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By Paul Collins
paul.collins@martinsvillebulletin.com

Martinsville City Councilman and
former mayor Danny Turner, who has
questioned the legitimacy of the con-
tract under which Eric Monday has
served as city attorney for more than a
decade, now is asking whether there’s a
conflict of interest created by Monday’s
hiring as assistant city manager.

City Manager Leon Towarnicki on
July 1 named Monday as his assistant,
and Monday wrote then in an email
then that he would continue to serve
as attorney for the city and Martinsville
City Public Schools and accept any as-

signments from the city manager.
Monday is being paid a combined

salary of $100,190, of which $55,745
is from his now-12-year-old, rollover
contract as city attorney. Monday said
that his benefits and work require-
ments are the same as any full-time
city employee.

Monday, who also was compensated
for collecting delinquent property tax-
es, said he did not ask to be assistant
city manager, that Towarnicki asked
him if he would be interested, and after
thinking it over, he said he decided that
he was.

Council member questions if city attorney has a
conflict of interest as the assistant city manager

CITY OF MARTINSVILLE PHOTO

Eric Monday has served as city attorney for more than a decade and also
has been hired as assistant city manager.

Read full
agreements
» To read the
full employment
contract and
conflict-of-inter-
est agreement
between the city
of Martinsville
and attorney
Eric Monday,
visit www.
martinsville
bulletin.com.

Is Monday’s new role
a problem for the city?
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By Paul Collins
paul.collins@martinsvillebulletin.com

A man in Martinsville in 2017
was stopped by police while driv-
ing his own vehicle, which was
found to have drugs, guns and
money inside. He was acquitted
earlier this month. One of the pos-
sible reasons cited by prosecutors:
The video captured by the body
camera of the officer who made
the traffic stop and the arrest
hadn’t been preserved in a man-
ner that it could be used in court
years later.

How critical visual evidence was
not preserved, either by accident,
by error or by a porous process,

raised questions about how law
enforcement agencies capture
and retain video from body cam-
eras worn by the men and women
patrolling the street and how this
footage is used in prosecuting
cases.

In Henry and Patrick counties
and Martinsville, more than 100
body cameras are used by officers,
but there is no state-mandated
law or even a mutually adopted
policy to specify how all of that
footage is managed, even as state
law has specified that more pros-
ecutors be hired to deal with the
volume of evidence created by the
cameras.

There are guidelines in a “model

policy” distributed by the Virginia
Department of Criminal Justice
Services that address privacy is-
sues created by the video and
restricted-usage protections, but
that policy has been criticized by
the Virginia chapter of the Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union as possi-
bly being unfair to citizens.

The policies for body-worn cam-
eras of the Henry County and Pat-
rick County sheriff’s offices do not
include as many specific privacy
and restricted-use protections as
that DCJS’s policy, but the Mar-
tinsville Police Department’s pol-
icy is almost identical.

Answers aren’t always in focus

TAYLOR IRBY/BH MEDIA

ABOVE: An officer wears a body camera. In Henry and Patrick counties and Martinsville, more than 100 body cameras are used by officers. BELOW: A police body camera is shown.

JAY WESTCOTT/BH MEDIA

Police body-worn cameras present issues of practicality, maintenance and
fairness for county sheriff ’s offices, Martinsville police, prosecutors, public
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But, speaking generally
about the Henry County,
Martinsville and Patrick
County law enforcement
policies on body-worn
cameras – not just the pri-
vacy and restricted-use
protections aspect – sev-
eral law enforcement offi-
cials, two commonwealth’s
attorneys, a deputy public
defender and a private
lawyer expressed sup-
port for the local policies
or support for using body
cameras.

Henry County Com-
monwealth’s Attorney An-
drew Nester said the deci-
sion about whether to use
body-worn cameras at this
time is determined by a
county, city or town and is
not required by the state.

And generally the DCJS
model policy includes pro-
visions on purpose and
procedures, including use
of body-worn cameras
generally, equipment, of-
ficer/duty responsibility,
supervisor responsibility,
privacy and restricted use,
access and video reten-
tion.

It also specifies policies
for privacy and restricted
use, elements that have
come under question by
the Virginia chapter of the
American Civil Liberties
Union:

» Whenever practical
officers/deputies shall in-
form individuals they are
being recorded.

» In locations, where in-
dividuals have a reason-
able expectation of pri-
vacy, such as a residence,
individuals may decline
to be recorded unless the
recording is being made
pursuant to an investiga-
tion, arrest or search of the
residence or individuals
within the residence.

» Body-worn cameras
are not to be used in com-
munications with other
law enforcement person-
nel without permission of
the office of chief of po-
lice/sheriff or a designee;
communications involv-
ing law enforcement tac-
tical and strategic policy,
procedures or plans; en-
counters with undercover
officers/deputies and con-
fidential informants; while
conducting strip searches;
when community mem-
bers are reporting crime;
appearing before a magis-
trate; when officers/depu-
ties are on break or other-
wise engaged in personal
activities; or in restrooms
or locker rooms.

» O f f i c e r s / d e p u t i e s
must comply with indi-
vidual federal, state and
local courthouse policies
and with medical facilities
POLICIES about wearing
cameras in those building.

The local policies
“At the Henry County

Sheriff’s Office, we support
and appreciate the use
of body cameras,” Henry
County Sheriff Lane Perry
wrote in an email. “We
believe in its ability to ac-
curately capture situations
encountered by our offi-
cers. This then turns into
evidence in court, footage
for training, and can be re-
viewed to ensure fair and
impartial justice is taking
place in our community.

“Occasionally, we review
footage based upon a re-
quest and almost always
find our officers have been
very professional despite
whatever they encoun-
tered.”

Perry said in putting the
policy together, the HCSO
reviewed policies of sev-
eral different agencies and
pulled the best practices
from each.

“We wanted a compre-
hensive policy, but also
wanted it as concise as
possible so the officer can
easily read and implement
it. We’re coming up on the

5-year mark of use of body
cameras and to my knowl-
edge, we have not had an
incident that a more ex-
pansive policy would have
changed,” Perry said.

Patrick County Sheriff
Dan Smith said in an email
that his department has
followed the DCJS policy
very closely.

“Some of the language
has been changed here
and there,” he said. “But it
is overall very similar.

“The DCJS model is,
for the most part, a solid
model to follow. We obvi-
ously have to give some
discretion to the deputy
on when to record because
there would be absolutely
no way to accommodate
the vast amount of storage
otherwise.”

Nester wrote in an email
that he believes the HCSO’s
policy is comprehensive
and covers what is needed
for this jurisdiction.

“The policy does not
require the camera to be
rolling for their entire shift
and uses a ‘common sense’
approach,” he said. “I will
say that, by and large,
the deputies do a very
good job of using sound
judgment on their body-
camera use. More often
than not they err on the
side of caution and record
way more than is actually
needed or required.”

Expanded workload
Vikram Kapil, deputy

public defender for Henry
and Patrick counties and
the city of Martinsville,
wrote in an email that the
body camera is an impor-
tant issue for Virginia citi-
zens, that the General As-

sembly and
l o c a l i t i e s
have and
are paying
for law en-
forcement
body cam-
eras, and
that the

people are in favor of the
expense.

