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VCU looks ahead
The university issued
plans to reopen for
summer, fall. Page A2

COVID-19 research
The state Health
Department will study
antibodies. Page A2

Virus numbers
As cases increase,
positive rates show
some decline. Page A3

BY JUSTIN MATTINGLY
Richmond Times-Dispatch

Overlooking a crowd of hundreds
from the steps of Richmond City Hall
on Tuesday, Mayor Levar Stoney
pulled down his face mask and apol-
ogized for the city’s police force using
tear gas on peaceful protesters the
night before. The megaphone he
used passed from one speaker to an-
other. The mayor spoke with people
from no more than a couple of feet
away.

The protests in Richmond since

BY JUSTIN MATTINGLY, ALI
SULLIVAN, C. SUAREZ ROJAS,
MARK BOWES AND JESS NOCERA

Richmond Times-Dispatch

As Richmond marked its
sixth day of demonstrations
against police brutality that has
roiled the nation, protests ex-
panded into the city’s suburbs
on Wednesday with marches,
chants and prayers.

The names of Ahmaud Ar-
bery, Breonna Taylor and
George Floyd rang out on
Iron Bridge Road in Chester-
field County. Protesters from
the Short Pump area shouted
“Black Lives Matter” as they
wound their way into the city
limits. In Ashland, roughly 200

people knelt for 8 minutes and
46 seconds, the length of time
Minneapolis police officer
Derek Chauvin kept his knee on
Floyd’s neck nine days earlier.

Demonstrators, many of
whom were white, pointed to
the slaying of Arbery in Febru-
ary while he was out jogging

BY SABRINA MORENO
AND KENYA HUNTER
Richmond Times-Dispatch

Nearly a thousand
people converged at the
Robert E. Lee monu-
ment Wednesday eve-
ning to celebrate after
the city’s mayor agreed
with protesters that the
monuments to Confeder-
ate leaders should come
down.

History is being made,

but the work is not yet
done, said Ashley Roye.

“The removal of the
statue doesn’t mean any-
thing until we see change,”
she said. “A change in
behavior, in what’s put
back into our commu-
nities. This country was
built on our backs. We are
disparaged.”

Other demonstrators
said the city can’t ignore
how many black people

BY MARK ROBINSON
Richmond Times-Dispatch

Growing demonstrations
against racism and police brutal-
ity in Richmond have unfolded
beneath the country’s most
iconic Confederate monuments.

Protesters decrying white su-
premacy have chanted for city
leaders to tear them down.

Gov. Ralph Northam and
Richmond Mayor Levar Stoney
heeded their calls Wednesday.

Northam is poised to an-
nounce on Thursday plans to re-
move the statue of Confederate
Gen. Robert E. Lee from Monu-
ment Avenue. Stoney said he
wants four other famous statues

honoring the Confederacy re-
moved from the strip in the wake
of Black Lives Matter protests
that already have left an indelible
mark on a changing city.

The news came on the sixth
day of local demonstrations over
the Minneapolis police killing of
George Floyd, a 46-year-old Af-
rican American man. The death
has spurred nationwide protests
over police violence targeting Af-
rican Americans.

Locally, it also has reignited
the push to remove Confederate

iconography.
“I appreciate the recommen-

dations of the Monument Avenue
Commission — those were the
appropriate recommendations at
the time,” Stoney said in a state-
ment issued Wednesday after-
noon, referencing a city panel
that previously called for contex-
tualizing most of the statues in
place.

“But times have changed, and
removing these statues will allow
the healing process to begin for
so many Black Richmonders and
Virginians. Richmond is no lon-
ger the Capital of the Confed-
eracy — it is filled with diversity
and love for all — and we need to

Stoney calls for taking downMonument Avenue statues, and Northam will announce Lee’s removal

CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK

Facing ‘two pandemics,’
they pit health vs. cause
Protesting racial injustice,
groups test the boundary of
COVID-19’s lasting threat

HEALTH, Page A3

George Floyd’s death
Three other former Minneapolis
officers now charged. Page A10

‘TIMES HAVE CHANGED’

Mayor: It’s time to open the way to healing

DANIEL SANGJIB MIN/TIMES-DISPATCH

Protesters gathered around the state-owned Robert E. Lee monument in Richmond on Wednesday. Gov. Ralph Northam will order the removal of the statue from its pedestal.

