
By Jeff Malmgren
Times sTaff WriTer

After the slap, Sam Fisher 
won in a snap.

As has been the custom 
during his unrivaled career with 
Fauquier High’s wrestling team.

Fisher became the first 
four-time state champion in 
Fauquier County wrestling 
history Saturday, which 
helped the Falcons win 
the third team state title in 
county history – all over 
the past six seasons for the 
Falcons – by beating run-
ner-up Great Bridge 170.5-
164 in the Class 4 tour-

nament at Tuscarora High 
in Leesburg, while Liberty 
placed third with 139 points.

Fisher scored Fauquier High’s 
final points by pinning Amherst’s 

Josh Brooks in 68 seconds during 
the 182-pound title match for the 

quickest victory of the finals.
Just before the beginning of that bout, 

Fisher stepped onto the mat and ferocious-
ly slapped the hand of his father, Fauquier 

coach Doug Fisher. That’s a pre-match tra-
dition that the son and father have shared for 

four years, and it’s often a reliable barometer 
for how well Sam Fisher will perform.

“There are times he gets me like, 
‘Woof.’ I mean it’s bad,” Doug Fish-
er said of his stinging hand. “Then 
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   MASTERFUL

FISHER LEADS FALCONS
TO STATE TITLE NO. 3

Senior wins record fourth wrestling title, Camarca, 
Richards also win gold, as do Eagles’ Barrett, Dupill

By Josh Dorsey
speCial To The Times

Countless teams in sports history 
started slow, didn’t scare anyone, then 
abruptly peaked at the right time.

After losing four starters and their 
coach from a regional playoff team, 
Kettle Run started 1-6 and was con-
sidered an afterthought in the North-
western District boys basketball race, 
but lo and behold, they’re joining Mill-
brook in the regional playoffs.

The Cougars lost to Millbrook 47-34 
in the Northwestern District tourna-
ment final on Feb. 20, but their season 
isn’t done, with a Class 4 Region C 
semifinal Tuesday at Loudoun County.

“It seemed like it clicked in every-
body’s head how special this can be,” 
senior guard Drew Tapscott said. “Ev-

erybody bought in and we got on a roll.”
The No. 6-seeded Cougars entered 

the final having won seven of nine 
and making school history with a 47-
45 win over the No. 2-seeded Hand-
ley in the semifinals.

“As a player I never beat Handley 
and as a coach I finally got one,” said 
Kettle Run coach Christian Yancey. 
“They can say they are the first Kettle 
Run team to beat Handley.”

Kettle Run also upset No. 3 James 
Wood 49-45 in the quarters.

Against Millbrook, Kettle Run 

scored just four points in the first 
quarter, all by Tapscott, and trailed 
23-14 at the half.

Kettle Run got an early 3-point-
er from Jacob Robinson in the third 
quarter and used it to spark a 9-2 run 
to pull within two points.

Tapscott, who led the Cougars with 
16 points, put fear into the packed crowd 
in Winchester before Millbrook eventu-
ally pulled away in the fourth quarter.

“They are hot at the right time,” 
said Millbrook coach Robert Harris. 
“They have one heck of a guard in 
Drew Tapscott. He is fantastic. They 
play hard as heck.”

“It is good to be peaking,” Tapscott 
said. “We got a reality check tonight 
but it is good to happen now instead 
of in regionals on Tuesday.”

“Everyone is buying into the coach 
and it is a different atmosphere,” said 
senior Trevor Yergey. “I don’t think 
this is a big setback”

“We have found our groove,” 
Yancey said. “We will go back in the 
lab, start blasting music, start shoot-
ing and watch some film.”

I’m like, ‘Oh, this [opponent] 
is in trouble.’

“It wasn’t bad tonight,” the 
coach said Saturday. “One out 
of 10, that was a three. … But 
I’m pretty calloused by now.”

That hand slap almost al-
ways leads to a victory for 
Sam Fisher, a Virginia Tech 
recruit who will soon gradu-
ate with an incredible 172-24 
career record. He pinned all 
four of his state opponents 
this weekend in a cumulative 
8 minutes, 47 seconds, which 

Kettle Run’s
Maranto earns
three medals
in state swim

By Jeff Malmgren
Times sTaff WriTer

Kettle Run set three pro-
gram records Saturday and 
combined with Fauquier to 
claim eight state medals at 
the Class 4 swim meet at 
SwimRVA in Richmond.

Falcon Isabel Robey led all 
local swimmers with a third-
place medal while Nick Ma-
ranto amassed three medals 
as Kettle Run’s boys finished 
13th with 77 points. Blacks-
burg won with 303 and Fauqui-
er took 16th with 42.

In the girls competition, the 
Cougars placed 16th with 43 
and the Falcons finished 21st 
with 23 behind champion Mo-
nacan (276 points).

Kettle Run advanced to the 
finals in 11 events and Fauqui-
er advanced in six with Robey 
swimming the girls 100-yard 
backstroke in 57.48 seconds to 
place third. Erin Kerrigan took 
fifth in the girls 500 freestyle 
in 5 minutes, 5.53 seconds and 
sixth in the 200 free in 1:56.13 
to break two of her own pro-
gram records. She also placed 
11th in the 400 free in 3:48.75 
with Megan Fallin, Emma 
Craddock and Peyton Talomie 
and 15th in the 200 medley re-
lay in 1:55.38 with Craddock, 
Talomie and Fallin.

Talomie did not advance to 
the finals in the 100 fly, but she 
broke her own record by finish-
ing in 1:09.65 to place 17th.

Maranto added a sixth-place 
finish in the boys 100 breast-
stroke in 1:00.42 with sev-
enth-place finishes in the 200 
individual medley (1:58.91) and 
200 medley relay (1:41.64) with 
Fallin, Ben Adams and Nathan 
Kim. Kim also took 10th in 
the 50 free (21.83) and 100 free 
(49.28) with Adams 15th in the 
500 free (5:05.44).

For Fauquier, Jake Goldman 
placed fifth in the boys 100 but-
terfly in 52.88, sixth in the 200 
IM in 1:56.34 and 12th in the 
200 free relay in1:32.07 with 
Bobby Slater, Brady Working 
and Tyler McAndrew. Robey 
also finished 10th in the 50 free 
in 25.13, while McAndrew took 
12th in the 100 free in 49.44.

PHOTOS BY DEBORA FRANKLIN
Fauquier surged to the state title thanks to huge performances 
from its three state champions: Sam Fisher (left) at 182 pounds, 
D.J. Richards (above) at 126 and Gino Camarca (below) at 138.

See WRESTLING, page 14

FILE PHOTO
A late season surge helped Kettle Run 
snatch a region berth from rivals such 
as James Wood, Handley, Liberty and 
Fauquier.

Upstart Kettle Run 
boys make regions

‘It clicked’

Fauquier Times | February 26, 2020
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  HomeSweetHomeImprovements.com

HOME SWEET HOME
IMPROVEMENTS

       540.439.8890     Design. Build. Remodel.  
Exceptional Service and Quality Craftsmanship since 1990 

Whether you are planning to remodel your Kitchen, transform your  
Master Bath, finish a Basement or build an Addition, you need more than  

a contractor. You need a partner you can trust with the possession that  
says the most about what you value and the way you live 

 

  
FEB 21 @ 6PM   

LIMITED SEATING 
 FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO RSVP  

PLEASE CALL 540.439.8890 

KITCHEN & BATH SEMINAR 

gave him seven pins in nine postsea-
son matches this month with techni-
cal falls of 23-8 and 20-5 as he also 
claimed the Region 4C and Class 4 
Northwestern District championships 
for the fourth consecutive seasons.