“Body cams tell the story
of encounters with police
and citizens,” Kapil said.
“Generally, our body-cam
views show our LEs [law
enforcement] to be profes-
sional and courteous.

“The viewings also show
citizens in very stressful
situations. However, with-
out camera footage, both
LE and citizens tend to
be mistaken in their rec-
ollections as to what ex-
actly happened. Body cam
helps with this.”

He noted – a point
echoed by Nester – that
the General Assembly
places such importance
with body cameras that
lawmakers have provided
additional prosecutors to
assist in reviewing footage.

“The Commonwealth
Attorneys in Henry, Mar-
tinsville and Patrick will
all expand their offices by
adding new prosecuting
attorneys to accomplish
the body cam workload,”
Kapil said. “The prosecu-
tors are obligated to under
Brady v. Maryland that if
they have knowledge of ev-
idence that tends to prove
a person is innocent they
must notify the defendant
and their counsel.

“Therefore, if they view
the encounters with body
cam and they note this
type of evidence, then they
have that duty to inform
the appropriate persons.”

Opportunity for
defense lawyers

Kapil said the burden to
review body cameras also
falls on the citizen and the
defense lawyer.

“Reviewing body cams
[is] time consuming and
many times there are mul-
tiple body cams to view
from different officers,”
he said. “Perspectives can
be different from different
angles.

“Defense counsel will
need to put in hours to
review this evidence and
especially Public Defend-
ers who at this time do
not have the additional
resources will be stretched
thin to accomplish this
work to prepare for cases.”

However, he said, body
cameras have problems,
such as when law enforce-
ment does not turn on the
camera, when footage is
not preserved, and when
there are multiple officers
but only one body cam.

“…the audio is also im-
portant — What was said,
how it was said. What was
the meaning of what was
said,” Kapil said.

“Generally, body cam
does help getting a better
picture of what happened
in an encounter. The inter-
pretation of what a judge
or jury or public is watch-
ing is still important. Tech-
nology still can’t make that
easier.”

Wren Williams, a lawyer
in Patrick County, wrote
in an email that as an at-
torney, he likes the use of
body cameras.

“Body cameras keep
everyone honest: the ac-
cused; the alleged victims;
and even the officers in-
volved,” he said. “I’m able
to see and hear what hap-
pened at the scene rather
than rely on the officer’s
memory, his/her report,
and the memories of all
the witnesses at the scene.

“A body camera can
show, from start to finish,
what was said, what hap-
pened, how each person
present acted, the timeline
of events, and what was
said between individuals.”

Williams gave this exam-

ple: In domestic disputes
between a couple, rarely
do more than two people
witness the crime, and
they are the same people
involved in the event.

“When an officer ar-
rives with a body camera,
you’re able to see the de-
meanor and the physical
appearance of the two in-
dividuals, as well as what
is being said,” he said. “At
trial, the alleged victim
may be unwilling to testify
against the accused, or he/
she may become forget-
ful of what happened….
This was once the BANE
of the Commonwealth’s
existence in domestic cas-
es, but the body camera
footage is now able to be
brought into evidence dur-
ing the trial. This evidence
is usually considered more
reliable at that point be-
cause everything captured
was done so in the heat of
the moment rather than
several months after the
event,” Williams said.

How it is used
Martinsville Common-

wealth’s Attorney Andy
Hall said there are pros
and cons regarding use
of body cameras. He said
body cams provide in-
sight as to what actually
happened that an officer
responds to, with video ac-
companied by audio.

“But therein we start to
see some of the problems
with body cam, some of
the limitations,” he said.
“We are not going actu-
ally to see what the offi-
cer sees, because we can’t
angle the camera behind
her eyes. We will see things
from an angle, so there is
no way that we are going
to see everything.

“If the officer has the
body cam positioned on
her chest, and she is 5 feet
10, that’s the angle we will
see. The body cam is sta-
tionary. It is not on a swiv-
el; it does not move.”

But Hall noted that body
cameras are mechanical
devices operated by hu-
man beings. Mechanical
devices fail on occasion,
and officers, being human,
on occasion may forget
to turn on the body cam-
eras on or to download the
content and preserve it.

“But if we do not have
body cam footage in a
case, this fact is sometimes
weaponized and used
against us in court. And it
is a very effective tactic,”
Hall said.

He did not mention any
particular case or cases.

But in that case earlier
this month, a Martinsville
Circuit Court jury acquit-
ted Will Antwan Witcher,
29, of Martinsville of pos-
session of a gun with a
Schedule I or II drug, pos-
session of a firearm by a
violent felon, distribution
of marijuana and posses-
sion of cocaine with intent
to distribute.

One of a number of fac-

tors that might possibly
have influenced the jury’s
verdict was that police of-
ficer body-camera footage
had not been preserved for
trial evidence, lawyers said
in interviews recently.

Martinsville Police Chief
Eddie Cassady said on
Aug. 14 said he didn’t have
the specifics about the
body-camera footage in
the Witcher case without
looking into it further. But
he said the police depart-
ment’s practice is to down-
load the footage at the end
of the officer’s shift. The
video file is kept on a server
for 90 days, at which time
it will be purged from the
server unless it had been
marked as evidence either
by the police department
or the commonwealth’s at-
torney’s office, which au-
tomatically preserves it.

“We do the best we can to
present cases [to the com-
monwealth’s attorney’s of-
fice and the court], to find
out the truth of what hap-
pened,” Cassady said.

Patrick County’s Smith
noted a key element of all
of this for law enforcement
agencies.

“Our biggest issue, like
everyone else, is data stor-
age,” he said. “Even with
the three-month overwrit-
ing, data storage space is
always a challenge, and
additional servers are cost-
ly, usually in the $8,000
ball park.”

The public’s rights
In 2015 the Virginia

ACLU conducted a study,
based on hundreds of re-
quests under the Virginia
Freedom of Information
Act, about the distribu-
tion of body cameras in
Virginia and the policies
employed by various agen-
cies. Its findings were used
to underscore concerns
about the rights and pri-
vacy of individuals that
could be compromised
without specific and care-
fully enforced policies for
body cameras.

Bill Farrar, director of
strategic communications
for ACLU of Virginia, wrote
in an email that that orga-
nization does not encour-
age or object to the use of
these cameras by police or
any technology.

“We do urge agencies to
adopt usage policies that
are Constitutional, in par-
ticular that protect peo-
ple’s privacy and due pro-
cess rights,” he said. “We
feel that consistency in
these local policies across
the state is critical so that
people know what to ex-
pect when they cross the
line from one jurisdiction
to the next.

“That includes rules on
when cameras are to be
used, how and when sub-
jects should be notified,
whether officers can look
at video before filing a re-
port, how long video is
retained, whether victims
and witnesses can decline
to be videoed, whether
the subject of a video is
allowed to see it, whether
police have to ask permis-
sion to use cameras inside
one’s residence, and many
other issues.”

