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STOPS AT EVERY HOME IN TOWN

ASHLAND – Living in a town that 

celebrates trains with a day designated 

in their honor, Bob and Carrie DeLille 

thought it was only natural to take a 9-foot 

oak stump and bring a bit of the rail life to 

their yard on South Center Street.

Here’s where Richard Hamilton of 

RLH Wood Sculptures comes into the 

story. The DeLilles discovered this mas-

ter with a chainsaw on the internet, and, 

according to Carrie, “loved the detail of 

his work.”

Richard’s wife Brittany said he has 

been carving for 13 years. His base is in 

of Altoona, Pennsylvania, where he and 

Brittany reside with their five children.

When asked whether they were fans 
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All aboard! Tree carver creates 
train conductor at Ashland home

HCSB agrees to
consider 2 new 
names next week

Sentimental Journey

Dave Lawrence/The Local

The World War II-era B-17 bomber “Sentimental Journey” draws visitors to the tarmac during a visit to the Hanover County 
Airport on Sunday, Sept. 20. Story and more photos on Community, page 12.

ASHLAND— In an effort 

to conclude the renaming pro-

cess and move forward, a press 

release from Hanover County 

Public Schools last week 

announced what may be the 

final chapter in the renaming 

saga.

Following a workshop 

retreat session held by Hanover 

County School Board members 

last week, it appears the panel 

has decided on its two choices 

for the former Lee-Davis High 

School and Stonewall Jackson 

8106 Mechanicsville Turnpike across from the windmill in the old Degoff’s building | BooksBeadsandMore.com | 804.730.2665

Still open & providing a safe place to shop • Social distancing & curbside pickup

Special Sale ends October 11!

Joel Klein/The Local

Richard Hamilton, a wood carver from Altoona, Pennsylvania, created this train conductor from a 9-foot oak 
stump at the home of Bob and Carrie DeLille of Ashland. More photos can be found on the page 13.
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ASHLAND – The U.S. Army 

Air Forces suffered 115,382 battle 

casualties in World War II. Of 

those, 52,173 were killed – 44,785 

were killed in action.

As part of an effort to remind 

current and future generations 

of that sacrifice, a World War 

II-era B-17 Flying Fortress, the 

Sentimental Journey, paid a visit 

to Hanover County Airport three 

weeks ago.

The bomber, a B-17G 

designed by Boeing but built 

by Douglas, is part of the 

Commemorative Air Force’s 

“Flying Legends of Victory Tour.” 

During its stop in Hanover, visi-

tors could tour the bomber on 

the ground. Some were able to 

get a flight on it before mechani-

cal issues grounded it on Sept. 

19 and 20.

There was no shortage of 

“Wow!” factor, whether one 

experienced the bomber in the 

air or on the ground. It is a flying 

museum – one with an impor-

tant mission.

“We’re here to educate, 

to inspire, and to honor,” said 

Ed Campbell, ground opera-

tions coordinator for the 

Commemorative Air Force 

Airbase Arizona B-17. “It’s a very 

short mission statement – we’ve 

revamped it over the years – but 

our job is to educate people about 

the roles of these airframes and 

what these air crews did. …

“The folks in World War II 

performed a mission without 

being asked for the most part. 

They didn’t go screaming and 

dragging. They volunteered after 

Japanese forces attacked Pearl 

Harbor to go and fight for free-

dom.”

Those who volunteered for 

flight duty in units such as the 

Eighth Air Force in England, 

fought for freedom thousands of 

feet above ground, in below zero 

temperatures and in an 

atmosphere where unconscious-

ness would result after a few 

seconds without supplemental 

oxygen. Their only protection 

from the elements – and enemy 

fire – was a flying aluminum 

can loaded with fuel and high 

explosives.

American authorities trusted 

in daylight precision bombing in 

the belief that such an approach 

would allow maximum destruc-

tion of targets with minimum 

risk to air crews. Unfortunately, 

such an approach demanded 

straight-and-level flight toward 

the target of the day – leaving the 

bombers, easily seen in the day-

light, vulnerable to enemy fight-

ers and antiaircraft fire.

Seventy-five years later, it is 

almost impossible to appreciate 

what those flight crews experi-

enced.

“You think about what 

they had to do,” Campbell said. 