MONUMENTS, Page A6

Protests expand into suburbs
Demonstrators gather
in Henrico, Ashland
and Chesterfield

BOB BROWN/TIMES-DISPATCH

Protesters marched Wednesday from Willow Lawn in Henrico
County to Monument Avenue for a rally. The group had originally
planned to walk from Short Pump Town Center.

SUBURBS, Page A7

For demonstrators,
statues’ removal is
only the beginning

REMOVAL, Page A6



Experience the exciting new senior lifestyle coming soon
to Richmond. Avery Point offers carefree retirement living
in the perfect location.

INTRODUCING

AveryPoint
Call 1-800-431-8547
to learn more or visit

AveryPointCommunity.com
for your free brochure.
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STONEWALL FALLS

ALEXA WELCH EDLUND/TIMES-DISPATCH

More heavy lifting
is still to be done
Let’s start building a city
that we can be proud of,

writes columnist Michael
Paul Williams. Page A5

Hundreds protest
against evictions
Demonstration ends with
arrests, pepper-spraying

and smashed window
at courthouse. Page A7

Stoney orders
statues removed
Citing emergency power
and public safety, mayor
takes action on Jackson

monument. Page A8

Onlookers chant,
cheer and weep
Crowd witnesses history
as Confederate general’s
statue is removed after

a century. Page A8
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In Nation & World | Three nations in EU give the bloc’s first COVID-19 vaccine shots | Page B1
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Teel: UVA helpless in loss to No. 1 Gonzaga
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BY C. SUAREZ ROJAS
Richmond Times-Dispatch

Mike Ward was not sur-
prised when his wife made
blankets for other patients
when she was undergoing
chemotherapy almost a
decade ago.

It was that kindness that
made him fall for Jill when

they were law school stu-
dents at the University of
Richmond over 30 years
ago.

In her final years as she
battled pancreatic cancer,
she could not stop thinking
of others who were shiver-
ing cold as the drugs went
to work killing the cancer-
ous cells in their body.

Jill Ward gave out doz-
ens of homemade polar
fleece blankets to warm
those who were sitting
next to her and at other
hospitals and clinics in the
area.

“She really enjoyed it,”
Ward said. “She felt like
that was helping her and

BY ERIC KOLENICH
Richmond Times-Dispatch

The building for the Massey
Cancer Center sits atop a hill
overlooking Interstate 95 in
downtown Richmond. From
his first-floor office window,
Dr. Robert Winn can see the
cars whizzing by, Shockoe
Bottom and the place where
people were sold as slaves 200
years ago.

Last year,
Virginia Com-
monwealth
University ap-
pointed Winn
the director of
its cancer cen-
ter. Among the
71 federally

designated cancer centers in
the U.S., Winn, 56, is the only
director who is Black.

MAKING A DIFFERENCE
Local people improving the lives of others

VCU’s cancer director vows
to help heal broken trust in
health care amongBlacks

Winn

TRUST, Page A13

Henrico man honors wife’s memory
through blankets for cancer patients

Mike Ward
runs nonprofit
Jill’s Blankets,
which gives
polar fleece
blankets to
chemotherapy
patients.

DIFFERENCE, Page A6

2020
From pandemic to protests:

Richmond region, the U.S. and
the world were rocked by an

unpredictable, unrelenting year

The stories
The Times-Dispatch looks
back on the year that was.

Pages A10-A12

The pictures
RTD photographers share

their best shots of the year.
Pages S1-S22

Around the nation
2020 changed us in ways

we never imagined.
Pages R1-R24

T H E Y E A R I N P H O T O S

Resilience of the
human spirit

was strong in a
difficult time
PAGES 3-9

COVID-19
pandemic revealed
a roller coaster of
infections, deaths

PAGES 10-11

Most contentious presidential
election of the modern era
culminated with Joe Biden
defeating Donald Trump

