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By Josette Keelor
The Northern Virginia Daily

Gov. Ralph Northam on 
Thursday issued a modifi ed 
stay-at-home order that begins 
at 12:01 a.m. Monday. The or-
der will last until Jan. 31.

The mandate comes as 
Virginia and the local health 
district each added their sec-
ond-highest single-day in-
crease of the pandemic.

The Lord Fairfax Health 
District, which covers Win-
chester and the counties 

of Clarke, Frederick, Page, 
Shenandoah and Warren, 
added 202 new COVID-19 
cases. Its high was 217 new 
cases on Nov. 30.

Virginia added 3,915 
cases. Its high was 4,398 
cases on Wednesday.

On Thursday, Virginia 
added 131 hospitalizations 
and 54 deaths, according to 
the Virginia Department of 
Health’s online dashboard at 

vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus.
“I can’t remind Virginians 

enough how serious this vi-
rus is,” Northam said.

The state has a seven-day 
positivity rate of 11% for 
PCR tests, which Northam 
said is nearly twice the posi-
tivity rate of a month ago.

The governor’s order 
limits indoor groups to 
10 people or fewer while 
strengthening enforcement 

on mask-wearing indoors. 
Northam has asked people 
to remain at home from mid-
night to 5 a.m. unless they’re 
commuting for work.

“If you don’t need to 
go out, go home. This is 
just plain common sense,” 
Northam said.

“If you are indoors and 
you are around other people, 
you need to wear a mask,” he 
said. “If you’re outdoors and 

you can’t stay 6 feet apart, 
you need to wear a mask. … 
That’s really simple, and we 
can all do that.”

The mandate will not pose 
any additional regulations 
on schools, colleges or uni-
versities, Northam said.

“Local leaders know 
what’s right for their com-
munity,” he said.

But group restrictions will 
apply to spectators at recre-
ational sporting events.

Governor issues restrictions as COVID-19 cases spike
Northam asks public to stay at home from midnight to 5 a.m. starting Monday

By Lauran Neergaard 
and Matthew Perrone

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A U.S. 
government advisory panel en-
dorsed widespread use of Pfi z-
er’s coronavirus vaccine Thurs-
day, putting the country just 
one step away from launching 
an epic vaccination campaign 
against the outbreak that has 
killed close to 300,000 Ameri-
cans.

Shots could begin within 
days, depending on how 
quickly the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration signs off, as ex-
pected, on the expert commit-
tee’s recommendation.

In a 17-4 vote with one 
abstention, the government 
advisers concluded that the 
vaccine from Pfi zer and its 
German partner BioNTech 
appears safe and effective for 
emergency use in adults and 
teenagers 16 and older.

That endorsement came de-
spite questions about allergic 
reactions in two people who re-
ceived the vaccine earlier this 
week when Britain became the 
fi rst country to begin dispens-
ing the Pfi zer-BioNTech shot.

Despite all the remaining 
unknowns, in an emergency, 
“the question is whether you 
know enough,” said panel 
member Dr. Paul Offi t of Chil-
dren’s Hospital of Philadelphia, 
who concluded that the shot’s 
potential benefi ts outweigh its 
risks.

US panel 
endorses 

widespread use 
of Pfizer 

COVID-19 
vaccine
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By Charles Paullin
The Northern Virginia 

Daily

A shooting suspect 
who was chased by po-
lice from Harrisonburg 
north into Shenandoah 
County was appre-
hended in Woodstock 
on Thursday morning.

At around 10 a.m. 
Thursday, there was 
a shooting at the Mo-
tel 6 on South Main 
Street in Harrison-
burg, according to the 
Harrisonburg Police 

Department. The fe-
male shooting victim 
was transported to the 
University of Virginia 
Medical Center in 
Charlottesville where 
she was reported in 
stable condition with 
serious injuries Thurs-
day evening, police 
said.

Witnesses to the 
shooting alerted po-
lice that the suspect 
had left the scene in a 
U-Haul truck and was 

Police capture shooting suspect in Woodstock after pursuit

Photos by Rich Cooley/Daily

Virginia State Police 1st Sgt. B.C. Andrews talks on his cellphone outside the scene of this crash involving a state police 
armored vehicle and a U-Haul box truck. Police began pursuing the truck in Harrisonburg after the driver refused to stop.