In similar historic fashion Satur-
day, Mason Barrett became Liber-
ty’s first two-time state champion 
by winning at 120 pounds while 
132-pound teammate Colin Dupill 
became the Eagles’ first freshman 
state champion.

Also earning state medals for 
Liberty were Bryan Contreras (152 
runner-up), William Winegardner 
(138 runner-up), Jovon Mitchell (145, 
third), Caleb Swinson (160, fifth) 
and Royce Hall (170, fifth).

For Fauquier, D.J. Richards won 
the 126 championship and Gino Ca-
marca won the 138 title with a 160 
runner-up in Eric DeWald. Also earn-
ing state medals for the Falcons were 
Ben Bell (fourth, 195), Casey Burr 
(fourth, 285), Reece Kuhns (fifth, 
120) and Thomas Heisler (fifth, 220).

So Fauquier claimed its seven con-
secutive top-seven finish at state with 
14 consecutive top-nine placements, 
including the Class 4A title in 2015-
16 and 2014-15 with Doug Fisher 
winning his third title Saturday.

“I was really happy,” Fisher said. 
“Of course your first one is something 
[special], but the second one we kind 

of had the same [wrestlers] and sort 
of felt destined for that. This one’s a 
whole different feel – really special 
[after] we had a lot of struggles in a lot 
of different areas 
midseason.”

The Falcons 
didn’t win a reg-
ular season tour-
nament until late 
January, but that 
lone victory gave 
them some needed confidence, 
which then increased when they won 
the Class 4 Northwestern District 
and the Region 4C titles.

“Honestly, I didn’t think our team 
had it in us until these last few weeks 
where we were just pushing as hard 
as we could,” Camarca said. “It’s in-
credible.”

Sam Fisher agreed.
“Halfway through the year, I hon-

estly would not have put us up there 
in the top four” among Class 4 teams, 

he said. “This last 
month the whole 
team kind of com-
mitted.

“I’m so proud 
of the team,” he 
said. “It’s awe-
some to be a part 

of that effort.”
Fisher helped spark the Falcons’ 

improvement by insisting they log 
an extra practice session at 6 a.m. 
most mornings before school during 
the postseason. That served as a sup-
plement to their afternoon practices.

“He finally stepped up and became 
the vocal leader and just took owner-

ship of the team completely,” Doug 
Fisher said of his son. “Honestly, that 
was probably the hugest thing.”

As a dominant wrestler, Sam 
Fisher previously relied mostly on 
a lead-by-example approach, but he 
improved his leadership skills late 
this season.

“A lot of seniors on this team, he’s 
really good friends with,” Doug Fisher 
said, “and he had a hard time holding 
them accountable when they didn’t put 
the effort in that they needed to.

“When he started holding people 
accountable,” Fisher said, “they re-
sponded well.”

So the Falcons built an early 84-
82.5 lead Friday over Great Bridge 
during the first session of the state 

WRESTLING, from page 13

PHOTOS BY DEBORA FRANKLIN
Liberty 120-pound star Mason Barrett (above) won his second state title and 
Eagle freshman Colin Dupill broke through big with a title at 132.

See WRESTLING, page 15

MORE FHS, LHS 
WRESTLING ONLINE
Look for more interviews and 
coverage of Liberty and Fauquier 
wrestling at fauquier.com.

Richards wins at 126,
Camarca wins at 138
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Fauquier girls hoopsters finish 14-10 after loss to Wood
BEST RECORD IN A DECADE

By Fred Hodge
speCial To The Times

Personal fouls played a large 
role in Fauquier’s season-ending 
girls basketball game, a 60-32 loss 
to James Wood in the Northwest-
ern District semifinals on Feb. 18.

The No. 2-seeded hosts made 19 
of 28 free throw attempts, while No. 
3 Fauquier was a paltry 2-for-6.

Sophomores Skyler Furr and 
Makayla Foddrell, Fauquier’s Twin 
Towers, both had three fouls by 
halftime and four by the conclu-
sion of the third quarter. 

“It was evident, they had a mis-
sion. They knew if they could get 
our bigs in foul trouble, it would 
take some of our steam from us,” 

said FHS coach Brian Foddrell. 
“The fouls took our aggressiveness 
away. Still, we were only down by 
seven at the half,” he said of the 18-
11 score.

The Falcons shut out Makayla 
Firebaugh, a 2,000-point scorer, in 
the first half, although she still fin-
ished with 18. “We put a big in her 
face to alter her shot,” Foddrell said.

Despite the season-ending de-
feat, Foddrell was upbeat about 
his team’s play after an 0-3 and 
3-6 overall start. They melded into 
a unit that won nine of the last 11 
district battles for a 9-5 mark.

Fauquier finished 14-10 overall, 
their first winning season in more 
than a decade.

“This has been a wonderful 
season, something we are going 
to build on,” Foddrell said proud-
ly, noting he loses only one senior. 
“We are going to continue to build 
and press forward.”

Furr finished with nine points. 
Tia Minor and Skye Corum both 
added seven.

Millbrook won the district title 
over Wood 51-41 as both moved into 
Tuesday night’s Region C tourna-
ment, with Millbrook hosting Dulles 
District runner-up Tuscarora. James 
Wood traveled to Loudoun Valley.

The two winners play Thursday 
for the region championship and 
will advance to the Class 4 state 
quarterfinals.

PHOTO BY RANDY LITZINGER
Skyler Furr and the Falcons should be even 
better next year.

tournament, and they expanded that to 152.5-149 
entering the finals Saturday. The Wildcats took a 
brief 153-152.5 lead by winning the 106-pound 
final, but Fauquier took the lead for good at 158.5-
153 with Richards winning the 126 final.

Richards pinned Powhatan’s Sean Hall in 3:11, 
but Sam Fisher topped him with a pin in 1:08 at 182.

Fisher also won the 182 weight class last season 
as a junior with a 170 title as a sophomore and a 
160 title as a freshman. So he topped the Falcons’ 
Garrett Tingen, who won championships in 2016, 
2015 and 2014 to set the bar for individual titles. 
Fisher also became only the fifth county wrestler 

in history with four state medals while earning 
solo status as a four-time champion.

“It’s a cool title to have, but it doesn’t make me 
any different of a person,” Fisher said. “I’ve still 
got a lot of getting better to do.

“I feel like if you aren’t [focused on the future] 
than you’re kind of stagnant,” the Virginia Tech re-
cruit said. “You’ve got to be always working to prog-
ress forward. So that’s where my mindset will stay.”

Wrestling during the Virginia High School 
League season hasn’t posed much of a challenge 
recently for Fisher, compared to his out-of-state 
competitions. He has claimed medals at presti-
gious national tournaments such as the Walsh Je-

suit Ironman championships and the United States 
Marine Corps Cadet/Junior championships.

Nonetheless, Fisher chose to wrestle at Fauqui-
er as a senior rather than foregoing his final sea-
son to begin training early at Virginia Tech.

“That was an option on the table, but he really 
wanted to complete his senior year,” Doug Fish-
er said. “He’s really committed to Fauquier – the 
school, the community, the parents, the program 
that we have. I think that was more important than 
the four state titles.