Farrar added that po-
lice should fully embrace
the notion that when they
say body cameras are de-
ployed with intent to in-
crease transparency and
accountability, “the pub-
lic’s trust is then eroded
when video is withheld al-
most every time an officer
is accused of wrongdoing.

“We encourage local
residents to ask their law
enforcement agencies
these questions and insist
that usage policies be pub-
lished on their websites,
and also that the public be
notified and get to have a
say anytime new surveil-
lance technologies are
being considered for pur-
chase.”

Paul Collins is a reporter for the
Martinsville Bulletin. Contact him at

276-638-8801, ext. 236.

Cameras
From Page A1

BH MEDIA

A police officer wears a camera clipped to the right side of his head.

Perry SmithCassady

ACLU of Virginia’s report
» In 2015 the ACLU of Virginia gathered that
information by sending a Freedom of Infor-
mation Act request to 368 local law enforce-
ment agencies to collect existing policies for
review. The ACLU received and reviewed 59
local policies in response to these questions.
The ACLU also reviewed the DJCS model
policy.
» Its findings:
» One in six Virginia law enforcement agen-
cies use body-worn cameras.
» Only 3% of body-worn camera policies in
place required officers to inform the public
that they were being recorded. The DCJS
model policy requires only that officers
inform the public where “practical.”
» Only 5% of body-worn camera policies
in place required officers to allow a victim
of crime to decline to be filmed. The DCJS
model policy did not require officers to allow
a victim to decline to be filmed.
» Only 3% of body worn camera polices in
place prohibited the use of body-worn cam-
eras to record First Amendment protected
activities such as peaceful protests. The
DCJS model policy did not prohibit filming
First Amendment-protected activities.
» Only 5% of body-worn camera policies in

place addressed body-worn camera usage on
school grounds, and the DCJS model policy
didn’t address that.
» Only 12% of body-worn camera policies in
place prohibited the use of body-worn cam-
eras in a private residence if the residence
objects. The DCJS policy did not prohibit use
of body-worn cameras in a private residence
if the resident objects.
» The report added: While some individual
policies do a better job in addressing some or
all of these principles than others, as a whole,
the 59 local agency BWC [body-worn cam-
era] policies and DCJS BWC policy that the
ACLU of Virginia analyzed fail to ensure that
BWCs are deployed in a way that promotes
transparency, accountability and trust. The
policies often do not articulate clearly what
actions and events should be filmed, and
they miss the mark when it comes to protect-
ing the privacy of individuals in sensitive
situations. They do not properly safeguard
footage from inappropriate sharing. They
fail to provide ordinary citizens the access
to their own data to which they are entitled.
Finally, they lack mechanisms to hold officers
accountable for intentionally or unintention-
ally violating policy.”
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By Holly Kozelsky
holly.kozelsky@martinsville
bulletin.com

L inda Strange Dillard, the
first executive director of
FAHI (Fayette Area Histori-

cal Initiative), has been laid to
rest 11 years after a car crash
that left her bedridden.

Dillard died Aug. 3, and her
funeral was Saturday at St. John

Baptist Church in Axton. She
was buried in the Strange Family
Cemetery in Cascade.

Dillard was the first executive
director of FAHI, which started
about 15 years ago. Simon Spen-
cer, Tyler Millner and Ben Mur-
dock were among the founders,
according to Curtis Millner, who
joined the board later, and Bul-
letin reports.

“She was instrumental in

getting it started.
It was her brain-
child,” Millner
said. “She was
very passionate
about it, and she
worked very hard
and often uncom-
pensated. She was

just determined to get it off the
ground, and she did.”

Dillard had a knack for mo-
tivating people to be involved,
he said, and “if she couldn’t get
people to do things, she would
do them herself.”

Propelled by Dillard, the early
FAHI was involved in several
community initiatives. It revived
the June German Ball, holding
several since the first it coordi-
nated in 2005; joined in round-
table discussions and commu-
nity meetings about promoting
local history, including of the
Fayette Street area; put out a his-
tory book; hosted art exhibits;
and engaged graduate students
for potential landscape designs
for where FAHI was then set.

Johnsie Finney worked with
Dillard on FAHI before FAHI was

FAHI. They started out in a room
at the back of the MHC Cham-
ber if Commerce building before
moving to the first freestanding
location, a house on Fayette
Street around 2005.

As executive director of FAHI,
Linda worked in the center, but
when she needed to go out for
any reason she’d call Finney to
take her place, Finney said.

Finney and Dillard also
worked together to put on the
June German Ball.

Linda Strange Dillard: The power behind FAHI
Founder of Fayette Area Historical Initiative
dies 11 years after debilitating auto accident
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Dillard

By Paul Collins
paul.collins@martinsvillebulletin.com

Federal search warrants issued in July
allege that there is probable cause to be-
lieve that Dr. Vincent K. Jones, an inter-
nist from Martinsville, has been illegally
distributing controlled substances from
his family practice in Collinsville.

The warrants say Jones and others are
using his Community Family Care to dis-
tribute Schedule II and Schedule IV con-
trolled substances (namely oxycodone
and hydrocodone-acetaminophen and
possibly others) and to commit health
care fraud and wire fraud in violation of
federal law.

Searches were conducted last month at
Community Family Care, which is located
at 1856 Virginia Ave. in Holiday Shopping
Center in Collinsville, and at Jones’ pri-
mary residence at 1308 Cardinal Lane in
Martinsville.

Search warrants only describe the in-
vestigative process. Jones has not been
charged with any crimes, and investiga-
tors won’t speak about their work. But
the documents provide keen insights into

information gathered from informants
and other sources of documentation they
have sought.

Anita Sowers, task force officer with the
U.S. Department of Justice, Drug Enforce-
ment Administration’s Roanoke Tactical
Diversion Squad in Roanoke, filed the ap-
plications for search warrants.

Sowers was deputized as a task force
officer with the DEA in January 2017 and
had been employed with the city of Mar-
tinsville in 1997, serving as a corrections
deputy until 2000 when she became a po-
lice officer for the city of Martinsville.

The documents don’t specify when the
investigation began, but they refer to a
tip received about two years ago from a
confidential informant of the Martinsville
Police Department.

Feds probe Martinsville doctor
Search warrants filed by federal DEA investigators detail a deep investigation
of opioids prescribed by Dr. Vincent K. Jones from his practice in Collinsville.

PAUL COLLINS/MARTINSVILLE BULLETIN

James Crews of Fieldale, a longtime patient, looks in the window of Community Family Care. He
said he had an appointment Thursday morning and didn’t know why the office was locked.“I want
to know what’s going on,” he said.

Documents online
To read the search warrant affadavits in
this case and other documents, visit www.
martinsvillebulletin.com.
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And the executed search-
es, Sowers wrote, are based
on interviews with several
confidential informants
who described how Jones
transacted prescription
drugs outside his office,
dispensing them to at least
one person he had not
examined and how he ex-
changed medications for
sex.

The documents also state
that drugs Jones is alleged
to have prescribed were
distributed by others, who
were arrested in both Mar-
tinsville and Henry County
and indicted by grand ju-
ries.

