
Sports: Culpeper legion team’s event first major sporting event in county in months, B1
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CLASSIFIEDS B6
COMMUNITY A3
COMICS B8
FAITh & vALUES A4
LOTTERY A2

REAL ESTATE B4
SCOREBOARD B2
SPORTS B1
TELEvISION A7, A8
vIRgINIA&BEYOND A2

ready to light up the 4th
» Area fireworks vendors say business 
is booming, A2
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By CLINT SCHEMMER

Culpeper StAr-exponent

On Independence Day, 
Culpeper’s Patriotic Pre-
sentation and fireworks 
display will be unlike any 
of those in past years. The 
town scaled back its holi-
day festivities due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

The Culpeper Minute-
men Chapter of the Sons of 

the American Revolution 
will lead the program, held 
on the Culpeper County 
Courthouse lawn on West 
Davis Street.

It will start at 1 p.m. with 
a flyover of vintage World 
War II aircraft by pilots 
with the Commemorative 
Air Force’s local Capital 
Wing.

Then the multi-racial 

color guard of the Virginia 
Society of the Sons of the 
American Revolution will 
march down Davis Street 
to post the colors.

Heeding state orders and 
Centers for Disease Control 
guidance, the gathering 
will include face masks and 
social distancing.

T h e  VA S S A R’s  c o l or 
guard has American Indi-

ans and African Americans 
among its members; their 
patriot ancestors fought to 
free the 13 colonies from 
British oppression.

During Saturday’s cel-
ebration, chapter mem-
bers will read brief biog-
raphies of 12 Indians and 
Blacks from the Culpeper 
a rea who fought in t he 

By DENISE LAVOIE

ASSoCiAted preSS

RICHMOND—Just a little over a 
month ago, the area around Rich-
mond’s iconic statue of Confeder-
ate Gen. Robert E. Lee was as quiet 
and sedate as the statue itself.

But since the May 25 police kill-
ing of George Floyd in Minneapo-
lis, the area has been transformed 
into a bustling hub of activity for 
demonstrators protesting against 
police brutality and racism.

The giant concrete pedestal 
of the statue is now covered by 
colorful graffiti, with many of the 
hand-painted messages denounc-
ing police and demanding an end 
to systemic racism and inequality. 
Clashes between police and pro-
testers gathered near the statue 
have become a regular occurrence.

In response to t he protests, 
Virginia Gov. Ralph Northam has 
pledged to take down the statue. 
But its removal has been at least 
temporarily blocked by a lawsuit, 
one of several complaints filed by 
people who want the monument 
to stay where it has stood since it 
was erected in 1890 in this former 
capital of the Confederacy.

A double rainbow arches over historic St. Stephen’s 
Episcopal Church, the oldest house of worship (cir. 
1821) that survives in the Town of Culpeper, after a 
downpour in June. Town residents ran to the former 
rectory on South East Street—a large and deep cel-
lar—for protection when the community was shelled 
during the Civil War, which happened several times.

Due to the COVID-19 crisis, since March St. Ste-
phen’s has held its services virtually, and not in-per-
son. A new adult Sunday School on Zoom begins this 
week at 10 a.m. July 5. On Wednesdays, prayer groups 

meet online at 11 a.m. (Centering Prayer Group) and 
noon (Wednesday Noonday Prayer Group).

The church invites readers to submit an email ad-
dress or cell phone number to receive links and invi-
tations to services and groups. All contact informa-
tion is confidential and will not be given to outside 
sources, a church news release states. For informa-
tion, see www.ststephensculpeper.net, St. Stephen’s 
on Facebook or call 540/825-8786.

For more local church news, please turn to pages 
A4 and 5.

By CHRISTOPHER RUGABER

Ap eConomiCS Writer

WA S H I N G TO N —U.S. 
unemployment fell to 
11.1 percent in June as the 
economy added a solid 4.8 
million jobs, the govern-
ment reported Thursday. 
But the job-market re-
covery may already be 
faltering because of a new 

round of closings and lay-
offs triggered by a resur-
gence of the coronavirus.

While the jobless rate 
was down from 13.3 per-
cent in May, it is still at a 
Depression-era level. And 
the data was gathered 
during the second week of 
June, just before a number 
of states began to reverse 
or suspend the reopenings 
of their economies to try to 
beat back the virus again.

“This is a bit of a dated 
snapshot at this point,” 
said Jesse Edgerton, an 
economist at J.P. Morgan 

Chase.
The news came as the 

number of confirmed 
infections per day in the 
U.S. soared to an all-time 
high of 50,700, more than 
doubling over the past 
month, according to the 
count kept by Johns Hop-
kins University.

The spike, centered pri-
marily in the South and 
West, has led states such as 
California, Texas, Arizona 
and Florida to reclose or 
otherwise clamp down 
again on bars, restaurants, 
movie theaters, beaches 

and swimming pools, 
throwing some workers 
out of a job for a second 
time.

P r e s i d e n t  D o n a l d 
Trump said the jobs report 
shows the economy is 
“roaring back,” though he 
acknowledged there are 
still areas where “we’re 
putting out the flames” of 
the virus.

Economists expect the 
recovery to take longer 
than Trump’s optimistic 
projections, with the un-
employment rate likely to 
be near double-digit levels 

by year’s end.
“Even as we move into 

the second half of the year, 
a large number of people 
will still be looking for 
work,” said Eric Winograd, 
senior U.S. economist at 
asset manager Alliance-
Bernstein.

The shutdowns over 
the past two weeks will be 
reflected in the July un-
employment report, to be 
released in early August.

While the job market 
improved in June for a sec-
ond straight month, the 
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u.S. unemployment retreats to 11 percent
But economists 
warn job market 
may already be 
faltering

lee statue 
becomes 
epicenter  
of protests

Culpeper’s Fourth to feature flyover, concert, fireworks

VinCent VAlA For StAr-exponent

Alejandro Rogers signs a Declaration of Independence fac-
simile at the Culpeper County Courthouse during 2019’s July 
Fourth event hosted by the Culpeper Minutemen.

See JOBS, page A6

See PROTESTS, page A7

See JULy 4, page A6


