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Jen Gibbons is a single mother of two who 

sees a troubled road ahead as schools pre-

pare for only virtual learning this fall due 

to the COVID-19 pandemic.

She’s fortunate that she can telework, but 

Gibbons said her second-grader needs more 

than just an online teacher.

“I can’t help her. I have to work,” Gibbons 

said, noting the rocky start to online learning 

off ered earlier this year. “Th ese are children. 

Th ey can’t self-direct at this level.”

Gibbons, a Bristow resident, is one of sev-

eral parents who spoke with InsideNoVa aft er 

the public schools in Prince William County, 

Manassas and Manassas Park have shifted 

from off ering a few days of classroom instruc-

tion to an all-virtual start to the school year. 

Parents are worried about how teachers will 

keep their children engaged and learning and 

the intensive role they’ll have to play as at-

home educators. And some parents are asking 

what school divisions have learned in the past 

fi ve months since schools were shut down in 

early March.
Christine Gutermuth has a child heading 

into second grade. She fi nds it hard to believe 

the division could not fi gure out a way to safe-

ly off er some in-person instruction. 

“Th at’s a hard pill to swallow as a parent,” 

she said. “Did we use the time wisely since 

March to prepare the county?” 

However, Gutermuth learned Tuesday her 

application was accepted and her daughter 

will be attending private school this year.

“It’s such a young age, you get the building 

blocks for reading, math and spelling,” Guter-

muth said. “It’s worth it to me, the unexpected 

fi nancial cost of private school.” 

Th e private school plans to off er an A/B day 

schedule, where students rotate days to at-

tend in-person instruction, she said. “Private 

schools are off ering things that the district is 

not.” 
Her daughter is still learning to read, which 

is why she began to consider a private school 

that off ered in-person as well as online in-

struction. 

“Regardless of what anyone says, the parent 

will be the facilitator, period,” she said about 

distance learning. “I’ll have to balance my job 

with her education.” 

‘ALL THESE CLASSES’

Dale City resident Jenni Mannina said her 

son, who’s heading into his fi rst year of high 

school, has felt anxiety about the unknowns 

of the upcoming school year. 

Mannina’s son, who has autism, is an A-stu-

dent and wanted to start the school year with 

some in-person instruction.

“He wanted the 50-50 schedule, which 

freaked me out,” Mannina said. “But he said, 

‘I learn better in a classroom. I need to see 

things in front of me.’”

Creating a schedule helped her son when 

schools closed in March due to the pandemic. 

But that was optional work. Th is school year, 

state leaders are requiring divisions to provide 

new instruction.

“Now you’ll have all these classes, it’ll be 

very stressful,” she said. “It seems like it’s go-

ing to be a little chaotic.”  

Earlier in the year, when schools closed, 

Mannina was fortunate to talk with her em-

ployer to stay home three days a week while 

her husband stayed home with their son the 

other two days. 

“Th ey’ve got a big challenge ahead of them 

and we’ll do all we can,” she said. “I hope they 

can keep in mind the majority of parents are 

working.” 

For daily updates, 

visit InsideNoVa.

com and sign up for our email 

newsletters and breaking news 

alerts.

SOURCES: Virginia Department 

of Health; Virginia Employment 

Commission.

* -- An outbreak is de� ned as 

two or more cases in one setting. 

Outbreaks are reported for the 

Prince William Health District, 

which consists of the county 

and the cities of Manassas and 

Manassas Park.

All numbers through 

Wednesday, July 22

10,287
Total confi rmed and 

probable cases 
» Prince William: 8,265

» Manassas: 1,544

» Manassas Park: 478

» Statewide: 80,393

192
Deaths
» Prince William: 165

» Manassas: 20
» Manassas Park: 7

» Statewide: 2,051

909
Hospitalizations
» Prince William: 743

» Manassas: 117
» Manassas Park: 49

» Statewide: 7,351

17
Outbreaks*
» 14 long-term care facilities

» 1 educational setting

» 1 correctional setting

» 1 congregate setting

» 513 outbreak associated 

cases
» 540 cases in healthcare 

workers
» Statewide: 580 outbreaks

 59,303
Initial claims for 

unemployment benefi ts 

March 15-July 11

» Prince William: 54,083

» Manassas: 5,164

» Manassas Park: 56

Virtual learning will challenge students and parents
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• Only one outbreak still “in progress” at 

local long-term care centers Page 12

‘Twice as Hard’

Jen Gibbons, at left with her children, and Wilfi da Martinez, at right with her two children, will be navigating 

the challenges of virtual learning this fall. 
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Prince William County and Manassas 

are seeking $1.5 million for bus shel-

ters, street lights and pedestrian safety 

improvements at OmniRide’s Mosby Street 

bus hub at the Prince William County court-

house.
Th e county is applying for an I-66 Com-

muter Choice grant to fund the project. Th e 

Northern Virginia Transportation Commis-

sion grant uses toll money from Interstate 66 

for transit improvements and other projects 

aimed at reducing highway traffi  c along the 

corridor. 
Paolo Belita, a regional planning and pro-

gramming manager for Prince William, said 

the improvements are needed because the 

courthouse now serves as the central trans-

fer point for fi ve bus routes in the area. Th e 

change was part of OmniRide’s western ser-

vice overhaul that launched Dec. 9. Previ-

ously, the local transfer hub was at Manassas 

Mall.
Th e county, rather than the city of Manas-

sas, is leading the project because the bus 

shelters would sit just outside city limits, al-

though the Manassas City Council expressed 

support in a resolution last month.

