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The contents of a TFC 
Recycling truck caught fire on 
Holland Road Friday afternoon, 
resulting in the closure of both 
westbound lanes.

The incident happened in the 
3900 block of Holland Road. It 
was reported just after noon.

The driver was able to dump 
the load so as to avoid further 
damage to the truck, according to 
a city press release. Firefighters 
extinguished the flames.

There were no injuries.
The roadway remained closed 

for several hours as additional 
crews come in to spread out the 
load to ensure no further fire 
threat, reload it onto another 
truck and clean the roadway. It 
then reopened but closed again 
briefly later in the evening to 
spread sand. 

BY ALEX PERRY
STAFF WRITER

Suffolk resident Robert 
“Jack” Ewald, 9 4, said that 
he felt “rejuvenated” when he 
shook hands and commiser-
ated with his fellow World 
War II veterans at the June 
6 ceremony in the Normandy 
American Cemetery near 

Colleville-sur-Mer, France.
Hundreds of veterans gath-

ered in Normandy, France, for 
the 75th anniversary of the 
D-Day invasion, the largest 
seaborne invasion in history 
and the beginning of the lib-
eration of German-occupied 
France in World War II.

Approximately 160,000 
Allied troops crossed the 

English Channel and landed 
on the Normandy coastline on 
June 6, 19 44. Ewald was 19  
years old when he landed on 
that Normandy beach.

He flew to France for the 
D-Day ceremony with his 
family, and they navigated 
through dense crowds to the 
 ceremony site. His grand-
daughter, Megan Forbes, 

pushed his wheelchair to a big 
room filled with all his fellow 
veterans.

Forbes said Ewald sprang 
into action as soon as they 
arrived. He stood up and 
moved to spend time with so 
many others that served. 

“He had the energy of a 

Shaking hands with D-Day comrades

Fire closes 
Holland 
Road on 
Friday

SUBMITTED PHOTO 

Suffolk resident and World War II veteran Robert “Jack” Ewald with fellow veterans Russell Pickett and Edward Burke. All three men served in the U.S. Army 29th 
Infantry Division during World War II.

CITY OF SUFFOLK PHOTO 

A recycling truck’s load caught fire on 
Friday afternoon on Holland Road. 

ALEX PERRY/SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD 

Lenise Bazemore, 14, Leonid Terekhov, 14, and Josh Drake, 14, listen closely to Suffolk Police Department Forensic 
Technician Stephanie Durbin during the mock crime scene investigation at the Health and Human Services building on 
Hall Avenue Thursday morning.

BY ALEX PERRY
STAFF WRITER

In the Thursday morning 
heat and humidity, a group 
of 10 teenagers investigated a 
stolen vehicle outside of the 
Health and Human Services 
building in downtown Suffolk. 

They used forensic tech-

niques to collect evidence and 
took both pictures and detailed 
notes. They even made a cast 
of a footprint in the dirt near-
by, using dental stone casting 
material.

For his part in the exercise, 
Leonid Terekhov, a 14-year-old 
rising freshman at Nansemond 
River High School, careful-

ly collected fingerprints from 
the handle of the white Ford 
Explorer.

It wasn’t easy at first – dust-
ing the handle, applying clear 
tape and safely removing said 
tape to transfer that print to a 
piece of paper – but eventu-

Students investigate using real-world techniques 

BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

Repairs to the 9 1-foot Jones 
Swamp bridge on Mineral 
Spring Road and the adjacent 
road are set to begin this week 
and will close a stretch of road  
between Holland Corner Road 
and Arthur Drive for about six 
months. 

A city news release says 
the stretch of road to include 
the bridge will close Monday, 
but electronic signage on both 
sides of the bridge that were 
placed along the road May 28 
says the stretch of road will 
close beginning Thursday. A 
detour will be in place for res-
idents during the $ 1.7-million 
project. 

The wooden, steel-structure 
bridge will be replaced with a 
concrete structure and will be 
raised slightly. The work will 
also include elevating a sec-
tion of Mineral Spring Road. 
Allan Myers V A Inc. will be 
performing the work. 

“It’s two different projects 
in one,” said acting Public 
Works Director L.J. Hansen. 

Hansen said raising a section 

of road around the swamp by 
a couple of inches to a foot 
would help mitigate, but not 
eliminate, flooding issues on 
the road, which arise sever-
al times per year. The work, 
Hansen said, will help improve 
the drainage of the road, since 
it’s located in a swamp area. 

“The result is that it’s going 
to flood on occasion, but it’s 
going to reduce the frequency 
of the flooding,” Hansen said. 

During a site visit, the water 
depth below the existing bridge 
was measured at about four 
feet, and the bridge is located 
at about four feet above the 
water levels, according to an 
engineer’s report.  

The bridge, which was built 
in 19 55, has a wooden deck 
slab and is asphalt covered. 
It’s about 22 feet wide and is 
structurally deficient and in 
poor condition, according to 
a November 2017 inspection 
report. It’s something Hansen 
said the city has known about 
“for some time.” A bridge that 
is structurally deficient does 
not necessarily mean a bridge 

Bridge, road 
repairs to begin
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VIRGINIA: IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE CITY 
OF SUFFOLK CLERK’S OFFICE
City of Suffolk, Virginia    
a Municipal Corporation,    

Complainant,    
v.                                                        CL19-1227
    
TOMIKA E. ELEY, et als
Defendants.     

ORDER OF PUBLICATION

    The object of this suit is to Sell, free and clear of all liens 
and encumbrances, to enforce the lien of Ronald H. Williams, 
Treasurer for the City of Suffolk, Virginia, for Delinquent 
Real Estate Taxes against the following Parcel of Real Estate:

TOMIKA E. ELEY and                    Account # : 301 183 100
CLARENCE C. FAULKS, et als                      
4861 Sleepy Hole Road &                   Tax Map # : 19A*16A
4865 Sleepy Hole Road                            

If living, or deceased, then the heirs, devisees, and succes-
sors in title of TOMIKA E. ELEY and CLARENCE C. 
FAULKS, who are made parties defendant under the gen-
eral description “Parties Unknown,” and

LIEN CREDITORS: 
                     BON SECOURS HAMPTON ROADS 
                     HEALTH SYSTEMS, INC
                     TIDEWATER EYE CENTERS, PC

all of who are named parties Defendant,

Pursuant to Section 58.1-3965, et seq of the Code of Virginia.