The documents also state
that there are hundreds of
prescriptions that Jones is
alleged to have authorized
that were issued in Virginia
to three to five employees
of Community Family Care
and account for nearly
45,000 doses.

Jones earlier this year was
prohibited by the Virginia
Board of Medicine from
writing prescriptions for
Schedule II and III narcot-
ics, such as oxycodone and
hydrocodone.

An officer for the DEA re-
ferred a call seeking com-
ment to a DEA public infor-
mation officer, who has not
yet responded to requests
for information.

Brian McGinn, a public
affairs specialist for the U.S.
Attorney’s Office for the
Western District of Virginia,
wrote in an email: “There
isn’t anything we can com-
ment on in regards to the
search warrants and there
is nothing more to com-
ment on at this time.”

Jones was contacted on
Thursday at his home in
Martinsville and again out-
side his office on Friday
but said he would not com-

ment. He also declined to
say who is representing him
in this matter.

This investigation is be-
ing conducted by the same
office that earlier this year
helped to convict another
doctor from Martinsville,
Joel Smithers, of writing
hundreds of illegal pre-
scriptions for controlled
substances accounting for
more than a half-million
illegal narcotics being dis-
tributed. Smithers is facing
20 years to life in prison and
millions of dollars in fines.

The search warrants
The search warrants iden-

tify Jones as being a regis-
tered practitioner with the
DEA who has the author-
ity “to include prescribe,
order, and/or administer,
controlled substances in
Schedules 2, 2N, 3, 3N, 4
and 5 under [a certain DEA
registration number] issued
Dec. 7, 1998, with an expira-
tion date of Dec. 31, 2019.”

On May 6, 2018, Jones
received a waiver to treat a
maximum of 30 patients at
one time for maintenance

and detoxification treat-
ment of opioid addiction in
accordance with the Drug
Addiction Treatment Act of
2000.

The documents allege
that there is probable cause
to believe that certain fi-
nancial accounts held by
Jones and Community
Family Care “contain funds
that have been derived
from illegal activity and are
all subject to seizure and
forfeiture.”

The documents list a
BB&T business checking
account in the name of
Community Family Care;
and a BB&T banking ac-
count, BB&T personal
money rate savings ac-
count and BB&T personal
regular savings account
in the name of Vincent K.
Jones.

Search inventories indi-
cate that evidence seized
included:

» From Community Fam-
ily Care: computer equip-
ment (including laptops,
computer monitor, desk-
top PC), phone message
book, patient schedules,

pharmacy correspondence,
patient correspondence,
patient workup sheets,
lab requests, a list of non-
compliant patients, drug
test literature, prescrip-
tion documents, patient
appointments, dictation
tapes, CDs, scales, charts,
and other items.

» From Jones’ home: pre-
scription pads, computer
equipment (including lap-
tops and desktop comput-
ers), iPhone, bags contain-
ing green leafy substance,
patient files, visit sheets,
Department of Health Pro-
fessions information and
DHP complaints, prescrip-
tion pads, other prescrip-
tion documents and re-
cords, patient visit sheets,
and other documents.

Confidential sources
The search warrants al-

lege that at an interview
at the Martinsville Police
Department on March
14, a person identified as
“Confidential Source 3”
told Sowers and Human
and Health Services Special
Agent Robert Slease that

CS3 “had been a patient of
Jones since 2014 and was
being treated for high blood
pressure, leg pain related
to knee surgery and a torn
anterior cruciate ligament,
and back pain from a fall.
CS3 stated Jones prescribes
him/her high blood pres-
sure and cholesterol medi-
cation as well as Xanax and
oxycodone every month.

“CS3 stated that he/she
has met Jones on the street
to obtain his/her prescrip-
tions when CS3 did not
have money to pay for an
office visit or when he/she
did not have transporta-
tion. CS3 stated that Jones
would present prescrip-
tions for oxycodone and
Xanax out of the window of
Jones’ vehicle to CS3. CS3
stated on another occasion
he/she went to Jones’ resi-
dence to obtain prescrip-
tions for oxycodone and
Xanax.

“CS3 stated that Jones
had provided a prescrip-
tion for oxycodone-acet-
aminophen 5/325 for CS3’s
daughter AK. CS3 stated
that AK was not a patient of
Jones and had not been ex-
amined by Jones.

“CS3 admitted to hav-
ing a sexual relationship
with Jones. CS3 stated the
sexual relationship started
in or around 2014 and that
the encounters occur at
Jones’ residence. CS3 stated
that Jones would send CS3
text messages when Jones
wanted to meet.”

On March 14, DEA in-
vestigators interviewed the
person identified as “AK”
at the Martinsville Police
Department regarding a
prescription of oxycodone-
acetaminophen alleged to
have been written to AK by
Jones on May 15, 2018.

“According to AK, he/
she had no knowledge of
the prescription. AK stated
that he/she is not a patient
of Jones and has never met
Jones. AK stated that his/

her mother was a patient
of Jones and has been for
a few years. AK stated his/
her mother is seen monthly
by Jones and is prescribed
medication.“

Another patient of Jones,
identified in the docu-
ments as “PTH” told DEA
investigators in an inter-
view on March 14 at the
Martinsville Police Depart-
ment that he/she became
Jones’ patient in about 2017
when he prescribed 5 milli-
grams of oxycodone.

PTH said “she” knew
about the confidential in-
formant and about the
sexual relationship CS3 had
with Jones. She described
how the informant would
meet Jones for sex to get
prescriptions.

Drugs traced
elsewhere

Sowers stated in the
search warrants that
through the course of the
investigation, she learned
that several patients of
Jones were alleged to have
been distributing phar-
maceuticals prescribed to
them by Jones, and that
further investigations by
the Henry County Sheriff’s
Office and the Martinsville
Police Department resulted
in controlled purchases of
narcotics from several pa-
tients of Jones.

These people later were
“direct indicted” by grand
juries in Henry County and
Martinsville Circuit Courts
(not going through General
District Courts) and were
arrested.

The search warrants al-
lege eight patients of Jones
were arrested on charges
of unlawfully distributing
pills obtained via prescrip-
tions that Jones wrote. The
search warrants identify
those eight patients by ini-
tials: CSM, KL, SC, JF, MHS,
GH, OT, MS.

On 1,090 recent surveys,
patients rated our center
4.7 out of 5 on the quality

of their experience.

WHATOUR PATIENTS SAY

4.5 Satisfaction Rating on Google 4.8 Satisfaction Rating on Facebook

240 Riverside Drive • Bassett, VA 24055 • 276-629-1772 • StanleytownRehab.com

Liz Purcell (pictured left) has been with Stanleytown
Health & Rehabilitation Center since 1990 when the
facility first began serving patients in the Martinsville
community. She started out as a part-time receptionist,
but later moved into a full-time position on the
Admissions team and is now the Director of Discharge
Planning. She has seen Stanleytown grow through the
years, adding beautiful, state-of-the-art renovations,
with her daughter was often by her side.

