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She said for many, the 
pandemic was an ideal 
time to bring a new dog 
home. Many area resi-
dents were looking for 
some extra companion-
ship in a socially distant 
world, and people also 
had more free time to 
devote their attention to 
new pets. 

“They had the time. 
They had the ability to ac-
climate animals and offer 
them more attention.”

Schuma said cat adop-
tions unfortunately saw 
a decline during the pan-
demic, which may be the 
result of social distancing 
restrictions. Most of SP-
CA’s feline adoptions are 
done inside the center or 
at an adoption stand at 
PetSmart in Richmond, 
but no adoptions were 
performed inside SP-
CA’s building, located in 
Prince Edward County, 
during the shutdown. 

“As we know, people 
weren’t going in stores, 
so we attribute that to the 
decline in cat adoptions.”

Schuma said cat adop-
tions are beginning to 
increase now that Phase 
2 of Virginia Gov. Ralph 
Northam’s reopening plan 
for the state is enacted 
and more public spaces 
are opening back up. 

Schuma added that 
most of Southside SPCA’s 
programs offered to help 
with the care of pets, 
such as their pet pantry, 
were able to continue 

during the pandemic, 
although new strategies, 
such as leaving food 
outside for pickup, had to 
be implemented.

SPCA is also utilizing 
some new strategies of 
helping animals and their 
owners in a time when 
many veterinary offic-
es are operating under 
reduced hours, including 
paying for PETA (People 
for the Ethical Treatment 
of Animals) to bring a mo-
bile spay and neuter bus 
to the Keysville Industrial 
Park June 19. 

Like Southside SPCA, 
Schuma said numer-
ous organizations from 
across the country have 
reported unprecedented 
pet adoptions during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. She 
said she believed the 
trend may continue up-
ward in the near future, 
and she has not yet seen 
a drop in dog adoptions.

Schuma added she did 

not believe the increase 
in pet adoptions would 
later result in an increase 
in pets being surrendered 
back over to shelters, as 
Southside SPCA works 
hard to council adopters 
and make sure they are 
ready for the responsibil-
ities.

“I think this trend is 
going to continue for a 
while.”

She said the organi-
zation will be waiting at 
least another month to 
consider holding large-
scale adoption events. 
In the meantime, outside 
adoptions have been a 
safe and very successful 
way to make sure pets 
are still finding new 
homes. 

Schuma said while 
Southside SPCA would 
love to have more vol-
unteers at the shelter, 
now is not the time. She 
added the demand for 
pet adoptions usually far 
outweighs the amount of 
pets up for adoption, and 
asked that those interest-
ed in adopting be patient 
during the process.

Those interested in 
helping can make a 
difference by offering 
canned dog or cat food 
donations, shopping at or 
donating to the Keysville 
Tailwaggers Thrift Store, 
joining the COOLE Com-
mittee fundraiser group 
or donating old bedding/
newspapers. Items not 
used by SPCA are shared 
with local animal control 
groups.

COMPANIONS: ‘Trend is going to continue’

Angie the cat is hoping 
she will find a new home 
through adoption with the 
Southside SPCA. Feline 
adoptions dropped during 
the pandemic.
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After several months 
of working to bring the 
ability to text 911 to the 
Farmville Police Depart-
ment, the system is now 
online.

According to Commu-
nications Director Jackie 
B. Gilbert with Farmville 
Emergency Communica-
tions, all 911 centers in 
Virginia must have the 
ability to receive text 
messages on their 911 
systems by July 1. 

This new service, that 
went online Tuesday, June 
9, will be available for text 
messages sent from the 
Town of Farmville, Prince 
Edward County and the 
southern end of Cumber-
land County.

“If there is an emergen-
cy and the caller cannot 
make a voice call to 911, 
they can text 911,” Gilbert 
said. “If the person is in 
the Town of Farmville, 
Prince Edward County or 
southern Cumberland, 
they will get a response 
that states, ‘You have 
reached Farmville VA 911, 

what is the address of 
your emergency?’ At that 
point, the caller should 
text the location and 
nature of the emergency 
to the dispatcher, so help 
can be sent. Once the text 
conversation is over, the 
texter will get a response 
that Farmville 911 has 
disconnected the text 
session and to call or text 
if there is an additional 
emergency.

“This technology will 
make it easier for the 
deaf, hard of hearing, and 
speech-impaired callers 
to reach emergency ser-
vices without having to 
use antiquated devices or 
relay service.” 

Gilbert said a 911 grant 
assisted with the cost 
of upgrading the call 
handling equipment, 
which not only gives the 
department the ability to 
receive text messages but 
other forms of media in 
the future. 

Farmville Police Chief 
Andy Ellington said the 
new system and the 
changes that are being 
made at the emergency 
communication center 

have made it one of the 
best in the area.

“I couldn’t be prouder 
of her (Gilbert) efforts 
and where she is taking 
our 911 center,” Ellington 
said. “With her knowledge 
and years of experience, 
she continues to modern-
ize our center, and has 
made it a state-of-the-art 
center, one of the best in 
Central Virginia.”  

Things to remember 
when using text-to-911:

• Text to 911 should 
only be used in emergen-
cy situations.

• Text in simple words: 
send a short text message 
without abbreviations, ac-
ronyms or emoji’s. Taking 
these steps will eliminate 
confusion and strengthen 
communication between 
you and the 911 operator.

• It’s a crime to text 
or call 911 with a false 
report. Prank callers and 
texters can be located 
and will be prosecuted.

• This service is not 
available everywhere in 
Virginia and the U.S.

• Remember, it is 
against the law to text 
and drive.

Text to 911 now available

jackienewman
Pencil


