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Hugh Story is a Habitat for Humanity of South Hampton Roads board member and “Red Hat” volunteer.

BY TRACY AGNEW
EDITOR

The Western Tidewater 
Community Services Board is 
continuing to provide its criti-
cal supports to some of the most 
at-risk people in the community 
during the COV ID-19  pandemic.

It’s doing that in a slightly dif-
ferent way, though, with more 
appointments being done by 
phone and video. It is also encour-
aging people who feel they are 
in need to call, even if they have 
never worked with the WTCSB 
before. 

“The current concerns over 
COV ID have increased anxi-
ety and depression for many,” 
Director Demetrios Peratsakis 
wrote in an email on Tuesday. 
“Both children and adults are at 
increased risk.”

WTCSB is the public behavior-
al healthcare department for the 
cities of Suffolk and Franklin and 
the counties of Isle of Wight and 
Southampton. It provides coun-
seling, psychiatry, care manage-
ment and ongoing treatment sup-
ports to people with mental health 
or substance disorder problems 
and people with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities. 

WTCSB 
still helping 

in crisis 
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BY JIMMY LAROUE AND ALEX PERRY
STAFF WRITERS

Just the thought of see-
ing their students again was 
enough to bring smiles to 
Florence Bowser Elementary 
School teachers Tuesday as 
they decorated their cars with 
greetings before setting out to 

see them. 
With the news that Gov. 

R alph N ortham would keep 
schools closed for the remain-
der of the academic year due 
to the coronavirus pandemic, 
spirts had been deflated, as 
they had to come to terms with 
not being able to see them 
again at school. 

But as they gathered in the 
parking lot at John F. Kennedy 
Middle School to begin the 
caravan, teachers amiably dec-
orated their cars, doing their 
best to stay a safe distance 
away from one another. 

“I miss your hugs and your 
smiles,” read the message on 
the car of Florence Bowser 

Principal Melodie Griffin, who 
said the caravan among the 
neighborhoods, which began 
at 2 p.m. and was still going 
on three hours later, was a big 
boost to both her staff and the 
children. 

“It was amazing to see at 5 

Caravans 
of caring

Parades help mend broken hearts

JIMMY LAROUE/SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD 

 Beth Whitworth, an Early Start teacher at Florence Bowser Elementary School, decorated her car before she and much of the school’s staff set out on a parade 
Tuesday afternoon to greet their students and parents. That followed Gov. Ralph Northam’s announcement that schools would stay closed for the year in the wake of 
the coronavirus pandemic. Principal Melodie Griffin said staff members have already approached her about doing another parade before the end of the school year.

BY ALEX PERRY
STAFF WRITER

Habitat for Humanity of South 
Hampton R oads is focused on 
providing affordable housing 
for families, and that motivates 
Hugh Story to keep on building. 

Story, 68, is a N orth Suffolk 
resident, a board member for 
Habitat for Humanity of South 
Hampton R oads, and a volun-
teer with six years of experi-
ence.

The mission of Habitat for 
Humanity of South Hampton 
R oads is to build affordable 
homes that strengthen families 
and communities, according to 
shrhabitat.org. The homes are 

then sold at no profit to partner 
families, with a 30-year, fixed-
rate mortgage that’s no greater 
than 30 percent of their income 
at closing.

Story appreciates Habitat’s 
goal for affordable housing, as 
well as the camaraderie among 
his fellow “R ed Hats” on job 
sites. R ed Hats are volunteers 
who have lots of experience 
with Habitat for Humanity and 
who can do the necessary work 
without supervision.

Only up to 10 “R ed Hats” 
are being permitted to work at 
a time on the Suffolk job site at 
219 Pitchkettle R oad, as part of 

BY TRACY AGNEW
EDITOR

V irginia cases of COV ID-
19 saw a 14-percent rise from 
Monday to Tuesday, going 
from 25 4 to 29 0, according to 
new numbers from the V irginia 
Department of Health.