“We’re just trying to make [transit] more 

attractive and more accessible to the local 

OmniRide seeks $1.5M for courthouse bus stop
 BY JARED FORETEK

 jforetek@insidenova.com

Through a public education campaign 

in Prince William County schools, 

238 students have been identifi ed as 

at-risk, sexually assaulted, groomed or a vic-

tim of human traffi  cking since 2013.

Th e school division off ers a lesson on hu-

man traffi  cking to ninth graders, as well as 

a pilot program for some middle school 

students, said Mary Ellen Smith, human 

traffi  cking prevention specialist with Prince 

William County Public Schools. 

Following the lesson, students fill out a 

survey that asks if they want to speak to a 

social worker. Hundreds have taken up the 

opportunity for a variety of reasons, and the 

school division says 238 are getting support 

services related to sexual assault or human 

traffi  cking concerns.
Human traffi  cking is defi ned by the U.S. 

Department of Homeland Security as the use 

of force, fraud or coercion in order to obtain 

some type of labor or commercial sex act.

Smith spoke at an annual human traffi  ck-

ing symposium held Jan. 29 that was spon-

sored by the Greater Prince William Human 

Traffi  cking Task Force and the Greater Prince 

William Sexual and Domestic Violence Pre-

vention Council. 
She noted one student who disclosed that 

she was sold on Facebook starting when she 

was 10 years old.

Educators, staff  battle 
wide reach of predators

When students are targets
Beginning in 2016, a state law targeted commercial sex traffi cking as a 

felony. Below is the total number of charges across Virginia, according to the 

state’s online case management systems.

* Information doesn’t include cases from Fairfax County and Alexandria

OMNIRIDE   PAGE 3

Sex traffi cking 
with a person 

under 18

Commercial sex traffi cking

2016: 107

2017: 131

2018: 176

“Due to coordinated case management, 

the student received mental health support, 

maintained her grades and attendance and is 

involved in school activities,” Smith said. “Her 

traffi  ckers were arrested.” 

TARGETING TEENS

Smith said traffi  ckers are manipulative, dot-

ing on the person they’re targeting with time 

and attention and promising them money, 

gift s or a better life. 
Contact can begin on social media or 

through gaming devices, Smith said. 

“It’s not just at the mall,” she said. “If your 

kid has a cell phone, they’re at risk.” 

Th e targeting can also happen at school.

Last August, a former track coach and secu-

HUMAN TRAFFICKING   PAGE 16

2016: 28
2017: 15
2018: 37
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GOING ALL OUT
Colgan’s Kennedy 
Fuller returns after 
suff ering knee 
injury
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DANCE

Manassas 
Ballet Theatre 
prepares special 
performance
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Manassas Park moves ahead with library
GROWING UP   PAGE 3

A s school officials strug-gle to fi nd land for new schools, Prince William County Public Schools is going vertical. The school board re-cently approved the division’s fi rst three-story elementary school. Th e $37.1 million elementary school at Rosemont Lewis Park will sit on a narrow strip of 19 acres of county-owned land that includes 12.49 acres of the park near Crestwood Drive and Ash-ton Avenue, just outside the city of Manassas.
Th e prototype could pave the way for more three-story elemen-tary schools in the county. Th e di-vision currently has more than 90 schools, including 61 elementary schools.

School board chair Babur Lateef told InsideNoVa that land near Manassas and in the eastern end of the county is 

hard to find and expensive.“It saves space,” he said about the three-story design. “It’s not a sprawling one-story building.”Staff  plan to seek construction contract bids for the new school by late fall, and it’s expected to open in September 2022. The school will reduce overcrowding at Ellis, Mullen, Sinclair, Sud-ley and West Gate elementary schools.
Diana Gulotta, the school divi-sion’s spokeswoman, told Inside-NoVa there are no three-story high schools in the county. Th e first three-story middle school is planned to be the Potomac Shores middle school, scheduled to open in summer 2021. 

On Feb. 19, Albert Ciarochi, associate superintendent for support services, told the school board the prototype design could be used for future elementary schools, such as a proposed el-ementary school in either Wood-

bridge or Occoquan and a sec-ond Potomac Shores elementary school, both of which are slated 

to open in September 2023. Cia-

 BY EMILY SIDES
 esides@insidenova.com

Three-story elementary schoolwill be Prince William’s fi rst

The new prototype for a three-story elementary school will allow the school di-
vision to use smaller sites for future buildings. IMAGES PROVIDED

City developing local space to replace shared Central Library 

Manassas Park is going its own way, exiting an agreement with Prince William County and Manassas to open its own library this summer. 