     And an affidavit having been made and filed that due dili-
gence has been used on behalf of the Complainant to ascertain 
the whereabouts of the aforesaid parties, to determine whether 
they be living or dead, and in what county or corporation if they 
be dead, and in what county or corporation they now are, and 
also to ascertain who would be their Heirs, Devisees, Admin-
istrators, Personal Representatives, Assigns and Successors in 
Title, if they be dead, and in what county of corporation they 
now are, but without effect for all parties; and that there may be 
other persons having an interest in the land forming the subject 
matter of this suit whose names, residences and last known post 
office addresses are likewise unknown.
     That the last known addresses of the parties are as follows: 
Tomika E. Eley at 4861 Sleepy Hole Road, Suffolk, VA 23435; 
4869 Sleepy Hole Road, Suffolk, VA 23435; 2933 Harbor Road, 
Suffolk, VA 23435; 2115 Piedmont Road, Suffolk, VA 23435 and 
P.O. Box 5619, Suffolk, VA 23435; Bon Secours Hampton Roads 
Health Systems, Inc, R/A Michael L. Goodman at Goodman Al-
len Donnelly, PLLC, 4501 Highwoods Parkway, Suite 210, Glen 
Allen, VA 23060 and Tidewater Eye Centers, PC R/A William 
R. Van Buren, III at 150 West Main Street, Suite 2100, Norfolk, 
VA 23510.
      That the Whereabouts of CLARENCE C. FAULKS is Un-
known.
     It is ORDERED that all Nonresidents, Heirs, Devisees, 
Administrators, Personal Representatives, Assigns and Succes-
sors in Title, any general Lien Creditors, and all PARTIES UN-
KNOWN who may have an interest in the aforesaid property, 
if any such there be, to appear on or before July 16, 2019 in 
the Clerk’s Office of the Circuit Court for the City of Suffolk, 
Virginia, and do what may be necessary to protect their respec-
tive interests in this suit, and this Order shall be published in 
the Suffolk News-Herald, a newspaper of general circulation, 
once a week for Two (2) successive weeks.
Date: June 13, 2019         
Teste: W. Randolph Carter, Jr, Clerk, Circuit Court  
By: Nancy Bertero, D.C.

   
I ask for this:                                                    
Clarence H. Brooks, Esquire
523 West Washington Street
Suffolk, Virginia 23434
(757) 539 - 7434
Counsel for Ronald H. Williams, Treasurer

VIRGINIA: IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE CITY 
OF SUFFOLK CLERK’S OFFICE
City of Suffolk, Virginia    
a Municipal Corporation,    

Complainant,    
v.                                                        CL19-1284
    
MARY WALKER, et als
Defendants.     

ORDER OF PUBLICATION

    The object of this suit is to Sell, free and clear of all liens 
and encumbrances, to enforce the lien of Ronald H. Williams, 
Treasurer for the City of Suffolk, Virginia, for Delinquent 
Real Estate Taxes against the following Parcel of Real Estate:

MARY WALKER, et als             Account # : 153 286 000                     
Lots 28 & 29, Block 4, Saratoga   Tax Map # : 34C*S4*28*29
(Adjacent to 512 Kilby Avenue)                           

RECORD OWNERS: MARY WALKER
                                      DORATHEA EDMONDS
                                      VERGIE BELL

POSSIBLE HEIR: THOMAS M. BELL, III

If living, or deceased, then the heirs, devisees, and suc-
cessors in title of MARY WALKER, DORATHEA ED-
MONDS, VERGIE BELL and THOMAS M. BELL, III, 
who are made parties defendant under the general descrip-
tion “Parties Unknown,” all of who are named parties De-
fendant,

Pursuant to Section 58.1-3965, et seq of the Code of Virginia.

     And an affidavit having been made and filed that due dili-
gence has been used on behalf of the Complainant to ascertain 
the whereabouts of the aforesaid parties, to determine whether 
they be living or dead, and in what county or corporation if they 
be dead, and in what county or corporation they now are, and 
also to ascertain who would be their Heirs, Devisees, Admin-
istrators, Personal Representatives, Assigns and Successors in 
Title, if they be dead, and in what county of corporation they 
now are, but without effect for all parties; and that there may be 
other persons having an interest in the land forming the subject 
matter of this suit whose names, residences and last known post 
office addresses are likewise unknown.
    That the last known addresses of the parties are as follows: 
Mary Walker at 401 Superior Road, Egg Harbor Township, NJ 
08234 and Thomas M. Bell, III at 14 Chatham Avenue, Pleasant-
ville, NJ 08232.
     That the last known addresses of Dorathea Edmonds and 
Vergie Bell are Unknown.
     It is ORDERED that all Nonresidents, Heirs, Devisees, 
Administrators, Personal Representatives, Assigns and Succes-
sors in Title, any general Lien Creditors, and all PARTIES UN-
KNOWN who may have an interest in the aforesaid property, 
if any such there be, to appear on or before July 23, 2019 in 
the Clerk’s Office of the Circuit Court for the City of Suffolk, 
Virginia, and do what may be necessary to protect their respec-
tive interests in this suit, and this Order shall be published in 
the Suffolk News-Herald, a newspaper of general circulation, 
once a week for Two (2) successive weeks.
Date: June 20, 2019         
Teste: W. Randolph Carter, Jr, Clerk, Circuit Court  
By: Belinda Epps, D.C.

