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 The Department of 
Motor Vehicles (DMV) 
Bedford Customer Service 
Center (CSC) will close at 
5 p.m. this Thursday, 
August 22, and reopen 
Thursday, August 29, at its 
new location at 1128 E. 
Lynchburg Salem 
Turnpike in Bedford Plaza. 
 The new location has 
more than twice the square 
footage as the current 
office, allowing for a larg-
er lobby area and more 
seating for customers. The 
CSC will have 13 service 
windows – seven more 
than at the current loca-
tion. Six of the service 
windows will have a cam-
era for driver’s license 
transactions as opposed to 
two cameras at the current 
location. The office will 
also have a new, efficient 
countertop design. 
 “Our goal is to serve 
customers as efficiently as 
possible and to ensure 
their visit to DMV is a 
positive experience,” said 
DMV Commissioner 
Richard D. Holcomb. 
“This larger office will 
help us work toward that 
goal.” 
 During the closure, 
customers are encouraged 
to conduct transactions 
online at dmvNOW.com 
or visit the Lynchburg 
Customer Service Center 
at 3236 Odd Fellows Road 
or the Roanoke Customer 
Service Center at 5220 
Valleypark Drive. 
 Customers conducting 
only vehicle-related trans-
actions, such as registra-
tion renewals, titles, and 
license plates, can visit the 
Lynchburg DMV Select 
Office at 900 Church 
Street or the Roanoke City 
DMV Select located at 
215 Church Avenue SW, 
Room 254. 
 Hours of the new 
Bedford Customer Service 
Center will be Monday 
through Friday from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. and Saturday 
from 8 a.m. to noon. 
 Area legislators and 
local officials will join 
Commissioner Holcomb 
for a ribbon-cutting cele-
bration September 25 at 10 
a.m. 
 Virginia now offers 
REAL ID-compliant driv-
er’s licenses and ID cards. 
For information about 
what is required to obtain  
Virginia   driver’s licenses 
and vehicle registrations, 
and to decide if REAL ID 
is right for you, visit 
dmvNOW.com/REALID.

BY JOHN BARNHART
Staff Writer

johnbarnhart@bedfordbulletin.com

 Closing streets for 
events is usually a cut 
and dried procedure 
when the closure 
request comes before 
Bedford  Town Council. 
Last week was differ-
ent.
 The request by the 
Bedford Area YMCA to 
close streets for its 
annual Peaks of Otter 
Christmas Classic Foot 
Race caused concern. 
The race, which has 
taken place for 40 years, 

ll f df d &

Bedford 
DMV 

moving 
this 

week

New race 
route 

causes 
concern

See COUNCIL 4A

VICTIM SPEAKS OUT; HOPES TO HELP OTHERS

MS-13 gang member 
pleads guilty to 

helping in death of teen

BY TOM WILMOTH
Editor

news@bedfordbulletin.com

 Another MS-13 gang member has 
pleaded guilty to playing a part in the death 
of 17-year-old Raymond Wood in March 
2017.
 Wood was picked up at his home in 

Lynchburg and later killed in Bedford 
County on Roaring Run Road, suffering 
multiple stab wounds and trauma to his 
body.
 On Friday, Juan Martin Hernandez 
pleaded guilty to being an accessory  after 

Barry Calloway has helped look after BSTC for more than three decades. As an instructor, he has been recognized 
as being the best in Virginia.

BSTC instructor named best in Va.
BY TOM WILMOTH

Editor
news@bedfordbulletin.com

  Barry Calloway enjoys teaching.
 And others have noticed.
 The Bedford Science and 
Technology (BSTC) instructor was 
recently named Teacher of the Year 
for the Virginia Association of 
Trade and Industrial Educators 
(VATIE).  
 Calloway, a long-serving BCPS 
employee is known for his excep-
tional ability to motivate students, 
notes BSTC Principal Kim 
Halterman.
 Calloway currently teaches the 
Building Management program and 
serves as principal designee at 
BSTC.  His past service to BCPS 

has included teaching the 
Leadership Through Career 
Exploration course and work as a 
head custodian.  His honors include 
but are not limited to instructing 
state-ranked and nationally-ranked 
students from SkillsUSA competi-
tions as well as recognition 
from Lynchburg Living magazine.
  The honor was presented at 
VATIE’s state conference July 24.
 “Mr. Calloway’s service to the 
students of Bedford County is truly 
exceptional,” Halterman stated. 
“Among other accomplishments, 
he has shaped the Building 
Management program at BSTC 
producing state and nationally-
ranked award-winning entry-level 
building management profession-

als.  His service to the profession 
includes work as the principal’s 
designee at BSTC and as lead 
teacher for the building manage-
ment content area for the state.  His 
graduates work in a variety of local 
organizations including Bedford 
County Public Schools.”
 Calloway said he didn’t know he 
was receiving the award, prior to its 
presentation at the conference.
 “I appreciate that they all think 
I’ve done a good job,” he said of 
the honor. “It’s a little overwhelm-
ing.”
 The award is officially named 
the James “Jim” Bushong Teacher 
of the Year Award. Calloway   said

See CALLOWAY 2ASee WHEELER 4A

See HERNANDEZ 4A
Juan Hernandez enters guilty pleas to three charges 
Friday in Circuit Court. Photo by Dan Palm/WSET

86-year-
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young 
girls 

BY TOM WILMOTH
Editor

news@bedfordbulletin.com

 An 86-year-old Bedford 
man pleaded guilty to three 
felony charges of aggravat-
ed sexual battery during a 
hearing in Bedford County 
Circuit Court Friday.
 Carl Ulric Wheeler 
entered his pleas to the 
charges which involve three 
different victims. The crimes 
took place between 1994 
and 2015 involving girls 
who ranged in age from 5 
years old to 13 years old.
 According to 
Commonwealth’s Attorney 
Wes Nance, in all three 
cases Wheeler placed his 
hand both on and under-
neath the clothes of the vic-
tims in their genital areas, 
digitally penetrating them 
and also had them put their 
hands on his genitals,    both

Joshua Adam Caudill

BY TOM WILMOTH
Editor

news@bedfordbulletin.com

 After seeing the man 
who raped her admit in 
court that he was guilty of 
the crime, 22-year-old 

Kayla Cotten said she will 
never be able to totally 
forget what happened to 
her on the evening of July 
5, 2018. 
 On      that       evening, 

See VOICE 2A

Top honorTop honor

Caudill to spend 
7 1/2 years in prison

BY TOM WILMOTH
Editor

news@bedfordbulletin.com

Editor’s note: Normally the Bulletin does not identify the 
victims of sexual crimes, but the victim in this case gave 
her approval to use her name.
 
