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BEST BET2018

Happy New Year!

City offices closed: Franklin City Hall will be 
closed for New Year’s Day on Jan. 1, 2020. The city 
will be operating on regular business hours, 8:30 
a.m. to 5 p.m., on New Year’s Eve, Dec. 31, 2019.

BY STEPHEN FALESKI
STAFF WRITER

stephen.faleski@thetidewaternews.com

[Editor’s note: This is the first of 
two parts]

FRANKLIN
Virginia’s criminal justice sys-

tem dominated headlines in 
Franklin and Southampton 
County in more ways than one 
during 2019.

In February, four law enforce-
ment officers — two from within 
the Southampton County Sher-
iff’s Office and two from other 
agencies — declared their candi-
dacy for the office of sheriff fol-
lowing Sheriff Jack Stutts’ an-
nouncement that he would retire 
at the end of the calendar year. 
Capt. Josh A. Wyche Sr. of the 
SCSO ultimately won the elec-
tion in November, defeating 
challengers Mark B. Turner, also 

of the SCSO, retired Virginia 
State Trooper John Brown and 
Lt. Tommy Potter of the Isle of 
Wight County Sheriff’s Office.

That same month, Cynthia 
Carver, a 34-year-old mother of 
two from Newsoms, was report-
ed missing and remained so for 
nearly a month until a female 
body was discovered in the 
southern part of Suffolk, and 
identified a few days later as 
Carver. In June, James Herbert 

Goodwyn Jr., 39, of Virginia 
Beach, was arrested and charged 
with Carver’s murder.

Also in June, eight high school 
students at Southampton High 
School were hospitalized after 
eating candy that had been laced 
with unknown drugs. All eight 
eventually recovered and were 
sent home. The man accused of 
providing the laced candy, Jaden 

2019 in review: Franklin and Southampton County

Josh Wyche Sr.

VIRGINIA FARM BUREAU

Editor’s note: The story of 
Charles Hood’s legal issues with 
the USDA was reported by Chris 
Bennett of the Farm Journal, who 
allowed it to be reprinted in The 
Tidewater News on Sept. 2, 
2018.] 

COURTLAND
It took three years of adminis-

trative hearings and several 
court battles, but this year 
Southampton County Farm Bu-
reau member Charles Hood was 
finally allowed to plant soybeans 
on 30 acres of former timber-
land.

Hood had purchased the land 
in 2006 and wanted to farm it.

“I went to the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture’s Natural Resourc-
es Conservation Service and got 
the guidance on cleaning up the 

land and what I was supposed to 
do, followed the proper proce-
dures and then I started farming 
some of it,” Hood said in a video 
testimonial produced by Virgin-
ia Farm Bureau Federation.

“And then they said I was eligi-

ble on part of the land for the 
NRCS Environmental Quality In-
centives Program. I did that, and 
I tried to do everything under 
the graces of the government,” 
Hood added.

In 2014 and 2015 he harvested 
successful soybean crops on the 
land.

But during a 2016 national 
wetlands inventory, Hood was 
told he was out of compliance 
and that the property he was 
farming was actually a wetland. 
The government moved to re-
claim his previous EQIP pay-
ments and froze payments on 
farmland he owned elsewhere.

Hood appealed the ruling at 
local and state administrative 
levels before going to court. 
Each time he won his appeal, in-
cluding a 2018 case before a US-

Farmer still battling false USDA wetlands ruling

STAFF REPORT

FRANKLIN
Commissioner Brenda B. Rick-

man, MCR, has recently been 
honored at the 100th annual Con-
ference of the Commissioners of 
the Revenue Association by be-
coming one of the first localities 
in the Commonwealth to achieve 
office accreditation. This is ac-
cording to information provided 
by the organization’s press re-
lease.

Accreditation is awarded only 
to offices that have met the rigor-
ous standards set forth by the 
Commissioners’ Association. The 
12 standards include education 
requirements for the Commis-
sioner and staff, customer ser-
vice, personnel and ethics poli-
cies as well as assessment meth-

odology. Each office receiving ac-
creditation has undergone an au-
dit to ensure complianc,e and will 

Franklin Commissioner of the Revenue 
Office has earned accredited status

Charles Hood

Brenda Rickman

SEE FARMER, A8 SEE RICKMAN, A8

SEE REVIEW, A8

COURTESY | VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF HISTORIC RESOURCES

The Charles Street Gym in Franklin has been put on the Virginia Landmarks Register by the state Department of Historic Resources.

BY STEPHEN H. COWLES
STAFF WRITER

stephen.cowles@thetidewaternews.com

[Editor’s note: This is the first of 
a two-part series about places in 
Western Tidewater recognized for 
their historic value by the state.] 

