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Lynchburg City Schools
students will return
to buildings in phases

By Emily Brown
ebrown@newsadvance.com

Nelson’s North District Supervi-
sor Tommy Harvey described the
county’s fight against the Atlan-
tic Coast Pipeline as lopsided —
about as lopsided as you can get.

The locality he’s called home,
a rural area with a population of
about 15,000 people, took on Do-
minion Energy and Duke Energy
and their $8 billion natural gas
project. Were bets allowed in this
fight, oddsmakers would have

made the ACP the overwhelming
favorite.

And yet Nelsonians against the
pipeline that had been slated
to cross about 27 miles of their
county came out victorious Sun-
day, as ACP officials announced
their decision to abandon the in-
terstate energy project.

“It’s like an ant going against the
elephant,” said Harvey, who also
serves as chairman of the Nelson
County Board of Supervisors.“But
it just goes to show you that per-
sistence pays off.”

Other localities along the
planned 600-mile route through
West Virginia, Virginia and North
Carolina joined and remained in
the yearslong fight, which began
half a decade ago with the proj-
ect’s proposal.

But in Virginia, Nelson County’s
pluck, and the commitment of
opposed individuals and groups
to fight the pipeline and every-
thing associated with its majority
partner Dominion, have been

By Jamey Cross
jcross@newsadvance.com

Lynchburg City Schools ad-
ministrators hope to have the
division’s youngest students in
school buildings two days per
week when school reopens in
August, and all students receiv-
ing in-person instruction by
September.

LCS Superintendent Crystal
Edwards presented the divi-

sion’s draft reopening recom-
mendations to the school
board at its Tuesday meeting
— the first held in person since
March. The draft prioritizes
in-person instruction for its
youngest students.

The state closed schools in
March because of the coronavi-
rus pandemic. In June, the Vir-
ginia Department of Education

By Richard Chumney
and Rachael Smith
The News & Advance

A
t least $223 million
poured into thou-
sands of Lynchburg-
area businesses
and nonprofits this

spring as part of the federal
government’s $660 billion Pay-
check Protection Program, an
emergency lending program
aimed at helping small busi-
nesses make payroll during

the coronavirus pandemic.
More than 3,100 small busi-

nesses and nonprofit orga-
nizations in the Hill City and
neighboring counties were
issued loans ranging from
a few hundred dollars up to
$10 million, according to data
released Monday by the U.S.
Small Business Administration.

Those loans reached a wide
range of organizations, from
car dealerships and locally-
owned pharmacies to privately
run museums and popular

restaurants. Federal data show
the loans helped keep thou-
sands of employees on local
payrolls.

The SBA data, made public
for the first time this week,
did not provide specific loan
amounts but rather ranges for
businesses that received at
least $150,000. The names of
more than 2,700 local busi-
nesses that borrowed less than
$150,000 — nearly 90% of all
loan recipients — were not
released.

Altogether, the loans distrib-
uted across the region could
be worth anywhere from
$223 million to $421 million,
according to the data.

Nationwide, nearly five
million loans were issued
to mostly small businesses
and nonprofits vulnerable to
the global health threat. In
Virginia, almost 110,000 orga-
nizations received assistance
through the program.

The federally backed loans
are entirely forgivable if the

funds are used to cover payroll
costs or to pay rent, utility
bills or interest on mortgages,
according to the SBA. Forgive-
ness is reduced for businesses
that layoff workers or cut
employee pay.

Locally, 385 organizations
were awarded loans worth at
least $150,000 and 36 were
given loans totaling at least
$1 million each, the data shows.

Delta Star Incorporated, a

COVID-19: PPE FOR MEDICAL WORKERS BEGINS TO RUN LOW AGAIN | A7

NASCAR: JIMMIE JOHNSON FINDS HIS VOICE IN FINAL SEASON | B1

Thousands of Lynchburg-area businesses, nonprofits awarded millions in federal loans

More than 3,100 small businesses
and nonprofit organizations in
Lynchburg and neighboring counties
received loans ranging from a few
hundred dollars up to $10 million.
PHOTOS BY KENDALL WARNER/THE NEWS & ADVANCE

Facility received a loan of between $2 million and $5 million

AREA GETS $223M
Church received a loan
of between $1 million
and $2 million

Company received a loan of between $5 million and $10 million

Company received a loan of between
$1 million and $2 million

School received a loan of between
$2 million and $5 million

SEE LOANS | A3

Nelson stands out in its fight
against now-canceled ACP

SEE FIGHT | A5SEE STUDENTS | A5
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History is
Open Again

Thomas Jefferson’s Poplar Forest is open
for tours—with precautions in place to best

protect the safety of all visitors.

Open 7 days a week with tours running hourly
from 10:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Strictly limited to a maximum of
10 people per tour

All visitors must wear a face mask while
on tour and in all buildings

For tickets, details or more
information on our many additional
safety precautions, please visit

poplarforest.org/visit or call 434.534.8120.

Lynchburg-based electri-
cal equipment supplier,
received a loan worth
between $5 million and
$10 million — the largest
amount awarded to a single
business in the region.

Federal data shows the
Delta Star loan, approved
in early May, helped the
manufacturer retain 500
employees.

