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A candlelight prayer vigil will 
be held in downtown Suffolk this 
Saturday to mourn the deaths 
of Kobe Bryant, his daughter 
Gianna and the seven other peo-
ple who died in the Jan. 26 heli-
copter crash in California. The 
vigil is also open to other people 
in Suffolk who are mourning 
loved ones.

The vigil will be held 
Saturday evening behind the 
Hilton Garden Inn Suffolk 
Riverfront hotel, located at 100 
E. Constance Road. There will 
be a candle placement at 6 p.m., 
followed by the ceremony from 
7 to 8: 30 p.m. 

Participants are asked to bring 
candles and to wear Los Angeles 
Lakers basketball jerseys and 
other Lakers apparel, including 
purple, gold and white clothing. 

This remembrance vigil 
is being organized by Bishop 
Wallace M. Johnson and Geral 
“Bishop” Staten. Staten pre-
viously held a Suffolk walk 
in 2012 with assistance from 
Bishop Johnson, which was in 
memory of Trayvon Martin, the 
17-year-old African American 
teen ager who was fatally shot in 
2012 in Florida.

Staten said that it’s import-
ant to “professionally honor” 
Bryant’s legacy and the impact 
he made on sports, and that the 
lives of the other victims in the 
crash also need to be memori-
alized. 

Furthermore, it’s crucial that 
this Saturday vigil include those 
in Suffolk who are mourning 
recently deceased loved ones, 
according to Staten.

“We don’t want to leave any-
one out. Every life is important,” 
Staten said. 

For more information on 
the Saturday vigil, call Bishop 
Johnson at 438-9125. For those 
that wish to donate candles 
for the event, they can contact 
Staten through his Facebook 
profile “JetLag Staten,” or by 
calling him at 372-7580.

BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

Gray skies and trying times 
in their efforts to fix up their 
home couldn’t deter Wayne and 
Belinda Crawford Wednesday as 
they got what they had long 
desired — clean, crystal-clear 
water. 

The couple visited Suffolk, 
fell in love with the area, and 
two years ago, moved their fam-
ily from Philadelphia to an area 
of Suffolk south of Whaleyville, 
less than two miles from the 
North Carolina border.

But getting to that point 
took them about two years and 
a heavy dose of what Wayne 
Crawford, 53, likes to call the 
three Ps — patience, prayer and 
perseverance. They also got 
some outside help from some-
one with roots in the city of their 
past, and now the city of their 
present and future.

Chris Long, who played foot-
ball at the University of Virginia 

and then the NFL for 11 seasons 
with the then-St. Louis Rams, 
New England Patriots and 
Philadelphia Eagles — winning 
Super Bowl titles with the latter 
two teams — lent his assistance 
as the founder and president of 
The Chris Long Foundation and 
Hometown H2O. 

Long’s organization partnered 
with water technology compa-
ny Xylem, Water Well Trust, 
Winsupply Co. and Creason 
Well Service Inc. to install a new 
well on the Crawfords’ property 
on Whaleyville Boulevard.

The Crawfords moved to 
Suffolk wanting to give them-
selves and their five children 
a better life, and they bought 
the 1,216 -square-foot home in 
2018. They started to experience 
issues with their water about six 
months ago when the shallow 
well pump near the back of their 
property began pumping sand 
and water into the house. 

High-quality H2O for Suffolk family

See WATER, 3

See READ, 3
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Nansemond Parkway Elementary School students and faculty dress up for World Read Aloud Day on Wednesday. Pictured from 
left are Fourth Grade Teacher Kari Maskelony with fourth graders Isabella Hill, Lia Caruso, Adriana Hall, Neelima Kosuri, James 
Swift, Jacob Fortes and fellow Fourth Grade Teacher Candace Horsley.

JIMMY LAROUE/SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD 

Former NFL player Chris Long helps install a new well for Wayne and Belinda Crawford’s home on Whaleyville Boulevard Wednesday. The installation was the first 
project for Long’s Hometown H2O, a domestic water program dedicated to bringing sustainable water to communities in need, especially rural ones. 

JIMMY LAROUE/SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD 

Wayne and Belinda Crawford turn on the water in their home’s kitchen 
sink after a new well was installed on their Whaleyville Boulevard property 
Wednesday. Several organizations came together to get the well installed. The 
Crawford family expects to move back into the home in about two weeks after 
additional work is completed to the home. 

