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MAPAG 
rallies 
support 
for SUP

At close of public 
comment period, 187 
urge BOS to approve; 

42 oppose

By Jeff Poole
Editor

“I support the approval of 
SUP 20-01 for the Mid-Atlantic 
Pyrotechnic Arts Guild (MAPAG).” 

That one line, or a slight variation 
of it, are the only words on more 
than 101 of nearly 230 comments 
submitted regarding the contro-
versial application to test and dis-
play fireworks on a 127-acre parcel 
in south-central Orange County. 

At its Dec. 1 meeting, the Orange 
County Board of Supervisors 
opened a virtual public hearing on 
the proposed special use permit 
application that would allow the 
hobbyist fireworks club to conduct 
five long weekend events from 
May through October on a parcel 
owned by club members Eddie and 
Carol Hostetter of Texas. 

The board accepted comments 
through Monday, Dec. 14, and was 
expected to consider the applica-
tion at its Dec. 15 meeting (after 
deadline). 

In July 2016, the Orange County 
Board of Supervisors unanimous-
ly approved a zoning ordinance 
amendment to add pyrotechnic 
testing and manufacturing as a 
special use in the agricultural zon-
ing district. The planning commis-
sion, at that time, recommended 
approval. No one spoke in favor of 
or against the ordinance change at 
the board’s public hearing in 2016.

The Orange County Planning 
Commission first considered the 
application in May when the ap-

Nine-year-old 
MaryKenna 

Carmody 
makes face-

masks with her 
grandmother, 

Anne Arbogast. 
Carmody 

sells the masks 
to raise money 

for St. Jude’s 
Children’s 

Hospital. 

COntributEd 
phOtO

The Orange Downtown Alliance continued its Holiday Village promotion Saturday with the 
help of OEI Events. The advocacy organization invited area residents to visit downtown 
Orange to shop, visit Santa (from a safe distance), vote on Orange County Parks and Rec 

gingerbread house contest entries, enjoy the winter funland in Taylor Park and enjoy homemade 
gingerbread cookies from JB Cakes in Rhoadesville. Midway through the afternoon, a holiday 
parade that began in Culpeper made its way down Main Street in Orange. Pictured above, Jesa-
iah Hickman and Alfonso Cordova are enthralled by the Orange Tire gingerbread house in the 
window at Orange Pharmacy. All entries are in downtown storefront windows and votes are due 
by Dec. 20. For more photos, see page B1 and www.orangenews.com.
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Look at that!

Town distributes funds to help businesses, nonprofits

By MorgAN edwArdS
Correspondent

More than 60 businesses and non-
profits in the Town of Orange are find-
ing innovative ways to spend $850,000 
the town received in CARES Act stim-
ulus funding. The money’s purpose is 
to provide relief for small businesses 
that closed or lost revenue during the 
first wave of COVID-19 shutdowns.

The town council revived the 
Industrial Development Authority to 
handle disbursement of funds from 
the CARES Act. The IDA is composed 
of seven members: Harry “Chuck” 

Mason, Kevin Reynolds Sr., Robert C. 
Brockman, Robert Higgninbotham, 
Dr. Dena Jennings, David Rutt and 
Steve Sylvia. Mason and Reynolds 
serve as chairman and vice-chair-
man, respectively. All of the members 
of the IDA are local business owners 
and community leaders.

“Our goal was to keep small busi-
nesses alive here, throughout this 
pandemic,” said Greg Woods, Orange 
Town Manager.

Grants have been awarded to 65 
different retail businesses, nonprofit 
organizations and service providers 
in town. 70 applications were submit-

ted in total. The IDA set the maximum 
value for each grant at $15,000.

“We had such a hard hit in the be-
ginning,” said Dori Boggs, executive 
director of Bright Side Early Care and 
Learning Center. “It’s just nice to have 
extra help to cover all the additional 
costs.”

The center has had to hire more 
staff to keep up with the number of 
children coming through its doors in 
an average week.

“More school-age children are sign-
ing up because they are not going to 

Orange earmarks CARES Act funds for economic assistance

Motivated mask maker
O.C. youth makes masks with grandmother 

to support St. Jude’s
By BeCCA PizMoHT
Staff Writer

Last spring when the interna-
tional COVID-19 pandemic 
found its way to Orange 

County, Anne Arbogast broke out 
her sewing machine and started 
making masks for her family. 

The masks, made from decora-
tive fabric, fascinated Arbogast’s 
9-year-old granddaughter, 

MaryKenna Carmody. 
In late summer, with elementa-

ry school students attending in-
person classes only two days per 
week, MaryKenna began visiting 
Arbogast two mornings each 
week and learned how to sew.

After seeing how popular the 
seasonable fabrics and home-
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