Delta Star Marketing
Director Heather Maddox
said the company has not
determined the amount of
the loan that will be used at
this time but the company
plans to use the loan for
payroll costs, with a smaller
amount being directed to
utilities and rent.

“The rippling effect of
the COVID-19 pandemic
caused a major business
disruption globally, impact-
ing nearly all industries,
as world governments
attempted to quarantine
areas in an effort to limit
the spread of the illness,”
she said. “Due to the un-
predictability of COVID-19,
Delta Star was forced to lay
off a number of employees
in March of this year.”

Jason Greene, president
and CEO of Delta Star, said
the company has drasti-
cally shifted the way it
does business, including
daily business operations,
face-to-face interactions,
customer visits and travel.

“We’ve had to make tough
decisions and will continue
doing so as necessary, but
that hasn’t stopped us from
working tirelessly to protect
the health and safety of our
employees while continu-
ing to serve our customers,
local communities, and
North America with the
deliverance of quality prod-
ucts and services,” he said.

Among the 15 local
businesses that got loans
between $2 million and

$5 million were the Lynch-
burg engineering firm Hurt
& Proffitt, the manufacturer
Automated Conveyor Sys-
tems, Wintergreen Resort
in Nelson County and
Johnson Health Center.

At Johnson Health Center,
a regional clinic, the objec-
tive through the pandemic
was to always maintain the
workforce at 100%, accord-
ing to Executive Director
Gary Campbell.

“The PPP money really
gave us an opportunity to
extend that out,” he said.
“The money covered about
eight weeks of payroll to

keep our employees at
100%.”

The health center re-
ceived $2,076,000 through
the loan program and has
used all of it to keep its staff
of 220 employed, Campbell
said. The money was also
used to deploy underuti-
lized dental staff to other
positions like medication
transportation and patient
screening at the doors.

The Lynchburg digital
services company CloudFit
Software, Cunningham
Brothers Auto Parts in
Rustburg and 18 other or-
ganizations received loans

between $1 million and
$2 million.

Small businesses weren’t
the only local organizations
to receive loans through the
taxpayer-funded program.
Nearly 200 nonprofits,
including several churches
and schools, were also
awarded loans.

Randolph College and
Westminster Canterbury of
Lynchburg each received
loans between $2 million
and $5 million, while non-
profit HumanKind, Thom-
as Road Baptist Church,
private residential school
Virginia Episcopal School
and the YMCA of Central
Virginia each received a
loan in the $1 million to
$2 million range.

Mitch Wesolowski,
Randolph College’s vice
president for finance and
administration, said the
school’s exact loan amount

was $3.69 million. The
money helped the school
keep 408 employees on the
payroll.

“The program allowed us
to more easily maintain our
focus on providing the best
possible experience for our
students during a very chal-
lenging and difficult time
for our nation,” Wesolowski
said in an email. “Our facul-
ty and staff are our biggest
strength, and we were com-
mitted during this time to
do whatever we could not
to negatively impact them.
The PPP program provided
assistance that made this
less challenging.”

The only other institu-
tion of higher learning in
the region to apply for a
loan was Virginia University
of Lynchburg. According
to federal data, the loan,
worth between $350,000
and $1 million, helped save

239 jobs at the historically
Black school.

Officials at Westminster
Canterbury of Lynchburg
said the long-term care fa-
cility plans to exhaust all of
the $2.9 million it received
in federal aid. The assisted-
living facility has 439 staff
members and there has
been no workforce reduc-
tion this year since all
employees are considered
essential workers.

“Keeping our work-
force in place is critical to
providing services to all
our residents who are de-
pending on us during this
difficult time of pandemic,”
Paul Shelton, Westminster’s
CFO, said.

The federal government
has approved 4.9 million
loans worth about
$521 billion in total as of
last month, leaving roughly
$130 billion left to be dis-
tributed. Congress recently
extended the deadline to
apply for a PPP loan to
Aug. 8.

Treasury and SBA officials
said there are already signs
the program has helped
stabilize the economy,
pointing to encouraging
jobs reports showing an
increase of 7.5 million jobs
in May and June. Still, the
national unemployment
rate stands at 11% and
19 million people still are
drawing unemployment
benefits.

“The PPP is providing
much-needed relief to
millions of American small
businesses, supporting
more than 51 million jobs
and over 80 percent of all
small business employ-
ees, who are the drivers of
economic growth in our
country,” U.S. Treasury
Secretary Steven Mnuchin
said in a statement.

Reach Richard Chumney
at (434) 385-5547.

Loans
From Page A1

KENDALL WARNER/THE NEWS & ADVANCE

The Johnson Health Center in Lynchburg received a loan of between $2 million and $5 million from the Paycheck Protection
Program in 2020.

LOCAL & STATE

LOAN RANGE NUMBER OF LOANS

$1 to $150,000 2,741
$150,000 to $350,000 220
$350,000 to $1 million 129
$1 million to $2 million 20
$2 million to $5 million 15
$5 million to $10 million 1

Total loan value: $223,900,090-$421,750,090

Loans to Lynchburg-area businesses, nonprofits