BY ALEX PERRY
STAFF WRITER

Students and facul-
ty at Nansemond Parkway 
Elementary School brought 
their favorite book characters to 
life for World Read Aloud Day 
on Wednesday.

World Read Aloud Day was 
founded in 2010 by the nonprof-
it LitWorld as an opportunity 
for people worldwide to cele-
brate the joy of reading aloud 
and advocate for literacy “as a 
fundamental human right that 
belongs to everyone,” according 
to litworld.org.

Nansemond Parkway 
Elementary School held two 
assemblies in the school gym 

Wednesday morning to cele-
brate this global reading move-
ment, and students and faculty 
were encouraged to dress up for 
the occasion as their favorite 
book characters.

Faculty members were 
dressed as characters from Dr. 
Seuss books and other favor-
ite children’s books like “The 
Giving Tree,” “Little Red 
Riding Hood,” and “Pirates 
Love Underpants.” Students 
also joined the costumed fun.

Fourth-grader Isabella Hill, 
9, got to enjoy the assembly 
with one of her  favorite books, 
“Isabella:  Star of the Story.”

“I think it was super cool 

Stylish fun 
for World Read 

Aloud Day
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Already facing more 
work than they expected 
on their nearly 70-year-
old fixer-upper of a house, 
the family faced having 
to spend thousands of 
dollars more — money 
the family did not have. 
Compounding their issues, 
Wayne Crawford is cur-
rently on disability for a 
back injury, and Belinda 
Crawford, 34, is due to 
give birth to a baby boy in 
March. 

Without running water, 
the city’s Department of 
Social Services would 
not allow them to live in 
the house, so they have 
bounced around to hotels 
in the area, out-of-state 
family, and back into 
hotels for at least another 
two weeks. That has been 
a challenge for their chil-
dren. 

“There was a lot of ups 
and downs, and in the midst 
of everything is when you 
find the most turmoil and 
the most chaos, and it’s 
just powered us,” Wayne 
Crawford said. “The great-
est part about that is when 
you have the courage and 
the strength to move for-
ward, past that, and get 
out of it. It leaves you in 
a better position with each 
other, and that’s where we 
are.”

Wayne Crawford said 
he spiraled into a depres-
sion for the first couple of 
months here, unable to find 
janitorial work. Belinda 
Crawford had been a home 
health aide and telemarket-
er, but she wasn’t able to 
find work. They had their 
own cleaning company, 
but after his back injury, 
bills piled up and then they 
couldn’t afford to put the 
necessary work into their 
home. 

The Crawfords applied 
for assistance through 
the non-profit Water Well 
Trust, Hometown H2O 
and Xylem, with the latter 
company coordinating the 
donation of the water and 
equipment from its part-
ners, Noland Supply of 
Elizabeth City, N.C., and 
Creason & Sons of Zuni. 
The companies began pre-
paring the well site about a 
week ago for Wednesday’s 
installation. 

Xylem Vice President 
Joe Vesey said his com-
pany provided the peo-
ple to do the work at the 
Crawfords’ home, and the 
pumping system to pump 
water from the well to the 
house. It also worked with 
a well driller and Water 
Well Trust to get water for 
their home. Xylem donat-
ed and installed a submers-
ible pump 500 feet under-
ground to take water into 
the house. 

Long’s Hometown H2O 
program had done all of 
its work internationally in 
places such as Tanzania 
and Kenya — 85 wells 
internationally that have 
helped more than 200,000 

people, he said — but he 
had always wanted to do 
more domestically, citing 
the 1.5 million people in 
the United States who do 
not have access to clean 
water.

“This illustrates the big 
need for solutions like this 
that these folks at Xylem 
and Water Well Trust are 
doing to find families that 
need it as bad as these 
folks do,” Long said.

Long, who gained a 
heightened awareness of 
water scarcity and pover-
ty on a global scale in 
2012 while on a trip to 
Tanzania to climb Mount 
Kilimanjaro, stressed that 
talking about numbers is 
not enough when there are 
families like the Crawfords 
who have lacked an ade-
quate water supply. Not 
every issue with water is 
as big as the crisis in Flint, 
Mich., that began in 2014. 
Long said many people 
like the Crawfords are for-
gotten in the fight for clean 
water. 

“The family of six or 
eight people might not be 
solving the world water 
crisis or even the domes-
tic crisis with one fami-
ly,” Long said, “but what 
I think is important is it 
illustrates how normal 
these folks are … but 
these kids don’t have clean 
water.”