“Firing guns and so forth -- being 

fired at -- it’s cold. The flight suits 

they were wearing were capable 

of being plugged into electric-

ity to keep them warm – but 

they would often catch fire. The 

windows would frost up so that 

you couldn’t see the enemy com-

ing your way – and you still had 

guys volunteering to go on these 

planes …

“The things that they were 

tasked with doing are virtually 

unimaginable. You can get a pret-

ty good idea – Hollywood does a 

decent job but not a grand job. 

| Education, Business & Celebrations

B-17 Flying Fortress visits as reminder of sacrifi ce
By Dave Lawrence

Richmond Suburban News
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Above, the left seat of a B-17's cockpit was fi lled by the pilot, 
an offi cer who commanded the rest of the crew. At right, the 
waist gunner’s compartment may look spacious enough for 
two, but the space could get quite claustrophobic in the heat 
of battle. 

Photos by
Dave Lawrence

Richmond Suburban News

Above, its complement of 13 M2 Browning .50-caliber machine guns gave the B-17G plenty of bite when enemy fi ghters attacked. 
At right, the Sentimental Journey’s nose art includes a nod to a famous World War II pinup photo of Betty Grable.
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You’re going to be able to see the 

actors, but not how confining it is 

in the airplane.”

Taking a tour of the B-17 

helps drive home the notion of 

how cramped the space was – 

without the added stress of get-

ting shot at. There is no shortage 

of spaces where one’s head can 

make unauthorized contact with 

metal objects. It takes a bit of a 

scramble just to get a glimpse 

into the nose compartment 

where the bombardier and navi-

gator were based. The cockpit 

can, at best, be considered cozy, 

but when one adds a flight engi-

neer monitoring the condition 

of the aircraft – or firing the top 

turret in combat – any notion 

of coziness is quickly dispelled. 

A narrow catwalk through the 

bomb bay links the fore and aft 

compartments of the plane.

Aft of the bomb bay is the 

radio compartment, but its sole 

occupant, the radioman/gun-

ner, shares a space with radio 

communications and navigation 

equipment as well as one M2 

Browning .50-caliber machine 

gun to protect the bomber from 

attacks from above.

The only relatively spacious 

compartment follows – the side 

gunners’ compartment, but it 

contains the drive mechanisms 

for the ball turret in the belly of 

the aircraft and, when full of two 

waist gunners and flying casings 

from the .50-caliber shells, gets 

cramped fairly fast.

As for the ball turret, the gun-

ner had to crawl into the tur-

ret through a narrow hatch, curl 

into a fetal position with barely 

enough room to activate the twin 

.50-caliber guns’ controls, much 

less breathe. To make matters 

worse, despite the diminutive 

size of the ball turret gunners, 

there wasn’t enough room in the 

turret for both them and their 

parachutes.

One ball turret gunner, Alan 

Magee, was thrown free of his 

destroyed B-17 without a para-

chute. He fell four miles, crashing 

through the glass roof of the train 

station in St. Nazaire, France. He 

survived the fall and the war, but 

most airmen in a similar situa-

tion weren’t so lucky.

Finally, there is a narrow 

crawl space leading to the tail 

gunner’s compartment. It might 

have been the least enviable posi-

tion on a B-17 because it was a 

vulnerable position from which 

to attack the plane.

While the Flying Fortress 

was designed by Boeing, other 

manufacturers were called upon 

to meet front-line demand. 

One of these other companies, 

Douglas, built the plane that 

became the Sentimental Journey 

in November 1944. The bomber 

was set to Europe but arrived too 

late for combat in the European 

Theater of Operations. It was 

then sent to the Pacific Theater 

in the Philippines.

“She did some military 

things here and there. She never 

dropped a bomb. She never 

got shot at, never fired a shot,” 

Campbell said of the ship. “She 

was a warbird that was never 

really in it – a bridesmaid instead 

of a bride kind of thing.”

Just because it missed action 

in World War II doesn’t mean 

the Sentimental Journey had 

an uneventful career. After 

a brief stint at the “Boneyard” 

for retired and surplus aircraft 

at Davis-Monthan Air Force 

Base in Tucson, Arizona, the 

B-17 was returned to service for 

tasks as varied as flying drones 

through radioactive clouds dur-

ing atomic weapons tests, ferry 

service, marine search-and-res-

cue, and firefighting. The aircraft 

eventually made it back to the 

Boneyard, but didn’t stay there.

“[The Commemorative Air 

Force] got her in 1978,” Campbell 

said. “It’s sort of an overused 

term, but it was a labor of love 

finding the parts and getting her 

back to what you see now. She 

is fully restored to World War II 

glory down to the Norden bomb-

sight in the nose.”

The B-17G, with its chin 

turret, was the definitive design 

of the bomber’s line. Carrying 

up to 8,000 pounds of bombs 

and armed with 13 .50-caliber 

Continued from pg. 12 �
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before,” Brittany said.

“Richard travels all over 

Pennsylvania and surround-

ing states to create master-

pieces from simple stumps left 

in homeowners lawns,” she 

continued. “This is one of our 

favorite parts of the job, the 

travel, meeting customers on a 

more personal level, and build-

ing memories. 