PAGES 13-15

George Floyd’s
death ignited
a social justice
movement
PAGES 16-17

Legends lost
in politics,
sports and

entertainment
PAGE 24

Year in Review

2020
THE FIRST DRAFT

OF HISTORY
ABOUT A YEAR

WE’LL NEVER FORGET

R
ecall howwe lived just ayear ago.At thedawnof 2020,kids sat side by side in classrooms. Adults crowdedaround tables in restaurants and sidled up to one an-other at bars. Sports fans— flesh-and-blood ones—packed into stadiums.Going to theoffice didn’tmeansitting in front of a laptop screen at the kitchen tablewearing adress shirt andboxer shorts.Only technerdsmade signifi-cant useof emergingvideocommunication systems in their everydaylives;mostofus talked face to face—andbarefaced. Facemaskswereworn in hospitals and prettymuch nowhere else.The Oxford English Dictionary announced in November that itwon’t carry out its tradition of designating a “word of the year” for2020, citing “the hyper-speed atwhich the English-speakingworld

amassed a new collective vocabulary relating to the coronavirus.”There are simply toomany newwords and phrases suddenly centralto our lives to choose one. Sheltering in, social distancing, contacttracing, lockdown, reopening,mask up, Zooming, flatten the curve,essential services,herd immunityand super-spreader are a fewof theobviousones.Onlineurbandictionariesofferothers, likecovidiot (onewho ignores pandemic precautions), covid-15 (the 15 pounds gainedfrom staying at homewith toomuch time to eat and not enough ex-ercise) and BCV (Before Coronavirus).BCV, takeout dinnerwas somethingwedidwhenwewere toobusyto cook.Now, it’s somethingwedohoping tohelp restaurants survive.

Continued on next page

ESSAY BY KEVIN MCDERMOTT
St. Louis Post-Dispatch
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From staff reports

F rom pandemic
to protests, from
voting to vac-
cines and ev-

erything in between,
2020 in the Richmond
area — and across the
globe — has been a
year like no other.

“Unprecedented” is
a word thrown around
when describing the
past 12 months (or
was it 12 years?), but
to come up with one
that better encapsu-
lates what has hap-
pened across our
region, state, country
and world would be to
perhaps create a new
language.

As we prepare with
hopeful anticipation
for a new year with
new promises and pri-
orities, the Richmond
Times-Dispatch looks
back on what hap-
pened locally and
across the common-
wealth in 2020 — the
year that was.

Jan

Feb

Mar

Apr

Jan. 8 — Del. Eileen Filler-
Corn, D-Fairfax, is sworn
in as Virginia’s first female
speaker of the House
after more than 400
years, saying it “ushers in
a modern era.” Democrats
gain control of the leg-
islature and will usher in
sweeping changes, from
new gun restrictions to
LGBTQ protections, ex-
panded access to voting
and more local control of
Confederate monuments.
Jan. 9 — The World
Health Organization an-
nounces coronavirus-
related pneumonia in
Wuhan, China. There
are 59 known cases
worldwide.

Jan. 15 — Legislators
make Virginia the 38th
state to ratify the Equal
Rights Amendment. Op-
ponents, including the
Trump administration, say
the ratification deadline
has passed.

Jan. 20 — An estimated
22,000 people gather
at and around the state
Capitol in a passionate
but nonviolent protest
of Gov. Ralph Northam’s
proposed gun restrictions.
Police arrest one person,
a 21-year-old Richmond
woman charged with
wearing a mask in public,
but prosecutors later
drop the charge.
Jan. 21 — A Washington
state man in his 30s who
just returned from Wuhan
becomes the first person
in the United States with
a confirmed case of the
novel coronavirus.
Jan. 26 — The Virginia
Department of Health
launches “a novel corona-
virus webpage” to share
updates and information
about “the respiratory
outbreak first detected
in Wuhan, China caused
by a new coronavirus
(2019-nCoV).” It also in-
vestigates three possible
coronavirus cases that
ultimately test negative.
Jan. 27 — The Virginia De-
partment of Health begins
posting a count of “pa-
tients under investigation”
on the agency’s coronavi-
rus monitoring webpage.

Feb. 1 — Sharmar Hill Jr.,
3, is playing outside in
front of his family’s apart-
ment in the 1700 block
of Southlawn Avenue,
in Richmond’s Hillside
Court, when he is fatally
struck by gunfire.
Feb. 5 — The U.S. Sen-
ate acquits President

Donald Trump on charges
of abuse of power and
obstruction of Congress
at his impeachment trial.
Sens. Mark Warner and
Tim Kaine, both Virginia
Democrats, vote to con-
vict on both counts.
Feb. 6 — The Virginia
Senate joins the House
of Delegates in pass-
ing landmark legislation
to bar discrimination in
housing as well as public
and private employment
based on sexual orienta-
tion or gender identity.
Feb. 10 — The Richmond
City Council kills the $1.5
billion Navy Hill plan,
Mayor Levar Stoney’s sig-
nature downtown rede-
velopment project.
Feb. 24 — Katherine
Johnson, a pioneering Af-
rican American mathema-
tician at NASA’s Langley
Research Center in Hamp-
ton, featured in the book
and movie “Hidden Fig-
ures,” dies at age 101.
Feb. 28 — The Virginia
Department of Health
says eight possible virus
cases so far all tested
negative. U.S. cases at 62.

