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By John Hagarty 
Times ConTribuTing WriTer 

If ever there was a time to buy a 
bottle of Virginia wine, it’s now. Af-
ter 40 years of robust growth, the 26 
winery owners in Fauquier County 
and others statewide are faced with 
a make-it-or-lose-it scenario that 
will unfold over the next several 
months due to COVID-19. 

The emotional and financial 
pain facing these small business 
owners is reflective of millions of 
other businesses nationwide. But 
envisioning a vibrant sector of the 
local economy going up in smoke 
is almost unimaginable, given 
where they were two months ago. 

“We will not grow grapes or 
make wine this year," said Bri-
an Roeder, owner of Barrel Oak 
Winery in Delaplane. “I think we 
are going to lose at least half of 
the wineries in Virginia, probably 
more.” He will block fruit produc-
tion of his healthy vines by pull-
ing the flowers on the young buds. 

Roeder thinks it’s not just "hob-
by" or boutique wineries at risk, 
but at least 20 percent of the seri-
ous businesses that produce large 
case volumes for sale to individ-
uals, wine shops and restaurants. 

On March 10, Roeder realized 
it was going to be a monumental 
challenge to survive the financial 
hit his business had taken and 

County wineries 
struggle to survive
Industry in free fall  
as economy vaporizes

See WINERIES, page 2

By Coy Ferrell  
Times sTaff WriTer  

The month of April features the ho-
liest days of the year for several major 
religious traditions, and local places of 
worship are finding new ways to reach 
their congregations in spite of the nov-
el coronavirus pandemic.   

Holy Week, the ritual observance 
of the week of Jesus’ execution, be-
gan on April 5 for Christians who 

follow the Western liturgical calen-
dar and on April 12 for Orthodox 
Christians. Easter Sunday, the day 
when disciples of Jesus found his 
tomb empty, follows Holy Week. 

Passover, one of the three major 
festivals of Judaism, began at dusk 
on April 8. Lasting for eight days, it 
commemorates the Israelites’ escape 
from slavery, as told in Exodus.   

Kelly Hall pets 
Spanky, a lamb 
born at the farm 
of Don and Patty 
Hudson on March 
3. Spanky’s 
mother rejected 
him at birth. Hall 
bottle-fed the lamb 
until he was old 
enough to re-join 
the flock. “When 
he’s hungry, he 
comes over here,” 
Hall said. See story 
on page 4.  
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Holy Week, Passover 
celebrations adapt 
during pandemic  

TIMES STAFF PHOTO/COY FERRELL
The Rev. Terri Church prays over the 
bread and wine during a Maundy 
Thursday liturgy at Our Savior Lutheran 
Church in Warrenton. Except for a 
handful of lay ministers and support 
volunteers, the nave was empty due to 
restrictions on public gatherings in place 
during the COVID-19 pandemic; the 
liturgy was livestreamed on Facebook.   See HOLY WEEK, page 13
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Our Saviour Lutheran Church in Warrenton  
At about 6:30 Thursday evening, nine peo-

ple gathered in Our Saviour Lutheran Church in 
Warrenton. They were preparing for the Maundy 
Thursday liturgy, one of the three most theologi-
cally significant liturgies of the year, along with 
Good Friday and the Easter Vigil.   

The two pastors rushed back and forth from their 
offices and checked with lay ministers to ensure 
they understood their roles – where to stand and 
when; when to light this candle or read that prayer.   

The Rev. Terri Church, who is the co-pastor at 
Our Saviour with her husband, the Rev. Michael 
Church, wore a mask as she made last-minute 
preparations for the service. A bottle of hand san-
itizer was on the altar.   

Most notably absent was a congregation. Last 
year this particular service drew 83 individuals. In 
some years, that number exceeds 100. This year, 
most would have to watch the service on Facebook.   

Several fifth-graders, graduates of a Commu-
nion class, were scheduled to be in the pews with 
their families on Thursday but weren’t because of 
the pandemic. The children would have received 
the bread and wine themselves and in turn given 
Communion to their parents.   

“This is a very special moment in our church,” 
said Terri Church. “All the kids who had been pre-
paring don’t get to do that now.” After the pan-
demic they will reschedule the event, she added.   

