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“The idea that we are not doing en-
forcement on Waterloo Street is fac-
tually incorrect,” said Kochis, but he 
added, “If the citizens do not feel safe, 
we are missing the mark and need to 
do more. The police department will 
take the citizens’ comments to heart 
and work harder to ensure the resi-
dents on Waterloo Street feel safe.”

He said Saturday, “I think today’s 
meeting went really well. Any time 
we get to hear from our citizens di-
rectly is a benefit.”

In addition to increased enforce-
ment, Brown said he’d like to see 
vertical barriers – planters, for in-
stance – to slow people down. He 
said he thinks that the hill on Water-
loo Street, which crests near Fairfax 
Boulevard, is the key to the problem. 
Once people come over that hill – 
from either direction, but especially 

heading out of town – they drive too 
fast coming down, he said. 

Denise Harris, planning director 
for the town, said that the fire hy-
drant at the top of the hill has been 
“taken out” several times when mo-
torists are driving too fast or not 
paying attention.

Resident Steve Gordon said he was 
in favor of temporary physical barri-
ers. The town shouldn’t pour money 
into permanent structural change “as 
an experiment,” he said. “Once those 
barriers are up, they are costly to re-
move. Once they’re done, we’d be re-
luctant to take them down.”

Some residents have recommend-
ed lowering the speed limit, but Chris 
Tiesler, principle engineer for Kittel-
son and Associates, said that speed 
limits that are artificially low for a 
particular roadway are not effective. 

The better idea, he said, is to ad-
just the road so that people are un-

comfortable going faster than the 
speed limit. While Tiesler and Har-
ris took a walk down Waterloo with 
residents to see the issues up close, 
he spoke about controlling traffic 
with vertical barriers. Tiesler, who 
Harris describes as a traffic calm-
ing expert, said that – in addition to 
planters – “flexi posts” could serve 
as vertical visual barriers; flexi posts 
are flexible posts that are secured at 
places in the roadway to serve as vi-
sual reminders to slow down. 

There was also considerable dis-
cussion Saturday morning about 
some version of speed bumps. Most 
advocated for wide patches of raised 
street pavement to slow drivers 
down. Harris pointed out though, 
that these treatments cause a lot 
more noise on the road. They also 
create issues for slow ploughs. 

As Town Manager Brandie 
Schaeffer said, “Everything we do 

has an effect. We have to decide 
what we can live with in order to 
achieve our goal.”

During the walk down Waterloo 
Street, participants saw for them-
selves the sight line issues caused 
by the road’s current configuration; 
several residents lamented the loss of 
parking spots. For those with shared 
driveways and no other access to 
parking, it has caused significant in-
convenience, they said.

Resident Ryan Freidline brought 
up another unintended consequence 
of removing some of the on-street 
parking. He said that because there 
aren’t enough parking spaces in 
front of people’s houses, “The deliv-
ery drivers are not parking. They are 
just stopping in the road and throw-
ing their flashers on. My heart jumps 
every time I see it.”

Reach Robin Earl at rearl@fau-
quier.com
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A Republican hasn’t won a state-
wide election in Virginia since 2009, 
but Fauquier County voters remain a 
solid source of support for GOP can-
didates; no Democratic presidential 
candidate has received a majority of 
votes in Fauquier County since 1964. 

In total, 43,661 county residents – ac-
counting for 80.3% of registered voters 
-- cast ballots in the 2020 presidential 
election, with 57.5% of voters choosing 
Republican Donald Trump over Demo-
crat Joe Biden, who garnered 40.2% of 
the vote in Fauquier County. Absentee 
ballots accounted for 65% of all votes 
by county residents, with the remaining 
votes cast at precinct polling places on 
Election Day. 

Fauquier voters’ support for the Re-
publican candidate was roughly the 
same in the U.S. Senate race. Although 
incumbent Democratic Sen. Mark 
Warner defeated Republican challenger 
Daniel Gade 56% to 44% statewide, in 
Fauquier County Gade received 59% of 
votes to Warner’s 41%. 