The department reports 4,470 

people have been tested. There 
are 45  hospitalizations and 
seven deaths reported.

The Western Tidewater Health 
District is reporting three cases, 
one in Suffolk and two in Isle of 
Wight County.

The second Isle of Wight 
case, first reported in the offi-
cial numbers Tuesday, is a man 

in his 50s  who was recently dis-
charged from the hospital and 
is now in home isolation, said 
Dr. Todd Wagner, director of 
the Western Tidewater Health 
District.

The Suffolk case, first report-
ed last week, is a man in his 
50s  who recently returned from 
N ew Y ork, which is currently 

suffering the worst outbreak in 
the U nited States.

The previous Isle of Wight 
case is a 27- year-old Smithfield 
woman who was informed she 
was a contact of another posi-
tive COV ID-19 case and later 
sought testing and treatment 
when she became symptomatic, 
Wagner stated. She is isolating 

herself and recovering at home.
Gov. R alph N ortham said on 

Tuesday that difficult adjust-
ments may be needed for 
months to stem the spread of 
the novel coronavirus.

The V irginia Department of 
Health is reporting 290 cases 

COVID-19 c ases rise 14 percent

Story helps build for 
Habitat families
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LUNCH COMBO 
8” Traditional 
Cheesesteak

w/Fries & Drink
ONLY $8.50

8” TRADITIONAL 
CHEESESTEAK 
ONLY $5.50 
GET YOURS TODAY!

EVERYDAY LUNCH SPECIALS

CALL AHEAD TO-GO ORDERS ARE WELCOME
DELIVERY AVAILABLE THROUGH 

GRUB HUB & UBER EATS

NOW $2,349

Walters Outdoor Power Equipment

Hours: Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri: 8-5 • Wed, Sat 8-12 
waltersoutdoorpowerequipment.com • waltersoutdoor@gmail.com 

Halfway between Windsor & Franklin on Hwy. 258 • 757-562-4760

CLOSE-OUT SALE OF CURRENT STOCK

Timecutter SS4225
42” Deck, Toro eng. 

Model 74768

Timecutter 
MyRide MX5075

50” Deck, Toro eng. 

Priority Service when you buy from us 

$3,499NOW

SPRING                                DEALS ARE HERE!

Model 74726

FS 94 R
$50 OFFNOW

until 4/19/2020

ENGINE POWER: 1.2 HP
WEIGHT: 10.1 LBS
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#1 Selling Brand
STIHL IS THE NUMBER ONE SELLING BRAND OF GASOLINE-POWERED   
HANDHELD OUTDOOR POWER EQUIPMENT IN AMERICA.*
*”Number one selling brand” is based on syndicated Irwin Broh Research as well as independent  
consumer research of 2009-2019 U.S. sales and market share data for the gasoline-powered  
handheld outdoor power equipment category combined sales to consumers and commercial landscapers.

Built in America*
*A majority of STIHL gasoline-powered units sold in the United States are built in the United States  
from domestic and foreign parts and components.

#1 Landscaper Claim
STIHL IS THE #1 SELLING BRAND OF GASOLINE-POWERED HANDHELD  
OUTDOOR POWER EQUIPMENT AMONG U.S. PROFESSIONAL LANDSCAPERS.*
*”Number one selling brand” is based on 2007-2019 Irwin Broh Research syndicated  
study data of the U.S. professional landscaper market.

Built in USA Badge
Indicates products that are built in the United States from domestic and foreign parts and components. 

All Print / General Use: 

Double Your Limited Warranty
When you purchase a 6-pack of STIHL HP Ultra Oil or 1 gallon (min.) of STIHL MotoMix® Premixed Fuel.
Double limited warranty protection applies to select STIHL gasoline-powered products purchased for personal non-income  
producing, household purposes only. Other restrictions apply. See dealer for details or refer to STIHL’s Limited Warranty Policy  
at www.stihlusa.com.
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Double Your Limited Warranty
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producing, household purposes only. Other restrictions apply. See dealer for details or refer to STIHL’s Limited Warranty Policy.