He also has a shop set-up 

alongside Pleasant Valley Blvd 

in Altoona, Pennsylvania, and 

travels for shows about five 

times a year.” 

For more information about 

RLH Wood Sculptures, call 

814-215-6223 or email hamil-

tonsculpture@hotmail.com.

regarding his experience on 

the panel, but asked that his 

comments be published anony-

mously.

“I was kind of taken aback 

once I heard the name sug-

gestions that the board came 

up with. We had eliminated 

the name ‘Bell Creek’ for the 

middle school around round 2 

to stay consistent with previous 

rationale,” the committee mem-

ber said. “We removed Bell 

Creek because there was a con-

sensus in the committee that 

we should have a name that 

represents the whole school 

jurisdiction, not just part of it, 

as well as the Bell Creek neigh-

borhood is completely in the 

Chickahominy middle school 

district, if I recall correctly.”

Dr. Carol Cash headed the 

committee and told school 

board members earlier this 

month that students on the 

committee did not favor the 

name Mechanicsville for the 

high school rename.

This committee member 

confirmed that interpretation. 

“Personally, I also did not want 

the name Mechanicsville for 

the high school, because I’ve 

talked to numerous peers that 

were way more enthusiastic 

about a name like Twin Rivers 

rather than Mechanicsville,” he 

said.

After hours  of work and 

research, the student said it 

became apparent early that the 

final decision would lay with 

the board, and viewed the work 

of the committee as a type of 

lip service.

“Toward the end of the pro-

cess, it became apparent that 

the school board was going to 

get their way with the names 

they wanted, no matter what 

the committee chose,” he said. 

“At the third meeting, the com-

mittee made a choice to rec-

ommend Creek Run for the 

middle school, and Twin Rivers 

for the high school.”

Those recommendations, 

according to the student, were 

nixed by school officials and 

committee members were told 

that administrations would not 

endorse those choices.

In order to gain that 

endorsement, the committee 

offered what was a compro-

mise. “We proposed the idea 

to the group of Mechanicsville 

for the middle school (to hope-

fully appease the board and Dr. 

(Michael) Gill [superintendent 

of schools] and Twin Rivers for 

the high school (so we didn’t 

have identical names and we 

had at least one of our sugges-

tions used),” the student said. 

“Dr. Gill said he would endorse 

this compromise, and then the 

committee voted to approve 

this recommendation 18-2.” 

While the student said he 

was disappointed the work of 

the committee was discounted, 

he supports the board’s deci-

sion and their choice of names.

“First off, I want to say that 

I support whatever decision the 

school board does land on, as 

I believe any name in the run-

ning to be selected will be expo-

nentially better than the previ-

ous ones we had,” he said. “This 

being said, I am disappointed 

that multiple hours of hard 

work over video conferencing 

and research done outside of 

meetings was just thrown to the 

side as if it was nothing.” 

He said his fellow mem-

bers on the committee took the 

renaming task seriously. “We 

worked hard coming up with 

these recommendations. It was 

not easy narrowing it down 

from a list of over 3,000 to two 

final choices,” he said. “I per-

sonally am disappointed that 

the Hanover County School 

Board does not recognize this, 

and I am also disappointed 

that they will be moving for-

ward with names they spent 

one weekend coming up with, 

when the committee spent 

multiple weeks working for our 

recommendations.”

The student said he suspect-

ed from the start of the process 

that the final decision would be 

made by the school board. “In 

the end, I think it’s important 

to note that I had a feeling from 

the start of this process that 

it was going to turn out like 

this, because of what I’ve seen 

the board do in the past. I’m 

proud that they have cleansed 

our schools of the names and 

symbols of racism, but it does 

seem that they want to use their 

power as much as possible.”

He’s also not sure a stated 

goal to include students in the 

renaming process, in the final 

analysis, didn’t fall short of the 

mark.

“When you serve on the 

school board, the students 

should come first, not the inter-

ests of yourself or your supervi-

sor. I have friends that are tell-

ing me that they aren’t happy 

with the board’s decision. The 

board is making a choice based 

solely upon voices that don’t 

walk the halls of these build-

ings every day. To me, that’s a 

problem.” 

The school board will con-

sider the names for approval 

at its Oct. 13 meeting. Mascots 

and colors will be chosen at the 

school level at a later date. 

