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 Taylor Rodriguez, of 
Forest, has been declared 
the best Elvis Presley 
tribute artist in the world.
 “That is something 
I’m still trying to get 
used to,” Rodriguez said 
in a phone interview.
 Rodriguez came out 
as number one in the 
Ultimate Elvis Tribute 
Artist contest held at 
Graceland over the week-
end of Aug. 9. The title is 
bestowed by Elvis 
Presley Enterprises.
 In order to even get 
there, an Elvis tribute art-
ist must be good. All con-
testants were winners of 
Elvis tribute artist con-
tests. At Graceland, 
Rodriguez was one of 17 
tribute artists, all being 
winners of the first tier of 
competitions, vying for 
the title. Competitors 
came from the United 
States, Australia, Japan 
(Taylor said Elvis is real-
ly big in Japan), Brazil 
and Canada.
 It’s a big deal.
 “It really is, said 
Rodriguez. “This is the 
biggest accomplishment 
in the Elvis industry you 
can achieve.”
 HIs first thought, upon 
winning, was “This can-
not be happening.”
 For him, it’s a dream 
come true. 
 Rodriguez will turn 22 
at the end of this year, 
making the Jefferson 
Forest High School grad-
uate one of the youngest 
people to ever win this 
contest.
 Elvis Presley first hit 
it big in 1956. By the 
1970s he was probably 
the only one of his con-
temporary mid-1950s 
recording stars who was 
still on top. Even today, 
44 years after his death, 
his music is still popular.
 “I think that Elvis is 
just as popular now as he 
was back then,” 
Rodriguez said.   “I think
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 A seminar slated for 
Sept. 18 will show local 
businesses how they can 
sell products and services 
to the state government.
 The Commonwealth 
has contract set-asides 
that encourages state 
agencies to give priority 
to small businesses and 
businesses owned by 
minorities, women or ser-
vice disabled veterans.
 Mary Zirkle, the 
town’s economic devel-
opment coordinator, said 
many   local    businesses 
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BEDFORD MAN CONVICTED OF ASSAULTING INFANT

Teaching African American history

BY TOM WILMOTH
Editor

news@bedfordbulletin.com

 Last week Governor Ralph Northam signed 
Executive Order Thirty-Nine, which establishes the 
Commission on African American History Education 
and one of those serving on the Commission will be 
from Bedford County Public Schools (BCPS).
 The Commission is charged with reviewing 
Virginia’s history standards, and the instructional 
practices, content, and resources currently used to 

teach African American history in the Commonwealth. 
 Crystal DeLong  a teacher at Liberty High School 
was appointed as a member on the Commission.
 “It is a huge honor to be asked to be part of this 
Commission,” DeLong stated. “Teachers are not 
always at the table when educational decisions are 
being made. I’m thankful for the opportunity to be a 
representative of teachers across our Commonwealth.”
 DeLong stated that it’s important that the 
Commonwealth’s history standards are inclusive and

Heidi Childs and David Metzler are buried side by side in Virginia Memorial Park in Bedford County along Forest 
Road (U.S. 221). (Below) The couple share a photo together while at the beach. Photos courtesy VSP

LHS teacher to serve on governor’s 
Commission reviewing history standards

Investigation continues into murders
BY TOM WILMOTH

Editor
news@bedfordbulletin.com

 Ten years ago Heidi Childs and 
David Metzler visited Caldwell 
Fields in Montgomery County.
 Both were just weeks into their 
sophomore year at Virginia Tech 
when they headed there in David’s 
1992 Toyota Camry that Wednesday 
night in 2009.  They hadn’t planned 
on staying long.
 But sometime between 8:25 and 
10 p.m. the two Tech students were 
brutally murdered. 
 August 26 marked the 10-year 
mark since those murders occurred 
and law enforcement announced 
Friday the investigation was being 

ramped up, including offering a 
$100,000 reward for information 
leading to the arrest and conviction 
of the individual or individuals 
responsible for the murders.

Ten years ago
 August 26, 2009 was a 
Wednesday and it was shortly after 
8 p.m. when Heidi, 18, and David, 
19, arrived at the isolated parking 
lot off Craig Creek Road in the 
Jefferson National Forest in 
Montgomery County. They met 
before college through their church 
youth group. David had brought 
along his guitar; he wanted to share

See INVESTIGATION 2ASee GUILTY 2A
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BY TOM WILMOTH

Editor
news@bedfordbulletin.com

 A Bedford woman who 
faced 15 felony charges as 
the result of a Virginia State 
Police investigation involv-
ing finances at the Bedford 
Moose Lodge, was found 
guilty of three misdemeanor 
counts of petty larceny in 
the case.
 Patsy Brown Crowder, 
77, was arrested in January 
and charged with five counts 
of grand larceny, five counts 
of forgery and five counts of 
uttering. The felony charges 
were dropped, as part of the 
agreement, and she was 
found guilty of three misde-
meanor charges. 
 As part of the agreement, 
Crowder must pay restitu-
tion back to the Lodge by 
Feb. 1, 2020. She received a 
12-month suspended sen-
tence on each conviction.
 In a search warrant filed 
by State Police investigators

Eldridge Lee Gibson

BY TOM WILMOTH
Editor

news@bedfordbulletin.com

 It was going to be a difficult case.
 That’s how Commonwealth’s 
Attorney Wes Nance described the 
child abuse and aggravated sexual 
battery case against 30-year-old 
Eldridge Lee Gibson of Bedford.
 “The age of this child shocks the 
conscience,” Nance said of the vic-
tim.
 In Bedford Circuit Court Tuesday, 
Gibson entered Alford pleas to the 

charges, meaning he maintained his 
innocence, but did admit that the 
Commonwealth had enough evidence 
for a conviction.
 According to Nance, the difficulty 
of the case was that the victim in the 
case was a 2 ½ -month-old infant and 
that there weren’t any witnesses to the 
crimes.
 The charges stemmed from an 
incident on Oct. 27 of last year when 
Gibson was left in supervision of the 
child. Nance said the child’s mother 
came home and found injuries to the 

child that she had not seen previously.
 The child was taken to the hospital 
and examined by a forensic nurse 
who Nance said found unusual bruis-
ing around its genitalia and buttocks. 
Nance said Gibson, though he main-
tained his innocence, gave inconsis-
tent statements to law enforcement on 
how the injuries took place.
 Nance said because of the nature 
of the injuries and the fact that the 
child  was  so  young  eliminated  the

Enters Alford pleas; will serve 3 years in prison

See GIBSON 2A
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possibility that the child 
could have produced the 
injuries through self-harm 
or by accident. The injuries 
were also not consistent 
with discipline or cleaning 
the child.
 Gibson wai ved a pre-
sentence report, receiving a 
10-year sentence in which 
he has to serve three years 
of that time in prison. He 

will be on 10 years of good 
behavior following his 
release, with four of those 
years being supervised pro-
bation.
 He will have to register 
as a sex offender, undergo a 
sex offender evaluation and 
have no unsupervised con-
tact with a minor child.
 “It’s an outrageous crime 
but our proof was somewhat 

lacking,” Nance said of the 
case. “In weighing that, 
(that is how we) reached the 
conclusion that we received 
today.”
 He said the case also 
shows the commonwealth’s 
willingness to take difficult 
cases to fruition. “We’re not 
going to back down from 
difficult cases and this is 
one of them,” he said. 