“He chose to stay, and I’m glad he did,” the 
coach said. “He committed significantly to this 
state title much more than the points he scored.”

WRESTLING, from page 14



By Jeff Malmgren
Times sTaff WriTer

Living in Italy the past few weeks, 
Jazmon Gwathmey has found some 
unexpected free time to further appre-
ciate the historic moment she helped 
give Puerto Rico in early February.

Gwathmey, a 2011 Liberty High 
graduate, was arguably the most im-
portant player for the Puerto Rico 
national team that earned the first 
women’s basketball Olympics bid in 
the island’s history during the FIBA 
Women’s Olympic Qualifying Tour-
nament in Bourges, France, Feb. 6-9. 
But Gwathmey, 27, couldn’t celebrate 
that unprecedented accomplishment 
back in Puerto Rico due to her prior 
commitment to Fila San Martino di 
Lupari, a professional team in Italy.

So Gwathmey, whose mother, Iris 
Campos, was born in Puerto Rico, 
went from that FIBA tournament back 
to Italy. Shortly thereafter the corona-
virus spread enough for San Martino 
to cancel of some its games, as Italy 
has reported the most coronavirus cas-
es outside of China and South Korea.

Nearby, Japan announced Tues-
day it was considering postponing 
the 2020 Summer Olympics in To-
kyo, scheduled to begin July 24.

“I’m a little concerned. … I’m 
just aching to play,” said Gwathmey, 
a 2016 James Madison University 
graduate who spent three seasons 
playing in the WNBA.

Only 16 days after the FIBA tour-
nament, the WNBA’s Connecticut 
Sun signed Gwathmey to a training 
camp contract after she last played 
for the Indiana Fever in 2018.

But even the cancellation of the 
2020 Games wouldn’t negate the 
pride she feels from giving Puerto 
Rico some international recognition 
as an Olympic qualifier.

“I love playing for them,” she said 
of the national team, which she’s 
been a member of for two years. 
“The country itself is excited for us.”

Puerto Rico entered FIBA group 
play as the lowest-ranked team 
in the four-team 
France pool, but 
Gwathmey’s team 
upset Brazil 91-89 
in overtime Feb. 6, 
spreading smiles 
and happy tears 
across the faces of 
many of Puerto Ri-
co’s players.

Brazil lost its 
next two games 
to officially clinch 
Puerto Rico’s 
first Olympic bid, 
which had profound 
meaning after the 
island’s recent tribulations.

Puerto Rico continues to feel sig-
nificant aftershocks following a 6.4 
magnitude earthquake Jan. 7, which 
happened with the island still recov-
ering from devastation caused by 
Hurricane Maria in September 2017.

“Puerto Rico itself has been 
through so much,” Gwathmey said. 
“They get punched and punched, 
and get up and get punched again, 
and get up again.

“So it’s something we wanted to 
do so bad for Puerto Rico,” she said 
of qualifying for the Olympics. “We 

wanted to make them happy. That’s 
why [all the players] were so emo-
tional” after beating Brazil.

In that game, Puerto Rico trailed 
65-55 early in the fourth quarter 
before forcing overtime at 83-83. 
Gwathmey played 43 of the 45 min-
utes and finished with 15 points, eight 
rebounds, three steals and two assists.

“I just remember being so exhaust-
ed,” she said. “Then the final buzzer 

went off and I was 
just relieved, and 
that was the best 
feeling ever.

“We knew we 
were underdogs 
and we worked so 
hard start to finish,” 
she said.

Puerto Rico en-
tered as the No. 23 
team in the FIBA 
rankings with Brazil 
at No. 15, while No. 2 
Australia beat Puer-
to Rico 100-74 Feb. 
8 and No. 5 France 

won 89-51 Feb. 9.
Gwathmey ended up as the 

fourth-leading scorer in the Bourges 
group with 17 points per game, and she 
tied for second with 2.3 steals per con-
test, adding 5.3 rebounds per game.

That made Gwathmey one of five 
players named to the pool’s all-star 
team. She received a trophy at cen-
ter court with the likes of Australia’s 
Liz Cambage, one of the WNBA’s 
top players.

“I didn’t even know there was an 
all-star team,” Gwathmey said with 
a laugh. “They just pulled me to the 

side and told me to stand there.”
She also didn’t have many mem-

ories from actually playing those 
three FIBA games, but she later 
watched highlights to truly appreci-
ate her performance after receiving 
great feedback from her father, Wil-
liam Gwathmey.

“I blacked out,” Jazmon Gwathmey 
said of playing in France. “I hit tunnel 
vision and I just went for it. I wasn’t 
thinking about anything. It felt good 
being able to play like that and clearly 
it gets my name out there more.”

Despite her time in the WNBA 
and as one of the best players in JMU 
history, Gwathmey is honored to play 
for Puerto Rico’s national team.

“For a country it’s thousands and 
thousands and thousands of people. 
We’re very prideful of that. I walk on 
the street in Puerto Rico and people 
know me, and it’s four hours from one 
side of the island to the other side,” she 
said. “When I go home [to Virginia] no-
body knows me there” on a grand scale.

Before joining San Martino’s 
team in Italy during mid-January, 
Gwathmey played internationally in 
Spain and Australia.

Her playing career has taken her 
to South Korea, Hungary and Portu-
gal, among other countries.

She’s enjoyed vacationing in 
Dubai and Maldives after never trav-
eling outside the United States prior 
to 2016.

“I’ve seen a lot of different plac-
es, which is pretty cool,” Gwathmey 
said. “It has its perks for sure, but 
the down [side] is you’re away from 
family and friends.”

MUY BIEN, JAZMON
Former Liberty star helps Puerto Rico women’s basketball make Olympics

Fauquier Times | March 4, 2020
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OPENING GAMES IN TWO WEEKS
Spring games can begin Monday, March 16 
in baseball, soccer, lacrosse, tennis, softball 
and outdoor track.

SPRING SPORTS PREVIEWS
Look for Fauquier, Liberty and Kettle Run 
spring sports previews in the next three 
issues of the Fauquier Times.

“I walk on the street in 
Puerto Rico and people 
know me ... I love playing 
for them.”

JAZMON GWATHMEY

COURTESY PHOTOS
Jazmon Gwathmey, 27, was a 
legend at Liberty, helping the 
Eagles win the 2011 state title. 
Now she’s acclaimed in Puerto 
Rico for helping the women’s 
national basketball team 
qualify for the 2020 Olympics.

Jazmon Gwathmey
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At a time of alarming contraction, Virginia’s steeple-
chase circuit boasts a brand-new racecourse to support 
the spring series, and welcomes back a long-lost meet. 

The Virginia Point-to-Point Foundation hosts eight 
hunt-sponsored race meets this spring, March 7 through 
April 26, with three National Steeplechase Association 
sanctioned meets dotting the calendar in April 
and May. 

The successful Virginia “starter reward” 
program renews for a second year, with ev-
ery Virginia-owned or -trained point-to-point 
starter receiving a $200 bonus payment spon-
sored by the Virginia Equine Alliance. Another VEA 
program, the Virginia-bred turf series, has expanded to 
include Virginia certified horses. 

Virginia’s NSA kickoff, the April 18 Middleburg 
Spring Races at Glenwood Park mark their 100th annual 
running. The meet offers a record $245,000 in purses, 
including an increase to $100,000 for the headline Tem-
ple Gwathmey Memorial hurdle stake. 