   
I ask for this:                                                    
Clarence H. Brooks, Esquire
523 West Washington Street
Suffolk, Virginia 23434
(757) 539 - 7434
Counsel for Ronald H. Williams, Treasurer

CALL 757-809-2514

Grading & Hauling 
Holland Sand Pit 
9920 Gates Road 

757-745-7140 
Sales of Sand, Screened & 

Unscreened Topsoil, Fill Dirt, 
Clay and Mulch 

Take in Disposals, Clearing 
Debris & Broken Concrete 

We also deliver    

Lawn Care
& Landscaping 

G&S Tree & Landscaping Inc.
Grading, Drain Installation, 
Landscaping, Hardscapes, 
Pavers, Fences, Tree Removal, 
Stump Grinding. Licensed & 
Insured. 15 years of experi-
ence. 757-642-0486    

Lawn Maintenance
 Mulching - Hedge Pruning
Residential / Commercial

Licensed & Insured
FREE ESTIMATES

(757) 373-2282

Miscellaneous
Services 

A PLACE FOR MOM
The nation’s largest senior liv-
ing referral service. Contact our 
trusted, local experts today! Our 
service is FREE/no obligation. 
CALL 1-866-505-8065    

DIRECT TV SELECT PACKAGE!
Over 150 channels, ONLY $35/
month (for 12 mos.). Order now! 
Get a $100 AT&T Visa rewards 
gift card (some restrictions ap-
ply). CALL 1-844-355-0293    

DISH TV 
$59.99 for 190 channels. $14.95 
high speed internet. Free instal-
lation, smart HD DVR included, 
free voice remote. Some re-
strictions apply. Call 1-855-382-
5119    

Start Saving BIG On Medications!
Up to 90% savings from 90DAY-
MEDS! Over 3500 medications 
available! Prescriptions re-
quired. Pharmacy checker ap-
proved. CALL today for your 
FREE quote. 866-804-5281.    

Roofing and Guttering

J.K. Roofing
Specializing in leak repair, roof-
ing. $199/square foot. Siding 
and gutters. Residential and 
Commercial. Class A license 
and insured. 757-345-9983    

Roofing and Guttering

New Roofs, Repairs, and 
Restorations

 Gutters, Roofing Inspections, 
Siding Work, Site Clean up & 

disposal of debris. 

NOW offering
Home Improvement Services 
Painting (Indoor & Outdoor), 

Flooring Installation 
(Laminate, Vinyl, Carpet)

 Drywall & Finishing Work, 
Demolition, Handyman Work, 

Electrical & Plumbing
Pressure Washing & Odd Jobs. 

FREE ESTIMATES
757-539-0088 

www.dukeroofing.com 
Virginia Licensed and Insured

Timber & Forestry 
Services 

Blackwater Timber Co., LLC
Logging, Chipping, and Forest 

Management.
Contact: Chris Howell

757-651-8872    

Tree Service 

G&S Tree & Landscaping Inc.
Tree removal, stump grinding, 
pruning, landscapes & grading. 
Paver, drains, retaining walls. 
Fully insured & 15 years ex-
perience! Satisfaction Guar-
anteed! 757-642-0486    

Godwin Tree Service
No job too big or too small, 
free estimates, licensed and in-
sured, firewood available. Over 
25 years experience. Member 
of BBB. 757-237-1285    

OLD OAK LAND & TREE LLC.
Tree Removal & Trimming

Stump Grinding, Storm  Clean Up, 
Debris Removal 

Licensed & Insured 
757-775-8953    

ally the young Forensics 
Camp investigator got the 
hang of it.

“When I did it the first 
time it was hard, but then 
it got easier and easier. It 
was fun,” Leonid said.

Leonid was one of 52 
students in the Suffolk 
C o m m o n w e a l t h ’ s 
Attorney’s eighth annu-
al Forensics Camp, a 
week-long summer class 
that’s held free of charge. 
Sessions were held daily 
from June 17-21 for stu-
dents ages 12 to 15.

On Thursday, teams of 
students each faced a dif-
ferent crime scene scenar-
io, such as an assault at 
a card game and a bank 
robbery. Suffolk Police 
Department Forensic 
Technician Stephanie 
Durbin’s team of students 
dealt with a stolen vehicle 
case. 

According to this sce-
nario, a white Ford 
Explorer –  which on 
Thursday morning was 
a Suffolk Police vehicle 
issued to Durbin –  was 
reported missing more 
than a week prior. 

The vehicle was spotted 
by Mary DeLugo, the sce-
nario’s victim character 
played by assistant Emma 
Shearin, 17. The victim 
determined that there 
were items in the vehicle 
that didn’t belong to her, 
and Shearin – as DeLugo 
– remained on the scene 
to answer any questions 
from the team.

“We want them to kind 
of work their way through 
what a criminal would 
have done in this situa-
tion,” Durbin said.

The team gathered 
interesting items from the 
vehicle, like a soda can 
and a receipt, neither of 
which belonged to the vic-
tim. 

Any and all items that 
may have possessed DNA 
or other evidence were 
collected according to 
protocol. They also col-
lected an eliminator DNA 
sample from the victim, 
as well as her fingerprints. 

Durbin stressed to the 
students that it’s all about 
properly, carefully and 
thoroughly gathering as 
much evidence as possible 
to identify a suspect. 

“It’s not just one piece 
of evidence they’re look-

ing at, it’s multiple (piec-
es),” Durbin said, “and it’s 
about (thinking) through 
the possibilities of how 
that item was utilized 
instead of just taking it at 
face value.”

Students at the camp 
learned that crime scene 
investigations are not like 
what you see on television 
shows. Shows like “The 
Flash” may show these 
types of investigations, 
but not accurately, rising 
King’s Fork High School 
freshman Nierica Flythe, 
14, said. 

“(This camp) taught me 
a lot,” Nierica said. “It 
taught me how to do fin-
gerprints, (and) it taught 
me how to be a good CSI.”

Students learned the 
realities of forensic sci-
ence used in crime scene 
investigations during the 
summer camp. They also 
heard from prosecutors 
about how that forensic 
evidence is used in trials, 
with guest instructors like 
Deputy Commonwealth’s 
Attorney Thomas 
Shia,  Assistant 
C o m m o n w e a l t h ’ s 
Attorney Carmen 
Cabrero and Deputy 
C o m m o n w e a l t h ’ s 
Attorney V aughn 
Breedlove.