 Calling a 45-second voicemail recording made       
during the rape of a Forest woman “haunting,” Bedford

Wants to be a 
voice for other 

rape victims

See PLEA 2A

Aided those responsible to flee area
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 County Commonwealth’s 
Attorney Wes Nance noted that 
recording proved to be an 
important piece of evidence in 
getting the defendant to plead 
guilty to the charge during a 
hearing in Circuit Court 
Tuesday.
 Joshua Adam Caudill, 28, 
pleaded guilty to the rape 
charge and as part of a plea 
agreement, will have to serve 7 
½ years in prison for that con-
viction. Overall, Caudill 
received a 20-year sentence 
with the remaining time of that 
sentence suspended.
 In addition, the plea agree-
ment called for a second felony 
charge of object sexual pene-
tration to be dropped.
 Upon his release, Caudill 
will be on 10 years of good 
behavior and be on active 
supervised probation for the 
first four years. While under 
the terms of the Court’s sen-
tencing order,  Caudill is 
ordered not to have contact 
with the victim, be subject to a 
sex offender evaluation, to 
complete any sex offender 
treatment ordered by his proba-
tion officer and to register as a 
violent sex offender as required 
by law.
 During Tuesday’s hearing, 
Nance gave a lengthy review 
of the facts of the case, which 
stemmed from Caudill’s rape 
of the victim on July 5, 2018. 
Nance said that Caudill visited 
the residence of the victim, 
Kayla Cotten, on that day. She 
was the newest roommate at 
that Forest Townhouse and did 
not know Caudill prior to him 
being there that evening.
 Cotten, who had a medical 
condition, didn’t feel well and 
went to bed before the others 
there that evening. Nance stat-
ed that later, after she was 
asleep, Caudill entered her 
room and got into bed with her, 
telling her he wanted “to snug-
gle.”
 Nance said Cotten told 
Caudill she didn’t want to have 
sex with him, but he began to 
make advances, undressing 
her. Cotten had her cell phone 
and was able to blindly make a 
call to an acquaintance with a 
voicemail recording her telling 
Caudill she didn’t want to have 
sex with him.

 In addition to the voicemail 
recording her statements, 
Nance said another roommate, 
who was going to the bath-
room, heard Cotten telling 
Caudill “no,” repeatedly. The 
roommate went into the room 
to find Caudill on top of Cotten, 
Nance said.
 Nance said Cotten went to 
the hospital and a rape kit was 
used. DNA from the test 
matched Caudill, he said.
 Nance also read a statement 
from Cotten during the hear-
ing. In it she wrote to Caudill, 
“I refuse to be your victim.”
 Cotten also released this 
statement through Nance after 
the hearing:
 “My name is Kayla Cotten. 
On July 5th, 2018, Joshua 
Caudill, by invitation by my 
housemate, visited my home 
for dinner and casual socializa-
tion. Before that night I had not 
been formally introduced to 
Joshua. That night after I went 
to sleep, Joshua entered my 
room entirely uninvited and 
raped me. There are no grey 
areas in this case. He did it with 
precision and confidence like 
he had done it a 100 times 
before. 
     “Though I am immensely 
relieved Joshua Caudill decid-
ed to admit his guilt under the 
law, seven and a half years is 
not enough time for this man 
and his deviant actions. Despite 
the disappointment, I take 
comfort in knowing he has 
finally had to face the conse-
quences of his actions. I am 
incredibly grateful to the com-
monwealth attorney’s office 
for their relentless work in 
ensuring a conviction while 
also listening to me in every 
step. 
    “This past year has been one 
of the most long and painful 
years of my life, but seeing 
justice being served brings a 
deep sense of satisfaction and 
healing. To any individual who 
is a survivor of sexual assault, 
either by the doing of this man 
or any other, you are not alone. 
Don’t be afraid to speak up and 
know there is hope. If any per-
son does come forward, know 
it is a long and brutal process, 
but it will bring accountability 
to those who violate the law 
and who believe they are above 

it, like Joshua Caudill. In addi-
tion, it will bring hope and 
healing for those standing 
against violence and injustice.”
 Nance thanked Cotten for 
her “trust, insight, and strong 
voice throughout this process.”
  “I agree wholeheartedly 
with her mixed feelings about 
the results of today’s hearing,” 
Nance stated. “The length of 
his active sentence is not com-
mensurate with the strength of 
the Commonwealth’s evidence 
or the invasiveness of Caudill’s 
crime.”
 Nance said his office will 
continue to “aggressively pros-
ecute all violent crimes.”
  “With that pledge also 
comes with the responsibility 
to take in mind the best inter-
ests of the victim,” he stated. 
“In this case, Ms. Cotten’s 
already compromised health 
was impacted greatly by Mr. 
Caudill’s crime and the trau-
matic fallout.  This plea agree-
ment was reached after dis-
cussing how the additional 
stress of trial, and trial prepara-
tion, might further negatively 
impact her health.   After 
weighing all the factors impact-
ing the case and Ms. Cotten’s 
health, negotiations were 
undertaken which ended with 
the disposition reached today.”
 Nance said it was important 
to the victim, and the common-
wealth’s attorneys office, that 
Caudill admit his guilt in open 
court and to be found guilty 
and sent to prison.  “This plea 
agreement accomplished those 
three goals,” he stated. 
“Certainly this conviction 
would not have been secured 
without the hard work of the 
Bedford County Sheriff’s 
Office, the support of Krista 
Calhoun of the Bedford Victim 
Witness Assistance Program or 
Anne Wojcikowski of SARP.”
 By entering into the plea 
agreement, Nance said it 
helped Cotten from being re-
traumatized by the trial that 
would have taken place.
 “We’re satisfied with the 
outcome,” he stated, but not 
ecstatic about it. “We had a 
very strong case here.”

Plea: 
From Page 1

28-year-old Joshua Adam 
Caudill of Thaxton entered 
Cotten’s room and forced 
himself on her over her 
objections. Those objec-
tions were heard by a wit-
ness and recorded on a 
voicemail message helping 
lead to Caudill’s willingness 
to enter the plea in this case, 
receiving a 20-year sen-
tence, 7 ½ years which he 
will have to serve.
 “The past year has been 
the hardest year of my life,” 
Cotten said in a room at the 
courthouse following the 
plea hearing. Cotten said 
she went into severe depres-
sion after being raped and 
medical issues she had got 
worse.
 Hearing Caudill admit in 
court to his crime “brings 
some healing,” she added.
 “I want people to know 
there is hope,” Cotten said 
of other victims who fail to 
see justice done after being 

raped. 
 “If they’ve been assault-
ed, they can do it,” she said 
of coming forward to seek 
help and justice.
 Cotten said the normal 
reaction to being assaulted 
is to withdraw and not want 
to talk about it. She didn’t 
know Caudill prior to being 
raped by him.
 “He just walked in my 
room while I was asleep and 
raped me,” she said. “He 
was just looking for any 
opportunity.”
 Then, she said, Caudill 
tried to lie and cover it up.
 Cotten, during the attack, 
was able to dial an acquain-
tance on her cell phone and 
a voicemail recorded part of 
the rape. “It sends chills 
down my back,” she said of 
that voicemail. “Hearing 
him just ignore my cries for 
help—it’s very chilling.”
 Cotten said other victims 
need to understand that 

there are many different 
ways to report an attack. 
She wants to encourage vic-
tims to come forward to law 
enforcement.
 If an attacker feels he can 
continue to get away with it, 
“that’s entitlement,” she 
said.
 Cotten also said it’s 
important that victims of 
such crimes support each 
other. She wants to bring 
them hope.
 “I’m a different person 
than I was a year ago,” she 
said. “But I still have more 
healing to do.”
 And she wants to be a 
voice for other victims. “If 
you go through something 
(like this you) should always 
be a voice. I think if you 
have the ability to have a 
voice, you should. It’s defi-
nitely something I feel pas-
sionate about.”