Gibson: 
From Page 1

 some new songs with Heidi.
 But when the couple was 
found shot the next day, it 
was still in the car. Heidi’s 
purse, credit cards, VT ID 
and lanyard, camera and 
cell phone were gone. They 
have never been found.
 The bodies of the two 
students were discovered in 
that parking lot early the 
next morning by a man 
walking his dogs.
 Heidi and David were 
both accomplished athletes, 
played guitar and sang, and 
came from close-knit fami-
lies from Campbell and 
Bedford counties. Neither 
family - nor the investiga-
tors assigned to this case - 
has given up hope that these 
murders will be solved. 
 On Friday, local, state 
and federal law enforcement 
officials provided an inves-
tigative overview and 
update on the active investi-
gation; and both families 
were there to share remarks, 
as well.
 Investigators are hopeful 
that a new website and the 
$100,000 reward will gener-
ate renewed interest and 
additional information relat-
ed to the 2009 murders. 
 Both families joined the 
Montgomery County 
Sheriff’s Office, Blacksburg 
Police Department, 
Christiansburg Police 
Department, Virginia Tech 
Police Department, 
Montgomery County 
Commonwealth’s Attorney, 
Virginia State Police, FBI, 
U.S. Forest Service, U.S. 
Marshals Service and U.S. 
Attorney for the Western 
District of Virginia for 
Friday’s press conference.

Asking for help
 The speakers focused on 
asking for those with infor-
mation on the murders to 
come forward.
  “We have specific indi-
viduals we are interested in 
and pursuing related to this 
case,” said Lt. Colonel Tim 
Lyon, director of the 
Virginia State Police Bureau 
of Criminal Investigation. 
“We have an extensive 
inventory of evidence col-
lected from the scene and 
from vehicles seized during 
the course of the investiga-
tion. We have DNA, and are 
working to take advantage 
of 10 years-worth of techno-
logical and scientific 
advancements in DNA test-
ing and criminal databases. 
We have new leads still 
coming in that we are pursu-
ing. But we still need the 
public’s help to fit all of 
these pieces and parts 
together to bring justice to 
Heidi, David and their fami-
lies.” 
  Those interested in learn-
ing more about Metzler, 
Childs and the investigation 
are encouraged to go to the 
new website established for 
this case at https://vspun-
solved.com/.  This will be a 
site with continually evolv-
ing content. The Website 
features photos, a video 
tribute, and more informa-
tion about this case. There is 
a section dedicated to 
receiving online tips from 
the public and tipsters can 
remain anonymous if they 
choose.  Tips can also be 

received by phone at 540-
375-9589.
 “It’s been 10 years. It’s 
time to come forward and 
let these families find some 
sense of peace. Heidi’s par-
ents and siblings, David’s 
parents and siblings, their 
friends have all been held 
hostage long enough. Now’s 
the chance to share whatev-
er details, suspicions, odd 
behavior, and/or informa-
tion anyone has in connec-
tion with these unsolved 
murders,” continued Lyon.
 Investigators were quick 
to point out that this is not a 
cold case. Though no arrests 
have been made, it doesn’t 
mean progress isn’t taking 
place, noted Lyon. 
 “We have specific indi-
viduals we are interested 
in,” Lyon said. “We have 
new leads coming in that 
we’re pursuing. We still 
need the public’s help. We 
know there are people, who 
know exactly what hap-
pened. We need to hear 
from you.”
 He added that there are 
others who might not know 
what happened but suspect 
they know someone who 
does.
 “Reach out to us and 
share with us what you 
know, what you may have 
noticed, what you may sus-
pect,” Lyon said. “Someone 
out there knows what hap-
pened. It’s time for some-
body to come forward, to 
get it off their chest, to get it 
off their conscience.”
 He said the families of 
the two teens have been 
held hostage long enough. 
“I ask you to reach out to us. 
Let us know, what you 
know.”

The families speak
 Don and Laura Childs 
thanked law enforcement 
for their efforts over the past 
10 years. Heidi’s parents 
noted that they had given 
their daughter the nickname 
“Smiley” because she 
always had a smile on her 
face.
 They said she was never 
demanding on them as par-
ents, noting Heidi “usually 
just smiled and said, ‘I’m 
fine’.”
 They noted Heidi’s 

Christian faith and her 
desire to grow in that rela-
tionship with Christ.
 A bio-chemistry major, 
Heidi had planned to go into 
the medical field. “She 
never got to finish college 
or fulfill her dream,” they 
stated. “Someone knows 
who (did this) and what 
happened; someone can 
bring this to a close,” they 
said in closing.
 David was Susan and 
Keith Metzler’s only son. 
Over the past decade, they 
said they have missed out 
on seeing their son’s dreams 
fulfilled as well.
 “Our family will never 
be whole,” they said. “We 
will ever know what it’s like 
to have a son take a bride. 
We will never see our son 
be a dad.” 
 The Metzlers said the 
story is not over. “There is 
someone out there who has 
something to add to this 
story. God knows who you 
are,” they said.
 They said a cold-hearted, 
merciless murderer is walk-
ing around right now. They 
said those who know what 
happened need to decide if 
they want to side with such 
an individual or stand up for 
what is right. 
 “They have chosen by 
their silence to cast their 
vote with the murderer. But 
it’s not too late. Break the 
silence and make it right. 
Do this before this person 
devastates another family.”