Jordan Cox (pictured right), Liz’s daughter loved coming
to work with her mother as a child. She helped with
activities during the summer and as she grew older,
she started volunteering in the rehab gym. She became
passionate about the care our therapists provide and
her experience drove her to pursue a degree in Physical
Therapy. She received a company scholarship for all four
years of undergraduate school, completed her Doctorate
of Physical Therapy in 2019 and started her career at
Stanleytown shortly after.

Both Liz and Jordan began their chosen paths at
Stanleytown. Even better, they now get to work
together and use their combined abilities to help
their patients.

MEETTHETEAM BEHINDOUR AWARD-WINNING CARE.

4 Star CMS RatingWith The
State of Virginia
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Community Family Care is at 1856 Virginia Ave. in Holiday Shopping Center in Collinsville.
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After Jones’ patient MHS
was arrested, he/she told
investigators that he/she
provided a urine sample
for drug screening every
three months and that on
two occasions, he/she had
provided a urine sample
that did not contain trace
of the medication that
MHS was prescribed.

Sowers wrote in the doc-
uments that she believes
the absence of prescribed
medication in a urine sam-
ple is significant because
it can indicate that the
patient is taking the medi-
cation too quickly or is di-
verting (or selling) some of
the pills prescribed.

“MHS and other patients
of Jones did claim that their
prescription medication
is a necessity to managing
their pain,” the search war-
rants note.

MHS told investigators
that Jones advised MHS
that he/she “better have
the medication in his sys-
tem on the following drug
screen. MHS stated that
Jones did not mention nor
was any action taken fol-
lowing the two failed drug
screens,” according to the
search warrants.

Urine drug tests com-
monly are used in pain
medicine practice to de-
termine if a patient is tak-
ing illicit drugs or diverting
the drugs prescribed, the
warrants stated.

Investigators also in-
terviewed defendant GH,
who “stated that Jones ad-
ministers drug screenings
about every three months.
GH said he/she is unaware
if he/she had ever failed a
drug screen but said one
time in 2017, he/she ‘didn’t
have enough in (him/
her),’” according to search
warrants.

In another interview de-
fendant “OT” told inves-
tigators that he/she had
been a patient of Jones
for about four years and
was being treated for pain
from kidney stones and
that “he/she heard about
Jones on the street and that
Jones has a reputation of
being a physician who will
prescribe ‘whatever you
need.’”

OT told investigators that
Jones has a number of pa-
tients who are able to walk
directly into the back of-
fice area and obtain a pre-
scription, the documents
explained. OT told investi-
gators that most visits were
for approximately five
minutes. OT also stated
that Jones has posted signs
in the office stating that
patients should not come
to Jones’ house.

“OT stated that he/she
had direct knowledge that
CS3 has received prescrip-
tions from Jones on days
that the office was not
open,” the search warrants
allege.

Prior directives
The search warrants al-

lege that in a series of in-
vestigations dating back
to 2007, the Virginia Board
of Medicine at least twice
ordered Jones to undergo
continuing education re-
lated to the prescribing of
opioids.

“Nonetheless, a review
by the Department of
Health Professions [DHP]
of his patient records show
inconsistent and inade-
quate patient visits, and ef-
fective May 1, 2019, Jones
was prohibited from pre-
scribing Schedule II or III
controlled substances, and
prohibited from supervis-
ing any prescriber of such
substances by the Virginia
Board of Medicine,” the
warrants state.

In August 2016, the U.S.
Food and Drug Adminis-
tration issued a safety an-
nouncement about seri-
ous risks and death when
combining opioid pain or

cough medicine with ben-
zodiazepines.

Sowers notes in the doc-
uments that opioids and
benzodiazepines are desir-
able drugs of choice for il-
legitimate recreational use
and are a commodity in
the illicit market.

Prescriptions written
Investigators exam-

ined raw prescription
data for controlled sub-
stances filled in Virginia
between January 2014 to
January 2019 by employ-
ees of Jones’ that indi-
cate approximately 449
controlled-substance pre-
scriptions were issued or
authorized by Jones and
given to three of the five
presumed employees of
Community Family Care.

This amounted, the
documents said, to ap-
proximately 44,850 dosage
units.

The documents ex-
plained how that is alleged
to have worked:

» “Employee 1 received
247 prescriptions account-
ing for 21,910 dosage units,
138 being opioid prescrip-
tions accounting for 13,849
dosage units, and 54 times
a combination of an opioid
and benzodiazepine was
prescribed.”

» “Employee 2 received
74 prescriptions account-
ing for 7,140 dosage units,
42 being opioid prescrip-
tions accounting for 6,180
dosage units.”

» “Employee 3 received
128 prescriptions account-
ing for 15,800 dosage units,
67 being opioid prescrip-
tions accounting for 9,440
dosage units, and 56 times
a combination of an opioid
and benzodiazepine was
prescribed.”

Inside the practice
On Aug. 31, 2017, inves-

tigators spoke with a per-
son described as a “Source
of Information” (or SOI1),
who is described to have
spent about five weeks

working at Community
Family Care as an intern
between June and July of
2017.

“SOI1 recalled that some
patients never saw Jones at
all – the patients would ask
if they were going to see
Jones as SOI1 was handing
them their prescriptions
at the end of the appoint-
ment,” the documents
state. “SOI1 further stated
that he/she observed a
lot of cash at CFC and
that every patient paid
$70 in cash whether they
had insurance or not. The
SOI1 recollected several
instances where patients
complained that they were
charged multiple times for
the same visit.”

SOI1 told investigators
about several occasions
when Jones provided a pre-
scription to patients when
the SOI1 believed the pa-
tient should not have been
given one.

“SOI1 stated on one oc-
casion a patient appeared

to be intoxicated to the
point that they were un-
able to stand up and need-
ed assistance to their seat
in the waiting room,” the
warrant stated. “The pa-
tient left CFC with a pre-
scription for pain medica-
tion written by Jones.”

The sources of informa-
tion told investigators that
Jones did not give prescrip-
tions to every single pa-
tient — that some patients
left Jones’ clinic without
prescriptions.

SOI1 described a pa-
tient who was given a drug
screen, which subsequent-
ly was positive for cocaine.

“SOI1 stated that he/she
observed Jones give direc-
tions to throw the test out
and Jones then proceeded
to give the patient a pre-
scription for pain medica-
tion. The SOII stated that
Jones often skipped sched-
uled drug screening of
patients,” the search war-
rants allege.

SOI1 also told investiga-
tors that Jones was wor-
ried about patient “JS,”
who had died about four
days after his last visit.
SOI1 stated that Jones had
opted not to give JS a drug
screen on his last appoint-
ment before his death, the
search warrants allege.

“Even though he some-
times failed to give drug
screens, the SOI1 stated
that Jones would have ev-
ery patient that smoked
go through a ‘spirometry’
[breathing] test because
Jones made more from
Medicare when Jones
could bill for the test,” the
search warrants allege.

Another informant, iden-
tified in documents as CS2,
met with investigators
on May 30, 2018, and de-
scribed how the patients
were processed at Com-
munity Family Care.