The May 2 Virginia Gold Cup races are the sole pa-
ri-mutuel meet on the spring circuit. Betting on the Ken-
tucky Derby will again be available on site. 

Live racing returns to Colonial Downs in New Kent 
County July 23-Aug. 29. Nearly $500,000 in daily purs-
es and over $2.8 million in total stakes, including a ro-
bust Virginia bred and certified schedule is scheduled 
during the 18-day meet. 

“We are looking forward to an expanded race meet 
this year offering one of the highest purse 
structures in the country,” including weekly 
hurdle races, said Jill Byrne, vice president of 
racing. “The 2019 season was a very success-
ful return to live racing at Colonial Downs and 

incredible support from horsemen, fans and patrons.”
The spring hunter pace series includes seven 

hunt-hosted events – Piedmont Foxhounds March 21, Or-
ange County Hounds March 28, Old Dominion Hounds 
April 5, Rappahannock Hunt April 11, Blue Ridge Hunt 
April 18, Warrenton Hunt April 19 and Loudoun Fairfax 
Hunt April 25. 

A full condition book, and details on each steeple-
chase meet are available online at centralentryoffice.
com. 

– Stories by Betsy Burke Parker

Saturday, March 7
Rappahannock Hunt Point-to-Point
The Hill, Boston

rappahannockhunt.com

Saturday, March 14
79th annual Warrenton Hunt Point-
to-Point
Airlie, Warrenton

warrentonhunt.com

Saturday, March 21
79th annual Piedmont Foxhounds 
Point-to-Point
Salem, Upperville
540-592-7100

Sunday, March 29
Orange County Hounds Point-to-
Point
Locust Hill Farm, Middleburg

pippymcc@gmail.com

Saturday, April 4
Old Dominion Hounds Point-to-
Point
Ben Venue Farm, Ben Venue

olddominionhounds.com

Sunday, April 12
54th annual Loudoun Hunt Point-
to-Point
Oatlands, Leesburg

loudounfairfaxhunt.com

Saturday, April 18
100th annual Middleburg Spring 
Races
Glenwood Park, Middleburg

middleburgspringraces.com

Sunday, April 19
71st annual Blue Ridge Hunt Point-
to-Point
Woodley Farm, Berryville

blueridgehunt.org

Saturday, April 25
42nd annual Foxfield Spring Races
Charlottesville

foxfieldraces.com

Sunday, April 26
Middleburg Hunt Point-to-Point
Glenwood Park, Middleburg

middleburghunt.com

Saturday, May 2
95th running Virginia Gold Cup 
Great Meadow, The Plains

vagoldcup.com

RACING SCHEDULE

The Virginia steeplechase circuit starts up Saturday, March 7, running through the May 2 Virginia Gold Cup. 

Virginia racing purses plumped 
by HHR gaming machines
Virginia’s racing industry is 
reaping the benefits of the wildly 
popular Historical Horse Racing 
games offered at four Rosie’s 
Gaming Emporiums around the 
commonwealth. 
Total betting handle topped $1 billion 
after the first site opened last April 
in New Kent County. More than 
2,000 machines feature a sort of slot 
machine-horse racing combination, 
with “winning” numbers based on 
results from previously run races. 

colonialdowns.com

Author, jockey Smithwick will 
lecture on ‘Racing Time’
Writer Patrick Smithwick will lecture 
on his steeplechase trilogy – “Racing 
My Father,” “Flying Change” and 
“Racing Time” – at a May 7 reading 
and booksigning at the National 
Sporting Library in Middleburg. All 
three books, autobiographies about 
Smithwick’s life and that of his 
champion professional jockey father, 
Paddy Smithwick, tell the history 
and give an insider’s view of the 
steeplechase circuit from the turn of 
the 20th century to modern day. 

patricksmithwick.com

Magic of grey thoroughbreds 
traces to a single Arab ancestor 
The image of a gallant grey horse – 

whether fighting to the finish line in a 
race or fighting boldly on a battlefield 
– has long held mankind in thrall. 
The association with myth (Pegasus 
and unicorns are usually depicted 
as grey), legend (Death rode a pale 
horse in biblical story) and literature 
(G.K. Chesterton wrote “The Ballad of 
the White Horse”) sets the non-color 
color up for hero status. 
Grey horses make up a small 
proportion of the thoroughbred 
population. The gene for greyness, 
a progressively bleaching overlay 
on a base color – often dark bay or 
sometimes chestnut – is dominant. 
This means that grey color is passed 
directly from parent to foal, unable to 
re-emerge as recessive. 

Every grey thoroughbred traces back to 
a single individual, the Alcock Arabian, 
imported to England during the early 
1700s. Through his son Crab, three-
time champion stallion in Britain, the 
grey color gained a toehold in the 
nascent racing breed because mare 
owners wanted to breed their mares 
to the by-then white Crab, and his 
propensity for passing along the grey 
gene was strong. 
However beautiful a dapple grey, and 
however stand-out a championship 
level grey, or white, horse may be, 
color is of course the least important 
as far as performance is concerned. 

tbheritage.com 

See CHASE, page 15
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2020 Spring 
Steeplechase Preview

New course kicks off new season,
95th Virginia Gold Cup is May 2

Stories and 
photos by Betsy 

Burke Parker
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Lip tattoos become a thing of the past 
The Jockey Club and 
Thoroughbred Racing 
Protective Bureau are 
phasing in a new tech 
era for horse racing – 
digitizing registration 
and identification. 
Foal papers, 
considered as 
irreplaceable as an 
original human birth 
certificate, will no 
longer have to be 
shuffled from owner 
to owner, placed 
on file with a racing 
secretary or carried 
by hand to auctions. 
Digital registration certificates are easily pulled up 
on computers and mobile devices, and will of course 
contain the most-updated information on pedigree 
and performance. And by using microchips, 
racehorses can be instantly identified when racing 
as well as tracked after retirement. 
The new technology will take a few years to get 
used to, horsemen say, but the new technology 
has been universally accepted. Digital registration 
became mandatory with the 2018 foal crop. 
The process begins when a breeder submits a 
Live Foal Report to the Jockey Club within 30 
days of a foal’s birth. Three to four months later, 
the Jockey Club mails a packet to the breeder 
with a microchip with a unique 15-character 
number and a genetic sampling kit. 
A veterinarian then inserts the microchip into the 
foal’s nuchal ligament on the left side of the neck. 
The microchip is the size of a grain of rice. The 
large ligament will not allow the small chip to 
migrate or move around in the growing horse’s 
body, so future scanning is easy. 
The site is prepped by clipping and a surgical scrub, 
then the chip is inserted with a large needle in a 
motion just like giving an injection – in this case, the 
injection delivers the active microchip. 
The chips are scanned with special readers 
that are simply waved over the neck much like 
scanning barcodes at a grocery store. 

Return to racing at Morven Park? 
There hasn’t been racing at Leesburg’s historic 
Morven Park since 2010, but that may change as 
early as next year. 
“Morven Park is planning a return to steeplechasing,” 
says director of philanthropy Suzanne Musgrave. 
“With a long history of racing, beautiful turf and 
spectacular viewing, racing was canceled (10 years 
ago) due to financial concerns. Many improvements 
have been made to the track and the turf over the 
past two years, native specimen trees have been 
installed on the terraced (viewing and tailgate parking) 
berms for shade, and a new stewards stand on 
the inside rail is planned, which will allow for better 
spectator viewing of the finish line.”
Morven Park used to host a fall race meet, adding a 
spring race a few years before closing, and hosting 
several point-to-points as well.