Voice: 
From Page 1

Bushong was a “legendary 
educator.”
 “I really didn’t feel like 
I’m worthy of it,” Calloway 
said.
 Calloway has worked 
with BCPS for 37 years. 
Most of those have been 
spent at BSTC.
 He worked as a custodi-
an for 18 years and became 
an instructor in 2000.
 He works to keep his 
students introduced to the 
new technologies that are in 
the workplace and seeks to 
provide them real-world 
situations through his class-
es. That includes any job the 
student might face while 

helping to take care of a 
building or plant facility in 
the workplace.
 As part of that, Calloway 
and his students help take 
care of the BSTC facility 
and grounds.
 “We’re trying to prepare 
them for today’s work-
force,” he said.
 He works with 15 to 20 
students at a time and many 
have gone on to be top 
workers after graduating.
 Other BSTC workers 
noted Calloway’s impact at 
the school.
 “Barry steps up when 
anybody needs him.  He 
never blinks.  His dedica-

tion to students is unsur-
passed,”  stated Michelle 
Mathia, bookkeeper.
 “Mr. Calloway is a fan-
tastic example of how you 
have to have relationships to 
educate.  His favorite saying 
is, ‘If the kids don’t know 
how much you care, they 
don’t care how much you 
know,’” added Mark 
Mathia, one of his teaching 
colleagues.
 School Counselor Trevor 
Hoss echoed those senti-
ments. “Mr. Calloway is a 
leader for kids.  He’s a great 
role model and mentor,” 
stated Hoss. 

Calloway: 
From Page 1

Barry Calloway and student David Pennix, among his classroom colleagues, created a 
reception to honor paraprofessional Hollie Porter.

A sample posting of winners at SkillsUSA State competition. Calloway’s students place 
well at the annual competition and also do well once they join the workforce.

BCSO investigates school threat
 On Tuesday, the 
Bedford County Sheriff’s 
Office (BCSO) was work-
ing with school officials 
at Staunton River High 
School (SRHS) on a pos-
sible threat at the school. 
 Bedford County 
Sheriff’s SROs and inves-
tigators were at the school 
all morning investigating 
the alleged threat. 
 Investigators identified 
the individual who is 
believed to have made the 
possible threat and inter-
viewed that person at the 
Bedford County Sheriff’s 
Office. No further infor-
mation on the investiga-
tion was available at press 
time.
 Ryan Edwards, public 
relations coordinator for 
Bedford County Public 
Schools, said numerous 

parents went to the school 
to remove their children 
Tuesday, the total number 
of students absent was 
between 150-200. 
 “Whereas we com-
pletely understand our 
parent’s concerns, we are 
abundantly confident that 
Staunton River High 
School is a safe learning 
environment today,” a 
release from the school 
system stated. “We con-
tinue to have an increased 
law enforcement presence 
at the school to ensure it 
stays this way.”
 The following message 
was sent out to parents of 
students at Staunton River 
High and Middle schools 
from SRHS Principal Dr. 
Josh Cornett:
 “Good Morning Golden 
Eagle Families, 

 “I want to inform you 
that a post was issued on 
social media last night 
stating a possible threat at 
SRHS. We have been 
closely working with the 
Bedford County Sheriff’s 
Office since learning of 
this threat to investigate 
all concerns. I want to 
ensure you we are confi-
dent that our campus is 
safe and will continue to 
put student safety as our 
top priority. Also, we 
always appreciate our 
community being vigilant. 
Please don’t hesitate to let 
the school and Sheriff’s 
Office know if you learn 
of any additional informa-
tion. We are looking for-
ward to a smooth Tuesday 
with the dedicated help of 
our law enforcement 
team.”
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JF gets new football JF gets new football 
coach, 1Bcoach, 1B

Cooking class coming to Cooking class coming to 
Bower Center, 6BBower Center, 6B

BY TOM WILMOTH
Editor

news@bedfordbulletin.com

 While serving an evic-
tion notice, deputies with 
the Bedford County 
Sheriff’s Office found 
conditions at the rented 
home that led to multiple 
charges involving failing 
to take care of animals in 
that home.
 On Wednesday, 
February 13, Bedford 
County deputies execut-
ed the eviction notice in 
the 1800 block of Preston 
Mill Rd, Huddleston, the 
rented home of Donovan 
and Brooke Blair. Both 
of the Blairs are facing 
charges in connection 
with the case.
 According to Captain 
Mike Miller of the 
Sheriff’s Office, upon 
entering the home, depu-
ties located seven dogs in 
the residence. 
 According to the 
BCSO report, the floor 
was allegedly covered in 
animal feces, trash and 
miscellaneous items. One 
deceased dog was located 
in the back bedroom and 
had apparently been there 
for months if not longer, 
and that floor also cov-
ered in feces and trash, 
the report added.
  “When Mr. Blair was 
interviewed about the 
deceased dog, he stated it 
was an old female, 
approximately 15 years 
old, and died when he 
was out of town,” Captain 
Miller stated. “Mr. Blair 
said he did not have the 
heart to bury his dog so 
he just left it in the room. 
Mr. Blair stated that three 
of the dogs were his 
brother’s and they were 
taking care of them for 
him.”
 The BCSO report 
added that when asked 
about vaccinations, the 
Blairs believed some of 
the dogs were current on 
their shots but none had 
current dog tags, nor 
could they name a place 
where they had the ani-
mals vaccinated. 
 All animals were 
transported to the 
Bedford Animal Hospital 
for a preliminary check 
before being transferred 
to the Bedford County 
Animal Shelter. 
 The following charges 
have been filed against 
Donovan Blair: 
 • 1 charge county code 
16-11 while being the 
occupant of any dwelling

BY JOHN BARNHART
Staff Writer

johnbarnhart@bedfordbulletin.com

 Bedford Town 
Council voted last week 
4-3 to advertise a real 
estate tax rate of 32 
cents per $100 of 
assessed value. 
 That’s the same as 
the current tax rate but, 
if adopted, will result 
higher tax bills for town 
residents. That’s 
because the most recent 
real estate reassessment 
showed an average 
increase of 6.5  percent
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WOMAN FILES LAWSUIT AGAINST CENTRA, TIBBS

Downey won’t seek another term

BY JOHN BARNHART 
Staff Writer

johnbarnhart@bedfordbulletin.com

 District 1 school board member 
Richard Downey will call it quits 
after his current term expires at the 
end of December. Downey, was first 
elected in 2011, announced that he 
won’t run for reelection this fall.