The reward
  Thanks to the support of 
the community, Virginia 
Tech and, most recently, the 
FBI, the reward being 
offered for any information 
that leads to an arrest(s) in 
the murders of Metzler and 
Childs is now up to 
$100,000.
  “The FBI is committed 
to devoting investigative 
resources to this investiga-
tion,” said Special Agent in 
Charge David W. Archey, 
FBI Richmond Field Office. 
“Today we augment those 
efforts by contributing 
$28,000 towards the reward, 
increasing the total to 
$100,000; hoping it will 
generate additional valuable 
information for investiga-
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 reflective of contributions 
and experiences of the 
African American commu-
nity. “As a teacher I hope to 
be a voice for the practical 
implementation of proposed 
changes,” she said.
 She added that represen-
tation matters.” I know as a 
young girl I would always 
get excited when we learned 
about a famous woman in 
history,” DeLong stated. 
“Our African American stu-
dents need to feel that 
excitement too. Moreover, 
regardless of their racial 
background, our young 
learners need to be exposed 
to the rich culture and his-
torical impact of African 
Americans in our American 
history and government.”
 As an example she stat-
ed, “How many of our stu-
dents know that Douglas 
Wilder was not only the first 
black governor of Virginia, 
but the first black governor 
in the entire nation?”
 Governor Northam made 
the announcement about the 
Commission speaking at the 
2019 Commemoration of 
the First African Landing, a 
ceremony to commemorate 
the 400th anniversary of the 
arrival of the first enslaved 
Africans in English-
occupied North America at 
Point Comfort in 1619.
  “The full history of 
Virginia is complex, contra-
dictory, and often untold—
and we must do a better job 
of making sure that every 
Virginia graduate enters 
adult life with an accurate 
and thorough understanding 

of our past, and the pivotal 
role that African-Americans 
have played in building and 
pe r fec t ing  our 
Commonwealth,” said 
Governor Northam. “The 
important work of this 
Commission will help 
ensure that Virginia’s stan-
dards of learning are inclu-
sive of African American 
history and allow students 
to engage deeply, drawing 
connections between histor-
ic racial inequities and their 
continuous influence on our 
communities today.”
  The Executive Order 
tasks the Commission with 
issuing a report no later than 
July 1, 2020, with recom-
mendations for improving 
the student experience, 
including but not limited to:
 • Technical edits to and 
recommendations for 
enriched standards related 
to African American histo-
ry;
 • Broader considerations 
for the full history and 
social studies standards 
review process; and 
 • Necessary professional 
development and instruc-
tional supports for all teach-
ers to ensure culturally com-
petent instruction.
  The Commonwealth first 
established its history and 
social science standards of 
learning in 1995. Since that 
time, the standards have 
been routinely updated 
based on feedback from 
practitioners, historians, and 
stakeholders. The work of 
the Commission will help 
inform the next history and 

social science standards 
review the state will under-
take.
  Additionally, the Virginia 
Department of Education 
will work with Virtual 
Virginia, WHRO Public 
Media, and committees of 
history and social science 
public school educators, 
university historians, and 
college professors to devel-
op a new African American 
history course for high 
school students. Together, 
they will establish objec-
tives and competencies to 
provide a foundation of 
knowledge and understand-
ing of African American 
history. 
  This new elective will be 
available to all students in 
the Commonwealth virtual-
ly beginning in the fall of 
2020. Its component digital 
parts will be accessible 
resources for students in 
numerous other history 
courses.
 DeLong has received 
numerous awards during 
her teaching career includ-
ing:
 • 2018-2019 VEA 
(Virginia Education 
Association) Award for 
Teaching Excellence
 • 2017 Virginia Region 5 
Teacher of the Year
 • 2017 Bedford County 
Teacher of the Year 
 The history and govern-
ment teacher at Liberty 
High School has also taught 
in Casablanca, Morocco and 
Ankara, Turkey.

DeLong: 
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 in June 2018, information 
on bank accounts of Patsy 
and Wesley Crowder and 
the Bedford Moose Lodge 
was sought between 
February 2017 and February 
2018. Signature cards for 
accounts belonging to the 
Moose Lodge and Wesley 
Crowder were obtained, 
along with copies of certain 
checks, bank records for the 
Moose Lodge and bank 
records for the accounts of 

Wesley Crowder.
 An affidavit that accom-
panied the search warrant 
stated that Patsy Crowder 
had been employed by the 
Moose Lodge for 15 years 
as a clerk. Her duties includ-
ed preparing checks in 
QuickBooks, reporting the 
Lodge account balances and 
depositing money into the 
Moose Lodge accounts at 
SunTrust Bank. The affida-
vit stated that Crowder had 

been relieved of her duties 
last year.
 The affidavit went on to 
state that an internal investi-
gation by the Lodge 
revealed that money had 
been moved between 
accounts and checks written 
to cash. The document also 
stated that the internal audit 
showed that the Lodge’s 
account allegedly had less 
funds that what Crowder 
had reported to the Lodge.

Guilty: 
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 Sixty-four year-old 
Stephen James Kilpatrick 
went into court last 
Tuesday hoping to have 
the jury’s recommended 
35-year sentence reduced 
to 10 years by Circuit 
Court Judge James 
Updike.
 However, after hear-
ing from several charac-
ter witnesses as well as 
Kilpatrick’s wife, Judge 
Updike upheld the jury’s 
recommendation and sent 
the former Liberty 
University physics pro-
fessor to prison for the 
full 35 years.
 The Bedford County 
jury found Kilpatrick 
guilty of five counts of 
child sex solicitation 
back in June following a 
two-day trial. Kilpatrick 
maintained throughout 
the trial that he was sim-
ply carrying on a fantasy 
conversation with some-
one he knew wasn’t an 
underage girl. But the 
undercover officer on the 
other end of that conver-
sation told Kilpatrick that 
the girl was 13 years old 
at the time their conver-
sations began, which 
spanned several months.
 Kilpatrick told the 
jury that he was simply 
trying to break the “per-
sona” of the person he 
was texting, believing 
that it was probably a 
lonely woman in her 30s.
 At Tuesday’s sentenc-
ing hearing,        Defense

 There will be plenty 
of Christmas activities 
to enjoy in downtown 
Bedford this Saturday.
  The Christmas in 
Centertown and 
Lighting of the Tree 
will be held on 
December 7 at 3 p.m. 
following the Bedford 
Christmas Parade, 
which is scheduled to 
start at 11 a.m.
 The event will 
include a visit from 
Santa, live music, dance 
performers, a Letter to 
Santa Station, carriage 
rides, trackless train 
rides, an ice carving 
show, hot chocolate and

Stephen James 
Kilpatrick

Judge 
sentences 
former LU 
professor 

to 35 
years in 
prison

Christmas 
in Bedford 

on Saturday
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Staying safe

BY JOHN BARNHART
Staff Writer

johnbarnhart@bedfordbulletin.com

 Leo George III, the county’s fire mar-
shal and Richard Miles, the county’s 
department of fire and rescue wildland 
division chief, teamed up to present a holi-
day fire safety message last week.

 George said that one in four winter 
house fires in the U. S. are caused by a heat 
source close to a Christmas tree.
 He said that it’s important to keep 
Christmas decorations with open flames 
away from Christmas trees.   People   also

Photos by Brigitte Luckett (above) and John Barnhart (below)

People filled the meeting chamber, wall to wall, above, and lined the entire third floor hallway below.