And, despite a nationally publi-
cized rift between supporters of in-
cumbent 5th District Republican Rep. 
Denver Riggleman and Bob Good, 
who won the Republican nomination 
for the seat in a hotly contested con-
vention, Fauquier voters nevertheless 
toed the party line. Good received 
58% of the vote among voters living 
in the areas of Fauquier County that 
are part of that congressional district; 
his opponent, Democrat Cameron 
Webb, received 42%. 

In the rural and deeply conserva-
tive parts of southern Fauquier Coun-
ty that are part of the 1st Congressio-
nal District, Republican incumbent 
Rep. Rob Wittman gained 71% of 
votes to the 29% received by Demo-
cratic candidate Qasim Rashid. 

(Additional tabulations from the 
2020 general election were released 
by the Fauquier County registrar’s 
office over the weekend, accounting 
for the 191 ballots received by mail 

after Election Day and 190 provi-
sional ballots. However, results were 
certified by the electoral board Tues-
day after press time, so the certified 
numbers may change slightly.) 
Long-term trends show 
consistent support  
for Republican  
presidential candidates 

Although Biden’s share of Fauqui-
er votes was more than five points 
higher than Hillary Clinton’s perfor-
mance in 2016, Trump’s percentage 
dropped only 1.6 points, indicating 
specifically a lack of support for Clin-
ton among Democratic voters in 2016 
(third party candidates received 5.5% 
of Fauquier votes in 2016), rather than 
a significant leftward shift among 
county residents this year. 

While each party’s share of votes 
fluctuates somewhat in each elec-
tion – Democratic Sen. Tim Kaine, 

for instance, received 55% of county 
residents’ votes in 2008 -- long-term 
trends show few signs of movement 
away from supporting GOP can-
didates regardless of the specific 
names on the ballot, especially in 
presidential elections. 

Despite the county’s growth in pop-
ulation, especially during the pre-2008 
housing boom, demographic shifts 
have done little to move the needle 
away from Republican presidential 
candidates in the long run. 

For example, despite a population 
increase of 24% between 2000 and 
2016, according to the U.S. Census 
Bureau, Democrat Hillary Clinton 
received about the same proportion of 
Fauquier residents’ votes – 34.6% -- in 
2016 as the 35.3% Al Gore received 
in 2000. The split is roughly the same 
on the Republican side, with Trump 
receiving 59.1% in 2016 compared to 
61.6% for George W. Bush in 2000. 

Going back to 1996, a Democratic 
presidential candidate has not received 
support from more than 43% of Fauqui-
er voters, and no Republican candidate 
has received less than 56% support.   

Short-term trends match the pat-
tern from the previous two decades. 
Trump, for instance, received an av-
erage of 58% of Fauquier residents’ 
votes in 2020 and 2016. That same 
percentage – 58% -- is the average 
share votes in Fauquier that Repub-
lican presidential candidates have 
received from 1996 onward.  

The opposite is also true. From 
1996 onward, Democratic candidates 
have received an average of 37% of 
votes in Fauquier County in presiden-
tial elections. Averaged together, the 
share of votes in the county received 
by Biden in 2020 and Clinton in 2016 
is also about 37%.  

Data from elections from Virginia 
House of Delegates and U.S. House 
of Representatives elections show 
slightly more willingness among 
Fauquier County residents to vote 
for Democrats than two decades ago.  

Then again, in the first decade of the 
2000s there was often no Democratic 
nominee for these seats at all – in 2009, 
for instance, there was no Democratic 
nominee for either of the three House 
of Delegates districts of which Fauquier 
County was then a part.  

From 2001 to 2008, Democratic 
candidates averaged 32% support in 
Fauquier County in contested races 
for these seats. Since then, Demo-
cratic candidates for U.S. and state 
houses have averaged 34% of votes 
and have only once – in 2018 – risen 
to more than 40%. 

At least in the short term, that 
41% in 2018 represents a peak for 
Democrats in Fauquier County. In 
2019, Democrats in the three House 
of Delegates districts that include 
Fauquier received just 37% of votes. 
This year, Democrats’ share was 
again below 40%, with U.S. con-
gressional candidates Webb and 
Rashid receiving a combined 39% of 
votes among Fauquier residents. 

Fauquier voters support Republicans by wide margins 