March 3 — Joe Biden
easily wins Virginia’s
Democratic presidential
primary, receiving twice
as many votes as Bernie
Sanders.

March 4 — The number
of people tested for the
coronavirus in Virginia
grows to 17 as of the
morning of March 4, but
the state remains clear
of confirmed cases, state
health officials say. Four-
teen people have tested
negative and three await
results, officials say, as
the state braces for a
possible outbreak.
March 7 — A U.S. Marine
assigned to Fort Belvoir in
Fairfax County becomes
the first person in Virginia
diagnosed with COVID-19.
March 10 — Coronavirus
cases rise to eight in the
state. The Virginia Festival
of the Book, scheduled to
be held over the weekend,
is scrubbed, marking the
first major event to can-
cel due to COVID-19.
March 11 — Virginia uni-
versities and colleges
announce they will turn
to online instruction,
including: Virginia Com-
monwealth University,
the University of Rich-
mond, the University of
Virginia, Virginia Tech, the
College of William & Mary,
Mary Washington Univer-
sity and George Mason
University.

Large employers in the
state, including Capital
One and Genworth, are
part of a growing number
of companies telling em-
ployees to work remotely
from home amid corona-

virus concerns.
The NCAA basketball
tournament and ACC and
A10 tournaments will be
played without fans be-
cause of the coronavirus.
March 12 — Northam
declares a state of emer-
gency as the statewide
count hits 17 coronavirus
cases.

Richmond and Henrico
County Public Schools
announce they will close
for at least two weeks.
VCU, UR and other uni-
versities begin closing
residence halls.
VCU officials say uni-
versity housing will be
restricted “for the fore-
seeable future.”
Moments before tipoff
at New York’s Barclays
Center, VCU learns that
its tournament game
against Massachusetts
is canceled. Shortly
after, the ACC cancels
its tournament, as does
every other major college
conference. Days later,
the NCAA cancels its
signature event, March
Madness.

Ahead of the city’s first
big festival weekend of
the year, Shamrock the
Block, the Irish Festi-
val and the Monument
Ave. 10K announce they
will postpone. Stoney
urges the rest, including
Shamrock the Block and
St. Paddy’s Palooza, to
cancel.

March 13 — Northam
closes all K-12 schools in
the state for a minimum

of two weeks. There are
now 30 cases in Virginia.
The Virginia Museum of
Fine Arts and the Rich-
mond library say they will
temporarily close. The
Something in the Water
music festival in Virginia
Beach set for April is can-
celed as well as the Greek
Festival planned for the
end of May.

‘This is absolutely crazy’:
Coronavirus concerns
cause shortages of toilet
paper and other items at
Richmond-area stores,
including meat, hand
sanitizers, soap and other
cleaning products.
March 14 — Virginia
reports its first COVID-
19 fatality, a James City
County man in his 70s.
Chesterfield County re-
ports its first case. There
are now 41 coronavirus
cases in Virginia.
Some Richmond res-
taurants report drop in
sales due to COVID-19
fears. Many announce
enhanced cleaning pro-
tocols and paid sick leave
policies for workers.
March 15 — Northam
announces a statewide
ban on all events over
100 people. 45 people
have tested positive in
Virginia for the corona-
virus, including a person
who attended at program
at VCU, the school’s first
case.

March 16 — A second
person in Virginia, a man
in his 70s in the Peninsula
Health District, has died

from the coronavirus
Northam-ordered two-
week K-12 school closures
take effect statewide;
Richmond school system
announces it will extend
its closure for two more
weeks.