Tips for handling Christmas 
trees this holiday season

County residents turn out 
to support 2nd Amendment, 
Sanctuary County proposal

BY JOHN BARNHART
Staff Writer

johnbarnhart@bedfordbulletin.com

 Local Second Amendment rights 
supporters jumped the gun when 
they showed up en mass to urge the 
Bedford County Board of 
Supervisors to declare the county a 
Second Amendment Sanctuary. 
 An overflow crowd filled the 
supervisors’ meeting chamber Nov. 
25, taking every seat and lining the 
walls. The lobby right outside the 
meeting chamber was packed and 
people filled the entire length of the 
hallway on the third floor, lining 
both sides of the hall. They also 
filled the stairway leading to the 
third floor.
 “I can’t say I’ve seen so many 
people here,” commented Board 
Chairman Tommy Scott.
 It turned out that they showed up 
on the wrong night. The supervi-
sors actually have a vote on making 
the county a Second Amendment 
Sanctuary at their Dec. 9 meeting. 
The meeting will be held at Liberty 
Middle School to accommodate 
what the supervisors anticipate will 
be a large crowd.

 It should be noted that Virginia 
State law prohibits carrying a fire-
arm into a school.
 Scott let the people know that 
the supervisors agree with them.
 “The board of supervisors stands 
with you on Second Amendment 
rights,” he told them. 
 “We hear you loud and clear, but 
Richmond needs to hear from you,” 
he went on to say.

 District 4 Supervisor John Sharp 
urged people to show up at the 
General Assembly on Lobby Day, 
Jan. 20, “in numbers like they’ve 
never seen before.”
 District 1 Supervisor Bill 
Thomasson urged them to contact 
the National Rifle Association 
(NRA). He said the NRA will  send

See COUNTY 2ASee TRIAL 2A

See SAFETY 2A

Photo by John Barnhart
Richard Miles stands with a white fir tree. He said this is 
one of the better trees to resist drying out when cut.

Capital 
murder 

trial 
begins
Expected 

to take 
2 weeks

BY TOM WILMOTH
Editor

news@bedfordbulletin.com
 
 Selection of a jury in the 
capital murder trial of 
alleged MS-13 gang mem-
ber Kevin Josue Soto 
Bonilla began Monday 
morning and continued well 
into Tuesday.
 The trial is expected to 
take up to two weeks, in 
which Soto Bonilla, 22, is 
accused of participating in 
the murder of 17-year-old 
Raymond Wood on  March 
27, 2017.  This is the second 
trial related to the case — 
Victor Arnoldo Rodas was 
convicted of first degree 
murder, abduction and gang 
participation in the case, 
receiving a 55-year sen-
tence.
 Soto Bonilla is charged 
with capital murder.
 Raymond Wood’s body 
was found on Roaring Run 
Road in Bedford County, 
his right hand cut off, with 
deep cuts to his neck and 
numerous   stab  wounds  in

Jens Soering

BY TOM WILMOTH
Editor

news@bedfordbulletin.com

 Thirty-four years after committing what 
might have been the most horrific murders 
Bedford County  has suffered, the two 
defendants found guilty of those murders 
have been paroled.
 Last week, the Virginia Parole Board 
released Jens Soering and Elizabeth 
Haysom from prison to be deported to their 
respective countries. Soering has been 
released to ICE deportation detainers to 

return to Germany and Haysom to Canada.
 But their release did not include an 
exoneration for Soering of the crimes, 
something he has been seeking since being 
convicted in 1990.
 According to a statement from Adrianne 
L. Bennett, chair of the Virginia Parole 
Board, the Parole Board made an unfavor-
able recommendation to Virginia Governor 
Ralph Northam for Soering’s request for 
an absolute pardon.

But after lengthy investigation, Soering’s 
claims of innocence found to be ‘without merit’

See PAROLED 4A

Jumping the gunJumping the gun
Elizabeth Haysom
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 “The years-long exhaus-
tive investigation for a genu-
ine search for the truth 
revealed that Jens Soering’s 
claims of innocence are with-
out merit,” her statement 
noted.
 That’s the most important 
result of the Parole Board’s 
actions, according to Major 
Ricky Gardner of the Bedford 
County Sheriff’s Office 
(BCSO). 
 “It validates the jury’s 
decision back in ’90 and what 
I’ve said since ’86,” stated 
Gardner, the chief investigator 
in the case. “They were the 
only two people who had any-
thing to gain from murdering 
her parents.”
 The case received interna-
tional attention because 
Soering was the son of a 
German diplomat and over the 
years has continued to attract 
attention as Soering has tried 
to convince the Parole Board, 
celebrities and Virginia gover-
nors that he was innocent.
 “I’m disappointed that the 
Parole Board decided to 
parole him now,” Gardner 
said. “However, I recognize 
the fact that they have the 
absolute right to do that.”
 Derek and Nancy Haysom 
were murdered at their 
Bedford County home on 
March 30, 1985. Derek 
Haysom had been stabbed 36 
times; Nancy Haysom was 
stabbed seven times. Both had 
their throats cut from ear to 
ear.

The Parole 
Board’s Explanation
 In making its case for 
parole, Bennett said that 
“releasing Jens Soering and 
Elizabeth Haysom to their 
ICE deportation detainers is 
appropriate based on their 
youth at the time of the offens-
es, institutional adjustment 
and their length of incarcera-
tion.”
 The statement noted that 
both Soering and Haysom are 
now in their mid-50s “and 
have served over 33 years for 
the horrific crimes that they 
committed.”
  “Their release and perma-
nent expulsion from the 
United States is a tremendous 
cost benefit to the taxpayers of 
the Commonwealth of 
Virginia and we have deter-
mined that their release does 
not pose a risk to public safe-
ty,” Bennett added.
 The Parole Board said 
Sheriff Mike Brown, Major 
Gardner and Bedford County 
Commonwealth’s Attorney 
Wes Nance “have at all times 
demonstrated professionalism 
and we are grateful for their 
transparency during this 
lengthy investigation.”
 Bennett said the Parole 
Board’s Special Investigations 
Unit conducted “a very 
lengthy and in-depth investi-
gation, which included input 
from the Haysom family.”
  “Victim input is taken 
very seriously and is an impor-
tant part of our consideration,” 
Bennett added. “We also have 
a Victim Services Unit which 
keeps the victim’s family 
informed and assists with their 

needs.”
 In a separate statement to 
the Bulletin, Bennett said that 
many offenders who are 
granted release have served 
decades in prison after com-
mitting violent offenses; most 
while in their youth and who 
are now considered geriatric, 
(age 50 or older as defined by 
the Department of 
Corrections.)
 The Parole Board’s “NOT 
grant rate” is about 90 percent 
annually, meaning about 90 
percent of the offenders who 
come before the Parole Board 
are denied parole, Bennett 
stated.
 “This month we have also 
released to Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement (ICE) 
for deportation another 
offender who is a Belgium 
citizen and whose crime, 
length of incarceration and 
age at the time of the offense 
is similar to Jens Soering’s 
and Elizabeth Haysom’s,” she 
added.
 Bennett stated that when 
making parole decisions, the 
Parole Board reviews the sen-
tencing guidelines that courts 
are required to consider under 
the Truth and Sentencing Law 
of today.  “Taking into account 
good time credits they would 
receive for their exemplary 
conduct, both Jens and 
Elizabeth have already served 
well in excess of an average 
sentence under today’s law for 
the crimes that they commit-
ted; and in fact, have served a 
sentence just shy of the high-
est range of the sentencing 
guidelines. The sentencing 
guidelines recommend an 
average sentence of 33 years 
and 3 months. They have 
served just shy of 34 years,” 
she added.
 “We regret that the deci-
sion to release and perma-
nently deport Jens Soering 
and Elizabeth Haysom has 
been difficult for many in the 
Bedford Community,” 
Bennett stated. “I want to 
assure you that we are in direct 
contact with the Haysom fam-
ily and remain in place to sup-
port them.  ... Our hope is that 
the community of Bedford 
can start healing and put this 
horrible crime behind them.”