FRANKLIN
The Charles Street Gym in 

Franklin has been recognized for 
its lasting value by the Depart-
ment of Historic Resources and 
included as one of 16 places to 
merit listing on the Virginia 

Landmark Register in 2019. The 
approval came during a quarter-
ly meeting on Dec. 12 in Rich-
mond.

Much of the work done to get 
the site on the list can be traced 
to Clyde Parker, a lifelong resi-
dent with an obviously strong in-
terest in regional history.

Seeing the three-step applica-
tion process to completion — he 
began in 2016 — is both a source 
of price and relief to him. Parker 
met with a committee in Rich-
mond that could make the rec-
ommendation to the VDHR. 

More discussion took place in 
Lynchburg at a different time.

“The gym is among the historic 
structures here in Franklin,” 
Parker said in a recent interview 
at The Tidewater News. “We’ve 
lost so many of our historic 
structures in Franklin.”

The application notes that the 
building is “one of the few histor-
ic public buildings remaining” in 
the city.

The nomination form gives this 
description: The City of Franklin 

SUBMITTED | CLYDE PARKER

Clyde Parker does an inspection of the interior of the Charles Street 
Gym. The site has maintained its architectural integrity since it was 
built in 1935-1936.

School gym earns place on 
state landmarks register

SEE GYM, A8
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BEST BET2018
Burlap wreath: Join us on Wednesday, Jan. 8, 
at Walter Cecil Rawls Library in Courtland for our 
monthly craft program to create a burlap wreath 
from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. Adults only and registra-
tion is required. For more information, call 653-
2821.

BY STEPHEN H. COWLES
STAFF WRITER

stephen.cowles@thetidewaternews.com

COURTLAND
Members of the Southampton 

County Board of Supervisors vot-
ed for Dr. Alan Edwards of the Je-
rusalem District to become the 
new chairman during the organi-
zational meeting, which took 
place on Thursday evening in the 
board room. He succeeds Dallas 

Jones of Drewryville, 
who had served as 
leader for many 
years. Jones said he 
looks forward to 
continued represen-
tation of his district.

The first to make 
the nomination was 
Lynda Updike, new-
ly elected for the Newsoms Dis-
trict. William Hart Gillette of Cap-
ron seconded.

Asked if he was 
surprised by the 
move, Edwards ac-
knowledged he was 
“mildly surprised.”

As far as immedi-
ate goals for the 
board, he said the 
first ones are “To 
push ahead as fast as 
we can with the courthouse. Keep 
taxes as low as possible and work 
with administration and the Plan-

ning Commission. Planning Com-
mission is very important to us.”

Indeed, county administrator 
Mike Johnson confirmed that Ed-
wards was also reappointed to 
serve as the board liaison to the 
commission. 

Former supervisor Bruce Phil-
lips was appointed by the former 
board a couple of years ago.

“We’re just having to organize 
and see how things look,” Edwards 
continued.

As for the budget, he noted, 
“You only control 80 percent of it. 
Certainly we’ll be very frugal and 
get all the bang for the buck with 
the courthouse.

As far as he’s aware, no date has 
been decided on which to pick an 
architectural firm for the renova-
tions.

Working with him as vice chair-
man will be Gillette, which Ed-

GilletteEdwards

BY STEPHEN H. COWLES
STAFF WRITER

stephen.cowles@thetidewaternews.com

COURTLAND
The Southampton County Cir-

cuit Courtroom on Monday was 
filled with people for the swear-
ing-in of its new sheriff, Josh A. 
Wyche Sr. There to perform the 
ceremony was Judge Westbrook 
Parker. Standing right beside the 
inductee was Wyche’s spouse, 
Lorraine. His children and 

grandchildren sat nearby as 
front-row witnesses to the occa-
sion.

In a statement he released to 
the paper, Sheriff Wyche said, “I 
stand before you with great hu-
mility; accepting the duty as 
Sheriff of Southampton County 
and the City of Franklin. I stand 
before you as an advocate for the 
safety and well-being of the great 
citizens of these communities. To 
you, the citizens of Southampton 
County and the City of Franklin, I 

say thank you. Thank you for en-
trusting in me the opportunity to 
help make our communities 
safe.”

He acknowledged that he’s the 
first African-American sheriff in 
the history of both the county 
and City of Franklin, “but most 
importantly, I was elected by the 
citizens, for the citizens.”

Wyche later shared his 
thoughts about the event with 

SUBMITTED | CAMDEN COBB

The Southampton County Circuit Courtroom was filled on Monday with witnesses to the swearing-in of the 
new sheriff, Josh A. Wyche Sr.