Students that took the 
class in the past came 
back as assistants, like 
Emma Shearin, to earn up 
to 20 hours of communi-
ty service towards high 
school graduation.

This was the third year 
that Lenise Bazemore, a 
14-year-old rising fresh-
man at KFHS, participated 
as a student in the program. 
She said she’s enjoyed 
coming to this camp 
because she wants to one 
day be a Commonwealth’s 
Attorney herself.

“(Community Outreach 
Coordinator Joan Turner) 
just makes it feel like 
home,” Lenise said. “I 
was shy at first. This made 
me have more friends and 
socialize more.”

Their measurements, 
observations and other 
critical-thinking exercises 
at these scenes incorpo-
rated “STEM” subjects, 
Turner said, and demon-
strated the real-world 
applications of those 
skills, as well as what they 
offer in potential careers. 

Investigate: CSI
Continued from page 1

Ongoing Events

“Sign Language for Beginners” 
will be held every Thursday 
from July 18 to Aug. 29 at 
the North Suffolk Library, 
2000 Bennetts Creek Park 
Road. Each lesson will be 
from 6 to 7 p.m.

Straighten Up and Fly Right 
will have registration for the 
Suffolk Spartans football, 
cheer, dance and band 
programs for ages 4-15. 
Registration will be from 
6:30 to 8 p.m. through July 1 
at Mack Benn Jr. Elementary 
School, 1253 Nansemond 
Parkway. Call 945-3956 
or 537-4511 or visit www.
sufr757.org.

The John F. Kennedy High 
School Alumni Association 
will hold its reunion from 
July 5 to 7. All alumni from 
1966 to 1990 are invited. 
Events include a Meet and 
Greet Luau at 6 p.m. July 5 
and a picnic from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. July 6 at YMCA Camp 
Arrowhead, 249 Kenyon 
Road. A reception will be 
held at 6 p.m. July 6 at Hub 
757, 6801 Bridgeway Drive. 
Worship will take place at 10 
a.m. July 7 at First Baptist 
Church Mahan Street. 
One ticket admits one to 
all planned events. Call 
Charlene Budd at 944-1183 
for tickets. 

Registration is now open for 
Suffolk Steelers Football 
and Cheerleading squads. 
The following age groups 
are available for football: 

“Tiny Mite” for ages 5 and 
6, “Mitey Mite” for ages 7 to 
9, “Jr. Pee Wee” for ages 8 
to 10, “Pee Wee” for ages 9 
to 12, “Jr. Varsity” for ages 
10 to 13 and “Unlimited” for 
ages 13 and 14. The cheer-
leading squad is for ages 
5 to 14. Registration costs 
$75. Call Robert Faulk at 
292-5431 or Maurice Parker 
at 287-9702.

A free GED geography summer 
course will meet from 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m. every Monday 
from June 24 to Aug. 19 
at Workforce Development 
Center, Room B, 157 N. 
Main St. Must be 18 years or 
older to participate. Snacks 
and materials are provided. 
Call 514-7733.

The Suffolk Master Gardener 
Association will hold its 
annual training classes 
this fall. These will be held 
Tuesdays and Thursdays 
from 6 to 9 p.m. starting in 
early September and running 
through mid-November. The 
fee for the class is $135 and 
covers the cost of the text-
book, a background check 
and miscellaneous class 
expenses. Those interested 
must meet with coordinator 
Wanda Gerard to be inter-
viewed and to receive an 
overview of the program. 
These sessions will be held 
at 6 p.m. on July 11 and 
23 at 440 Market St. Email 
Gerard at vagardengurl1@
gmail.com for more infor-
mation.
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Thank you for 
voting us the BEST!
Happy Holidays!

Current total 
from donations: 

$23,901

$23,901

Cheer Fund

$100 In memory of Mary Donnan 
Debranski, Love, Mom and Dad
$100 Hugh, Lynn, & Vernon
In memory of Arthur Butler, Jean & Harry 
Lee Cross
$25 Joe Barnes
In memory of Sue Barnes
$300 In memory of Lynell Oliver Baker 
Love, “Pop”
$25 In memory of Andy Duck Mom & 
Dad
$50 Virginia Ashburn & Howard Goode, Jr
In memory of our deceased loved ones
$50 In memory of Sandra Holland Jones 
From her husband, sons, daughter & 
grandchildren
$100 Anonymous 
In honor of all Suffolk Police Officers
$50 Joseph Asbell 
In memory of Linda Asbell
$100 Emery & Jim 
In memory of Bobby Draper, John Claud 
& Jim Panton
$25 Mark McGahee

$5 Anonymous
$50 John & Virginia Fisher
In memory of John Harrell & Bill Hevener
$100 Kay & Don Goldberg
In memory of our parents
$100 James L. McLemore Bible Class
$250 D. B. Bowles Jewelers
$200 Austin T. Darden
$100 Suffolk Boosters Club
$250 Lawrence Trailer Service Inc.
$500 GTL Transport Co.
$500 Holiday Ice
$250 Producers Peanut Company, Inc.
$150 Nansemond Pre-Cast Concrete 
Co. Inc.
$100 William & Victoria Clanton
$75 Kelly Drewnowski

BY MAX LONZANIDA
CORRESPONDENT

Tucked away in small 
expanse of the Cedar Grove 
Cemetery is a small, non-de-
script headstone. It sits upright 
amongst a sea of memorials 
and markers that dot the near-
ly 6-acre historic cemetery, 
within sight of the Portsmouth 
Naval Medical Center in 
downtown Portsmouth.

The headstone reads sim-
ply: 

Tom Brittingham
Drummer Boy

War Between the States 
Like most of the cemetery’s 

gravesites, which date back to 
1700, they sit unnoticed for 
the better part of the year. 

That is, until last weekend, 
when Boy Scout Troop 16, 
from Driver, descended on the 
historic cemetery with near-
ly 30 scouts placing wreaths 
across the graves of veter-
ans as part of Wreaths Across 
America. 