 “I just think eight years is long 
enough,” Downey said when asked 
why he won’t seek reelection. 
 He added that he also feels it’s 
time for new, fresh ideas.
 Downey feels that his major con-
tribution during his two terms on the 
school board has been the increase in 
full time school nurses. Prior to a 
school nurse initiative, sponsored by 

the Bedford Community Health 
Foundation in the late 1990s, there 
were no school nurses. By the time 
Downey took his seat on the school 
board in 2012, all schools had school 
nurses. However, hardly any school 
had a full time nurse. The   fact       
that there wasn’t a  medically  trained

Former Deputy Superintendent Dr. Cherie Whitehurst (left) has filed a multi-million dollar lawsuit against 
Superintendent Dr. Douglas Schuch (right) and the Bedford County School Board.

Decides that eight years serving 
on the school board are enough

Seeks $5 million in damages
BY TOM WILMOTH

Editor
news@bedfordbulletin.com

 Having filed charges 
against Bedford County 
Public Schools with the federal 
Equal Employment Opportunity 
Commission (EEOC) alleging 
that she was the victim of 
discrimination on account of her 
sex, Dr. Cherie Whitehurst has 
taken the issue to the next level, 
filing a federal lawsuit against the 
Bedford County School Board and 
Superintendent Dr. Douglas Schuch.
 The lawsuit, filed in federal court 
last week, claims that Dr. Whitehurst 
was retaliated against by the board for 
alleging the discrimination “despite 
being presented with clear evidence of 

the improper and illegal actions undertaken 
by its superintendent” and against Dr. 
Schuch individually claiming he 
discriminated against Dr. Whitehurst 
“on the basis of her sex, thereby 
denying her the equal protection of the 
laws as guaranteed by the Fourteenth 
Amendment to the United States 
Constitution.”
 Prior to filing the lawsuit,  
Dr. Whitehurst had to file a charge 
of discrimination with the EEOC. 
On Feb. 4, the lawsuit states that 
the EEOC granted Dr. Whitehurst 
a Notice of Right to Sue.
 In the federal lawsuit, Dr. 
Whitehurst is seeking from the 
school board:
 • Back     pay    since    the

See WHITEHURST 3ASee FLAG 2A

See DOWNEY 2A Richard Downey

No 
decision 
on flag 
issue

Most 
speakers 
ask for 

Confederate 
flag to be 
banned

BY JOHN BARNHART
Staff Writer

johnbarnhart@bedfordbulletin.com

 The Bedford County 
School Board took a cau-
tious approach, Thursday 
night, in the wake of a con-
troversy over a student dis-
play of Confederate battle 
flags at Jefferson Forest 
High School last month. 
 Several people spoke on 
the issue during the meet-
ing’s public comment peri-
od. 
 “At the last school board 
meeting it concerned me 
that some of the school 
board members seemed not 
to understand why black 
people are offended by 
images of the Confederate 
flag so I thought you, the 
school board, needed to 
know why we were appalled 
to see the flag displayed at 
our school for the world to 
see,” Gail Forest said. 

File photo: Former Centra CEO E.W. Tibbs speaking at an 
event at Centra Bedford Memorial Hospital.

BY TOM WILMOTH 
Editor

news@bedfordbulletin.com
 
 A Lynchburg woman and 
former Centra employee has 
filed a $10 million lawsuit 
against Centra Health Inc. 
and its former Chief 
Executive Officer E.W. 
Tibbs, alleging sexual mis-
conduct on the part of Tibbs.

 Stephanie Ann Hale filed 
the 11-page lawsuit in 
Lynchburg Circuit Court 
Monday. Centra has started 
an internal investigation into 
the allegations and sent a 
letter out to its employees 
last Tuesday concerning that 

Alleges she was fired from 
job after identifying former 
CEO as man emailing her

See TIBBS 4A

Whitehurst files lawsuitWhitehurst files lawsuit

Hale had 
nursing 
license 

suspended

 The woman who 
filed a $10 million law-
suit against Centra and 
its former CEO E. W. 
Tibbs, was fired from a 
nursing job at Carilion 
Roanoke Memorial 
Hospital in January 
2018 and later had  her

See HALE 4A



review.
 Sparrow Health System, 
where Tibbs now serves as 
CEO, issued a statement on 
the lawsuit following a 
meeting of its board. Tibbs 
has been CEO of the 
Lansing, Michigan health 
system since Jan. 1 of this 
year. He resigned from 
Centra last September.
 John Truscott issued this 
statement on behalf of 
Sparrow Health System: 
“We have been made aware 
of allegations against 
Mr. E.W. Tibbs, Jr. that 
occurred prior to his 
employment at Sparrow. 
These allegations are dis-
turbing to us and we are 
taking immediate action. 
Effective immediately, the 
Sparrow Board has 
placed Mr. Tibbs, Jr. on paid 
administrative leave pend-
ing further thorough investi-
gation. This move will have 
no impact on our patients or 
staff who provide such great 
care for our community. 
Also, effective immediately, 
current Executive Vice 
President and Chief 
Operating Officer Joe Ruth, 
has been appointed by the 
Sparrow Board as acting 
President and CEO.”
 In the lawsuit Hale, a 
former Centra employee,  
says she was “stalked, sexu-
ally harassed and intimidat-
ed” by Tibbs and claims she 
was eventually fired because 
she refused his advances. 
She claims Tibbs sexually 
assaulted her and inured her 
at a hotel in Lynchburg on 
March 12, 2017.
 A Bedford native, Tibbs 
became President and CEO 
of Centra in April 2013. 
Born and raised in Bedford, 
he  is  a former  nurse and 
president and CEO of 
Bedford Memorial Hospital.
 A Centra spokesperson 
said a third party is looking 
to see whether the allega-
tions have merit.
 “As soon as we were 
made aware of the allega-
tions involving personal 
conduct by our former CEO, 
we began an internal review 
to determine whether they 
have any merit,” stated 
Diane Ludwig on behalf of 
Centra. “We are working 
with an independent third 
party to conduct a formal 
investigation of the alleged 
claims. We are not able to 
comment directly on the 
lawsuit at this time, except 
to say that these are very 
serious allegations that 
require an appropriate level 
of due diligence. Centra 
operates under a strict code 
of conduct and we expect all 
members of our team to 
exemplify those high stan-
dards.”
 A Lansing, Michigan 
newspaper has posted a 
short video clip on its web-
site of Hale’s alleged 
encounter with Tibbs.