Virginia Department of
Corrections suspends
taking new inmates from
local jails for 30 days.
There are no confirmed
cases of COVID-19 among
the system’s 30,000 in-
mates or among the staff
at its more than 40 facili-
ties, officials said.
Stoney announces meals
tax amnesty program
for local restaurants. In
exchange, most of the
largest restaurant groups
in the area say they will
close their dining rooms.
City of Richmond recom-
mends all restaurants
limit on-site service to 50
or fewer guests, remove
bar seating, and move
tables at least 6 feet
apart to help combat the
spread of the coronavirus.
Area malls reduce hours;
some movie theaters
temporarily close.
March 17 — Virginia bans
gatherings of 10 or more
people, including inside
restaurants, gyms and
theaters. The ban exempts
grocery stores, retail
stores, pharmacies, medi-
cal facilities, manufactur-
ing plants and distribution
centers, as well as trans-
portation hubs like air-
ports and bus depots.
The state has its first
known case at a long-
term care facility — a
male resident in his mid-
80s at the Westminster
Canterbury Richmond
retirement community in
Henrico.

Virginia has 67 cases of
COVID-19, including eight
people in the Richmond
area.

Northam says “high-
risk Virginians,” people
who have chronic health
conditions or who are
65 or older, should “self-
quarantine”; he directs
the Virginia Employment

Commission to waive
the one-week waiting
period for unemployment
benefits.

March 18 — Statewide
cases are at 77, including
the first case reported
in the city of Richmond.
There are 13 total cases in
the Richmond area.
The Chesterfield, Hanover
County and Henrico
school districts announce
they will be closed
through spring break, or
mid-April.

March 20 — Northam
says any restaurant in Vir-
ginia with a valid license
to sell wine and beer
on-premises can now
sell wine and beer to go
and for delivery without
applying for additional
permits. The change is in
response to the ban on
public gatherings of more
than 10 people, which ef-
fectively shut down the
dine-in business for res-
taurants across the state.
March 23 — Northam
orders schools closed for
the rest of the academic
year and closes restau-
rant dining rooms, brew-
eries, gyms, theaters and
entertainment venues.
There are 254 confirmed
coronavirus cases in
Virginia.

March 24 — Health of-
ficials report that two
residents of Canterbury
Rehabilitation & Health-
care Center in Henrico are
the Richmond area’s first
COVID-19 fatalities. More
than 50 people will die in
the center’s outbreak.
March 27 — The federal
Coronavirus Aid, Relief,
and Economic Security —
or CARES — Act is signed,
including nearly $350 bil-
lion in federally guaran-
teed loans for small firms
with fewer than 500
employees under what
is called the “Paycheck
Protection Program,”
designed for small busi-
nesses to keep work-
ers employed. Virginia is
set to get $1.8 billion in
CARES Act money. The
package also includes $1.5
billion for Virginia cities
and local governments.
604 people in Virginia
have tested positive for
COVID-19 and 14 people
have died.

March 30 — Northam
issues order for state resi-
dents to remain at home
except for certain neces-
sities following a warm
weekend that attracted
crowds to beaches and
public spaces. In Virginia,
1,020 people have tested
positive for the virus and
25 have died.
March 31 — Two Rich-
mond men die from coro-
navirus-related causes,
the first in the city; hours
later, Chesterfield an-
nounces its first death.
There are 1,250 confirmed
infections and 27 deaths
in the state.

April 1 — “I want Virgin-
ians to prepare them-
selves for the long haul,”
Northam says at a news
conference. There are
1,484 confirmed cases
of COVID-19 across the
state and 34 deaths. A
third Richmond resident
dies as well as two more
residents of Canterbury
Rehabilitation & Health-
care Center, bring its total
to 11 deaths there.
Three Virginia inmates
and four staff at the Vir-
ginia Correctional Center
for Women are diagnosed
with COVID-19.
April 2 — The Virginia
Employment Commis-
sion reports a record
112,487 in weekly jobless
benefit claims, a 143%
increase from the 46,277
claims the previous

ALEXA WELCH EDLUND/TIMES-DISPATCH
An estimated 22,000 supporters of gun rights rallied at or around the Capitol grounds on Jan. 20.

BOB BROWN/TIMES-DISPATCHGov. Ralph Northam (center) declared a state ofemergency in Virginia due to the coronavirus during anews conference in Richmond on March 12.

JOE MAHONEY/TIMES-DISPATCHSara Black, a teacher at Glen Lea Elementary School in Henrico County, hugged astudent goodbye on March 13. At the time, the break was supposed to be 14 days.
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