Scout Leader Andrew 
Falkenstein said simply, “This 

FROM STAFF REPORTS
SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD

Two people were airlifted to 
a hospital with critical injuries 
after a crash on Route 58 west-
bound at the Southwest Suffolk 
Bypass on Friday afternoon.

The accident with a trac-
tor-trailer and a passenger 
vehicle happened at 2:20 p.m. 

Two 
airlifted 

after crash

Troop 16 lays wreaths 
in Portsmouth

MAX LONZANIDA PHOTO 

Boy Scouts from Troop 16 prepare to lay wreaths on Dec. 14 at Cedar Grove 
Cemetery in Portsmouth.

BY TRACY AGNEW
EDITOR

’Tis the season for “porch 
pirates” — thieves that steal 
packages delivered to people’s 
porches when they’re not home 
— and one such thief or group 
of thieves struck in the Lakeside 
and West End neighborhood near 
downtown on Thursday evening.

‘Porch pirates’ 
strike before 

holidays 

See PIRATES, 5See CHRISTMAS, 7

See GIFTS, 7

See WREATHS, 7

BY ALEX PERRY
STAFF WRITER

For its 27th year, the 
Fraternal Order of Police 
Lodge 41 made its annual 
delivery of Christmas food 

baskets to needy families in 
Suffolk and Isle of Wight on 
Friday, with help from volun-
teers and the North Main Street 
Walmart.

The lodge partnered with 
North Main Street Walmart to 

procure 25 food baskets this 
year. Each basket included 
ingredients for a delicious hol-
iday meal: a turkey, a five-
pound bag of potatoes, two 
cans of corn, two cans of green 
beans, a bag of mixed fruits, 

two cans of gravy, a box of 
stuffing mix, a package of 
rolls, one pie and one gallon 
of iced tea. 

This is the first year that the 

Law enforcement delivers Christmas cheer

BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

Why did they do this for us?
Why would they buy me a 

present? 
Those were reasonable 

questions for Kilby Shores 
Elementary School stu-
dents to ask after members 
of Community Church on 
Thursday brought 522 bags 
worth of gifts — enough for 
each student to go home with a 
full bag. 

It left the school community 
— students, teachers and staff 
alike — stunned by the church’s 
kindness and generosity.

It left many at Kilby Shores 
with smiles and tears of joy. 

“It brought tears to the eyes of 
staff and students,” said Kilby 
Shores Assistant Principal 
Jill Paraska, who, along with 
Principal Lorri Banks, knew 
Community Church was up to 
something for about a month, 
having spoken with the church’s 
Suffolk campus pastor, Romy 

Feliciano. 
But what that something was, 

and the magnitude of it, was a 
huge surprise to everyone. 

Every child, from preschool 
through fifth grade, received a 
bag of gifts.

A day after it happened, and 
given a few minutes of quiet 
after everyone had gone home 
to start their winter break, 
Paraska was still grasping for 
how to verbalize her gratitude. 

Gifts bring smiles, tears 
of joy to Kilby Shores

ALEX PERRY/SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD 

Maj. David Miles and Suffolk Sheriff’s Deputy Sandy Toby deliver a Fraternal Order of Police Lodge 41 Christmas food basket to Suffolk resident Tracey Trevathan and 
her grandson Donald Trevathan, 5, on Friday. 
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is one of the things we 
do that gives back; we’ve 
been here since 10. We 
did all the unboxing and 
set everything up. It kind 
of helps with Scout spirit, 
giving back to the com-
munity and recognizing 
veterans.” 

The Scouts, along with 
other groups from near 
and far, made quick work 
of laying wreaths. After 
an opening ceremony and 
remarks by event orga-
nizers, the Scouts feath-
ered out with handfuls 

of wreaths. At gravesites 
marked with red flags, 
each scout paused, care-
fully laid a wreath, and 
held a short moment of 
silence before smartly 
saluting. It was an action 
that was repeated through-
out the morning, as nearly 
700 wreaths were laid in 
the historic cemetery. 

Barbara Early, presi-
dent of the Cedar Grove 
Cemetery Foundation, 
expressed her gratitude for 
the Scouts, along with the 
other community groups 

that arrived on an overcast 
morning. She noted that 
this was Troop 16’s fourth 
year participating in the 
event, and she looked for-
ward to many more.

By 2 p.m., wreaths laid 
across the gravesites of 
veterans dotted the land-
scape of the historic cem-
etery, bringing to light 
the service and sacrifices 
of many, including Tom 
Brittingham, the drummer 
boy who perished during 
the War Between the 
States.

Wreaths: Boy Scouts help
Continued from page 1

Christmas: Baskets
Continued from page 1

Gifts: Church brings more than 500 gifts
Continued from page 1

lodge has partnered with 
the Walmart store for the 
food baskets, accord-
ing to Suffolk Sheriff’s 
Deputy Sandy Toby, but 
the two groups already 
had a strong partnership 
through the annual Cops 
and Kids event. 

The 18th annual Cops 
and Kids was held ear-
lier this December and 
gave 17 children — who 
may have received little 
or nothing for Christmas 
otherwise — the oppor-
tunity to shop for toys 
with law enforcement 
officers.

“To be able to part-
ner with them and their 
Lodge is a great opportu-
nity,” said Shonda Hill, 
store manager at North 
Main Street Walmart. 
“It’s a great way to be 
able to give back to the 
community.”

Approximately 12 vol-
unteers — both Suffolk 
and Isle of Wight sher-
iff’s offices among 
them, along with retired 
Suffolk Sheriff’s Office 
and Suffolk Police — 
met at the Walmart 
Friday afternoon to pack 
their vehicles and deliver 
the baskets. 

Five baskets went to 
needy families in Isle 
of Wight County, while 
the remaining 20 bas-
kets went to help Suffolk 
families.

“This is awesome,” 
Tracey Trevathan said 
when Suffolk Sheriff’s 
Deputy Toby and Maj. 
David Miles delivered 
a basket on Friday to 
Trevathan’s Suffolk res-
idence. She was joined 

at the door by Donald 
Trevathan, her 5-year-
old grandson. “Thank 
you so much.”

