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a total of 356. 
According to data 

obtained from the VDH, 
Lunenburg County’s 
coronavirus numbers 
skyrocketed 97 cases 
this week for a cumula-
tive total of 326. 

Nash said Monday 
Lunenburg’s dramatic 
increase in coronavirus 
cases could be attribut-
ed to the Lunenburg 
Correctional Center 
(LCC).

The Virginia De-
partment of Corrections 
(VDOC) was reporting 
66 active COVID-posi-
tive offenders on-site at 
LCC Monday with one 
offender hospitalized. 
LCC also had one staff 
member actively diag-

nosed with the virus. 
Lunenburg saw 

its largest jump in 
COVID-19 cases from 
Christmas Eve to 
Christmas Day, with 
40 new cases reported 
Dec. 25. Nash said 38 
of those 40 cases were 
found to be the result of 
point prevalence testing 
conducted at the prison. 

He added another 
large portion of Lunen-
burg’s COVID-19 cases 
could be attributed to 
an ongoing outbreak at 
a local assisted living 
facility. 

And while it seems 
Lunenburg County is 
not currently experi-
encing large levels of 
community spread of 
the virus, Nash believes 
that may be subject to 

change given the two 
outbreaks the area is 
facing. 

The health director 
highlighted the de-
partment is watching 
for a possible spike as 
workers at the facility 
contract the virus and 
potentially bring it out 
of the facilities. 

Buckingham Correc-
tional Center (BKCC) 
was reporting 168 active 
offender cases of the 
virus Monday, with 12 
staff diagnosed with 
COVID-19. 

Buckingham rose 38 
cases this week for a to-
tal of 1,274. Cumberland 
rose just one case to 199. 

Lunenburg County 
was not the only place to 
see record virus num-
bers during the holiday. 

On Dec. 24, Virginia 
broke its record of daily 
reported coronavirus 
cases with 4,782 cases 
reported Christmas Eve. 

Dec. 25 VDH report-
ed the state’s record sev-
en-day moving average 
of COVID-19 cases at 
4,086.

The figures are wor-
risome, but Nash sees 
even worse days on the 
horizon. 

“I think this is just 
a preamble of things to 
come,” he commented. 
“We’re clearly in a very 
disturbing surge, and 
we’re going to see little 
peaks like this, and the 
surge is just going to 
continue to go up.”

Nash was particu-
larly worried Monday 
about the back-to-back 
holidays of Christmas 
and New Year’s Eve.

““I expect we’re going 
to see some really horri-
ble numbers in the next 

two weeks … I expect 
that everybody going 
back to work today, to-
morrow and Wednesday 
is probably going to feed 
into community spread 
from the Christmas 
family gatherings, and 
then right on the heels 
of that we’re going to 
have New Year’s Eve,” 
he said.

On Monday Nash 
asked readers to consid-
er staying home Thurs-
day night, Dec. 31, and 
celebrating the new year 
with loved ones, ask-
ing that residents avoid 
contributing to further 
spread of the virus after 
the holidays.

“We’re going to have 
a very, very difficult sit-
uation.” he warned. 

In discussing vacci-
nations Monday, Nash 
said the health depart-
ment expects to have 
the Moderna vaccine on 
station Wednesday. On 

Thursday, officials hope 
to have all willing local 
health department per-
sonnel vaccinated. The 
department will then 
focus its efforts on vac-
cinating personnel from 
local doctor’s offices and 
dental practices.

Last week VDH 
announced the creation 
of a new COVID-19 
vaccine dashboard to 
provide information and 
track COVID-19 vacci-
nation across the com-
monwealth. 

Lunenburg County 
on Monday had admin-
istered a total of 11 
doses, as did Charlotte 
County. 

As of Monday, Prince 
Edward County was re-
porting 41 vaccine doses 
administered. Bucking-
ham County was report-
ing 18 doses adminis-
tered, and Cumberland 
County was reporting 
five doses administered. 

SURGE: ‘A very difficult situation’
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CCPS has seen only one confirmed 
positive case of COVID-19 with 
in-person students to date.

“No one wants Virginia students 
to be taught inside the schools more 
than Virginia’s educators,” VEA Pres-
ident Dr. James J. Fedderman said. 
“But over the past weeks, Virginia 
has averaged 3,521 COVID-19 cases 
per day, an increase of 41% from the 
average two weeks earlier. The num-
bers don’t lie, and the human toll be-
hind each of those numbers demand 
that we pause in-person learning 
until the situation rights itself.”

Despite the request from VEA, 
CCPS and other school systems con-
tinue to push on with hybrid instruc-
tion.

Mason said the new style of learn-
ing has proven to be very challeng-
ing for teachers, but educators have 
adapted well.

“Our teachers have provided good 

options for students attending in-per-
son and for those who have elected 
to learn from home due to COVID,” 
Mason said. “Having two groups of 
students physically in the classroom 
on different days while preparing 
lessons for students who are learning 
remotely has changed the responsi-
bility of being a teacher tremendous-
ly.”

VIRTUAL: ‘I do not see how a one-size-
fits-all recommendation is appropriate’

The Virginia Education Association is calling 
for public schools to go all-virtual through at 
least mid-January. But CCPS says it will seek 
the recommendations of the Piedmont Health 
District for any changes. 
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