At 7 p.m. the service began, livestreamed on 
Facebook from a tripod-mounted iPhone in an 
otherwise empty pew. Terri Church was the pre-
siding minister.   

Cathy Cogdill recited the prayers. “We are espe-
cially grateful tonight for the Centers for Disease Con-
trol, for the National Institutes of Health, for Fauquier 
Hospital and for those who work there,” she read.  

Holy Week usually involves up to 100 volun-
teers and hundreds of planning hours, said Michael 
Church in an interview the day before. “Gathering 
in community is the essence of the Christian reli-
gion,” he said. The inability to do so now, especial-
ly during Holy Week, “is devastating,” he added.   

Church said that during the pandemic he has 
been especially cognizant of parishioners who 
might not be comfortable with technology and 
therefore might have a more difficult time staying 
connected. “We have to be thinking about people 
who can’t use a computer effectively, who don’t 
have smartphones,” he said.   

In addition to livestreaming worship services, 
the effort to reach out to the congregation has 

included hundreds of phone calls and a printed 
newsletter sent to each parishioner.   
The Fauquier Jewish Congregation  

Rabbah Arlene Berger is the rabbi of Fauquier 
Jewish Congregation, made up of about 75 families 
from in and around the county. Berger had planned 
to celebrate a Passover Seder this year with her son’s 
family, including her new granddaughter; public 
health guidelines made that plan unworkable.   

Instead, she gathered in her home with her 
immediate family on Thursday night, the second 
night of Passover, and celebrated a community 
Seder over Zoom. About 40 people joined, rep-
resenting all generations. “We were able to fulfill 
the obligation of teaching the story of the Exodus 
to our young ones,” she said.   

“Even though we’re physically separated from 
each other, we belong to the people of Israel and 
we are always connected spiritually,” she in an in-
terview the day before the Seder.   

“At Passover we remind ourselves that we 
come from a very strong and resilient tradition,” 
she said later, adding that Jewish people through-
out history have been subject to restrictions on 
their freedom of movement and have otherwise 
experienced all kinds of oppression.   

A Seder traditionally ends with the prayer: 
“Next year, in Jerusalem,” she said, explaining 
that the phrase referred to the hope of being in a 
better place when the community again gathers 
for Passover. “This year maybe add: ‘next year, 
healthy and together,’” she said.   

She said Monday that she did end the Seder with 
the modified phrase. “I explained Jerusalem as not 

only the actual physical place but also a metaphor of ... 
health, happiness, peace and yes, togetherness.”  
St. John the Evangelist Catholic Church  
in Warrenton  

The Rev. Charles Smith, the pastor of St. John 
the Evangelist Catholic Church in Warrenton, said 
that Holy Week is normally the busiest time of year 
at the church building on Winchester Street. While 
the church is still open to a very limited number 
of people to pray and receive sacraments, worship 
services are now recorded or livestreamed.   

On average, 3,500 people gather at the church 
throughout five Masses on a normal Sunday, Smith 
said. During Holy Week, even outside of liturgies, 
“We normally have a steady stream of people coming 
into our church to experience [Holy Week],” he said.  

“A lot of [Catholic religious practice] is physical 
and visceral and experiential, and now that has been 
taken away,” he said, but added that his message to 
parishioners has been a hopeful and positive one. “It’s 
an opportunity to develop our prayer life, to grow our 
relationship with God and with each other,” he said.   
St. James’ Episcopal Church  
in Warrenton  

The Rev. Benjamin Maas is the rector of St. 
James’ Episcopal Church in Warrenton, where an 
average of about 200 people attend services on a 
regular Sunday. For Holy Week and Easter, the par-
ish filmed liturgies led by a small number of clergy, 
lay ministers and musicians and posted the videos 
online for the congregation.  

“As a liturgical church we walk with great in-
tention through the seasons of the church year,” 
he said.  “Obviously this year in particular our 
story is as important as ever, and only in walking 
through the whole of [Holy Week] can we trust in 

HOLY WEEK, from page 1

Holy Week, Passover 
celebrations adapt 
during pandemic  

See HOLY WEEK, page 14

TIMES STAFF PHOTOS COY/FERRELL
Clergy read the Passion story according to St. John – one of the biblical narratives of Jesus’ arrest, trial 
and execution – during the Good Friday liturgy at St. John the Evangelist Catholic Church in Warrenton. 