The claims of 
Stephanie Hale
 In the lawsuit Hale says 
she was hired as a licensed 
practical nurse by Centra in 
2016. After attending an ori-
entation at Centra’s head-
quarters, where she claims 
to have met Tibbs for the 
first time, the lawsuit states 
that Hale began to receive 
sexually suggestive emails 
from someone calling him-
self “Ethan Toms” and using 
the email address 
fun.2.bhad@hotmail.com. 
Hale claims to have sent 
emails back dismissing the 
advances in hopes the 
emails would stop.
 The lawsuit claims 
Hale’s boyfriend, Robert 
Peters, discovered the 
emails and claimed she was 
cheating on him with this 
person. The lawsuit states 
Peters began using Hale’s 
email account, sending sex-
ually suggestive replies in 
order to identify who was 
sending the emails and to 
find out if Hale was telling 
him the truth.
 Hale claims to have met 
another female associate 
who had been communicat-
ing with “Ethan Toms” in a 
suggestive manner and a 
voice message left by the 
man. “It was at this point 
that Ms. Hale recognized 

that ‘Ethan Toms’ was in 
fact defendant Emory 
Wayne Tibbs Jr.,” the law-
suit states.
 The lawsuit claims that 
her boyfriend began send-
ing emails to “Ethan Toms,” 
posing as Hale, insinuating 
that she knew who he really 
was. The lawsuit claims that 
after those emails were sent 
she was subjected to false 
accusations of drug use and 
that a supervisor hinted that 
it was at Tibbs’ request. 
Hale was notified she was 
being fired on Feb. 27, 2017 
according to the lawsuit.
 The lawsuit states that 
Peters insisted on confirm-
ing the identity of “Ethan 
Toms” and developed a plan 
to extort him, if he was in 
fact Tibbs. The lawsuit 
claims Hale only became 
aware of the extortion plan 
after the plan was executed.
 The lawsuit claims that 
Peters, impersonating Hale, 
emailed “Ethan Toms,” and 
accepted an invitation to 
“engage in a paid sexual 
encounter” at the Extended 
Stay Hotel in Lynchburg. In 
the plan, Hale would leave 
an extra room keycard in the 
hotel lobby for Peters to use 
to enter the room after she 
checked in with “Ethan 
Toms” allowing him to 
identify “Toms” as Tibbs. 
Peters also had a friend vid-
eotape the sting, the lawsuit 
claims.
 
The encounter
 The lawsuit claims that 
Hale met Tibbs in the park-
ing lot and “knew with 
absolute certainty” that he 
was the one claiming to be 
Ethan Toms. Hale states that 
Tibbs gave her money to 
register the hotel room and 
arranged for her to let him 
in a back door of the hotel 
after he registered.
 Hale registered and left a 
key for Peters, per the plan, 
the lawsuit states.
 The lawsuit claims Peters 
had trouble finding the 
room and in the meantime 
Tibbs had entered the room 
with Hale, locked the door 
and began pouring drinks 
“made with Maker’s Mark 
whiskey and soda.” The 
lawsuit claims Tibbs took 
his clothes off and demand-
ed for Hale to do the same.
 Hale claims she tried to 
get to the bathroom but was 
stopped by Tibbs who 
grabbed and held her and 
began groping her. She 
claims to have broken free 
and rushed into the bath-
room, locking the door.
 When Peters eventually 
found the hotel room, the 
lawsuit claims he couldn’t 
enter because Tibbs had 
engaged the security lock 
from inside the room. Hale 
claims she attempted to let 
Peters in, but was stopped 
by Tibbs.
 According to the lawsuit, 
Tibbs attempted to flee the 

hotel room by jumping out 
of a window, but it wouldn’t 
open. After Hale exited the 
bathroom the lawsuit claims 
Tibbs went into the bath-
room, “knocking Ms. Hale 
first into a wall and then 
onto the floor, injuring her 
head, back and shoulder in 
the process.”
 The lawsuit states that 
Hale then let Peters into the 
hotel room, all the while his 
friend was videotaping the 
encounter. Peters “repeated-
ly called for Tibbs to come 
out of the bathroom” which 
he eventually did, with a 
wad of cash in his hand 
which threw on the floor, 
fleeing the room, the law-
suit claims.
 The lawsuit claims that 
Tibbs and Peters left the 
hotel and continued to argue 
in the parking lot.
 The lawsuit goes on to 
claim that Peters began to 
extort money from Tibbs 
after the incident, but Hale 
stated she was not a part of 
that scheme.

Seeking $10 million
in damages
 The lawsuit also claims 
that “upon information and 
belief, Tibbs engaged in 
sexual misconduct with 
other Centra employees 
over the course of his 
employment with Centra” 
and that “Centra executives 
were aware of Tibbs’ mis-
conduct and covered it up.”
 The lawsuit claims Tibbs 
resigned as the result of an 
incident of sexual miscon-
duct with a Centra employ-
ee.
 It states that  “Ms. Hale 
has suffered damages as a 
result of Centra’s and Tibbs’ 
conduct, including pain, 
bruising, loss of liberty,  
humiliation, fear, anxiety, 
nausea, vomiting, insomnia 
and damage to her reputa-
tion.”
 The lawsuit goes on to 
claim that “Tibbs discrimi-
nated against Ms. Hale on 
the basis of her sex during 
the scope of his employ-
ment by Centra, by stalking 
her, by sexually harassing 
her, thereby causing her 
severe emotional distress 
and the wrongful termina-
tion of her employment.”
 The lawsuit goes on to 
state Centra was at fault and 
should have known that 
Tibbs was “a sexual preda-
tor” before promoting him 
to CEO.
 Hale is seeking $5 mil-
lion in compensatory dam-
ages and $5 million in puni-
tive damages from the 
defendants in the case. The 
lawsuit states Hale is seek-
ing a jury trial.
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The Bedford County Department of Solid 
Waste is having a Special Collection Event 

on March 23, 2019 for the purpose of 
collecting  Household Hazardous Waste and 

Electronics for Recycling
The materials will be collected from Bedford 
County and Town residents at no charge.  

Materials may be brought to:
Bedford County Land  ll, Route 43 South

7:30 AM – 1:00 PM  •  March 23, 2019
Examples of Items Accepted for Household 

Hazardous Waste Collection include:
Alkaline batteries, Car batteries, Automotive  uids, 
Cleaners/Solvents, Oil-based paints, Pesticides, 

Fluorescent light bulbs, Stains/Thinners,
Pool cleaners, Gasoline/Kerosene, Drain openers                                 

Flammable liquids, Rechargeable batteries                                  
Items NOT accepted include:  latex-based paint, 

waste from individuals not residing in Bedford County, 
commercial/business waste, farm waste, 55-gallon 
drums, ammunition/explosives and medical waste.