City officials expect to save more than $200,000 in the next fi scal year by leaving the multi-jurisdictional agreement and hiring a contractor to operate a Manassas Park library, the fi rst public library in the city’s history. Rockville-based Library Systems & Services operates more than 80 public libraries in the country, mostly on behalf of small jurisdic-tions like Manassas Park.
Th e library will be at what was the golf pro 

shop at Blooms Park. City Manager Laszlo Palko said the building could use a paint job but is otherwise ready to go.
Palko said the city decided to withdraw from ongoing negotiations between the three jurisdictions largely over cost concerns. Th e city is facing annual debt payments of over $10 million until 2023 and has made across-

 BY JARED FORETEK
 jforetek@insidenova.com
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All numbers through Wednesday, June 17
8,364
Total confi rmed and probable cases 

» Prince William: 6,654
» Manassas: 1,320
» Manassas Park: 390
» Statewide: 55,775
147
Deaths
» Prince William: 127
» Manassas: 14
» Manassas Park: 6
» Statewide: 1,583
755
Hospitalizations
» Prince William: 623
» Manassas: 87
» Manassas Park: 45
» Statewide: 5,692
16
Outbreaks*
» 13 long-term care facilities» 1 educational setting» 1 correctional setting» 1 congregate setting» 331 outbreak associated cases

» 396 cases in healthcare workers
» Statewide: 423 outbreaks
52,474
Initial claims for 
unemployment benefi ts March 15-June 6

» Prince William: 47,847» Manassas: 4,579
» Manassas Park: 48

For daily updates, visit 
InsideNoVa.com and sign up for our email newsletters and breaking news alerts.

SOURCES: Virginia Department of Health; Virginia Employment Commission.
* -- An outbreak is de� ned as two or more cases in one setting. Outbreaks are reported for the Prince William Health District, which consists of the county and the cities of Manassas and Manassas Park.
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‘Always a constant 
reminder’

 BY EMILY SIDES esides@insidenova.com
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Route 28 
bypass 
advances

— LUBNA AZMI, 2019 GRADUATE OF STONEWALL JACKSON HIGH SCHOOL

“We’ve made the name work for us. But that doesn’t mean we shouldn’t embrace the change.”

For Lubna Azmi, a 2019 gradu-ate of Stonewall Jackson High, the school’s renaming is long overdue.“We’ve made the name work for us,” said Azmi, now a student at John Hop-kins University. “But that doesn’t mean we shouldn’t embrace the change.” � e fact that the school was named af-ter Stonewall Jackson in the � rst place was horrendous, Azmi said. Prince William County Public Schools is looking to quickly rename its two schools that have carried the name of the Confederate general for decades. A virtual meeting at 7 p.m. Monday, June 22, will o� er the public a chance to suggest new names for Stonewall Jackson High and Stonewall Middle.
� e conversation about race is center 

stage nationwide a� er the death of George Floyd at the hands of a Minneapolis po-lice o�  cer, but Stonewall Jackson High has been the focus of the school division’s e� orts to address racial inequities since last spring.
� e e� ort to redraw boundaries for the planned Gainesville High School brought questions of segregation to the forefront, with teachers and students at Stonewall Jackson calling for change.Azmi noted at the time that Stonewall Jackson is a great school — “and that’s greatly due to its diversity.”In response, school administrators have prioritized improving older high schools and providing new speciality programs for those communities in tandem with new school construction.Manassas resident Eden Shenal, a 2019 

Diverse community wants school name it can celebrate

Prince William County residents can weigh in next month on a $300 mil-lion project to improve tra�  c along the Va. Route 28 corridor. Transportation o�  cials recommend building a bypass, which could re-quire buying up to 70 homes for right of way. The Prince William Board of County Su-pervisors voted 7-0 on Tuesday to schedule a public hearing July 14 for the proposed project. Supervisor Pete Candland, R-Gainesville, was absent from the meeting. Transportation Director Ric Canizales told the board that sta�  supports a bypass project that would extend Godwin Drive in a north-easterly direction from Sudley Drive as a four-lane divided road with a shared-use path. � e bypass would run parallel to Flat Branch and Bull Run streams and connect with Route 28 north of Bull Run Stream. An environmental study is still in progress on whether to widen Route 28 or select one of two possible bypass routes. Although that study is not complete, its technical and executive com-mittees — which include 67 sta� , leaders and elected o�  cials at federal, state, regional and local levels — have recommended the bypass route, according to the county. � e bypass option was “determined to have the lowest cost, highest tra�  c impacts, lowest impacts to existing development and commu-nities, and low impact to the environment,” ac-cording to the county. At a public meeting in October, officials said adding two lanes to Route 28 would a� ect about 90 businesses due to right-of-way acqui-sition, while either of two proposed routes for a four-lane bypass would require the purchase of 

County to hold public hearing next month