Tammy Earl and Allan Dianic, parishioners at St. 
John the Evangelist Catholic Church in Warrenton, 
operate the livestreaming equipment as priests and 
deacons process down the church’s center aisle of  
for the Veneration of the Cross, part of the Good 
Friday liturgy. The liturgy began at 3 p.m., the hour 
at which Jesus died according to Christian tradition.  

A laptop computer 
is the accessory to 

the table prepared by 
Rabbah Arlene Berger 

for her celebration 
of a Passover Seder 
on Thursday, which 

she later shared with 
members of Fauquier 
Jewish Congregation 

via live video. The 
highly ritualized meal 
commemorates the 

Israelites’ escape from 
slavery in Egypt as told in 
the book of Exodus, and 

is part of the eight-day 
observance of Passover. 

PHOTO BY ARLENE BERGER
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the hope that Easter brings.”   
He said that Easter Sunday services 

are attended by more people than any 
other day, and while the video record-
ings are a tool for worship, the commu-
nal atmosphere of that day would be 
especially hard to replicate remotely.   

“The most difficult aspect of that 
service is that so much of the joy 
and energy comes from the incred-
ible number of people gathered and 
their collective spirit. That cannot be 
replicated, and given where we are 
right now, probably would be inau-
thentic,” he said.   

In addition to posting videos of wor-
ship services, St. James’ clergy and 
staff have prepared a number of re-
sources for observing Holy Week and 
Easter at home, especially for families.   

“We have encouraged people to 
mourn what is lost,” Maas said, “but 
also to take advantage of the fact 
that there are less interruptions, no 
spring break travel, sports practices 
and games, social outings, etc. This 

may be an opportunity for a Holy 
Week that will never be forgotten.”  
St. Patrick Orthodox Church  
in Bealeton  

As Catholic and Protestant Chris-
tians were celebrating Easter Day on 
Sunday, it was Palm Sunday for Or-
thodox Christians.   

On Sunday morning at St. Patrick 
Orthodox Church in Bealeton, a lap-
top computer, a GoPro camera and a 
microphone were on a table in the cen-
ter aisle to livestream the Lauds – a lit-
urgy for prayer – and the Palm Sunday 
Mass immediately afterward.   

The Very Rev. Patrick Cardine, the 
parish’s archpriest, was joined in the 
sanctuary by two lay ministers. Two 
cantors interspersed the prayers with 
chanted responses from the back of 
the nave, their voices echoing from 
the vacant pews and bare walls. A 
volunteer operated the video equip-
ment from a pew in the third row. As 
the liturgy progressed, the aroma and 
smoke from burning incense filled the 
room, creating an especially distinct 
haze over the altar.   

“[Holy Week] is an extremely in-
tense, communal time for us, and by 
far the most important week of the 
year for us,” Cardine said in an earli-
er interview, calling the week, along 
with Easter, “the anchor of the entire 
Christian life.”   

This year, he added, the week is 
tinged with sadness at the inability 
to physically gather, but for Cardine, 
this is not an insurmountable obsta-
cle. “The reality of our joy is still the 
same. Christ is still risen whether we 
can come to church or not.”  

One upside to the restrictions on 
public gatherings, Cardine said, has 
been his congregation’s interest in the 
recitation of the Divine Office, a ritu-
alized set of prayers; each is recited at 
a certain hour in the day.   

He recites the Divine Office 
himself each day and shares it via 
livestream. “People are tuning in 
and learning how to pray the Office. 
That’s been a really positive thing.”   

Reach Coy Ferrell at cferrell@
fauquier.com  
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The Very Rev. Patrick Cardine and a lay minister kneel at the altar of St. Patrick 
Orthodox Church in Bealeton during Palm Sunday Mass on Sunday; the service was 
livestreamed on social media. April 12 was Palm Sunday this year according to the 
Orthodox Christian calendar. 
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Places of Worship

Grace Episcopal Church
• HOLY EUCHARIST: Sundays, 9 a.m.
• SUNDAY SCHOOL: Children & Adults

10 a.m.

5096 Grace Church Lane,  Casanova
(1 mile off Meetze Road) 

The Rev. James Cirillo, Priest • (540) 788-4419
www.gracechurchcasanova.org

Grace Episcopal Church


