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is the third leading 
industry in the common-
wealth, employing more 
than 108,000 Virginians 
in forestry, forest prod-
ucts and related indus-
tries.

Charlotte State 
Forest includes approx-
imately 13 miles of the 
Roanoke and Wards 
Ford Creeks—two tribu-
tary streams to the Roa-
noke River, a designated 
Virginia Scenic River. 
VDOF plans to acquire 
an additional 2,500 
adjacent acres currently 
owned by The Conserva-
tion Fund, creating the 
fifth-largest sustainable 
forestry initiative certi-
fied state forest in the 
commonwealth.

“The creation of 
a new state forest on 
the Stanley land cele-
brates a long legacy of 
well-managed work-
ing forests,” Heather 
Richards, Virginia state 
director for The Conser-
vation Fund said. “We 
are honored to assist 
the commonwealth in 
the protection of these 
timberlands to support 
local forestry jobs, pro-
tect key wildlife habitat 
and provide new public 
recreational access for 
a variety of activities in 
Charlotte County.”

In a press release, 
Senator Mark Warner 

said the preservation of 
more than 2,000 acres 
of working timberland 
would safeguard vital 
habitats and provide 
outdoor recreation op-
portunities to support 
the local economy.

FOREST: ‘Rare opportunity 
for Southside Virginia’
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seatbelt but that he 
could feel around to get 
the belt unhooked, find-
ing the car door handle 
and pulled the man to 
safety.

Being a firefighter, 
Reeves has rescued peo-
ple from burning build-
ings before but never 
from a fully involved 
car fire without any 
protective clothing.

“It was quite an 
interesting morning 
coming home from work 
… sometimes things 
happen that you don’t 
expect, but there was 
nothing left to do but 
help them.”

Reeves said he 
received a call from 
family members later 
Sunday afternoon let-
ting him know the two 
people he saved were 
home and doing fine.

FIRE: ‘There was nothing 
left to do but help them’
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million program to pro-
vide funds for increased 
school security across 
the state.

“Virginia is a na-
tional leader in school 
security and the grants 
announced today 
support our proactive 
approach to creating 
and maintaining safe 
learning environments,” 
Superintendent of Public 

Instruction James Lane 
said. “In many cases, the 
equipment and systems 
divisions will purchase 
with these funds address 
vulnerabilities identi-
fied through the com-
monwealth’s pioneering 
school security audit 
program.”

The criteria for mak-
ing the awards — devel-
oped by VDOE and the 
Virginia Department 
of Criminal Justice 

Services — give prior-
ity to schools most in 
need of modern security 
equipment, schools with 
relatively high numbers 
of offenses, schools with 
equipment needs iden-
tified by a school secu-
rity audit, and schools 
in divisions least able to 
afford security upgrades. 
The program expanded 
this year to include fund-
ing for security equip-
ment for school buses.

The 2013 General As-
sembly established the 
School Security Equip-
ment Grants program in 

the aftermath of the 
Dec. 14, 2012, mass 
shooting at Sandy 
Hook Elementary in 
Newtown, Connecti-
cut.

CCPS: ‘Virginia is a national 
leader in school security’
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this would eliminate a 
high-speed conflict point 
but add an additional 
low-speed conflict point 
within the roundabout.”  

Supervisor Kay 
Pierantoni, who attended 
the virtual public hear-
ing, brought the issue to 
light. “The main issue I 
have is that I believe the 
most critical problem in 
that area is not present-
ly being addressed,” she 
said. “Traveling from 
Richmond on the dual 
lane 360 West, there are 
one exit and two en-
trance ramps onto 360. 
The second entrance 
ramp is the very con-
cerning one. Traffic from 
the roundabout wishing 
to enter 360 West will 
use this ramp. It is a 

short ramp with no ac-
celeration lane. 

The ramp ends just 
within feet of the rail-
road overpass. On the 
right of the ramp are a 
bank and guardrail. If 
both lanes on 360 West 
have vehicles and the 
vehicle exiting the ramp 
is not using extreme 
caution, I believe the po-
tential for an extremely 
serious accident is there.”

In 2017 the proposed 
$5.2 million roundabout 
at the intersection of 
Routes 15 and U.S. 360 
made it through the 
second round of scoring 
under the new SMART 
SCALE prioritization 
process used by the 
state’s Commonwealth 
Transportation Board 
(CTB).

Funding includes 

both state and federal 
sources.

According to trans-
portation documents, 
the current intersection 
has a major road (two-
way, not divided) as well 
as an off-ramp and an 
entrance leading to an 
off-ramp all connect-
ing at a three approach 
stop-sign intersection 
that is in a grade curve,” 
county leaders said in 
the application to state 
transportation officials. 
“Sight-distance, as well 
as traffic flow current-
ly contributes to driver 
error. This project will 
replace the stop-sign in-
tersection with a round-
about to allow for a more 
fluid entrance and exit to 
the off-ramps as well as 
take the sight-distance 
issue out of the equation. 

This project will create 
a safer intersection. The 
Charlotte County Indus-
trial Park is along the 
route of this project, and 
the Heartland Business 
Park is adjacent to the 
project area.”

VDOT said due to 
safety concerns and acci-
dent history, this project 
will improve the inter-
section with a round-
about concept. 

The most recent three 
years of available crash 
data, from May 1, 2013, 
to Apr. 30, 2016 shows 
there have been five 
reported crashes along 
Route 15, from Route 
820 (Pinecrest Road) to 
Route 712 (Horseshoe 
Bend Road), a distance of 
0.66 miles. 

CHANGES: ‘Issue was addressing a safety concern’
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