CS2 said that appoint-
ments would be scheduled
at 8 a.m. but that Jones
wouldn’t arrive until ap-
proximately 10 a.m. By
that time there were about
20 patients. CS2 said an
employee would call pa-
tients into an exam room.
That employee would take
blood pressure before
Jones came in.

“CS2 stated that Jones
will come in the exam
room and ask if a prescrip-
tion is needed. CS2 stated
that Jones never asks about
the patient’s medical con-
dition. CS2 stated that he/
she has seen patient files in
the office but has not seen
Jones bring patient files
into an exam room with
him,” the search warrants
allege.

Tip in Martinsville
Beginning in or about

August 2017, federal in-
vestigators received infor-
mation from Lt. Richard
Barrow of the Martinsville
Police Department Special
Investigation Unit stating
that a confidential infor-

mant for that unit allegedly
was able to purchase ille-
gally on the street Schedule
II controlled pain medica-
tion from an employee of
Community Family Care.

The documents name a
specific employee of the
practice, but the records
are unclear what that per-
son’s role is and why that
specific employee is the
only one named. Neither
Jones nor someone who
answered the locked door
of the practice on Friday
would address that em-
ployee’s role. Messages
left by the Bulletin seeking
comment from that em-
ployee drew no response.

According to this con-
fidential informant, that
employee “acts as a spon-
sor by paying for patients’
appointments in exchange
for the patient supplying
that employee with a por-
tion of the patient’s pre-
scription,” the search war-
rants allege.

The Martinsville Police
Department’s confidential
informant “stated that if a
patient was worried about
passing a urine drug test,
[the employee mentioned
above] would tell Jones to
bypass the drug screen,”
the search warrants allege.

The introduction to the
search warrants allege, in
part: “There is probable
cause … to believe that
Vincent K. Jones, MD, and
[others known and yet
known] are operating busi-
nesses and/or managing
bank accounts in further-
ance of a conspiracy to
distribute Schedule II and
Schedule IV controlled
substances (namely oxy-
codone and hydrocodone-
acetaminophen and possi-
bly others)….”

It’s a federal case
Community Family

Care was closed Thursday
morning when a Mar-
tinsville Bulletin reporter
stopped by there. At one
point, James Crews of Fiel-
dale, a longtime patient,
stopped by and looked in
the window of the locked
front door. He said he had
come by because he had
an appointment.

“I want to know what’s
going on,” Crews said, re-
ferring to the office being
closed.

Crews called the office
phone number on his cell
phone while he was stand-
ing there. Crews said Dr.
Jones’ son answered and
told him the office would
be open the next day (Fri-
day). An employee on Fri-
day told the Bulletin that
the office routinely closes
when no patients are
scheduled.

A Bulletin reporter drove
to Jones’ house Thursday
after leaving the site of
Community Family Care.
Jones came to the door of
his home and the reporter
told him that he wanted to
give Jones an opportunity
to tell his side. Jones asked
if this could be done at an-
other time and he took the
reporter’s contact informa-
tion.

On Friday, Jones was
locking the door and de-
parting his office shortly
after noon when a Bulletin
reporter asked him ques-
tions. He declined to pro-
vide answers.

Martinsville Police Chief
Eddie Cassady declined
to comment about the in-
vestigation, saying, “I can-
not comment on a federal
case,” although he conced-
ed that he is not legally
prohibited from discussing
matters involving his de-
partment.

He referred questions to
the U.S. Attorney’s Office
in Roanoke and the Drug
Enforcement Administra-
tion.

Martinsville Common-
wealth’s Attorney Andy
Hall has not responded to
a request for comment.

Paul Collins is a reporter for the
Martinsville Bulletin. Contact him at

276-638-8801, ext. 236.
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Search warrants
The search warrants allege these eight

patients of Dr. Vincent K. Jones were arrested
on charges of unlawfully distributing pills
obtained via prescriptions that Jones wrote
(they are identified only by initials): CSM, KL,
SC, JF, MHS, GH, OT. MS.
» On March 21, 2018, CSM was arrested
by the Henry County Sheriff’s Office on a
charge of distribution of oxycodone. Accord-
ing to the Virginia Prescription Monitoring
Program (VAPMP) database, CSM allegedly
received 11 prescriptions for oxycodone
HCL 10mg tablets totaling 1,290 dosage
units, two prescriptions for oxycodone HCL
5mg tablets totaling 120 dosage units from
January 2017 to March 2018 that were
prescribed by Jones.
» On Nov. 8, 2018, KL was arrested on a
charge of distribution of hydrocodone-
second offense and a charge of distribution
of fentanyl-second offense. According to
VAPMP, KL did not receive hydrocodone or
fentanyl but did receive five prescriptions
for oxycodone HCL 15mg tablets total-
ing 390 dosage units, 15 prescriptions for
oxycodone HCL 10mg tablets totaling 390
dosage units, 15 prescriptions for oxyco-
done HCL 10mg tablets totaling 1,070 units,
two prescriptions for oxycodone HCL 5mg
tablets totaling 120 dosage units from June
2017 through October 2018 prescribed by
Jones.
» SC was arrested on three charges of
distribution of oxycodone. SC received four
prescriptions of oxycodone-acetaminophen
10-325 for a total of 240 dosage units on
Dec. 18, 2017, and the charges for the of-
fense allegedly happened on Dec. 20 and
21, 2017. SC received 13 prescriptions of
oxycodone-acetaminophen 5-325 for a total
of 780 dosage units. According to VAPMP
database, the prescription was filled on
Jan. 16, 2018, and the offense date for the
charge happened on the same date. All the
prescriptions were prescribed by Jones.
» JF was arrested on one charge of distribu-
tion of Alprazolam and two charges of distri-
bution of oxycodone. According to VAPMP
database, JF received four prescriptions for
oxycodone HCL 10mg for a total of 240 dos-
age units, four prescriptions for oxycodone
HCL 15mg for a total of 240 dosage units,
three prescriptions for oxycodone HCL
20mg for a total of 360 dosage units, eight
prescriptions for oxycodone HCL 30mg for
a total of 960 dosage units, 11 prescriptions
for Alprazolam 1mg for a total of 720 dosage
units, three prescriptions for Alprazolam