The driver 
of the 

U-Haul box 
truck is 

handcuffed 
on a cot as 

he awaits 
to be 

transported 
to the 

hospital by 
Woodstock 

Rescue 
squad 

personnel. SHOOTING, A2
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Virginia
Wednesday
Night Pick 3: 5-8-6
Night Pick 4: 8-7-2-5
Night Cash 5: 14-16-20-24-25

Thursday
Midday Pick 3: 6-7-6
Midday Pick 4:  3-3-9-2

Washington, D.C.
Thursday
Midday D.C. 3: 3-6-3
Midday D.C. 4: 7-8-6-0
Midday D.C. 5: 9-4-8-5-3

Wednesday
Night D.C. 3: 2-0-8
Night D.C. 4: 5-8-7-1
Night D.C. 5: 9-4-7-4-1

West Virginia
Thursday
Pick 3: 1-0-6
Pick 4: 3-7-4-5

Powerball
Wednesday
11-14-31-47-48 — PB: 4 
Estimated jackpot: $277M
Next drawing: Saturday

Lotteries

The story “Strasburg 
Town Council approves 
budget amendment” on 
A6 in Thursday’s paper 
should have stated that 
water and sewer fee in-
creases will not occur 
this year and that water 
and sewer bills are still 
due as they were orig-
inally approved at the 
start of the fiscal year.

Correction

By Heather Hollingsworth
Associated Press

MISSION, Kan. (AP) 
— Just when the U.S. 
appears on the verge of 
rolling out a COVID-19 
vaccine, the numbers 
have become gloomier 
than ever: Over 3,000 
American deaths in a 
single day, more than 
on D-Day or 9/11. One 
million new cases in the 
span of five days. More 
than 106,000 people in 
the hospital.

The crisis across 
the country is pushing 
medical centers to the 
breaking point and leav-
ing staff members and 
public health officials 
burned out and plagued 
by tears and night-
mares.

All told, the crisis has 
left more than 290,000 
people dead nationwide, 
with more than 15.5 
million confirmed infec-
tions.

The U.S. recorded 
3,124 deaths Wednes-
day, the highest one-
day total yet, accord-
ing to Johns Hopkins 
University. Up until 
last week, the peak 
was 2,603 deaths on 
April 15, when New 
York City was the epi-
center of the nation’s 
outbreak. The latest 
number is subject to re-
vision up or down.

Wednesday’s toll 
eclipsed American 
deaths on the opening 
day of the Normandy 
invasion during World 
War II: 2,500, out of 

some 4,400 Allied dead. 
And it topped the toll on 
Sept. 11, 2001: 2,977.

New cases per day 
are running at all-time 
highs of over 209,000 on 
average. And the num-
ber of people in the hos-
pital with COVID-19 is 
setting records nearly 
every day.

A U.S. government 
advisory panel on 
Thursday endorsed 
widespread use of Pfiz-
er’s COVID-19 vaccine 
to help conquer the out-
break. Depending on 
how fast the FDA signs 
off on the panel’s recom-
mendation, shots could 
begin within days, in-
augurating the biggest 
vaccination campaign in 
U.S. history.

In St. Louis, respi-

ratory therapist Joe 
Kowalczyk said he has 
seen entire floors of his 
hospital fill up with 
COVID-19 patients, 
some of them two to a 
room. He said the sup-
ply of ventilators is 
dwindling, and the in-
ventory is so thin that 
colleagues on one shift 
had to ventilate one pa-
tient by using a BiPAP 
machine, similar to the 
devices used to treat 
sleep apnea.

When he goes home 
to sleep during the day 
at the end of his gruel-
ing overnight shifts, he 
sometimes has night-
mares.

“I would be sleeping 
and I would be work-
ing in a unit and things 
would go completely 

wrong and I would 
shock myself awake. 
They would be very vis-
ceral and very vivid,” he 
said. “It would just re-
ally spook me.”