Items accepted for Electronics Recycling 
include:

Televisions, Computers, Monitors,
Fax Machines/Copiers, Printers, VCR’s,

DVD players, Video game players, Cell phones

Please call the Bedford County Department 
of Solid Waste with any questions.

540-586-7656

Tibbs: 
From Page 1

 nursing license suspended 
by the Virginia Board of 
Nursing.
 Stephanie A. Hale, and 
LPN, was licensed to prac-
tice nursing in Virginia in 
2009, but while working at 
Carilion last January 
showed up for work appear-
ing to be “impaired,” 
according to the allegations 
that were brought against 
her.
 The statement alleged 
that at one point that day she 
had information on “patient 
A” pulled up on the com-
puter, but was supposed to 
be administering medica-

tion to “patient B.”
 That afternoon, while 
attending a class, the allega-
tions state that she distract-
ed students by leaving the 
room on several occasions, 
that was appeared restless 
and fidgety, that she was 
texting digging in her purse 
and nodding off. On two 
occasions the allegations 
state she couldn’t properly 
count from 1 to 30.
 The allegations stated 
that she refused to comply 
with a urine drug screen.
 The statement also added 
that she was arrested on Jan. 
20, 2018, and charged with 

possession of a controlled 
substance in Amherst 
County. According to the 
allegations the arresting 
officer found heroin pack-
ets, syringes and a spoon in 
her vehicle that Hale admit-
ted to belonging to her.
 In September of last year, 
a panel of the Board of 
Nursing met to act on the 
allegations. Hale was not 
present and she wasn’t rep-
resented at the meeting by 
legal counsel.
 The board ordered that 
Hale’s license was to be 
suspended indefinitely.

Hale: 
From Page 1

Bus crash
A 2016 Toyota pickup truck struck a Bedford County Public Schools school bus Friday 
morning, March 8. No injuries were reported as a result of the accident. The accident 
occurred at the intersection of Independence Boulevard and Forest Road at about 8 a.m. 
According to the police report, the school bus had a green turn signal and was turning 
onto Longwood Avenue when the accident occurred. The pickup truck was traveling west 
on Forest Road when it struck the bus. The driver of the truck was issued a summons for 
failing to obey a traffic light. According the Bedford PD, it was a low speed collision and 
only the truck suffered minor damage. The bus was about half full of students when the 
accident occurred.  

Photo by Wendy Pribble
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BY TOM WILMOTH
Editor

news@bedfordbulletin.com

 Following the arrest of 
a paid paramedic with 
Bedford County Fire & 
Rescue and his subse-
quent placement on 
unpaid administrative 
leave, then Bedford 
County Administrator 
Carl Boggess requested 
an investigation be con-
ducted to see if any other 
issues had occurred with-
in that county department.
 At a motions hearing 
for Larry Scott Hawkins 
on Friday, defense attor-
ney Dirk Padgett request-
ed that the report be made 
available to him to see if 
his client was being selec-
tively prosecuted. 
Following testimony by 
Boggess, however, 
Padgett withdrew his 
motion.
 During Friday’s hear-
ing Padgett told Judge 
James Updike he had 
been denied access to the 
report under a Freedom of 
Information Act request, 
stating Boggess had noted 
several exceptions to 
FOIA including a person-
nel exemption and attor-
ney-client privilege.

BY TOM WILMOTH
Editor

news@bedfordbulletin.com

 A 27-year-old 
Bedford man, accused 
of sexually assaulting a 
3-month-old infant, was 
denied bond during a 
hearing Friday in 
Bedford Circuit Court.
 Judge James Updike 
denied bond for 
Coleman Isaiah 
Ramsey, who is charged 
with four felonies 
including two counts of 
indecent liberties, one 
count of aggravated 
sexual battery and one 
count of forcible sod-
omy.
 He could face up to 
life in prison on the 
charges.
 Deputy Com-
monwealth’s Attorney 
Stephanie Ayers said 
during the hearing that 
Ramsey was discovered 
assaulting the child by 
the child’s mother.
 In arguing for bond, 
Defense Attorney 
Carter Garrett said the 
case comes down to one 
person’s word against 
another person’s word, 
stating there’s no physi-
cal evidence a crime 
occurred.
 The offenses are 
alleged to have occurred 
on Dec. 22 of last year.  

ll f df d &

Larry Scott Hawkins

Hawkins’ 
charges 

led county 
to conduct 

internal 
study

Man 
charged 

with 
assaulting 

infant 
denied 
bond

See REPORT 2A

MILLER TO RUN FOR SHERIFF

Scott to chair board

BY JOHN BARNHART
Staff Writer

johnbarnhart@bedfordbulletin.com

 The Bedford County Board of 
Supervisors held its organizational 
meeting Monday night. The super-
visors chose District 5 Supervisor 
Tommy Scott as chairman and 
District 6 Supervisor Andy Dooley 
as vice chairman.
 During the meeting, the super-
visors unanimously adopted a res-
olution supporting the town’s 

application for a grant to design 
and build an Amtrak passenger sta-
tion in Bedford. The resolution 
does not obligate the county to 
spend any money.
 At District 4 Supervisor John 
Sharp’s suggestion, the supervisors 
directed county staff to develop the 
fiscal year 2020 budget assuming 
an equalized tax rate. The 2020 fis-
cal year begins July 1, 2019. 
 The county has completed    the

(Above) Jean Wibbens captured this photo at Big Otter Mill as snow began to fall from this past weekend’s winter 
storm. (Below) As the storm ramped up roads got slick and numerous accidents occurred, including this close call 
involving Sgt. Kevin Hatcher’s vehicle from the BCSO. Sgt. Hatcher had stopped to work an accident when a car 
slid into his from behind, just narrowly missing him. His K-9 partner, Max, who was in the vehicle, was also not 
injured.

Dooley will serve as vice chair

BCSO officer’s car hit
BY TOM WILMOTH

Editor
news@bedfordbulletin.com

 This past weekend’s winter 
storm brought a wintry mix to the 
area leaving some picturesque 
scenes but also some treacherous 
driving.
 And for two members of the 
Bedford County Sheriff’s Office, 
the icy roads led to a close call 
while responding to another acci-
dent.
 Sergeant Kevin Hatcher had 
come upon a three car accident in 
the eastbound lane of  US 460 in the 
Villamont area and stopped his  car

See ACCIDENT 2ASee SHERIFF 8A

See BOARD 2A Theodore Moberg

Going 
out on 

top
Sheriff 
proud 

of ICAC 
unit

BY JOHN BARNHART
Staff Writer

johnbarnhart@bedfordbulletin.com

 Sheriff Mike Brown is 76, 
but age is not why he’s retir-
ing. Brown said his health is 
good. He also said the depart-
ment is strong.
 “The department is on a 
high level,” he said. He said 
the vice unit — which has a 
focus on drugs and gangs — 
is one of the best in the state. 
The Internet Crimes Against 
Children (ICAC) task force 
has 21 officers looking for 
sexual predators and the unit 
has a 100 percent conviction 
rate for people it has arrest-
ed. It’s all paid for with 
money from federal grants.
 This actually is why 
Brown is retiring. He wants 
to go out while he is on top.
 Brown has been in law 
enforcement for 52 years, 
including 24 years as 
Bedford County’s sheriff. As 
sheriff he has put a number 
of  programs  in   place  and

Capt. Mike Miller, surrounded by family members and sup-
porters, announces he will run for Bedford County Sheriff.