Toby, who will be the 
next president for the 
lodge effective Jan. 1, 
has been participating 
in these Christmas food 
deliveries for nine years. 
She’s gotten to know 
many of these families 
well, and has developed 
a great rapport with sev-
eral of them.

“I’ve actually devel-
oped great relationships 
(with) several of the 
repeat families,” she 
said. “I check on them 
throughout the year, 
and make sure that all 
is well, and see if their 
kids need anything extra. 
It’s just great community 
involvement and caring 
about what’s going on 
with them.”

“There’s great rela-
tionships that are built 
from us doing this every 
year,” said Allan Iversen 
Jr., director and state 
trustee for Lodge 41. 
Reactions from families 
that receive these bas-
kets range from simple 
“thank you’s” to teary-
eyed hugs, Iversen 
said. “This has actually 
touched the lives of a lot 
of people in the city of 
Suffolk, and we’re proud 
to do it for them.”

It’s a Lodge tradition 
every winter that helps 
more families enjoy the 
holiday season.

“Everybody should be 
happy for Christmas,” 
Toby said. “We don’t 
want anybody going 
without.”

“It’s definitely hard 
to even put into words,” 
Paraska said. “It’s above 
and beyond what anyone 
could imagine. So many 
of the kids were like, ‘Is 
this for me? Is this really 
for me? Do I get to keep 
it?’

“The joy in the kids 
— you would have hon-
estly thought that Santa, 
his reindeer and his elves 
pulled up. That’s the way 
they reacted. It was defi-
nitely that Christmas joy.”

Community Church, 
which currently meets 
in Suffolk at King’s 
Fork Middle School but 
in January will move to 
its new building at 1242 
Holland Road, arrived 
at Kilby Shores around 
lunchtime with a trailer 
filled with the bags of 
gifts. As they also have a 
church in Western Branch, 
they did the same thing for 
students of Southwestern 
Elementary School in 
Chesapeake. 

Community Church 
Senior Pastor Michael 
Brueseke said church 
members felt a great sense 
of purpose to make a dif-
ference. But even they 
were surprised by their 
impact. 

“What I think was 
unexpected, maybe for us, 
is how much the students 
and the teachers appreci-
ated everything so much,” 
Brueseke said. “It’s really 
exciting to get to know 
you’re making a differ-
ence in someone’s life, to 
make their life a little bit 
better, but the response, 
even for us, is just over-
whelming in how appre-

ciative they were.”
As church members 

began to bring the bags 
inside, the gifts began to 
fill the entry way as they 
set up to pass them out to 
the children. 

“That was the most 
impactful thing,” Paraska 
said. “Being in the lobby 
and seeing their faces 
light up.”

Administrators went 
around to all the class-
rooms and asked teach-
ers to sort the students by 
boys and girls. Teachers, 
she said, were confused 
until they got to the front 
of the school and saw 
what was before them. 

“We still never expect-
ed the degree to which 
they were going to pull 
up here,” Paraska said. 
“The amount of gifts, 
or the type of gifts that 
they brought, you really 
expected them to come 
in with a book, or a small 
toy for the kids, but it 
was really incredible. 
They came in with large 
gift bags with really great 
toys. Oh my gosh, from 
radio-controlled cars, to 
Lego sets, to interactive 
baby dolls, you can just 
imagine. If you walked 
through the toy store, just 
picked through each shelf, 
there was probably a little 
bit of everything. Each 
bag was different than the 
other.”

Community Church had 
two gifts and a book in 
each bag for every child. 

“You really would have 
thought that for each 
child, the church mem-
ber would have hand-
picked the gifts for them,” 

Paraska said. “Every gift 
was perfect for the child 
that got it. And the kids 
were thankful. There was 
not a disappointed face. 
Every single child I spoke 
to was thankful for it.”

Brueseke said many of 
the gifts were donated by 
church members, with the 
rest coming from church 
money. 

Knowing they were 
going to be sending chil-
dren home with unexpect-
ed gifts, Banks sent out a 
phone message to parents 
explaining what their chil-
dren would be bringing 
home. 

“If they missed it,” 
Paraska said, “I can just 
imagine their reaction. I 
would have loved to hear 
the conversation from the 
kids, hearing them talk 
about it.”

To show their gratitude, 
every student handwrote 
a thank-you note for the 
church and then gave 
them to Brueseke Friday 
morning. 

“Probably the question 
I heard the most from 
kids,” Paraska said, “is 
why would they do this 

for them?”
Teachers and staff 

aimed to help the students 
understand the “why,” 
Paraska said.

“We do things for 
people that we don’t 
even know,” she said. 
“That’s the whole joy of 
Christmas. That’s the act 
of kindness. … That was 
the conversation we led 
with. There’s a bigger pic-
ture out there. We don’t 
always think about our-
selves. We do nice things 
for each other.”

And the pastor answered 
very simply: “We wanted 
the students to know that 
they matter,” Brueseke 
said. “At our church, we 
have values that set our 
culture as a church and as 
a community. And one of 
them is to proclaim and 
become good news. And 
what that means for us is 
that we want to not just 
tell people about God’s 
love; we want to actual-
ly become the good news 
of God’s love by doing 
intangible things to show 
people God’s love. That’s 
what really drives us to do 
things like this.”

COURTESY OF KILBY SHORES PTA 

Community Church hands out gifts to Kilby Shores Elementary 
School students on Thursday.
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The Unity Brothers served their 
annual Thanksgiving dinner to 
seniors in November. Bottom 
row: Travis Riddick, Bruce 
Richardson and Lilton Holliman. 
Middle Row: Lamonte Eley, 
Lozie Williams, Sam Warren, 
Kelvin Gambrell, Vice President 
Robert Thorpe, Vice Mayor 
Leroy Bennett, Pastor Smith 
and President James Johnson. 
Back Row: Bobby Boone, John 
Whitehead, Ronald Whitehead, 
Alvin Wynn, Tony Malette, Terry 
Boykins, Terrance Sharpe and 
Alfonso Barnes.