In South Dakota, Dr. 
Clay Smith has treated 
hundreds of COVID-19 
patients while working 
at Monument Health 
Spearfish Hospital and 
at Sheridan Memorial 
Hospital in neighboring 
Wyoming.

He said patients are 
becoming stranded in 
the emergency room for 
hours while they await 
beds on the main floor or 
transfers to larger hospi-
tals. And those transfers 
are becoming more chal-
lenging, with some pa-
tients sent as far away 
as Denver, 400 miles 

(644 kilometers) from 
the two hospitals.

“That is a huge bur-
den for families and 
EMS systems as well 
when you take an am-
bulance and send it 400 
miles one way, that am-
bulance is out of the 
community for essen-
tially a whole day,” he 
said.

Smith added that 
some patients have gone 
from thinking “I thought 
this was a hoax” to 
“Wow, this is real and I 
feel terrible.” But he also 
has seen people with 
COVID-19 who “con-
tinue to be disbelievers. 
It is hard to see that.”

“At the end of the day 
the virus doesn’t care 
whether you believe in it 
or not,” he said.

One-day US deaths top 3,000, more than D-Day or 9/11

traveling north on 
Main Street, accord-
ing to police. Police 
chased the U-Haul 
driver north on Inter-
state 81 and then on 
Route 11 to just north 
of Woodstock where 
state police were able 
to stop him, according 
to a Harrisonburg Po-
lice Department news 
release.

Umar Burley, 50, of 
Baltimore, was driv-
ing the truck and 
taken into custody, the 
release states. Burley 
was charged with ma-
licious wounding and 
attempted murder.

The pursuit of the 
U-Haul truck ended 
between 10:30 and 
10:45 a.m. in front of 
the Woodstock Equip-
ment Company when 
a tactical vehicle hit 
the left rear bumper 
of the U-Haul truck, 
said Bobby Funk-
houser, a salesper-
son at the store. He 
said the hit forced the 
U-Haul truck to spin 
out into a ditch.

The U-Haul truck 

driver then tried to 
drive off, but the tac-
tical vehicle came 
around to the front of 
it and stopped it be-
fore the suspect was 
apprehended, Funk-
houser added. Officers 
at the scene had their 
weapons drawn, in the 
form of both pistols 
and long rifles, but 
Funkhouser said he 
never heard a shot.

It was about five 
minutes from the time 
of the crash and when 
the suspect was taken 
into custody, Funk-
houser said. About 20 
mins later, the suspect 
was being treated at 
an ambulance, Funk-

houser said. He said 
he counted 34 police 
cars from several dif-
ferent departments 
in the area where the 
chase ended.

“It was pretty in-
tense,” Funkhouser 

said.
Shenandoah Coun-

ty’s central school 
campus went into a 
modified lockdown 
for about 30 minutes 
from about 10:20 a.m. 
to 10:54 a.m. as a 
precaution during the 
incident, according 
to Lori Swortzel, the 
principal at Central 
High School. A modi-
fied lockdown means 
no one is allowed to 
enter or leave the 
building, but instruc-
tion carried on.

This appears to be 
an isolated incident 
that remains under 

investigation and ad-
ditional charges are 
pending, Harrison-
burg police said.

Anyone with ad-
ditional information 
regarding the shoot-
ing and the pursuit is 
encouraged to contact 
that department’s 
Major Crimes Unit 
at 540-437-2640. To 
remain anonymous, 
contact Crime Solv-
ers at 540-574-5050 
or text “HPD” and 
the tip to CRIMES 
(274637).

Contact Charles 
Paullin at cpaullin@
nvdaily.com

Shooting
Continued from A1

Daniel Lin / For the Daily

ABOVE: Harrisonburg Police investigate the 
scene of a shooting at the Motel 6 on South Main 
Street. A man who led police on a chase from 
Harrisonburg was apprehended in Woodstock 
following the Thursday morning shooting. RIGHT: 
Shenandoah County Sheriff’s Office Lt. Bo Hall 
walks through a line of police cruisers following 
a chase involving a U-Haul truck.

Rich Cooley / Daily

Police cars pursue this U-Haul box truck along 
Old Valley Pike near Red Banks in Shenandoah 
County on Thursday morning.

Rich Cooley / Daily