Local, State 
Officials’ Reactions 
 “The recent decision by 
the parole board leaves me 
with two very distinct, and 
equally strong, responses,” 
stated Bedford County 
Commonwealth’s Attorney 
Wes Nance. “I am thankful 
that the Parole Board deter-
mined that Soering’s claims of 
innocence lacked merit.  After 
an extensive review of all the 
evidence, and not what was 
being portrayed in press con-
ferences held outside of 
Bedford County, the Parole 
Board and Governor knew a 
Bedford County jury got it 
right when convicting Soering.  
They found that the investiga-
tion and prosecution of him 
were done by agencies, and 
individuals, of high character 
and ethics.  So I do thank the 
Parole Board for both their 
intense and thorough investi-
gation and for their confirma-

tion of Soering’s guilt.”
 But he wasn’t in favor of 
Haysom and Soering getting 
paroled. 
 “The decision to parole is 
both troublesome and 
extremely disappointing,” 
Nance stated. “A Bedford 
County jury has already spo-
ken on this case, and I believe 
that decision should not have 
been disturbed.  Additionally, 
although I respect the hard 
work that they do, I am further 
discouraged that Soering, who 
takes no responsibility for his 
horrific crimes, would be 
released at the same time as 
Ms. Haysom, who both took 
responsibility for her actions 
and also assisted the 
Commonwealth in bringing 
Soering to justice.”
 State Senator Steve 
Newman called decision to 
parole the two “a sad day” for 
many in the Bedford area and 
“one that reminds us that elec-
tions have consequences.” 
 Soering initially confessed 
to the murders—but later 
recanted—and Haysom 
pleaded guilty as an accessory 
to the brutal murder of her 
parents in 1985. Soering was 
given two life sentences and 
Haysom a 90-year term.
 “After the Soering family 
from Germany waged a politi-
cal campaign with Democrat 
politicians for the past 16 
years, they were able to secure 
the release of both felons from 
Virginia’s Correctional 
System. The members of the 
Bedford County legislative 
delegation, along with Sheriff 
Mike Brown, have consistent-
ly advocated for both Haysom 
and Soering to remain in cus-
tody to serve the full length of 
their imposed sentences.”
 Senator Newman said the 
decision “by the Democrat-
appointed members of the 
Virginia Parole Board under-
mines our sense of justice and 
is a slap in the face to the 
remaining family members of 
the victims.”
 Sixth District Congressman 
Ben Cline also commented, 
stating: “I am shocked and 
appalled by the Virginia State 
Parole Board’s decision to 
grant parole to Jens Soering 
and Elizabeth Haysom, who 
are imprisoned for their roles 
in the gruesome 1985 double 
murder of Derek and Nancy 
Haysom in Bedford County. 
The impact of the Haysoms’ 
murder is still felt by the 
Bedford community today. 
This decision, based not on 
any remorse by the murderers 
for their crimes, but instead on 
some supposed cost-benefit to 
Virginia, is an insult to the 
families of the victims and to 
the principles of justice and 
the rule of law.” 

What Part 
Did Politics Play?
 A decade ago when then 
Governor Tim Kaine, a 
Democrat, was leaving office, 
he quietly attempted to get the 
US Justice Department to 
release Soering to Germany. 
When that attempt became 
known, Sen. Newman and 
others worked to thwart that 
request and when Republican 
Governor Robert McDonnell 

took office he squashed the 
attempt.
 “I know that the political 
efforts of the well-connected 
Jens Soering has been unend-
ing for decades,” Sen. 
Newman stated. “I should 
have probably seen this com-
ing.”
 The members of the Parole 
Board are appointed by the 
governor and Newman stated 
that produced an opportunity 
for Soering to capitalize. 
Soering, Newman said, has 
had ties with the Clinton and 
Obama administrations.
 “The question of guilt or 
innocence was settled 34 years 
ago,” Sen. Newman stated. “I 
think that (their release) is 
unfortunate and has really 
been an attempt to rewrite 
what the jury saw in Bedford 
County.”
 Elections have conse-
quences, Newman stated.
 “If you are well connected 
and wealthy enough (you can) 
put forward an alternate media 
narrative. If you get enough of 
your like-minded friends 
together you can be released 
from prison because of your 
media connections,” he said. 
 He added that Haysom 
won the “political lottery” by 
being attached to the efforts to 
get Soering released.
 “They had no choice,” he 
said. “If they had just done 
Jens Soering and left her there 
the political nature of this 
would have been untenable.”
 Newman said his staff will 
be looking into just how nor-
mal this type of release is. “It 
does raise questions,” he said 
of the potential political nature 
of Soering’s release.
 “There is a different justice 
system for someone in the 
inner city of Lynchburg than 
someone who is well con-
nected from Germany to the 
Democratic party,” he said. 

The Case
 Gardner was pleased 
Soering wasn’t pardoned and 
was appreciative of the thor-
ough investigation by the 
Parole Board’s team looking 
into the case.
 “I spent a great deal of time 
with them, going back over 
everything in the case,” he 
said. Gardner said the investi-
gators went over all of the 
leads in the case.
 He said the case was like a 
500-piece jigsaw puzzle, stat-
ing you can’t take just a few of 
the pieces and try to make a 
case of innocence from those. 
 “You can’t cherry pick 
them and then say he’s inno-
cent,” Gardner said of the 
facts of the case. “You have to 
have all of the pieces to the 
puzzle.”
 After the murders, Haysom 
and Soering fled to Europe 
and were eventually captured 
there. Because England didn’t 
recognize the death penalty, 
the commonwealth had to 
agree not to seek the death 
penalty in the case. 
 In a letter to Gov. 
McDonnell in 2011, Gardner 
laid out his case against 