.25mg for a total of 180 dosage units and
five prescriptions for Alprazolam .5mg for
a total of 300 dosage units from January
2017 through November 2018, all of which
allegedly were prescribed by Jones.
» MHS was arrested on two charges of
distribution of hydrocodone. According to
VAPMP database, MHS received 18 pre-
scriptions for hydrocodone-acetaminophen
10-325mg for a total of 2,160 dosage units
and four prescriptions for hydrocodone-
acetaminophen 5-325mg for a total of 480
dosage units from January 2017 through
October 2018. One prescription was filled on
June 18, 2017, and the offense date leading
to the charge was on June 19, 2017. Another
prescription was filled on July 18, 2017. All
prescriptions were prescribed by Jones.
» GH was arrested on charges of dis-
tribution of oxycodone, distribution of
methadone and conspiracy to distribute
oxycodone. According to VAPMP database,
GH received one prescription for oxycodone
HCL 30mg for a total of 120 dosage units, 13
prescriptions for oxycodone HCL ER 80mg
for a total of 1,170 dosage units and nine
prescriptions for OxyContin 80mg for a to-
tal of 780 dosage units prescribed by Jones.
A prescription for oxycodone was filled on
Dec. 15, 2017 and the offense date for the
charge happened on the same date.
» OT was arrested on charges of distribu-
tion of morphine-second offense, distribu-
tion of hydrocodone-second offense and
distribution of oxycodone-second offense.
OT received 24 prescriptions for oxycodone
HCL 10mg for a total of 2,010 dosage units
from January 2017 through November 2018
prescribed by Jones, according to VAPMP
database. A prescription for oxycodone was
written by Jones and filled on Jan. 19, 2018,
the same date as the offense date, accord-
ing to VAPMP.
» MS was arrested on two charges of
distribution of hydrocodone. MS received
12 prescriptions for hydrocodone-acet-
aminophen 5-325 for a total of 720 dosage
units and 10 prescriptions for hydrocodone-
acetaminophen 10-325 for a total of 900
dosage units from January 2017 through
October 2018 prescribed by Jones, accord-
ing to VAPMP database. A prescription for
hydrocodone-acetaminophen 5-325mg was
filled on Oct. 25, 2017 and the offense date
for the charge occurred on Oct. 26, 2017, ac-
cording to VAPMP. Another prescription for
hydrocodone-acetaminophen 5-325mg was
filled Dec. 24, 2017, prescribed by Jones.
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This shows part of the waiting area at Community Family Care, as seen through a front window.
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By Paul Collins
paul.collins@martinsville
bulletin.com

RIDGEWAY – After more than
four hours of waiting and having
secured the release of a hostage,
members of a Henry County
Sheriff’s SWAT team battered
their way into a motel room and
found the man they wanted hid-
ing in a closet.

And thus ended a tense Friday
afternoon at the King’s Court
motel on Greensboro Road,
where Ravindra H. Patel, 50, the
motel’s manager, was trying to
avoid immigration paperwork
from the U.S. Immigration and
Customs Enforcement and the
U.S. Marshals Service.

Patel retreated Friday morn-
ing into his room behind the
motel’s office and kept with him

a woman who
lived with him.
And he didn’t
come out.

The sheriff’s
office was called
just before noon
because of the
abduction. They

were not certain if Patel was
armed or the severity of the
threat to the woman. And thus
began the peaceful effort to win
her release.

Immigration arrest turns into standoff

Patel

PAUL COLLINS/
MARTINSVILLE

BULLETIN

Man holds woman hostage, barricades himself
in motel before SWAT batters in to arrest him
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A standoff
occurred
Friday at

the King’s
Court motel,

where
Ravindra H.

Patel, 50,
the motel’s

manager,
was trying

to avoid
immigration

paperwork.

By Cara Cooper
cara.cooper@martinsvillebulletin.com

The dreams of being a mixed
martial arts fighter started for Tony
Gravely when he was about 6 or 7
years old.

Dreams of being a professional
fighter in the Ultimate Fighting
Championship. Dreams of get-
ting signed to a professional con-
tract. Dreams of hearing them an-
nounce his name as he walked into
the ring.

That dream now is a reality.
Gravely was signed by the UFC

on Aug. 13, and he is awaiting word
on when he will have his first fight
as a UFC professional.

Gravely was born and raised in
Martinsville and started taking
taekwondo lessons from his dad
when he was about 3 or 4. Those
are some of his earliest memories.
He was barely old enough to walk.

He started wrestling in middle
school and followed the sport
through school, winning two state
championships at Magna Vista be-

fore graduating in 2009 and receiv-
ing a scholarship to Appalachian
State.

He said he kept dreaming of
UFC, which was growing in popu-
larity and scale, but was unable to
move to mixed martial arts until
after college.

UFC is a mixed martial arts pro-
motion company that started
in 1993. Sixty-five fighters have
signed contracts to join UFC so far
this year, and the league has nearly
600 fighters signed worldwide.

Gravely graduated from Appala-
chian State with a degree in con-
struction management, but he said
working as a construction project
manager was never his passion.

In the back of his mind, he al-
ways wanted to fight.

“I pretty much went to college
just to wrestle,” Gravely said. “I
wanted to wrestle. I had no idea
what I wanted to do. I picked
something that really wasn’t for
me.”

He wrestles with career in fighting

PhOTO CONTRIBUTEd By TONy GRAVELy

Tony Gravely was given a UFC contract after competing on Dana White’s Contender Series.

BULLETIN fILE PhOTOS

Tony Gravely was a stalwart wrestler at Magna Vista High where he celebrated titles such as
the 100-pound class in 2009 (left) and pinned James Rivers’ Tyler Gore in the 112 weight class
semifinals in 2008.

Martinsville native Tony Gravely long has
wanted to make a career as an ultimate fighter.
He recently signed a contract to get that chance.
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In the early afternoon, just
before deputies were preparing
the break into the room to res-
cue her, the woman walked out
unharmed. But Patel stayed in-
side. The waiting game contin-
ued.

After an arrest warrant and a
search warrant were obtained
at about 3:45 p.m., the SWAT
team entered the motel through
its unlocked front door. Depu-
ties then used a ram to enter
the portion of the motel that is
the manager’s residence and ar-
rested Patel. The whole incident
took about five minutes.

“Once he was discovered, he
was taken into custody without
further incident,” Sheriff’s Capt.
Wayne Davis said.

Patel, whose address was list-
ed as the same as the motel’s,
6570 Greensboro Road, was
charged with abduction (felony)
and obstruction of justice (mis-

demeanor). He is currently held
in the Henry County Jail without
bond.

At least one machete was
found in Patel’s residence, Davis
said. A release from the sheriff’s
office did not specify any weap-
ons having been recovered.

Davis said the woman shared
Patel’s residence. He wouldn’t
reveal her name or any addi-
tional information about her.

The standoff lasted about 4½
hours. Davis said the hotel was
evacuated (he estimated about
10 people), and the sheriff’s
office brought in its armored
rescue vehicle. Traffic also was
stopped on U.S. 220 while the
SWAT team was conducting its
operation.

No shots were fired and there
were no injuries. Two dogs on
the scene were removed without
incident.

The strip motel was cordoned
off by yellow crime tape, and a
variety of tactical vehicles were
in the parking lot from just be-
fore noon. Traffic for most of the
day proceeded unimpeded on

U.S. 220, but the general public
was kept at a distance.

The Sheriff’s Office was as-
sisted by Martinsville Police De-
partment. Henry County Public
Safety, Ridgeway Fire Depart-
ment, Ridgeway Rescue Squad
and the Virginia State Police
were on scene. VSP handled the
traffic interruption on U.S. 220
during the raid.

The motel has been the site of
two earlier drug-related search
warrants executed by the sher-
iff’s office, but the actions on
Friday were not related to drugs,
Davis said.

Henry County Sheriff Lane
Perry said the situation escalat-
ed between 11:30 and 11:45 a.m.
when his office was notified of
the hostage situation.