Returning to Virginia’s spring steeplechase 
lineup for the first time in 12 years, the Rappa-
hannock Hunt Point-to-Point kicks off the local 
circuit this Saturday, March 7. 

Entries are unbelievably strong for the renewed 
meet, with two national champion owners, two cham-
pion trainers and two former national champion rid-
ers attracted to the early-season tune-up opportunity. 
Grade 1 hurdle winner Swansea Mile makes his tim-
ber debut for champion owner George Mahoney and 
champion trainer Ricky Hendriks, and Cheltenham 
Festival winner Veneer of Charm and timber stakes 
winner Kings Apollo take their 2020 bows.

An all-new course has been created for the 
meet, farm owner, steeplechase horseman and 
foxhunter Larry Levy putting in a mile-long 
oval and timber course at The Hill. Located be-
tween Sperryville and Culpeper – address Bos-
ton, though there is no town, only a single shop 
– Levy’s farm straddles the Hazel River. Levy 
improved the established turf through extensive 
earthwork and drain tiles. 

“Weather, weather, weather. That’s the whole 
deal,” Levy said Monday about what he hopes for 
the new race meet. “Looks like our wishes are 
gonna come true, too.” 

At press time, the forecast is for 60 degrees and 
sunny on race day, with limited chance of rain 
this week. 

“The racecourse is way back on the farm,” 
Levy explained. “It’s almost a mile of driveway 
to get back there. It’s real pretty, and that was the 
perfect place for a course. It’s a natural bowl, with 
great viewing and parking, and a good, lightly 
rolling course for the horses. But we were gonna 
have a problem if it’d rained a lot on race day. But 
I think we’re looking good.”

The Rappahannock races ran from 1970 to 
1999 at Thornton Hill Farm in Sperryville. The 
races were held in 2000 at Brandywine Park south 
of Culpeper, and from 2001-2008 at the old Bleu 
Rock Inn course near little Washington. 

Rappahannock joint-master Oliver Brown said 
the club abandoned the meet after 2008 after sev-
eral weather cancellations and the pending sale of 
the Bleu Rock Inn. 

“I’d always missed the Rappahannock races,” 

Levy explained his idea to renew the historic 
meet. “Like a lot of people in this area, I looked 
forward to it every year. 

“I wanted to do something good for the hunt, 
and for the horsemen,” he added. “It’s hard to 
have racehorses around here when the hunt clubs 
keep canceling their races. I offered it to Oliver, 
and it mushroomed.”

Levy has long used his “back field” as one of his 
gallops for his racehorses “I knew it rode well,” he 
said. “I had (trainer) Doug Fout come down and con-
sult me, and (trainer) Richard Valentine helped (re-de-
sign) the homestretch turn. Oliver Brown set the con-
ditions. The Rappahannock Hunt handled publicity 
and ticket sales. Everybody’s real excited about it.”

“Larry’s enthusiasm stimulated me and my 
membership,” Brown added. “Our new masters 
haven’t even been around long enough to remem-
ber the old races at the other courses. So they got 
excited about the whole idea.

“I think a lot of the local trainers aren’t going 
south any more because the weather has been 
okay around here the last few years,” Brown said. 
“We got good entries. This is a good, early-season 
tune-up for these horses.”

Amateur jockey Sam Cockburn has seen the 
new venue, and tried out the brand-new jumps 
last week. “I schooled the course with (Maryland 
Hunt Cup winning jockey) Chris Gracie,” said 
Cockburn. “I thought it rode very well. It will be 
a good distance (2 ½ miles for each of the timber 
races) for the first meet of the spring season.

“Larry has done a great job making inviting 
timber fences” to suit first-timers over jumps, he 
added, whether horses or riders. 

Rappahannock also hosts a hunter pace, April 
11 at Pine Rock Farm in Reva. Details on both 
events are at rappahannockhunt.com. 

Racing’s back at Rappahannock Hunt 
New course built for first 
point-to-point in 12 years

Jockey Sam 
Cockburn 
gave a 
thumbs-up 
to the new 
racecourse 
after 
schooling it 
last week.

EHV-1 CONFIRMED
Disease found in Powhatan
Last week the state veterinarian 
confirmed a horse tested 
positive for equine herpesvirus-1, 
the virus that causes equine 
myeloencephalopathy. 
The infected horse was at a 
boarding barn in Powhatan 
County. The stable is under 
quarantine. 
No horses had left the property 
in at least two weeks. All horses 
on the property are being 
monitored twice daily for fever 
– temperature over 101.5 – and 
other clinical signs. No additional 
Virginia horses are believed to 
have been exposed.
There is no cause for alarm 
concerning the general horse 
population in Virginia. EHV-1 
is a virus that is present in the 
environment and found in most 
horses all over the world. Horses 
typically are exposed to the 
virus at a young age with no side 

effects, and most horses carry 
the virus with no clinical signs. 
Rarely, previously exposed 
horses will develop the 
neurologic form of the disease. 
Symptoms include lethargy, 
incoordination and fever. Find 
more at vdacs.virginia.gov. 

SHOWMANSHIP CLINIC
Learn livestock show tips
The Farm and Home Center hosts 
a youth livestock showmanship 
clinic March 7 at Culpeper 
Agricultural Enterprises. Details are 
at cfcfarmhome.com. 

DRESSAGE
Schooling series upcoming 
The Mitchell Dressage Series 
continues at Vintage Valley 
Sporthorses in Catlett March 
8, with another schooling 
show scheduled April 8. Entry 
information is at mitchellds.com. 
The Virginia Dressage 
Association, Northern Virginia 
chapter, hosts a dressage 

schooling show at Morven Park 
in Leesburg March 21. The 
indoor show offers all levels, 
from intro through FEI. 
Another two-day show is slated 
April 4-5. More at vadanova.org. 
Homestead Farm in Catlett has a 
dressage show April 19. Details 
at homesteadhorsefarm.com. 
FEI rider Silva Martin will teach 
a dressage clinic March 16 at 
Wheatland Farm in Purcellville. 
Auditors are welcome. Register 
at wheatlandfarm.org. 

PURE POETRY
Workshop set March 12
Middleburg’s National Sporting 
Library hosts Dr. Jane Desmond 
for a poetry workshop March 
12. A professor of anthropology 
at the University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign, Desmond 
will explore how poetry about 
animals can serve as a sort of 
cross-species encounter. 
Sign up: info@nationalsporting.org.

HORSE BRIEFS

CHASE, from page 14

Steeplechasing may return to Morven Park.
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By Fred Hodge
special To The Times

The Fauquier girls track team 
stood in first place Monday at the 
end of opening day of the Virginia 
High School League’s Class 4 state 
track meet at Liberty University.

The Falcons scored 22 points in 
the three events and lead Patrick 
Henry (Ashland), Salem (Roanoke) 
and Hampton, which had 10 each. 
Fauquier paced fifth or higher in all 
three competitions.

Kettle Run’s boys also collected 
a pole vault silver medal, as senior 
Evan Torpy cleared 13 feet. Those 
eight points placed the Cougars in a 
five-way tie for sixth place. Fauquier 
had 7.5 for 11th.