Soering and Haysom.
 “This was by far the worst 
crime scene I have ever wit-
nessed,” Gardner stated in his 
letter.
 Gardner said that Soering, 
when caught in England, con-
fessed on three separate occa-
sions to murdering the 
Haysoms that Saturday night 
in March of 1985. 
 Haysom, a first-year stu-
dent at the University of 
Virginia told Gardner that the 
weekend her parents were 
murdered, she and Soering, 
her boyfriend at the time, rent-
ed a car in Charlottesville and 
drove to Washington D.C. for 
the weekend. The car had 
been driven 669 miles that 
weekend, which immediately 
raised suspicions. The round 
trip from Charlottesville, 
Virginia to Washington D.C. 
is approximately 240 miles.
 On Sunday, October 6, 
1985, Soering, a University of 
Virginia Jefferson Scholar, 
drove to Bedford and was 
interviewed. Gardner said 
Soering was uncooperative. 
Soon after is when the couple 
left the country.
 “Jens confessed three dif-
ferent times that he murdered 
the Haysoms and Elizabeth 
stayed in Washington to create 
an alibi,” Gardner said in his 
letter. Those confessions came 
after being caught in England 
for check fraud.
 Gardner stated evidence 
showed Haysom and Soering 
began planning the murders 
several months before they 
were committed.
 After committing the mur-
ders and going back to 
Washington D.C., Gardner 
said Soering told Haysom that 
her father had “refused to die 
and he fought like a big bear.” 
 “At the end of the day, Jens 
and Elizabeth had confessed 
and their confessions were 
identical,” Gardner said in his 
letter.
 “(Since recanting) Jens 
Soering has never shown any 
remorse, nor has he ever taken 
any responsibility for killing 
Mr. and Mrs. Haysom. He 
viciously attacked the victims 
in their home and nearly cut 
off their heads. He was going 
to kill me if Elizabeth had not 
stopped him. I think these 
facts alone should disqualify 
him from any special treat-
ment,” Gardner wrote to 
McDonnell.

Soering’s Letter: 
Accepting responsibility?
 A prolific writer since 
being incarcerated, Soering 
also wrote numerous letters, 
including one to the Parole 
Board in 2006. In the letter 
Soering said he “accepted my 
responsibility for the deaths of 
Derek and Nancy Haysom 
and the suffering I inflicted on 
their children, my own family 
and -- as odd as this may 
sound -- even Elizabeth 
Haysom.”
 But Soering’s letter was 
not a confession, but rather 
stating that his responsibility 
rested in the fact that he had 

not stopped Haysom from 
committing the murders.
 “Certainly it is true that 
you believe I was at the crime 
scene and committed the mur-
ders myself, whereas I know 
this is not so. But you and I do 
agree that I am responsible for 
those deaths, and for all the 
suffering of innocent others 
that followed,” he wrote. 
“Even though I was not physi-
cally present at the crime 
scene (and, indeed, was not 
part of any planning -- if there 
was any? Because I could 
have and should have pre-
vented the murders of Derek 
and Nancy Haysom.”
 Soering stated in his letter 
that several months before the 
murders he and Elizabeth 
spent a weekend at her par-
ents’ house while they were 
out of town. “We spent most 
of our time doing what teen-
agers usually do when there is 
a bed and no adult supervi-
sion,” he wrote. But then he 
stated Haysom showed him 
nude photographs her mother 
had taken of her and told him 
how she was sexually abused.
 “It was easier to let the 
whole matter drop and go 
back upstairs and have sex -- 
which is why we had come to 
stay there at her parents’ house 
that weekend anyway,” he 
stated. “In later years -- after I 
began practicing Centering 
Prayer, in 2000 I gradually 
came to understand that this 
incident was the greatest fail-
ure of my life, and the direct 
antecedent of the murders, and 
ultimately the reason why I 
am in prison today. Elizabeth 
did not kill her parents because 
they -- or at least her mother 
– sexually abused her. In my 
opinion, the immediate cause 
of the murders was that she 
had stolen her mother’s jew-
elry on the weekend before 
the murders; and in the con-
frontation about this theft the 
following weekend, she killed 
them. ... In Elizabeth’s case, 
such an incident led to murder 
because of the long-standing 
rage inside her over the sexual 
abuse. This, anyhow, is what I 
believe. And I also believe that 
I could have prevented all of 
this.”
 A lengthy letter, Soering 
concluded by stating, “those 
murders occurred only 
because I was a selfish, unlov-
ing, stupid young man in 
1985. I really do not feel these 
last 20 years of incarceration 
have been undeserved, and I 
certainly no longer feel like a 
victim. I deserved punishment 
-- and, believe me, I have been 
punished.”
 He went on to say he want-
ed to work in the prisons in 
Germany to help others.
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Attorney Matthew Pack 
asked Judge Updike to run 
the sentences on the charges 
concurrently, though in 
more than 95 percent of 
similar cases the sentences 
on each charge are run con-
secutively.
 Former co-workers and 
one of his church’s pastors 
testified during Tuesday’s 
hearing that Kilpatrick was 
involved in his church and 
that they had never ques-
tioned the sincerity of his 
character or integrity. 
Bedrock Community 
Church of Bedford 
Executive Pastor Chris 
Dowd described Kilpatrick’s 
commitment to his faith and 
the church as “dedicated.”
 However, Deputy 
Commonwealth’s Attorney 
Stacey Stickney noted that 
Kilpatrick had attempted to 
locate the Forest apartment 
where “Jenny” lived before 
he was arrested.
 A friend of the Kilpatricks 
said that no one would have 
expected this type of behav-

ior out of Kilpatrick and that 
the charges had broken the 
heart of his wife.
 “It has been a very, very 
difficult 17 months,” Sandra 
Kilpatrick, his wife, testi-
fied Tuesday. She also out-
lined numerous health 
issues her husband has faced 
in recent years.
 Stickney pointed out that 
Kilpatrick was 63 years old 
at the time he was talking 
with a girl he thought to be 
13 years old and that he 
turned the conversation to a 
sexual nature.
 “He suggested meeting 
on several occasions,” 
Stickney said. “He looked 
up bras she said she liked.”
 She added that when he 
thought he was going to 
meet her he had gone to a 
store and bought cookies on 
the way. 
 At trial, Pack had argued 
that his client had been 
entrapped. 
 The charges stemmed 
from conversations 
Kilpatrick had with an 

undercover officer after 
responding to a Craigslist ad 
under casual encounters in 
November 2017. Those 
conversations would last for 
seven months prior to his 
arrest.
 Kilpatrick testified he 
would go to those ads at 
times to help relieve   the 
stress of work and home, 
rather than turning to alco-
hol or some other vice. He 
testified he tried throughout 
the conversations with 
“Jenny” to ask leading ques-
tions which would reveal 
the actual identity of the 
person he was talking to. He 
said he never believed he 
was breaking the law.
    Kilpatrick was actually 
talking with a law enforce-
ment officer with the 
Southern Virginia Internet 
Crimes Against Children 
Task Force, posing as a 
13-year-old girl. 
 Kilpatrick is expected to  
appeal the convictions.
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BY JOHN BARNHART
Staff Writer