Supervisors choose new chairman

SEE CHAIRMAN, A8

Sheriff takes oath of office
Courtroom filled with family, friends, colleagues

Judge Westbrook Parker performs the oath of office for Josh A. Wyche 
Sr., who was sworn in as the new sheriff of Southampton County on 
Monday in the county circuit courtroom. With him is his wife, Lorraine.SEE SHERIFF, A8

FILE PHOTO

The Enviva plant off of Rose Valley Road in Franklin.

BY STEPHEN FALESKI
STAFF WRITER

stephen.faleski@thetidewaternews.com

[Editor’s note: This is the second 
of two parts]

FRANKLIN
While the Western Tidewater 

region saw no change to its Gen-
eral Assembly representation, 
Democrats took control of the 

state legislature for the first time 
in more than 20 years. In late No-
vember, owing to the anticipated 
passage of new gun laws when 
the new Democratic-majority 
General Assembly convenes in 
2020, Southampton County 
passed a unanimous resolution 
declaring itself a “Second 
Amendment sanctuary.” The 

2019 in review: Franklin 
and Southampton County

SEE REVIEW, A8

COURTESY | TRAE PATTON/NBC

The Texas Tenors when they appeared on “America’s Got Talent.” The trio will perform at 7:30 p. m. on Sat-
urday, Jan. 11, in the Emporia Greensville Performing Arts Center within Greensville Elementary School, 1101 
Sussex Drive, Emporia.

STAFF REPORT

EMPORIA
If you somehow missed the ap-

pearance of the renowned Texas 
Tenors when they came to Court-
land last season for the Franklin 
Southampton Concert Association 
— or you want to hear them again 
— there’s a new opportunity next 
Saturday.

The trio will open the season for 
the Meherrin River Arts Council 
on Jan. 11, beginning at 7:30 p.m. 
in the Emporia Greensville Per-
forming Arts Center, located with-
in Greensville Elementary School, 
1101 Sussex Drive (Highway 301 
North), Emporia.

According to information pro-
vided by the MRAC, The Texas 
Tenors are the most successful 

music group and third highest 
selling artist in the history of 
“America’s Got Talent!” Since ap-
pearing on the show in 2009, J.C., 
Marcus and John have released 
four studio albums, two PBS Spe-
cials, four DVDs, multiple singles 
and a children’s book that have 
earned them impressive recogni-

Texas Tenors open season for Meherrin River Arts Council

SEE TENORS, A8



STEPHEN FALESKI
STAFF WRITER

Stephen.Faleski@TheTidewaterNews.com

FRANKLIN
The city of Franklin has yet to 

schedule a public hearing on 
whether to remove the Confed-
erate monument located in the 
center of Memorial Park, but is 
already receiving commentary 
on the matter.

Starting July 1, Virginia locali-
ties will be allowed to remove 
any Confederate monuments 
they own, per legislation the 
General Assembly passed earli-
er this year. Relocating monu-
ments, covering them or adding 
signage that contextualizes the 
statues is also permitted.

“The intent may have been to 
honor the Confederate souls 
lost in the Civil War, a reminder 
of the purpose for which it was 
fought, or to erect a symbol that 
the ideology of the Confederate 
would live forever,” said Carla 
Sumblin of South High Street 
during citizens’ time at a meet-
ing of Franklin’s City Council 
last Monday. “Whatever the in-
tent, it has clearly become a 
symbol of divisiveness, hatred 
and racism for many people. 
Moving this statue from a pub-
lic park, maintained by taxpay-
er funding, does not affect 
those who wish to honor the 
Confederate dead or remove 
the love and eternal memory of 
loved ones. We have national 
holidays and memorial ceme-

teries, where we honor heroes 
from all wars and our loved 
ones, for this purpose.”

She then told the City Council 
members the story of a young 
black girl in the sixth grade en-
rolled in Franklin City Public 
Schools during the 1970s, who 
tried out for the school band at 
a time when band members 

SCHOOL NEWS: LOCAL CLUBS HELP PAY DOWN SCHOOL LUNCH DEBT, B1
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BEST BET2019
July 4th event: Sedley Events is hosting an Inde-
pendence Day celebration in Sedley on Saturday, 
July 4. This will be an open community event. 
There will be local arts and crafts, small busi-
nesses, food trucks, kids’ games, face painting, 
bakers, homemade items, funnel cake makers 
and more. For more information, call Brandon 
Cook at 617-3878.

STEPHEN H. COWLES | THE TIDEWATER NEWS

Chris Cornwell Sr. speaks to people about a petition calling for the recall of Sen. L. Louise Lucas as representa-
tive of the 18th District. He and other Southampton County residents were at Shands Park in Courtland on 
Saturday collecting signatures.

STEPHEN H. COWLES | THE TIDEWATER NEWS

Congressman Bobby Scott (D-3), fourth from left in front, joined in the demonstration on Saturday after-
noon that began at Armory Field and culminated at Camp Community College. The event was sponsored by 
the Franklin and Vicinity Ministers Conference.