Sisters Stephanie Robson and 
Alyssa Robson combined to regis-
ter 18 field event points to stake the 
first-day surge. Stephanie, a junior, 
jumped 5-2 to tie for second in the 
high jump, equaling her season’s 
best effort. She and Alyssa, a sopho-
more, both recorded jumps of 17-5 to 
tie for the event’s bronze medal.

The school’s other four points came 
on a fifth-place finish by the 3,200-me-
ter relay unit of Aubrey Fernandez, 
Abby Gray, Shelby Rosenberger and 
Kiki Wine finished in 9:59.42.

Alyssa Robson also advanced to 
Tuesday’s finals of the 55-meter hur-
dles with the fifth-best qualifying 
time of 8.77 seconds.  

Fauquier’s boys recorded a pair of 
fifth-place finishes for their points. 

Brian Bolles, Kyle St. Clair, Justin 
Tersoglio and John Paccassi formed 
the 3,200-meter relay quartet that 
ran an 8:11.77.

Jackson Schreher was on the 
brink of elimination after he had 
missed the first two attempts at 11 
feet, but made the third try. He then 
cleared 11-6 and a career-high 12 
feet for a tie at fifth.   

“We had kids competing hard,” 
Fauquier coach Quentin Jones said. 
“The boys and girls did a nice job.” 

The meet concluded Tuesday with 
12 additional events. All three local 
schools were expected to add to the 
county’s medal total.

Fauquier’s will need to fight off 
several suitors if they are to win the 

school’s first-ever state indoor track ti-
tle. Some schools will unleash strong 
sprint corps. State power Loudoun Val-
ley is lurking back in 10th place with 
just six points, but the Vikings are pro-
jected to score more than 50 combined 
points in Tuesday’s 1,000, 1,600 and 
3,200. They also have two shot putters 
capable of significant points. The Fal-
cons have few entries in those events.

Jones said his squad will need 
some help from other teams.

“We need other teams to take some 
of those pieces of pie,” he said. “I know 
we might have been able do a little bet-
ter here and there. I’m hoping that does 
not kill us (Tuesday).

“We’ve got to crank it up even 
more.”

Falcon girls lead state track meet after Day 1
Best bets for gold at Class 4 
state indoor track meet
LIBERTY: Sam Rodman is seeded 
No.1 in the boys 1,000; has a time 
of 2:28.49.
KETTLE RUN: Evan Torpy is 
seeded No. 2 in pole vault (13-6). 
Mary-Kate Behan and Nia Rogers 
are seeded No. 2 and 4 in shot put 
(42-3, 35-11).
FAUQUIER: Stephanie Robson is 
seeded No. 3 in triple jump (37-
4.75) and high jump (5-2). Girls 
1,600-meter relay (4:11.03) seeded 
fourth; boys 3,200 relay fifth 
(8:17.96). Alyssa Robson is fifth in 
55 hurdles (8.57) and sixth in triple 
jump (36-9). Aubrey Fernandez 
seeded sixth in 500 1:19.97).

PHOTO BY COLLEEN ROBSON
Stephanie Robson got the Falcons off to 
a good start at states by tying for second 
in the high jump Monday in Lynchburg.

Epic hoop seasons end
for Hawks’ boys, girls,
Kettle Run boys

By Peter Brewington
Times sTaff WriTer

The Highland School boys bas-
ketball team made history by ad-
vancing to the VISAA Division II 
semifinals for the first time, where 
they lost to Norfolk Christian 75-71 
last Saturday in Petersburg.

Also Saturday, the Highland girls 
saw their season end in the state 
semifinals with a 50-42 loss to Nan-
semond Suffolk in Petersburg.

Elsewhere, the Kettle Run boys 
basketball team also saw its season 
close with a 63-56 loss to Loudoun 
County on Feb. 25 in Leesburg.

Employing a run-and-gun style, 
the Highland boys enjoyed the best 
year in school history. It included the 
Delaney Athletic Conference regular 
season and tournament titles and No. 
2 seed for states. The Hawks (23-3) 
promptly eliminated long-time power 
Miller School 81-68 in last Wednes-
day’s quarterfinals in Warrenton.

“You see how dangerous we can 
be. We’ve had some really good 
wins, we’ve won some games on the 
road, and games against some of the 
top teams in the state,” said coach 
Brian Hooker

The Hawks were led by guards 
Angelo Brizzi, Zion Hanberry and 
Yusef Salih and 6-foot-7 sharpshoot-
ing Caleb Furr. Brizzi, Salih and 
Furr return next year.



By Peter Brewington and Fred Hodge

1. COVID-19 shuts down high 
school sports for 10 months

As of Dec. 31, it will have been 283 days since 
March 13, when Gov. Ralph Northam shut down 
state schools for two weeks due to COVID-19, 
which led to virtual learning and new precautions. 
High school athletics never returned as the entire 
spring campaign was lost, the fall season pushed 
back to 2021 and winter season delayed. For spring 
teams, the lost seasons hurt. The Fauquier High 
softball team had a genuine chance at a state title 
and Highland had its usual state contenders in girls 
lacrosse, girls soccer, baseball and boys lacrosse. 
Sports are expected to return soon, but further pan-
demic concerns postponed Fauquier County’s start 
from Dec. 7 to Jan. 6. On Jan. 4, the school system 
will make a decision on whether to proceed.

2. Sam Fisher captures fourth 
state wrestling title

Fauquier senior Sam Fisher became the first 
Fauquier County wrestler to win four individual 
state titles with a first-period pin in the Class 4 
182-pound final. The Virginia Tech signee fin-
ished 44-6 and 171-24 for his career. Fisher topped 
the three titles by former Falcon Garrett Tingen, 
who won state titles in 2016, 2015 and 2014.

3. FHS claims third state 
wrestling crown

In February, Fauquier captured its third Class 
4 state wrestling championship in seven years by 
outscoring runnerup Great Bridge, 170.5-164. Lib-
erty earned third with 139 points. Fauquier had 
three champions in Sam Fisher (182 pounds), Geno 
Camarca (138) and D.J. Richards (126). Liberty’s 
Mason Barrett (120) captured his second champi-
onship and fellow Eagle Colin Dupill won at 132.

4. Ice dancers Cesanek/Yehorov 
move up to senior level 

Warrenton figure skaters Molly Cesanek and 
Yehor Yehorov competed in the 2020 Skate Ameri-
ca, a Grand Prix of Figure Skating event in Las Ve-
gas in late October. The couple has been successful 
on the junior circuit since 2018 and are now com-
peting at the senior level. Cesanek (pronounced 
Cesnick) is a 19-year-old sophomore at American 
University. Yehorov (Ya-gor-ov) is a 21-year-old 
Ukrainian working to get his U.S. citizenship. 

5. Fauquier girls hoops 
explodes for winning season

The Fauquier Falcon girls basketball team 
registered a winning record for the first time in 
more than a decade to finish 14-10. The team was 
a factor in the Northwestern District race at 9-5, 
placing third despite having only one senior in Tia 
Minor, a first-team all-league choice.

6. Wyatt Teller approaches All-Pro 
status for Cleveland Browns

Former Liberty High football star Wyatt Tell-
er of the Cleveland Browns (10-5) has emerged 
as arguably the best right guard in the NFL. The 
third-year pro has a grade of 93.8, making him 
the NFL’s highest rated offensive lineman by Pro 
Football Focus, which analyzes every position. 
More good news: Teller got engaged this month.