STIHL Express
When you’re ready, it’s ready. SAVE TIME. ORDER ONLINE. PICK UP IN THE STORE.
Look for STIHL Express on participating dealer websites.

Built in America.* Believing in America. STIHL Strong.
*A majority of STIHL gasoline-powered units sold in the United States are built in the United States  
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Independent We Stand
Dedicated to educating communities about the importance – and the benefits – of “buying local.”   
www.IndependentWeStand.org

NOW ENROLLING 
2020-2021 SCHOOL YEAR

QUALITY, AFFORDABLE 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

p.m. parents and students 
were still waiting for us 
to reach their neighbor-
hood,” Griffin said.  

It was a scene that 
made Griffin cry.  
“I always knew I had an 
amazing staff family, but 
today proved it,” Griffin 
said. “I was literally 
brought to tears seeing 
everyone uniting together 
today via our cars to sup-
port our students and their 
families.”

As she decorated her 
car, Beth Whitworth, an 
Early Start teacher at 
Florence Bowser, was 
looking forward to see-
ing some of her students 
again. Though she uses 
the program Class Dojo to 
message and post videos 
to them, it’s not the same 
as being in class with her 
students.

“We’re missing our 
babies at school,” 
Whitworth said, her voice 
breaking as she spoke. 
“And we just wanted them 
to know we’re thinking 
about them, so we’re car-
avanning together to show 
them all of our love and 
support.”

Staff members in near-
ly three dozen cars drove 
through the Hollywood, 
Jericho and other neigh-
borhoods to wave hello 
and honk horns as stu-
dents and parents waved 
back and smiled from 
their yards and front 
porches. One man watch-
ing likened the honking 
and waving to a wedding 
procession. 

Even as the parade was 
still going on, Griffin and 
other Florence Bowser 
teachers were receiv-
ing messages about how 
much they appreciated the 
parade. Many said they 
cried seeing the parade of 
teachers and staff.

“We are saddened 
that we won’t be back 
at FBES this year,” said 
one email to Griffin. “The 
parade helped the boys a 
lot. … It’s been a tough 
week since the gover-
nor’s announcement and 
this really brightened our 
week.”

Said another, in part: 
“My kids felt like they 
were not forgotten today.”

Kilby Shores 

Elementary had its own 
motorcade of Sharks 
Tuesday, as more than 30 
vehicles with teachers and 
staff rode through about 
10 different neighbor-
hoods near the school to 
wave at students, accord-
ing to Principal Lorri 
Banks. 

Standing on their front 
lawns, students and their 
parents were excited to 
see their Kilby Shores 
teachers again.

Banks and her staff 
members chose Tuesday 
for the sunny weather and 
notified parents about 
the parade ahead of time. 
They were welcomed with 
cheers from school fami-
lies in each neighborhood 
they slowly navigated. 

“It was a great recep-
tion,” Banks said. “The 
parents and the students 
seemed very excited about 
it. They have been posting 
online about how nice it 
was, and how they appre-
ciated the staff members 
coming through.”

Some staff members 
brought their children 
along for the ride, as well 
as some adorable mutts. 
Bryan Bonner, the school 
security monitor, played 
music from his vehicle as 
the parade’s impromptu 
DJ. 

Marcus Johnson has 
three children who attend 
Kilby Shores — “all the 
teachers know them as the 
Johnson kids,” he said — 
and his kids were excited 
to get out of the house to 
see their teachers drive 
down the street. 

“They were really excit-
ed. They’ve been cooped 
up in the house, (and) with 
the weather I haven’t real-
ly been able to take them 
to the park or anything, so 
this was something they 
really enjoyed,” Johnson 
said. 

He said it was neat see-
ing how much the Kilby 
Shores staff members 
really care about their 
students, and many staff 
members brought hand-
made signs on Tuesday to 
let the students know how 
much they mean to them. 