BY TOM WILMOTH
Editor

news@bedfordbulletin.com

 Captain Mike Miller of 
the Bedford County 
Sheriff’s Office wants to 
see the strides made under 
the two sheriffs he has 
served under move forward 
and he wants to build even 
stronger ties with the com-
munity in the days ahead.
 That’s why last Thursday 
Miller announced his inten-

tion to run for the office of 
sheriff to replace the retir-
ing Mike Brown. He plans 
to seek the Republican 
nomination for sheriff in 
June’s primary election. 
 “Our citizens need a 
sheriff who understands the 
current culture and func-
tions of our department,” 
Miller said during his 
announcement. (They need) 
one who has developed 
trust in our community and 
a sheriff who has the expe-

rience to lead us into the 
future.”
 A Bedford County 
native, Miller began his 
career in law enforcement 
with the BCSO 34 years 
ago at the age of 21. Carl 
Wells was sheriff then and 
Miller said the sheriff, 
Captain Ronnie Laughlin 
and Lt. Vernon Goode 
became mentors to him.
 “They taught me how  to

Cites experience, community trust

See MILLER 2A

Winter strikes againWinter strikes again

Vinton man faces charges

 Theodore Moberg, 40, of Vinton 
was arrested Jan. 11 in connection 
with an ongoing investigation by the 
Southern Virginia Internet Crimes 
Against Children.
 Investigators from the Bedford 
County Sheriff ’s Office, with the 
assistance of the Bedford Police 
Department, arrested Moberg on 
charges of computer solicitation and 
indecent liberties with a minor.
 According to the sheriff’s office, 
this is an ongoing investigation and 
anyone with information on the case 
is asked to call ICAC at 434-534-
9521.
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become a community leader 
by listening to the concerns 
of citizens and to solve their 
problems,” Miller said. 
 Miller, 55, noted that he 
has had a wide range of 
experience during his more 
than three decades of serv-
ing, including as a jailor, 
road deputy, vice officer, 
DARE officer, School 
Resource Officer, adminis-
trative captain and division-
al supervisor.
 As administrative cap-
tain his responsibilities 
included managing the sher-
iff’s office budget, commu-
nity services, courthouse 
security and the civil unit.
 As divisional supervisor 
for the operational functions 
of the agency his duties 
have included supervising 
the daily functions of the 
patrol deputies, criminal 
investigators, vice investi-
gators, gang investigators, 
the animal control unit, the 
tactical team and the K-9 
units.
 “In 1996, after Sheriff 
Wells’ retirement, I had the 
privilege to work for Sheriff 
Mike Brown and now-
Major Ricky Gardner,” 
Miller said. “With their 
leadership I became the first 
School Resource Officer 
and developed the SRO pro-

gram for Bedford County.”
 Miller said the role of 
sheriff possesses “an enor-
mous responsibility to the 
citizens of Bedford who 
entrust his agency to protect 
them, their families and 
their property.”
 He said the sheriff is 
only as good as the men and 
women working for him to 
fulfill those responsibilities. 
“I am proud of the men and 
women who currently serve 
with me here at the Bedford 
County Sheriff’s Office,” he 
said.
 Miller said his goal 
would be to develop a five-
year plan that would include 
addressing pay compensa-
tion issues for the depart-
ment’s deputies; allocating 
resources to provide excel-
lence in service to the coun-
ty’s growing population; 
continuing to keep crime 
rates low and clearance 
rates high; and meeting with 
the county’s leaders to 
advance transparent com-
munication and keep the 
community’s direction mov-
ing forward. He said these 
goals could be accom-
plished without raising 
taxes.
 “We will regularly hold 
community meetings with 
citizens of all corners of our 

county to listen to their con-
cerns,” he added.
 He said the community 
needs an experienced leader 
who knows the community 
and its needs and is familiar 
with local law enforcement 
practices and partnerships. 
“Our sheriff’s office needs a 
leader who can build upon 
the legacy of Sheriff Wells 
and Sheriff Brown and build 
even stronger ties with the 
citizens we serve. I am that 
leader,” Miller stated.
 Miller and his wife Amy 
have two children, Michael 
and AJ.
 “Dreams can come true,” 
he said of being able to run 
for sheriff.
 Numerous supporters 
attended and spoke in sup-
port of Miller at Thursday’s 
event. Those included col-
leagues from the department 
and law enforcement, some 
former and current local 
officials, family members, 
local business leaders and 
members of a church where 
Miller serves as pastor. 
 Campbell County Sheriff 
Steve Hutcherson and Maj. 
Ricky Gardner of the BCSO 
were among those in atten-
dance as well as Supervisor 
Andy Dooley, all who 
voiced their support for 
Miller. 
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on the right hand side to 
assist the motorists. Parked 
some 12 feet off the side of 
the road, he went to get 
some flares out of the back 
of his vehicle when some-
thing from behind got his 
attention.
 “I don’t know what 
made me turn around,” 
Hatcher said. “But I turned 
around and saw a vehicle 
coming at me.”
 Hatcher took off run-
ning. “It was already side-
ways when I saw it,” he 
said. “The front end was 
coming towards my vehi-
cle.”
 That vehicle struck the 
left rear of his vehicle, spun 
off and hit another vehicle 
parked ahead that had 
stopped to check on the first 
accident. The passenger of 
that vehicle was still in his 
car when it happened.
 In all some seven vehi-
cles were involved; the 
Virginia State Police worked 
the accidents.
 Hatcher said his main 
thought was to get to the top 
of the hill and get traffic 
stopped.
 But he also had another 
department member to 
check on, his K-9 partner 
Max, a German Shepherd.
 Hatcher did a quick 
check on Max and he 
appeared to be OK. After 
everyone was checked out 
and more assistance was 
called in to help, he got Max 
out of his vehicle for a more 
thorough check.
 “He was fine,” Hatcher 
said.
 Hatcher couldn’t help 
but think how close the 