7. Liberty’s Sam Rodman wins 
state 1,000-meter indoor title

Liberty’s Sam Rodman won the Class 4 indoor 
state 1,000-meter run gold medal as a junior and 
had the nation’s fastest time of 2:28.49 earlier 
in the season. State silver medals went to Kettle 
Run’s MaryKate Behan in the shot put (37 feet, 10 
inches) and Fauquier’s Stephanie Robson in the 

high jump (5-2) and triple jump (37-7). The Falcon 
girls took second indoors as a team.

8. Three coaching legends 
step down

Doug Fisher resigned as FHS head wrestling 
coach after the Falcons won their third state title in 
February. Fisher also was at the helm for 2015 and 
2016 state crowns. His Falcons were second at states 
three times and captured eight district and eight re-
gional championships in his 10 years as head coach. 
Also stepping down was Kettle Run fixture Ellen 
Allen, who spent 32 years teaching and coaching 
at all three county public high schools. She spent 
six years at Fauquier, 14 at Liberty and 12 at Ket-
tle Run. Allen departs with the most girls basketball 
coaching victories in county history at 266. Saying 
goodbye is Jan Ashby, a 44-year county teacher who 
spent 26 years atop the Falcons’ boys tennis pro-
gram and is the county’s winningest tennis coach.

9. Highland boys basketball 
enjoys best-ever season

The Highland School boys basketball team made 
history with a 81-68 win over long-time power Mill-
er School in the VISAA Division II quarterfinals, 
thus advancing to the state semis for the first time in 

school history. The Hawks fell to Norfolk Collegiate 
in the semis to finish 23-3. The team was led by Del-
aney Athletic Conference MVP Angelo Brizzi, and 
all-DAC picks Zion Hanberry, Yusef Salih and Ca-
leb Furr. Brian Hooker was DAC Coach of the Year.

10. Central Sports Complex 
opens in Warrenton

Fauquier County Parks and Recreation’s Cen-
tral Sports Complex in Warrenton had its grand 
opening in September. The long-awaited complex 
on Meetze Road features six rectangular multi-
purpose fields, including one artificial turf sur-
face and five diamonds for baseball and softball. 
There also is a horse trail and a multipurpose trail.
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NEW DISC GOLF COURSE IN RAPPAHANNOCK COUNTY
The Little Washington Winery and Brewery has built an 18-hole disc golf course. 
Called Jenkins Mountain Disc Golf Course, it plays to par 60 and has 13 par 3s, 
four par 4s and a par 5 hole. Play is free.
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11. Potent finish helps Kettle Run 
boys basketball make regions

After a 1-6 start, first-year Kettle Run boys 
basketball coach Christian Yancey’s Cougars got 
hot and upset No. 3 seed James Wood 49-45 and 
No. 2 Handley 47-45 to make the Northwestern 
District final and earn a region berth. Led by se-
nior Drew Tapscott, Kettle Run fell in the district 
final to Millbrook, then lost to Loudoun County 
in the Class 4 Region C semifinal.

12. Division 1 signees galore
Highland School’s Angelo Brizzi 

became the most highly recruited boys basketball 
player in county history and signed with Villano-
va. Other NCAA Division 1 signees include High-
land’s Yusef Salih (basketball, Idaho), Liberty’s 
Sam Rodman (track, Princeton), Fauquier’s Marc 
Bonnaire (soccer, West Virginia University), Fau-

quier’s Meghan Harrington (softball, Princeton), 
MaryKate Behan (track, West Virginia Univer-
sity), Kettle Run’s Matt McLaughlin (wrestling, 
Davidson), Liberty’s Jordan Woodson (football, 
Liberty), Kettle Run’s Andrew Adair (football, Lib-
erty), Highland’s Gabrielle Brisbin (lacrosse, Mer-
cer), Highland’s Olivia Simmons (soccer, Purdue), 
Highland’s Tyler Kaltreider (baseball, VMI), High-
land’s Ed Wagner (baseball, George Washington) 
and Highland’s Abby Soltys (lacrosse, Mercer).

13. Cameras installed to 
livestream sports events

Spectators will not be allowed this winter at in-
door athletic events, so the county school system 
contracted to have automated cameras installed in 
the gymnasiums and football fields at Fauquier, Lib-
erty and Kettle Run. The cameras will be connected 
to the National Federation of State High School As-
sociation’s subscription streaming service.

14. FHS puts in new turf field
The dilapidated original tennis courts at 

Fauquier High School were transformed into a gleam-
ing, much-needed 30,000-square foot artificial turf 
practice field. The facility was finished in November.

15. Corum, Simmons, Kestner 
start at D-1 schools

Warrenton native Blake Corum had a persuasive 
debut as a true freshman running back at the Univer-
sity of Michigan, scoring two touchdowns against 
Michigan State. The county’s all-time basketball scor-
er, Makaela Kestner, is a starting forward at Liberty 
University and former Highland basketball Cam Sim-
mons is Howard University’s starting center. Former 
Falcon Blaze O’Saben was starting center fielder at 
UMBC. Former Liberty football players Julian Sams 
and Kris Leach are teammates at Kent State. Former 
Eagle Jordan Florence is a redshirt sophomore on the 
Virginia Tech wrestling team.

 

NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC OF PETITION FOR APPROVAL 
OF A RATE ADJUSTMENT CLAUSE, DESIGNATED RIDER RGGI, 

BY VIRGINIA ELECTRIC AND POWER COMPANY
D/B/A DOMINION ENERGY VIRGINIA 

CASE NO. PUR-2020-00169

•Virginia Electric and Power Company d/b/a Dominion Energy Virginia (“Dominion”) has applied for approval of a rate adjustment clause, designated Rider RGGI, to recover costs related to 
the purchase of allowances through the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative market-based trading program for carbon dioxide emissions. 

•Dominion requests approval of a revenue requirement of $168,260,000 for Rider RGGI for the rate year beginning August 1, 2021, through July 31, 2022.  According to Dominion, this 
amount would increase a typical residential customer’s bill using 1,000 kilowatt hours per month by $2.39.

•Due to the ongoing public health emergency related to the spread of the coronavirus, or COVID-19, the State Corporation Commission will hold a telephonic hearing in this case on April 27, 
2021, to receive public witness testimony. 

•The Commission will hold an evidentiary hearing in this case on April 28, 2021.  

•Further information about this case is available on the SCC website at:  scc.virginia.gov/pages/Case-Information.

On November 9, 2020, Virginia Electric and Power Company (“Dominion” or “Company”) filed with the State Corporation Commission (“Commission”) a petition (“Petition”) for approval 
of a rate adjustment clause, designated Rider RGGI, pursuant to § 56 585.1 A 5 e of the Code of Virginia (“Code”).  Through its Petition, Dominion seeks to recover projected and actual costs 
related to the purchase of allowances through the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative (“RGGI”) market-based trading program for carbon dioxide (“CO2”) emissions.  

