
Looking for more Amherst County news, 
sports, wedding engagements and more? 

Check us out online at:

Classifieds ............. A8
Community ........... A7
Crossword ............. A7
Obituaries ....... A5, A6
Opinion .................. A4

Contact us at:
» Amherst New Era-Progress
101 Wyndale Drive
Lynchburg, VA 24501
» Phone: (434) 385-5440
» Email: editor@neweraprogress.com

» Get the latest 
on places to rent, 
employment, auto 
sales and other 
announcements. 
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virginia could begin  
to reopen next week

By Justin Faulconer
jfaulconer@newsadvance.com

When Summer Hensley came 
up just a second or two short of 
a longtime goal of qualifying for 
state competition in outdoor 
track last year, her frustration sub-
sided.

“There is next season,” the Am-
herst County High School senior 
told herself.

The once comforting thought, 
a phrase commonly spoken in 
sports fields and arenas through-

out the nation, suddenly and 
harshly became a mute point 
when the effects of COVID-19, the 
disease caused by the novel coro-
navirus, closed down schools and 
shuttered the spring sport season 
in March.

The feeling was surreal, and the 
following weeks of isolation from 
her classmates made it more dif-
ficult to stay motivated without 
others to run with, she said.

“It’s just kind of crazy. We didn’t 
know it was possibly the last time 
we’d see each other,” she said of 

life as usual coming to a halt at 
ACHS. “I felt sort of directionless. 
I had to come up with a new goal.”

Her aspiration now is preparing 
to run a 13.1-mile half-marathon 
as soon as she gets the opportu-
nity. She embraces a quote from 
her favorite athlete, Kenya long-
distance runner Eliud Kipchoge, 
the world’s record holder in the 
marathon: “100% of me is noth-
ing compared to 1% of the whole 
team.”

PhOTO by LEE LuThEr Jr./FOr ThE NEW ErA-PrOGrEss

senior Caroline Branham, who ran cross country this school year, heads up 
a hill as she nears the finish line during an October 2019 seminole district 
meet held at sweet Briar College.

‘we were all devastated’
acHs seniors, almost at finish line, reflect on pandemic’s interruption
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By Justin Faulconer
jfaulconer@newsadvance.com

If you’ve been to an Amherst County 
school event that was filmed in the past 
few years, there’s a good chance you’ve 

come across Mark Thurston.
The Amherst County High School senior, 

a heavily involved member of the Amherst 
Lancers Tech Club, is commonly seen at 
school functions with video equipment in 
hand and currently is doing a career in-
ternship with instructor Mike Cargill at the 
division’s central office. He has created the 
logo and music of Superintendent Rob Ar-
nold’s podcast series, has helped produce 
designs for the school’s theater program 
and filmed a recent parade of educators 
driving through the Elon community to lift 
spirits in the wake of coronavirus, along 
with other school responses to the pan-
demic.

senior heavily involved in 
lancer tech club and soccer  
is ‘go-to guy’ behind camera

PhOTO COurTEsy OF TObEy ThursTON 

Mark Thurston poses for a recent photo at his 
home in Amherst.

Ukrainian 
native has 
found home 
in Amherst
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artistic toucH on tHe street

PhOTOs by LEE LuThEr Jr./FOr ThE NEW ErA-PrOGrEss

Amherst 
County 
High School 

student DeVante 
Sorrells recently 
painted storm 
drains in front 
of Amherst High 
School as part of a 
community ser-
vice project for the 
James River As-
sociation. ABOVE: 
Sorrells paints a 
catfish via stencil 
on April 27. TOP 
LEFT: This is one 
of the stencils 
used on the storm 
drains. BOTTOM 
LEFT: Sorrells 
(right) gets a hand 
from Charles John-
son with a catfish 
stencil. 

a tribute to 
workers on the 

front lines
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