vehicle came to striking 
him; it hit his vehicle right 
where he had been standing.
 A little while later 
Hatcher sent his wife, 
Kathy, a text showing her a 
picture of the vehicle. He 
put his phone back in his 
pocket and didn’t realize 
she was trying to contact 
him for 20 minutes to make 
sure both he and Max were 
OK.
 Kathy Hatcher posted on 
Facebook an emotional 
reaction to the accident, 
along with pictures of Sgt. 
Hatcher and Max and of the 
accident.
 She stated in her post:
 “The first picture is the 
biggest part of my world...
and yes, they are                        
both               family!
 The second picture is of 
their ‘office’ that they work 
in together every day to pro-
tect our community after 
someone wasn’t using the 
common sense to slow 
down when the roads started 
to get snow on them today.
 This could have easily 

been the worst day of our 
lives...but thankfully wasn’t.
 By the grace of God, 
Kevin was able to see this 
one coming as he was get-
ting something from the 
back of his vehicle. Yes, he 
was standing right where it 
w a s  h i t ! !
 Unfortunately, as he was 
running for his life, he also 
had to see his vehicle get 
slammed with his K9 part-
ner still inside!!
 So far, Max appears to be 
okay but we will be able to 
tell more tomorrow if he 
begins to hurt from                  
t h e  i m p a c t . 
 I have always grown up 
living the fire and EMS life, 
and then married into the 
police life, knowing that we 
are not always safe in pro-
tecting and serving our 
community. But having 
something this senseless 
(and careless) happen truly 
upsets me!!!”
 Sergeant Hatcher said 
it’s important for vehicles to 
slow down when roads get 
bad because of weather. He 
said cars had been passing 
him running almost the 
speed limit. 
 The weekend’s weather, 
while it didn’t bring the 
snow event predicted, 
brought sleet, a little snow 
and freezing rain leading to 
numerous accidents as well 
as church and business clos-
ings and on Monday, school 
closings. On Tuesday, 
Bedford County Public 
Schools were up and run-
ning, albeit on a two-hour 
delay.

Accident: 
From Page 1

reassessment, mandated 
every four years by the 
state, and Sharp said 
assessed property values 
have risen. An equalized 
tax rate is one that does not 
bring in additional tax rev-
enue as a result of higher 
assessed property values. 
The calculated equalized 
rate is rounded upward to 

the next full cent.
 Sharp said this does not 
mean a flat budget. There 
may be growth in tax rev-
enue as the result of eco-
nomic growth and the bud-
get should include that.
 “By law, anything 
above the equalized rate is 
a tax increase,” Sharp said.
 Sharp opposes a tax 

increase.
 “We need to allow the 
people who earned the 
money to keep what they 
earned,” he said.
 Tommy Scott has 
announced that he will run 
for reelection to the 
District 5 seat in November.
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 Padgett said he believed 
the report contained other 
conduct by county person-
nel similar to that which 
his client had been charged 
with and said the county 
was prosecuting the case 
against Hawkins selec-
tively.
 Chief  Assis tant 
C o m m o n w e a l t h ’ s 
Attorney Stacey Stickney 
stated, however, that the 
decision to prosecute was 
made on the strength of 
the evidence to prosecute 
Hawkins, adding she 
hadn’t even been aware of 
the report the county had 
conducted. “It does not 
have bearing or relevance 
to this case,” Stickney 
stated.
 Boggess, who has since 
retired, was in the court-
room and was called to the 
stand to testify about the 
report.
 He said the report was 
conducted to see if there 
was any other criminal or 
inappropriate activity that 
needed to be dealt with by 
the county. The investiga-
tion was conducted by the 
Bedford County Sheriff’s 
Office under the direction 
of a labor attorney from 
outside of the county per-
sonnel.
 Boggess said the inves-
tigation uncovered no 
criminal activity, but did 
uncover some inappropri-

ate conduct that led to dis-
ciplinary action.
 Boggess said employee 
training with members of 
Bedford County Fire and 
Rescue on sexual harass-
ment was conducted as a 
result of the report’s find-
ings.
 Padgett withdrew his 
mot ion  fo l lowing 
Boggess’s testimony.
 Hawkins, 53, was 
arrested Feb. 14 last year 
and is charged with six 
counts of computer solici-
tation and one count of 
contributing to the delin-
quency of a minor.
 The charges against 
Hawkins involve two sep-
arate 17-year-old girls.  
Hawkins was arrested by 
investigators with the 
Virginia State Police 
Bureau of Criminal 
Investigations. The State 
Police were called in to 
investigate the charges by 
the Bedford County 
Sheriff’s Office. 
  Hawkins has been with 
Bedford County Fire and 
Rescue for 10 years as has 
served as a volunteer fire-
fighter with the Montvale 
Fire Department. 
 If convicted, Hawkins 
could face 1 to 10 years 
on the initial computer 
solicitation charge and 
from 1 to 20 years on the 
five subsequent charges. 
If convicted the minimum 

sentence is one year on 
the five subsequent com-
puter solicitation charges; 
those could run concur-
rently.
 The six solicitation 
charges stem from the 
allegation that Hawkins 
solicited a 17-year-old 
girl for a sex act using a 
media device. These 
charges follow Hawkins 
being charged with the 
contributing to the delin-
quency of a minor charge. 
That charge relates to an 
incident which allegedly 
occurred at the bunk area 
of the main office at 
Bedford County Fire and 
Rescue.
 In testimony at a prior 
bond hearing, Stickney 
stated Hawkins allegedly 
had met the 17-year-old 
female at the Bedford 
County Fair and they 
began to exchange 
Facebook messages. That 
led to meetings between 
the two and eventually the 
alleged incident at the 
Fire and Rescue building.
 Hawkins is alleged to 
have sent a number of 
messages of a sexual 
nature to a 17-year-old 
female through Facebook 
in January and February. 
 Hawkins is scheduled 
for a jury trial on the 
charges on Feb. 19.
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Sgt. Kevin Hatcher and Max

BCSO seeks help identifying 
suspects in Lakers Country 

Store robbery
 The Bedford County 
Sheriff’s Office is inves-
tigating a burglary at 
Laker’s Country Store in 
Moneta. 
 The burglary occurred 
in the early morning 
hours of Saturday, Jan. 
12. Bedford County 
Sheriff ’s Investigators 
are seeking the public 
assistance in identifying 
the two suspects.  
 Anyone with informa-
tion on this crime is 
asked to contact the 
Bedford County Sheriff’s 
Office at 540-586-7827 
or Central Virginia 
Crime Stoppers at 1-888-
798-5900 or go online to 
http://cvcrimestoppers.
org. Enter your tip online 
at http://p3tips.com or 
use the P3TIPS app on 
your mobile device. 
Crime Stopper callers 
remain anonymous and 
could receive a cash 
reward up to $1,000. 
Pictured are suspects 
during the burglary.


	rape victim speaks A 8-21
	rape victim speaks b 8-21
	tibbs centra lawsuit 3-20 A
	tibbs centra lawsuit 3-20 B
	accident 1-16 a
	accident 1-16 b.pdf