In May 2019, the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (“DEQ”) issued a final rule establishing a state carbon regulation program linked to RGGI (the “DEQ Carbon Rule” or 
“Rule”).  During its 2020 Regular Session, the General Assembly passed the Clean Energy and Community Flood and Preparedness Act, which authorized Virginia to become a full participant 
of RGGI and authorized DEQ to implement the Rule.  With the passage of this legislation, DEQ revised the DEQ Carbon Rule to clarify that the Commonwealth will join RGGI in 2021.
The Rule will cap CO2 emissions for Virginia at 27.1 million short tons for calendar year 2021 and decrease the emissions cap annually to achieve a level of 19.6 million short tons in 2030.  
Emission sources subject to the Rule will be required to obtain and surrender a CO2 emission allowance for every short ton of CO2 emitted during a control period through participation in the 
RGGI allowance auction program.  The Company states that it owns regulated emissions sources, and therefore must comply with the Rule. 

Code § 56-585.1 A 5 e permits a utility to seek approval of a rate adjustment clause for recovery of “[p]rojected and actual costs of projects that the Commission finds to be necessary ... to 
comply with state or federal environmental laws or regulations applicable to generation facilities used to serve the utility’s native load obligations, including the costs of allowances purchased 
through a market-based trading program for carbon dioxide emissions.  The Commission shall approve such a petition if it finds that such costs are necessary to comply with such environmen-
tal laws or regulations.”

In its Petition, Dominion states that it will initially require approximately 19,000,000 CO2 allowances per year to cover CO2 emissions from its Virginia-based generation fleet, or approx-
imately 29,000,000 CO2 allowances for the rate year of August 1, 2021 through July 31, 2022 (“Rate Year”).   The Company states that it intends to follow a programmatic approach by 
purchasing most of its required allowances in the RGGI quarterly auction, using the secondary market to fulfill any deficiencies.  The Company states that it assumed a weighted average price 
of $6.84 per allowance.  In this proceeding, the Company seeks approval of a total revenue requirement of $168,260,000 for the Rate Year.   

The Company asserts it proposes to use an energy allocation factor to allocate costs to the Virginia jurisdiction and the development of a uniform charge per kilowatt hour (“kWh”) applicable 
to all bundled service customers in the Virginia jurisdiction. 

If the proposed Rider RGGI for the Rate Year is approved, the impact on customer bills would depend on the customer’s rate schedule and usage.  According to Dominion, implementation of 
its proposed Rider RGGI on August 1, 2021, would increase the bill of a residential customer using 1,000 kWh per month by approximately $2.39.
 
Interested persons are encouraged to review the Petition and supporting documents for the details of these and other proposals.  

TAKE NOTICE that the Commission may apportion revenues among customer classes and/or design rates in a manner differing from that shown in the Petition and supporting documents and 
thus may adopt rates that differ from those appearing in the Company’s Petition and supporting documents.
 
The Commission entered an Order for Notice and Hearing in this proceeding that, among other things, scheduled public hearings on Dominion’s Petition.  On April 27, 2021, at 10 a.m., the 
Commission will hold a telephonic hearing, with no witness present in the Commission’s courtroom, for the purpose of receiving the testimony of public witnesses.  On or before April 22, 
2021, any person desiring to offer testimony as a public witness shall provide to the Commission (a) your name, and (b) the telephone number that you wish the Commission to call during the 
hearing to receive your testimony.  This information may be provided to the Commission in three ways:  (i) by filling out a form on the Commission’s website at 
scc.virginia.gov/pages/Webcasting; (ii) by completing and emailing the PDF version of this form to SCCInfo@scc.virginia.gov; or (iii) by calling (804) 371-9141.  This public witness hearing 
will be webcast at scc.virginia.gov/pages/Webcasting. 

On April 28, 2021, at 10 a.m., either in the Commission’s second floor courtroom located in the Tyler Building, 1300 East Main Street, Richmond, Virginia 23219, or by electronic means, the 
Commission will convene a hearing to receive testimony and evidence related to the Petition from the Company, any respondents, and the Commission’s Staff.  Further details on this hearing 
will be provided by subsequent Commission Order or Hearing Examiner’s Ruling.

The Commission has taken judicial notice of the ongoing public health emergency related to the spread of the coronavirus, or COVID-19, and the declarations of emergency issued at both the 
state and federal levels.  In accordance therewith, all pleadings, briefs, or other documents required to be served in this matter should be submitted electronically to the extent authorized by 5 
VAC 5-20-150, Copies and format, of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure (“Rules of Practice”).  Confidential and Extraordinarily Sensitive information shall not be submitted 
electronically and should comply with 5 VAC 5-20-170, Confidential information, of the Rules of Practice.  For the duration of the COVID-19 emergency, any person seeking to hand deliver 
and physically file or submit any pleading or other document shall contact the Clerk’s Office Document Control Center at (804) 371-9838 to arrange the delivery.

Pursuant to 5 VAC 5-20-140, Filing and service, of the Commission’s Rules of Practice, the Commission has directed that service on parties and the Commission’s Staff in this matter shall be 
accomplished by electronic means.  Please refer to the Commission’s Order for Notice and Hearing for further instructions concerning Confidential or Extraordinarily Sensitive Information.

An electronic copy of the Company’s Petition may be obtained by submitting a written request to counsel for the Company, Elaine S. Ryan, Esquire, McGuireWoods LLP, Gateway Plaza, 800 
East Canal Street, Richmond, Virginia 23219, or eryan@mcguirewoods.com.  

On or before April 20, 2021, any interested person may file comments on the Petition by following the instructions found on the Commission’s website: 
scc.virginia.gov/casecomments/Submit-Public-Comments.  All comments shall refer to Case No. PUR-2020-00169. 

On or before February 2, 2021, any person or entity wishing to participate as a respondent in this proceeding may do so by filing a notice of participation with the Clerk of the State Corpora-
tion Commission, c/o Document Control Center, P.O. Box 2118, Richmond, Virginia 23218-2118, or by filing electronically at scc.virginia.gov/clk/efiling/.  Such notice of participation shall 
include the email addresses of such parties or their counsel.  The respondent simultaneously shall serve a copy of the notice of participation on counsel to the Company.  Pursuant to Rule 5 
VAC 5-20-80 B, Participation as a respondent, of the Commission’s Rules of Practice, any notice of participation shall set forth:  (i) a precise statement of the interest of the respondent; (ii) 
a statement of the specific action sought to the extent then known; and (iii) the factual and legal basis for the action.  Any organization, corporation, or government body participating as a 
respondent must be represented by counsel as required by Rule 5 VAC 5-20-30, Counsel, of the Rules of Practice.  All filings shall refer to Case No. PUR-2020-00169.

On or before March 2, 2021, each respondent may file with the Clerk of the Commission at the address above or electronically at scc.virginia.gov/clk/efiling/, and serve on the Commission’s 
Staff, the Company, and all other respondents, any testimony and exhibits by which the respondent expects to establish its case, and each witness’s testimony shall include a summary not to 
exceed one page.  In all filings, respondents shall comply with the Commission’s Rules of Practice, including 5 VAC 5-20-140, Filing and service; and 5 VAC 5-20-240, Prepared testimony 
and exhibits.  All filings shall refer to Case No. PUR-2020-00169.

Any documents filed in paper form with the Office of the Clerk of the Commission in this docket may use both sides of the paper.  In all other respects, except as modified by the Commission’s 
Order for Notice and Hearing, all filings shall comply fully with the requirements of 5 VAC 5-20-150, Copies and format, of the Commission’s Rules of Practice.

The Company’s Petition, the Commission’s Rules of Practice and the Commission’s Order for Notice and Hearing may be viewed at:  scc.virginia.gov/pages/Case-Information.
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