The Nansemond 
Beekeepers Association is 
hosting an Introduction to 
Beekeeping (Beekeeping 
101) course. This two-day 
course will be held on 
Jan. 25 and Feb. 1 and 
will introduce beekeeping 
basics, such as Honey 
Bee biology, beekeeping 
equipment, basic colony 
management, pests, 
apiary location and local 

laws. With this informa-
tion you will be prepared 
to order equipment and 
bees and get started 
beekeeping next spring. 
It is not a complete bee-
keeping management 
course. Registration must 
be completed before Nov. 
30. For more information 
and how to register, visit 
nansemondbeekeepers.
org.

Ongoing Events
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Boy Scouts from Troop 16 based in Driver participated in the wreath-laying ceremony at Cedar Grove 
Cemetery on Dec. 14. Tom Brittingham was among the veterans honored.
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BY ALEX PERRY
STAFF WRITER

Two Suffolk firefighters 
walked westbound on Bridge 
Road under damp, overcast 
skies Tuesday morning. They 

already had 32.2 miles under 
their belt in the last few days, 
but still had roughly 100 more 
to go on foot.

Fire Medic 2 Joe Jarman, 42, 
and Lt. Travis Saunders, 39, 
are with Suffolk Fire &  Rescue 

and Suffolk Professional 
Firefighters Local 2801. They 
have 29  years of combined 
firefighting experience in 
Suffolk — 16 for Jarman and 
13 for Saunders — and they’re 
avid fundraisers for the annual 

Fill the Boot campaign, which 
raises money for the Muscular 
Dystrophy Association.

They left Suffolk Fire 
Station 5 on Bridge Road early 

FROM STAFF REPORTS
SUFFOLK NEWSHERALD

A man suffered life-threat-
ening injuries in a crash early 

Tuesday morning.
Suffolk Police and Suffolk 

Fire &  Rescue responded to 
the scene of a single-vehicle 
accident in the 29 00 block of 

Carolina Road. The crash was 
reported at 12:3 5 a.m., according 
to a city press release.

Preliminary investigation 
found that the vehicle left the 

roadway and struck a tree, the 
press release stated. The man 
driving had to be extricated by 
Suffolk Fire &  Rescue personnel. 
He was transported to Sentara 

Norfolk General Hospital.
The road was closed at that 

location for about 27 minutes.
The cause remains under 

investigation.

BY ALEX PERRY
STAFF WRITER

Everyone enjoys Philly 
cheesesteaks their own way, 
according to Ryan Byrd, owner 
of Ryan’s Steaks and Cakes on 
East Washington Street.

Byrd was born in Smithfield 
but grew up visiting family in 
Philadelphia. He said debate is 
endless for what goes best on 
the sandwich.  

The cheese alone is a point 
of discussion. Some argue 
for white American cheese, 
he said, while others say it’s 
Kraft Cheez Whiz. 

But all of the talk is settled 
on a solid foundation of tasty 
meat.

“The foundation is the 
taste of the meat,” Byrd said. 
“Besides that, it’s however 

Ray Hill
Suffolk

Sukenya Best
Richmond

Sean Kane
Richmond

Marie Baker
Suffolk

Sara Smilansky. She was 
a person who collected 
children’s art from every 
corner of the world. She 
classified the art (to show) 
similarities in all children’s 
thinking (despite differenc-
es in) language or culture.

In honor of Women’s 
History Month this 

March, what woman 
inspires you the most 

and why?
Harriet Tubman. What 

inspires me about her is 
that she risked her own 
freedom to help others get 
theirs, and during the Civil 
War she put her own life 
on the line as a guide and 
scout for the U nion.

The one that inspires me 
the most is my mother. Her 
name is Janice Best. She’s 
forever learning. She took 
over her mother’s busi-
ness after her passing. She 
became CEO for my grand-
mother’s business. It  was 
her vision to create a trade 
school for nurses.

That’d be easy. That 
would be my mom. She 
made sure that we always 
had what we needed.

BY ALEX PERRY
STAFF WRITER

Your Voice

Man injured in crash 

Tasty cakes served on 
East Washington

Firefighters step up for a cure

BY ALEX PERRY
STAFF WRITER

Relay for Life of Suffolk 
will return this May to show 
cancer survivors and those still 
fighting that they’re not alone. 
The event will be held on May 
18 at Nansemond River High 
School, 3 3 01 Nansemond 
Parkway.  

Survivors and supporters 
alike will be engaged from 
noon to 10 p.m. with laps 
around the school track, fund-
raising activities held by dif-
ferent teams, live entertain-
ment and food vendors. 

Following the opening cer-
emony at noon there will be 
non-stop laps that will include 
survivor and caregiver laps, 
along with festive alternatives 

 

 

Relay for 
Life set for 

Suffolk

See CURE, 5

See CAKES, 7

See RELAY, 7

Keep Suffolk Beautiful still is look-
ing for volunteers with kayaks and 
canoes to help with Saturday’s 
Nansemond River cleanup in 
downtown Suffolk. The cleanup 
will be from 9 a.m. to noon with 
registration starting at 8:45 
a.m. at Constant’s Wharf Park 
and Marina, 100 E. Constance 
Road. No advance registration is 
required. Volunteers to pick up 
litter on land are still welcome as 
well.  Those that want to register 
in advance or have questions can 
email littercontrol@suffolkva.us or 
call 514-7604. 

Clarifi cation

ALEX PERRY/SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD 

Suffolk Fire and Rescue’s Fire Medic 2 Joe Jarman, 42, and Lt. Travis Saunders, 39, walk across the bridge over Bennett’s Creek on Route 17  with an escort of 
support vehicles on Tuesday morning. 

ALEX PERRY/SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD  

Ryan Byrd, owner of Ryan’s Steaks and Cakes, outside of his restaurant on East 
Washington Street.
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Cure: Two firefighters walk for a cure
Continued from page 1

Tuesday morning to keep 
marching. Their sacks had 
clothes, medical supplies, 
toiletries, food, water — 
which Jarman said was 
the heaviest thing of all — 
and their boot to collect 
donations. 