STEPHEN H. COWLES | THE TIDEWATER NEWS

The City of Franklin has report-
edly gotten several requests to 
remove the Confederate monu-
ment at Memorial Park on Clay 
Street and Meadow Lane.

STAFF REPORT

BRANCHVILLE
On Saturday, 

the Southamp-
ton County Sher-
iff’s Office was 
contacted by de-
tectives from 
Wake County 
Sheriff’s Office in North Caroli-
na in reference to a homicide 
suspect that they believed may 
be in Southampton County. 
The suspect was seen later that 

night and was arrested by 
Southampton deputies with-
out incident for an outstanding 
warrant from Georgia. This in-
formation comes from Maj. 
Camden Cobb, spokesman for 
the sheriff’s office.

On Sunday, Wake County 
detectives sought charges 
against the man in custody, 
Aaron Lance Stephen, 37, for 
the murder of Kelly D. Johnson 
of Wake County. As a formality, 

STEPHEN H. COWLES
STAFF WRITER

Stephen.Cowles@TheTidewaterNews.com

COURTLAND
Hundreds of people this past 

weekend in Western Tidewater 
signed a petition demanding 
Sen. L. Louise Lucas (D-18) be 
recalled from the Virginia Gen-
eral Assembly. Both the organiz-
ers of the petition and those who 
put their signatures on it believe 
Lucas has misused her authori-
ty.

The specific incident that’s in-
spired this move stems from 
June 10 in downtown Ports-
mouth when she reportedly 
joined protestors wanting a 
Confederate monument taken 
down. Her presence was record-
ed live at the time and posted on 

social media.
In the fact sheet that was pro-

vided to potential signers, 
among the claims are that Lucas 
told the Portsmouth Police to 
not arrest any protestors, and 
that she knew protestors intend-
ed to vandalize or destroy the 
statuary. Further, “Senator Lucas 
knew, that when she entered the 
area, her actions would escalate 
the aggression of the protestors.”

During the demonstration, a 
man was severely injured by a 
part of the monument that fell.

In reaction to what was seen 
and reported, several residents 
in Southampton County and Isle 
of Wight County, which are in-
cluded in Lucas’s district, decid-
ed to create the petition. Among 

STEPHEN H. COWLES
STAFF WRITER

Stephen.Cowles@TheTidewaterNews.com

FRANKLIN
The protest on Saturday after-

noon in Franklin couldn’t have 
been anything but peaceful — it 
was led by several members of 
the Franklin and Vicinity Minis-
ters Conference. All who spoke 
or prayed called for justice, 
equality and an end to devise 
racism and brutality in this 
country.

The most recent demonstra-
tion began at the parking lot in 
front of Armory Field. On the 
way to the nearby Camp Com-
munity College, about 50-plus 
people walked, carried signs 
and chanted now-familiar slo-

STEPHEN FALESKI
STAFF WRITER

Stephen.Faleski@TheTidewaterNews.com

FRANKLIN
The Franklin City School 

Board can expect to see at 
least one new face come July.

Andrea Hall-Leonard, who 
serves as vice chairwoman 
and the board’s Ward 3 repre-
sentative, has served three 
consecutive terms and is 
therefore ineligible for reap-
pointment according to Frank-
lin’s City Code. Rebecca Jester, 
who represents Ward 1 of the 
city, has not reached the three-
term limit but also plans to 
step down.

Franklin, which has an ap-
pointed school board rather 

than an elected one, solicited 
nominations for both seats 
during a public hearing at 
Monday’s City Council meet-
ing. Bob Holt, who had served 
as the city’s Ward 6 school 
board representative through 
April 2019, and now resides in 
Ward 1, received six nomina-
tions for the Ward 1 seat, three 
of which came from current 
school board members. Vindy 
Taylor, who has appeared on 
the Christian Broadcasting 
Network over the past 17 
years, also nominated herself 
for the Ward 1 seat.

Cheryl Vincent, grandmoth-
er to a 10-year-old girl who will 
start school at J.P. King Jr. Mid-

Homicide suspect 
in custody

Woman’s body discovered in Branchville

Stephen

SEE SUSPECT, A8

Two Franklin School Board 
members stepping down

SEE SCHOOL, A8

Statue debate 
comes to Franklin

State law allows removal of 
Confederate monuments starting July 1

SEE STATUE, A8

Franklin ministers lead prayerful protest

SEE PROTESTS, A6
Approximately 75 to 100 people participated on foot or motorbike or 
car for the protest march in Franklin on Saturday.

Petition calls for senator’s recall
Organizers, signers say Louise Lucas misused her office

Tommy Potter also talks to a poten-
tial signer of the petition. SEE RECALL, A8
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