Continued from pg. 9 �
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that knew her. She was preceded 

in death by her husband of 58 

years, Melvin Baugh Nunnally 

Jr. on July 8, 2012; and also her 

parents, Jasper Crump and 

Mattie Robbins. She is survived 

by four sons and daughters-in-
law, Melvin III “Binky” (Debbie), 

David (Cathy), Lee (Amy) 

and Scott Nunnally (Amy); 

seven grandchildren, Holly 

Held (Chad), Justin (Brittany), 

Melvin IV “Max,” Jessica, Avery, 

Sophie and Connor Nunnally; 

sisters, Helena Lewis, Judith 

Lovic (Bob); sister-in-law, Ann 

Gray; five great-grandchildren 

and many nieces and neph-

ews. Jackie was born in 1932 

in Richmond and was reared in 

the Masonic Home. She gradu-

ated from Highland Springs 

High School in 1951 and attend-

ed Mary Washington College. 

She was a member of the Old 

Dominion Women’s Club and 

served as a past President. 

She was also a member of the 

Valentine Women’s Club. Jackie 

was a lifetime member of 

Northminster Baptist Church. 

During their 58 years together, 

she and Mel did a lot of travel-

ing including an African Safari 

to Tanzania, whitewater rafting 

down the Colorado River and 

Gauley River and explored the 

Galapagos Isles. An inurnment 

service will be held at Signal 

Hill Memorial Park on Saturday, 

October 10, 2020, at 1 p.m. Dr. 

Charles B. Nunn officiating. The 

family would like to thank Janice 

Carrie for many years of assis-

tance and friendship, and also 

Heritage Green Assisted Living 

and At Home Hospice Care for 

their compassionate care.  

machine guns for defense, the 

B-17 – like its counterpart, the 

B-24 Liberator – was a formida-

ble weapon. But the air campaign 

that featured both bombers only 

partially fulfilled the promises of 

the most enthusiastic and vocal 

of pre-war theorists who argued 

that strategic bombing alone 

could bring an enemy to its knees 

by destroying its production and 

defensive capability and under-

mine its morale – sapping its will 

to fight.

Historian Stanley Weintraub 

argued that the thousands of 

Allied air crews did disrupt 

enemy industrial production 

– especially the production of 

new weapons – and did disrupt 

the disposition, movement and 

effectiveness of enemy forces. 

But, while seeing Allied aircraft 

above might have benefitted the 

morale of citizens in enemy-

occupied countries, the bombing 

campaign had little if any adverse 

effect on enemy morale.

The most valuable result of 

the bombing campaign came 

after the arrival of the P-51 

Mustang fighter. The Mustang 

alone had the range to escort 

bombers from England to Berlin 

and back, and it could out-com-

pete most German fighters in 

aerial combat. Historian Robert 

Leckie noted a shift in strategy 

occurred after the deployment 

of the P-51. Targets were chosen 

to lure the Luftwaffe into combat.

American aircraft and air 

crews could be replaced quick-

ly. Enemy aircraft – and most 

important, air crews, could not. 

By sacrificing American lives, 

the air campaigns in Europe and 

the Pacific destroyed the enemy’s 

ability to defend itself in the air.

The volunteer crew of the 

Sentimental Journey would like 

the public to remember that sac-

rifice long after their bomber has 

returned home to Arizona.

Dave Lawrence is sports editor 
of The Mechanicsville Local and 
Ashland-Hanover Local. Both of his 
parents served in the U.S. Air Force. 
Dave was born at Westover Air 
Force Base in Massachusetts, which 
was headquarters of the Eighth Air 
Force at the time, and grew up near 
Barksdale Air Force Base, which is 
now headquarters of “The Mighty 
Eighth.” He can be reached at dlaw-
rence@mechlocal.com.
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Wednesday, Oct. 14

The New Virginians, a 

club for women new to the 

Richmond area, will resume 

its monthly meeting, which 

will be held at Lewis Ginter 

Botanical Gardens at 1800 

Lakeside Ave. in Richmond. 

The event schedule includes: 

10 to 10:30 a.m. check in gate 

in Parking Lot A (to the right 

facing the main entrance); 10 

to 11:30 enjoy strolling the 

gardens (masks are required 

to enter the gardens); 11:45 

a.m. box lunches will be 

available on the porch of 

the Bloemendaal House and 

tables are set up under the 

tents for use during lunch.  

Cost for the event is $30 and 

all reservations must be done 

and paid for in advance and 

there is a limit of 80 people. 

For reservations and more 

information, contact Debra 

Walker at 804-730-2311 or 

Joan Bowling at 804-363-

7362. 

Saturday, May 15, 
2021 Rescheduled 

The Highland Springs 

High School Class of 1970 has 

rescheduled its 50th reunion 

for Saturday, May 15, 2021. 

For invitations or more infor-

mation, contact Bill Brooks at 

1970HSHS@gmail.com.
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