They were aided by 
support vehicles and the 
gestures made by oth-
ers on and off the road. 
Drivers honked their 
horns as they drove by 
the pair on Bridge Road, 
flashing smiles and wav-
ing at them as they sped 
past. 

“That happens a lot,” 
Jarman said as he and 
Saunders marched on.

Jarman and Saunders 
began their “March for 
MDA” on Sunday when 
they started by the stat-
ue of King Neptune at 
the V irginia Beach ocean-
front. The plan is to take 
the Fill the Boot cam-
paign on the road by hik-
ing 130 miles to arrive in 
Richmond on Friday. 

Word of the journey has 
already spread, and their 
story has already raised 
awareness for the MDA. 
Each step they take only 
adds to this stir of sup-
port.

“These two guys are 
sacrificing their time 
away from family, away 
from the academy, 
away from their compa-
nies to care for others,” 
said Suffolk Fire Chief 
Michael Barakey said at 
the station Tuesday morn-
ing, “and that’s what fire-
fighters do.”

Beyond walking, ruck-
ing (exercising by walk-
ing with a weighted pack) 
and configuring their 
packs, there wasn’t much 
else they could do to pre-
pare for this undertaking, 
Saunders said. But the 
weather had been good up 
to Tuesday morning and 
there wasn’t much hassle 
thus far — aside from 
blisters on their feet.

The city of Suffolk 
teamed with the fire 
department to help escort 
them through stretches of 
road that had no sidewalks 
or parking lots. Pam King 
of Local 2801 said they’re 
keeping up with any 
“changing needs” they 

may have as they move 
closer to Richmond. 

They’ve also benefited 
from donations by both 
businesses and citizens. 
There was even a gift 
basket waiting for them 
at Station 5 when they 
arrived Monday night. 

“The biggest thing is 
making sure they have 
what they need,” King 
said, because these two 
aren’t stopping. Rain or 
shine, they’re “all in,” she 
said. 

Their spirits are lifted 
by the constant outpour-
ing of support from peo-
ple on their route, wheth-
er its pedestrians, cyclists, 
drivers or others. 

“Everybody has been 
great, (and) we’ve collect-
ed almost $200 in the past 
few days,” Saunders said. 
“We’ve had people com-
ing out of businesses and 
hunting us down. We’ve 
had people pulling over 
and getting out (of their 
cars).”

“Running out of restau-
rants,” Jarman added with 
a laugh.

The March for MDA is 
another step forward 
for the partnership 
between MDA and the 
International Association 
of Fire Fighters that 
began in 19 54, when 
IAFF vowed to keep up 
its support until a cure 
was found, according to 
the press release.

The two organizations 
are encouraging states to 
expand newborn screen-
ing programs for neuro-
muscular conditions by 
adding tests for specif-
ic disorders. This would 
give newborns with these 
conditions the best pos-
sible chance at receiving 
the care and support ser-
vices they need as early as 
possible.

Louise Z ingaro, the 
executive director of the 
MDA of Greater V irginia, 
said that this partnership 
has helped the organiza-
tion provide services to 
those affected by these 
conditions for the past 
65 years. Research has 
revealed more than six 
new treatments that help 
to slow the progress of 
these debilitating con-

ditions and build hope 
for the families that are 
affected by them.

Jarman and Saunders 
have been supporting 
MDA’s efforts in numer-
ous other ways as well, 
Z ingaro said, like cooking 
meals at camps that have 
fed dozens of children. 
Their long walk is just 
further evidence of their 
commitment.

“When you think how 
precious people’s vaca-
tion time or free time is 
these days, for them to 
give this amount of time 
for the cause and for the 
awareness is truly heart-
warming, and I think it’s 
further evidence of that 
close relationship between 
the IAFF and MDA,” she 
said.

They’re walking for 
brave individuals like 
9- year-old Cole, who has 
Duchenne muscular dys-
trophy. He’s the MDA 
ambassador that comes 
to each Suffolk Fire &  
Rescue station to remind 
the first responders why 
they’re out there to fill 
the boot, whether it’s hot, 
cold, raining or snowing, 
said.

Cole and his classmates 
from school will be trav-
eling to cheer the men on 
at some point during their 
meaningful walk. 

“The diseases that we’re 
trying to raise money for 
take the ability to walk 
away from people that are 
affected by it. We thought 
what better way to honor 
them than by walking,” 
Saunders said.

According to the 
“March for MDA” page 
on filltheboot.donor-
drive.com, $ 5,09 0 has 
been raised towards the 
$ 10,000 goal. Search 
“March for MDA” on fill-

theboot.donordrive.com 
to make a donation, and 
follow the march at face-
book.com/ marchformda. 

ALEX PERRY/SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD 

The Virginia Museum of Fine Art’s “VMFA on 
the Road” artmobile is providing Suffolk citi-
zens opportunities for a closer look at its col-
lection this week. The mobile exhibit is free 
and features 12 original Virginia artworks, 
each of which are winners of VMFA’s annu-
al Fellowship award. It’s also brought the 
museum’s former artmobile that ran from 
the 1950s to 1990s into the 21st century, 
VMFA on the Road Coordinator Sean Kane 
said, with interactive touchscreens that allow 
visitors to hear interviews with artists about 
their featured works, browse the 1,000-plus 
Fellowship winners statewide or move shapes 
and colors in an activity that shows “how far 
creativity can take you.” “This is the people 
of Virginia’s art, so it makes sense that we 
should make it more accessible,” Kane said. 
“We also want to inspire people to live more 
creative lives themselves.” VMFA on the Road 
will be in the parking lot of the Suffolk Visitor 
Center at 524 N. Main St. until Friday after-
noon. Public hours are on Wednesday from 
3:30 to 5 p.m. and Thursday from 2:30 to 5 
p.m. Call the Suffolk Art League at 925-0448 
for more information. 