johnbarnhart@bedfordbulletin.com

 Bedford Town 
Council held a reception 
before its meeting, last 
week, to say goodbye to 
Bob Wandrei. Wandrei 
resigned last month cit-
ing failing hearing.
 He earned a bachelor 
of science degree from 
the University of 
Massachusetts in 1961 
and his law degree from 
the College of William 
and Mary in 1968. He 
also served in the United 
States Navy.
 Wandrei was first 
elected to Bedford City 
Council in 1996 and won 
every election since. He 
was chosen mayor by his 
fellow councilmen in 
2012.
 “Personally Bob has 
been a mentor to myself,” 
said Mayor Steve Rush.  
“I have known Bob since 
1996 when I went to 
work at the Sheriff’s 
Office and my relation-
ship continued when I 
began my real estate 
career. He encouraged 
me to run for Council in 
2008. He has provided 
leadership to many here 
today. Bob has served on 
every town committee 
and the planning com-
mission.”
 Rush presented 
Wandrei with a Bedford 
Time watch. He noted 
that the town bought 
local when they picked 
out a gift for him.
 In action, Council 
voted a net bonus of $400 
for each full time 
employee and a net $200 
bonus for all part time 
employees. Town man-
ager Bart Warner was 
exempted from the bonus 
at his request. This was a 
6-0 vote.
 In another 6-0 vote, 
Council voted to support 
the board of supervisors’ 
Second Amendment 
sanctuary resolution. 
Mayor Rush noted that 
Council did not need to 
make its own separate 
resolution because it is 
part of the county.
 Town Council also 
voted 6-0 to reject a pro-
posal to establish a new 
short-term rental zoning.
 “I think this ordinance 
is so complicated I don’t 
know how anyone could 
understand it,” Mayor 
Rush commented. “And I 
don’t see how we could 
even enforce it.” 
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SOTO-BONILLA GUILTY OF CAPITAL MURDER

State superintendent 
visits Bedford Elem.

BY JOHN BARNHART
Staff Writer

johnbarnhart@bedfordbulletin.com

 State Superintendent of Schools Dr. 
James Lane toured Bedford Elementary 
School last week. 
 The stop was part of an effort Dr. Lane 
is making to visit every school division in 
Virginia. Dr. Lane said he wants to make 
sure state school policies are founded on 

reality. In order to do this he needs to see 
what is happening in schools.
 “This is a really impressive school,” Dr. 
Lane said at the end of his tour. “I really 
like the literary focus.”
 Dr. Lane visited several classes at the 
school, including reading and math classes. 
Bedford Elementary is fully accredited and 
he said what he saw at the school shows up

(Above) Bedford Police Officer Urshulla Meade helps Tiffany Yates, 8, with her shopping on Saturday. (Below) 
Virginia State Trooper Lisa Brooks shows Eliana Reilly, 4, some of the toy options she could choose.

Part of tour of all of Virginia’s districts 

Local law enforcement help 
area youth enjoy Christmas

BY TOM WILMOTH
Editor

news@bedfordbulletin.com

 Shop with a Cop continues to 
grow.
 The program designed to match 
area law enforcement officers with 
area youth doubled this year, thanks 
to donations from throughout the 
community.
 The event, in which law enforce-
ment officers shop with the youth for 
Christmas presents, was held 
Saturday at the Bedford Walmart. 
Walmart was one of the organizations 

See SHOP 3A
See AIRPORT 2A

See VISIT 2A

Photo by John Barnhart
Virginia Superintendent of Schools James Lane looks at a 
child’s work in one of the classrooms he visited

PC gives 
airport 
district 
thumbs 
down

Issue will 
go to 

supervisors
BY JOHN BARNHART

Staff writer
johnbarnhart@bedfordbulletin.com

 In a lengthy meeting that 
lasted until nearly 10 p.m., 
the Bedford County 
Planning Commission voted 
to not recommend an airport 
district or a comprehensive 
plan amendment that would 
have permitted such dis-
tricts. 
 The members also voted 
not to recommend rezoning 
the New London airport 
from agricultural preserve to 
airport district.
 The meeting and public 
hearings were held at 
Jefferson Forest High 
School’s auditorium to 
accommodate a crowd that 
was expected to exceed the 
capacity of the planning 
commission’s normal meet-
ing chamber on the third 
floor of the County 
Administration building. A 
large crowd did turn out, 
although it was substantially 
smaller than the crowd that 
showed up for a public hear-
ing on the airport   zone   in

Photo courtesy of Tim Saunders/WDBJ7
Raymond Wood and his mom, Marjorie Stagno, in one of 
their last photos together.

BY TOM WILMOTH
Editor

news@bedfordbulletin.com

 Raymond Wood was full of life; he was 
good at making other people feel happy.
 He liked to play video games, had a lot 
of shoes and hoped to become a Marine.
 But on March 27, 2017, Raymond 
Wood was brutally murdered on a rural 
road in Bedford County. That changed 
everything for Wood’s mother, Marjorie 
Stagno.
 “No mother should have to see pictures 

of her child brutally murdered like that,” 
Stagno told a Bedford County jury last 
Thursday. “That night changed my life.”
 A week prior to that statement, Stagno 
had taken the stand as the capital murder 
trial of 22-year-old Kevin Josue Soto 
Bonilla began. She described her son to the 
jury and the last words they spoke to each 
other: “I love you Mom,” he said to her. 
 “I love you, too,” she responded.
 “Those were the last words I heard from

‘No mother should have to see pictures 
of her child brutally murdered like that’

See GUILTY 3A

Shop with a CopShop with a Cop

Bob Wandrei shows off 
the watch he received in 
honor of his service on 
Bedford Town Council.
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 him,” she told the jury.
 Raymond would often call 
his mom and when he didn’t 
that March day in 2017 she 
knew something was wrong. 
“I called my son’s cell phone; 
it went straight to voice mail,” 
she said. That had never hap-
pened before.
 Stagno hurried home from 
work and began to look 
around. She went out search-
ing for him in her car; she 
called area hospitals.
 In the early morning hours 
of March 27, she feared the 
worst.
 Taking a flashlight, Stagno 
began to search around the 
house. She spotted some items 
– his cell phone was close to 
the road. “I ran in the house 
and I screamed at the top of 
my lungs because I knew 
something wasn’t right,” she 
said. 
 She then found his glass-
es—Raymond couldn’t see 
anything without them on. 
She found a dark ski mask. 
She piled the items up; she 
contacted the police.
 Stagno said she knew her 
son was dead. “I just knew,” 
she said.
 Last Wednesday, the jury 
found Soto Bonilla guilty of 
capital murder in connection 
with Raymond Wood’s death. 
On Thursday, midway through 
the sentencing phase of his 
trial, Soto Bonilla changed his 
plea to the capital murder 
charge and two other charges 
to guilty.
 In accordance with a plea 
agreement in the case, Soto 
Bonilla received a life sen-
tence without parole on the 
capital murder conviction. He 
also received a life sentence 
for his conviction of abduc-
tion for pecuniary benefit and 
10 years for gang participa-
tion. Those sentences run con-
secutively and Soto Bonilla 
will live the rest of his life in 
prison, according to 
Commonwealth’s Attorney 
Wes Nance.
 On March 17, 2017, 
Raymond Wood was driven 
from his home in Lynchburg 
to Roaring Run Road in 
Bedford County and brutally 
murdered by alleged members 
of the MS-13 gang, including 
Soto Bonilla. Soto Bonilla is 
the second defendant in the 
case to be convicted for his 
participation in the murder by 
a Bedford County jury.
 Victor Rodas, who set up 
the meeting with Wood and 
drove the car to pick him up, 
was earlier convicted of first 
degree murder and sentenced 
to 55 years in prison. 
 Wood was beaten uncon-
scious while in the car and 
then thrown out of the car and 
stabbed multiple times with a 
17-inch knife on Roaring Run 