Allison Greene, library 
media specialist at Kilby 
Shores, made a sign to 
remind the students to 

read for at least 20 min-
utes each day.

“It’s just nice to be able 
to get together one more 
time and do something 
for the kids, even if it’s 
just driving through their 
neighborhoods and wav-
ing to them,” Greene said. 

With the school year 
ending prematurely, 
Greene said it was an 
exciting opportunity to 
see one another again. 

“We were all devastat-
ed by the news (Monday) 
that school was going 
to be closed for the rest 
of the year, and we just 
wanted to see our kids,” 
Greene said. “We didn’t 
get a chance to say good-
bye. We wanted a chance 
to at least see them (and) 
tell them that we still 
care. We miss them and 
we love them.”

Joshua Cheaney, 10, a 
fourth-grade student at 
Florence Bowser who 
shares the same name as 
his father, was standing 
outside on the corner of 
Hollywood and Georgia 
avenues with his moth-
er, Amy Cheaney, look-
ing forward to seeing the 
caravan. He, too, wanted 
another chance to see his 
teacher, Priscilla Prince. 

He had a sign ready 
for her. It had both their 
names on it. 

And off to the side, a 
little note:

“Thank you Mrs. Prince 
for being the best teacher 
of 4th grade. 11x11=121.”

Joshua was grateful 
to see his teacher, since 
he didn’t know if he’d 
get that chance. When he 
learned Monday that he 
wouldn’t get to go back 
for the rest of the school 
year, “my heart just went 
down.” So it was a boost 
to see them a day later. 

Teachers shared a simi-
lar feeling. 

“I got choked up when 
I heard the governor 
say it was closed for the 
remainder of the year,” 
Whitworth said. “That 
immediately brought tears 
to my eyes. It’s hard, just 
trying to figure things 
out.”

Kindergarten teach-
er Taylor Flick, who 
brought her golden 
retriever Cali with her, 

said the news hit her hard.
“I still feel like I’m in a 
daze,” Flick said. “Like 
it’s not real, like it’s a 
dream and I’m waiting to 
wake up from it.”

Flick has been using 
the Seesaw app to com-
municate with students 
and do digital activi-
ties. She said the videos 
they’ve exchanged with 
her have touched her. 
“They’re telling me how 
much they miss me,” 
Flick said. “They’re 
showing me their cats 
and their dogs, and all 
of their family mem-
bers, then showing me 
the work they’ve been 
doing. It’s just been an 
awesome opportunity to 
be able to still see them, 
but I miss them tremen-
dously. I miss being in 
school and having them 
around.”

But seeing each other 
brought smiles from staff 
members inside their 
cars, and from children 
and parents waving back 
at them. 

“Today was a good 
day,” Joshua said. “Ever 
since my mom told me 
that the parade was going 
to happen, I’ve been 
excited for this day, and 
I was happy that I finally 
got to see my teacher.”

Though her son is 
doing the work sent 
home, he misses his 
teachers and friends. 

“He’s always giving 
hugs,” Amy Cheaney 
said, “always trying to 
do what the teacher says 
to do, basically, like a 
teacher’s pet.”

She was concerned 
about what he would be 
doing during the time 
away from school, and 
how she would help him, 
but Prince has been stay-
ing in touch with him 
and all of her students, 
and he picks a time each 
day to complete his 
schoolwork. 

“I’ve got to do what I’ve 
got to do to make sure he 
stays where he needs to 
stay,” Amy Cheaney said. 

Before he went back 
inside his house, Joshua 
had one last thing to say:

“Shout out to Florence 
Bowser, best school in the 
world.”

Parades: Teachers wave to students during procession
Continued from page 1

ALEX PERRY/SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD 

Families wave at Kilby Shores Elementary School staff members as they drive past the intersection of Brian’s Lane and Elmore Circle  Tuesday 
afternoon.