Xylem and its volunteers 
coming from its corporate 
social responsibility pro-
gram, Watermark, are also 
completing interior and 
exterior home improve-
ment projects on the prop-
erty. Those include install-
ing a shower in the bath-
room and fixing a warped 
front porch. 

Wanda Crawford said 
their experience with 
Long, Xylem and the rest 
of those helping them has 
restored their hope, and 
they are committed to giv-
ing back to others. 

Still on disability, they 
are looking for a reliable 
vehicle for their children 
since they had to sell their 
family vehicle due to 
mounting bills. They have 
just a pickup truck that 
Wayne Crawford uses for 
odd jobs he can pick up 

and for the janitorial work 
that he hopes to do again 
once his back heals. 

The couple, married for 
four years, is looking for-
ward to being back in their 
home in about two weeks’ 
time — now with the clean 
water they needed. 

“These volunteers 
changed our way of believ-
ing,” Belinda Crawford 
said. “They even changed 
our expectations of people. 
They gave us a lot. They’ll 
always have a place in our 
hearts.”

Water: Family gets new well at rural home
Continued from page 1

Read: Teachers and students dress up as favorite characters
Continued from page 1

that it had my name on it, 
and I love how Isabella 
loves books and loves to 
explore,” she said. 

Fourth-grader Jacob 
Fortes, 9, was dressed in 
his Hufflepuff robe from 
the “Harry Potter” series. 
He said he likes being a 
Hufflepuff because, “I get 
to let people know I like 
helping people, and (that) 
I’m kind and friendly.”

Fourth-grade teacher 
Kari Maskelony said her 
students enjoyed embody-
ing their favorite stories 
through their fun cos-
tumes.

“I think our students 
enjoyed today immense-
ly,” Maskelony, while 
dressed up as the Big Bad 
Wolf herself.

Nansemond Parkway 
Elementary School Title 
I Reading Specialist 
Tawnya Vogel and librar-

ian Tosha Penkrot were 
both in costume for the 
assemblies. They talked 
to students about their 
personal favorite books, 
which was the American 
Girl Collection’s “Felicity 
Learns a Lesson” for 
Vogel, and “Thomas’ 
Snowsuit” for Penkrot.

The school raffled off 
money to faculty and 
staff members for them 
to buy classroom books, 
and Superintendent 
Dr. John B. Gordon III 
also attended to support 
the school’s reading cel-
ebration, according to 
Vogel.

Nansemond Parkway 
Elementary School 
Principal Jennifer Conner 
praised Mrs. Vogel, Mrs. 
Penkrot, Ms. Cohen and 
Mrs. Nelson for doing 
an outstanding job with 
the two assemblies on 

Wednesday morning.
“I was very impressed 

with the amount of par-
ticipation by our students 
and staff and how engaged 
they were in the assem-
blies,” Conner wrote in an 
email. “These assemblies 
were a great kick-off for 
World Read Aloud Day at 
Nansemond Parkway.”

It was the first time 
the school participated in 
World Read Aloud Day, 
Vogel said, and the stu-
dents were excited to 
listen and enjoyed the 
assemblies, which also 
sparked an interest for 
the students to read other 
books, as well.

It’s not easy to get kids 
excited about reading 
these days, Vogel said, 
because there are so many 
distractions.

“We’re competing now 
with video games and a lot 

of screens, and it’s really 
hard to make reading fun 
anymore, because they 
would rather be playing 
video games,” she said. 

She said that the World 
Read Aloud event at the 
school was a good way 

to get them interested in 
seeking out other books 
through the school library 
and other resources, such 
as e-books.

“I think it was a great 
event, and we’ll do it 
again next year,” she said.

JIMMY LAROUE/SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD 

Back row, from left: Chris Long, Wayne Crawford, Belinda Crawford 
and Isaiah Crawford, 15. Front row, from left: Charmaine Carrington, 
12; Jeremiah Carrington, 9; and Terreem Turpin, 8. Another child, 
Nasirah Crawford, 13, is not pictured. Long, a former NFL player, 
helped install a well for the Crawford family’s property. The well is 
the first project for Long’s Hometown H2O organization, which is an 
extension of The Chris Long Foundation’s Waterboys initiative and the 
result of a partnership with Xylem. 

ALEX PERRY/SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD 

Nansemond Parkway 
Elementary School Title 1 
Reading Specialist Tawnya Vogel 
dressed up for the school’s 
World Read Aloud Day festivities 
on Wednesday.