Road. One of his hands was 
cut off and his throat was slit. 
Testimony during the trial 
noted that while being beaten 
in the car, Wood cried out for 
his mom.
 Stagno’s testimony during 
the sentencing phase as the 
Commonwealth’s only wit-
ness, appeared to move Soto 
Bonilla. She gave a tearful and 
heartfelt statement to the jury 
of how the murder of her son 
had affected her and her fam-
ily. “My son was shown no 
mercy,” she told the jury.
 During that testimony, 
Stagno told the jury how after 
her son’s murder she hasn’t 
been able to do much. She lost 
a good-paying job and her 
home. “I stay as strong as I 
possibly can,” she said, hold-
ing tears back the best she 
could. “Mother’s Day is very 
hard.”
 Raymond would make his 
mom homemade cards every 
year. The last one she received 
was in 2016.
 She doesn’t celebrate her 
birthday. “There’s nothing 
more to celebrate,” she 
explained.
 The hearing broke for 
lunch and during that time 

Soto Bonilla decided to take 
responsibility for killing 
Wood. He apologized to 
Wood’s mother when he 
changed his pleas to guilty.
 By doing so, Soto Bonilla 
waived his right to appeal. 
There likely would have been 
years of appeals because it 
was a capital murder case. He 
also took the death penalty off 
the table as part of the agree-
ment.
 Nance said the 
Commonwealth accepted the 
pleas after talking with Wood’s 
mother and the rest of the fam-
ily.
 Upon entering his pleas, 
Soto Bonilla apologized to the 
family of Raymond Wood. “I 
regret it from my heart and I 
pray God may give you the 
strength to move forward,” 
Soto Bonilla said.
 
The attorneys
 Nance said that by accept-
ing the terms of the plea agree-
ment, Raymond Wood’s fam-
ily gave the greatest gift of 
grace he has ever seen.
 He said this will allow the 
family to go through the griev-
ing process without years of 
appeals on the capital murder 

conviction. He said justice 
prevailed in this case.
 He praised the jury for its 
work, noting the difficult pic-
tures and testimony  they had 
to see and hear. He also 
praised the team in the 
Commonwealth’s Attorney 
Office for their work. “It’s a 
great privilege to have them 
by my side,” he said.
 Defense Attorney Anthony 
Anderson said his team was 
exhausted—it’s been a two-
year journey for them since 
being appointed to represent 

Soto Bonilla. “You get emo-
tionally attached to what you 
are doing,” he said. Moneta 
Attorney Aaron Houchens 
served alongside Anderson 
and Houchens got to know 
Soto Bonilla best.
 Anderson said he felt his 
client’s statement to the family 
was heartfelt and was made in 
response to Marjorie Stagno’s 
testimony on the stand. “He 
made the statement to Mr. 
Wood’s mother directly,” 
Anderson said of Soto Bonilla 
taking responsibility for his 

actions. “I hope that will have 
some closure for her.”
 His lawyers also noted that 
in representing Soto Bonilla, 
they got to know some of his 
backstory concerning his 
upbringing in El Salvador and 
his family’s problems. One of 
the reasons he came to this 
country was to help support 
his family, Houchens  noted.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
HOLIDAY REFUSE COLLECTION

Due to the Christmas Holiday, there will be no 
refuse collection on the following dates:

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 24, 2019
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 25, 2019

Refuse, scheduled for collected on Tuesday,
December 24, 2019 will be picked up on
Monday, December 23, 2019.
Refuse, scheduled for collected on Wednesday, 
December 25, 2019 will be picked up on
Thursday, December 26, 2019.

The Town Land  ll will be closed on:
Tuesday, December 24, 2019
Wednesday, December 25, 2019

Law enforcement with the Bedford Police Department, the Bedford County Sheriff’s Office, the Conservation Police and the Virginia State Police, joined with representatives of the 
Department of Social Services and Bedford County Probation and Parole to help area children pick out presents for Christmas.

donating to the cause with 
$750 being donated by a 
Walmart Foundation grant.
 Bedford Walmart 
Manager Chris Forbes said it 
was good to be able to have 
more youth involved this 
year. “It’s a great way for the 
store and law enforcement to 
support a great cause,” Forbes 
said.
 Malachi and Isaiah Reilly 
went off through the store 
with Officer Chevy 
Thompson of the Bedford 
PD. They went to the clothing 
area first while other teams 
made their way to the toy sec-

tion. Meanwhile, as their 
shopping began to be com-
pleted, Walmart employees 
Alicia Davis and Joanne 
English were on hand to help 
them check out.
 Extra donations this year 
allowed the event to help 40 
children; last year it served 
20. They came in two shifts 
– the first showed up at 8 a.m. 
and the second an hour later. 
Bedford Police Chief Todd 
Foreman said an anonymous 
donor gave $2,000 which 
allowed the program to dou-
ble in size.
 Representatives from the 

Department of Social 
Services, County Probation 
and Parole, the Virginia State 
Police, the Bedford County 
Sheriff’s Office, the 
Conservation Police and the 
Bedford Police Department 
were on hand to shop with the 
youth.
 Each child was allowed to 
spend $50 on clothes and $50 
on toys. Their parents were 
also given some money to 
shop for a surprise gift for 
Christmas morning.
 “We want them to have a 
Christmas like everyone 
else,” Foreman said.

Shop: 
From Page 1

Bedford 
Police Chief 
Todd 
Foreman 
helped Eve 
Young, 3, 
do her 
shopping 
for 
Christmas.
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Kevin Josue Soto Bonilla 
during the two-week trial in 
Bedford. 

Bedford Commonwealth’s 
Attorney Wes Nance tells 
the jury what happened to 
Raymond Wood. 
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