“When he took the woman,
and she couldn’t leave, now we
have an abduction,” Perry said.
“That’s when we came down
with the concerns, we want to
get him out safely, but now you
have someone against their free
that is inside, but she was able
to get out safely.

“The person went back into
the hotel, wouldn’t come out.
As they [agents] were trying to
work with the individual, we get
communications that a woman
is now inside with him and can’t
leave of her own free will. We re-
sponded.”

Perry said there were vari-
ous communications when Pa-
tel would come to the window,
when he confirmed the woman
was inside.

“Then he wouldn’t come to the
window anymore. She would
come and said, she actually even
held up a note at one point that
said, ‘I’m scared. He has a gun.’
But she wouldn’t come out.”

Perry said agents were within
minutes of forcing their way into
the room when she emerged
and sought safety. He said she
didn’t need medical attention to
his knowledge and that she was
being interviewed by investiga-
tors.

“We had periodic attempts to
communicate through the PA,”
Perry said. “We’ve tried his cell
phone. … Our foremost con-

cern is we want everyone to be
safe. We don’t want to harm any-
one and we do not want to be
harmed.”

Perry also had said he was
concerned because there were
two dogs belonging to the hotel
in the room with the suspect.

“We don’t want to harm the
animals, but we also don’t want
our officers aggressively hurt by
protective dogs,” he said.

Other than residents of the
motel, Perry said he didn’t know
if anyone in the area had to be
evacuated. He said that custom-
ers at Clarence’s Seafood Res-
taurant next door were asked
“not to work on this end” of the
grounds. One guest reported
that they were asked to leave by
a rear entrance.

“We did make a sweep of what
[hotel] rooms we could effi-
ciently,” he said. “We don’t know
100 percent that we’ve hit every
room, but we are watching and
making sure.”

Paul Collins is a reporter for the Martinsville
Bulletin. Contact him at 276-638-8801,

ext. 236.
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‘What’s the hold up?’
Gravely started training in

MMA after graduating from
App State, and soon he was
fighting as an amateur. But,
not getting paid to fight, the
sport was just a hobby at
first. The long hours at work
coupled with 2-3 additional
hours at the gym made for
long days, and Gravely kept
up that schedule for about a
year and a half.

Eventually, he was able
to turn professional, but he
still maintained his full-time
construction job.

It was in 2016 when he sat
down with his wife, Kayla,
and both their parents to
discuss turning his focus to
fighting.

“I think I had three pro
fights and I was like, ‘Man, if
I could just do this and just
train full time, be a profes-
sional fighter, just fight and
that’s all I did I would be so
much better,’” he said.“I was
talking to my wife, and I was
like, if I could do anything
with my life it would either
be fighting related, wrestling
related, or do something
with kids or animals be-
cause I love kids and I love
animals. So we talked about
it ... and finally somehow I
let them convince me to be
a full-time fighter. Just train
full time, fight full time.”

The switch was difficult at
first for Gravely and his wife.
They went from two steady
incomes to just one. Kayla
Gravely was working at a
school, but she also quit to
take a job at a daycare that
would be more lenient with
letting her off work to go to
Gravely’s fights. That was
another pay decrease.

“That was really rough as
far as you get comfortable
with a certain amount of in-
come and being able to do
all this stuff with your mon-
ey, especially when you’re
young and you start getting
money,” Gravely said. “And
you go from that to, oh now
it’s one-fourth or one-third
of what we used to be mak-
ing.”

The money situation was
rough enough, but train-
ing for MMA full time was
rougher. Win or lose, he was
putting his body on the line
every fight. Sometimes it
was almost too much.

“It’s been a long journey.
... I’ve hit my bumps, my
low points where there have
been times where I wanted
to quit, I thought about quit-
ting, and I didn’t for multiple
reasons,” he said. “I had to
remember why I started
doing this. And my wife
wouldn’t let me quit, my
family wouldn’t let me quit,
and they still believed in me.
Even at my low points they
still believed that I could do
what I said I was going to
do.”

His lowest point came
about two years ago. His

break came earlier this sum-
mer.

Gravely was invited to
compete on Dana White’s
Contender Series. White, the
president of UFC, invites 10
up-and-coming fighters and
top prospects to compete in
what Gravely called a “job
interview” of sorts. There
are no guaranteed contracts
given out to winners after
five fights, but White will
offer contracts to fighters
who he feels are good from
a business standpoint: fight-
ers with good personalities,
exciting and popular with
fans, as well as skilled in the
octagon.

Following this season,
White offered contracts to
four fighters on the Con-
tender Series. Gravely was
one of them.

“That makes me feel so
much better that I was cho-
sen by the president him-

self,” Gravely said.
Finally signing his UFC

contract was a weight lifted
off Gravely’s shoulder. Go-
ing into each fight, the fear
of losing and getting pushed
further away from your
dream of making a living in
the sport gets ever more dif-
ficult.

But after more than two
years since quitting his job
to focus on MMA full time,
he said, “It’s about time.”

“It seemed like it was so far
away and it was impossible,
and I got to a point where I
was like, ‘It’s going to hap-
pen I just don’t know when,’”
he said. “And it got to a point
where I was like, ‘Man, hurry
up already. When’s it going
to happen? What’s the hold
up?’”

Representing
Martinsvillle

In every interview and

at every fight, Gravely has
made sure to mention his
hometown and be a good
representative for Martins-
ville and Henry County.

Even though he doesn’t
live here anymore – he
lives in Radford and trains
at Tech MMA and Fitness
Academy, where he also
teaches kids and adults and
works as a personal trainer
– Martinsville will always
be home, and he said he is
thankful those he grew up
with are following his ca-
reer.

With very few UFC fight-
ers from Virginia, and none
from the southern part
of the state, Gravely said
he knows he’s represent-
ing more than just himself
when he fights.

“I take pride in that,” he
said. “I always make sure
that I represent Virginia
and especially small towns.

Every time I get a chance
to talk I always talk about
Martinsville and being
from Virginia and all the
small-town people.

“I feel like it helps inspire
people or motivate people.
Just because they’re from a
small town or a small gym
and don’t think they have a
lot of opportunities doesn’t
mean they can’t go on to do
cool things or big things or
whatever it is they want to
do.”

From his wife to his fam-
ily, coaches, teammates,
and neighbors back home,
no one has given up on
Gravely, and he’s felt the
support from home every
time he fights.

With each of his fights
getting bigger and bigger,
the more fans he draws.

“The amount of support
I’ve received from them,
people I’ve never met be-

fore watching my fights.
People that aren’t even
fans of mixed martial arts
watching my fights just
because somebody from
Martinsville was there. It
just means a lot to have
support from everybody
and everybody from my
community to watch not
just me but to watch some-
thing positive and unite for
something felt really good
to me.”

What’s next
Gravely hasn’t heard

when his first official UFC
fight will be, but he’s hop-
ing to get at least one in be-
fore the end of the year.

Whenever that happens,
he will get to hear his name
announced as a UFC fight-
er, and his dream from his
childhood will finally be a
reality.

It may only have been
two years, but to Gravely it
seems like a long time, es-
pecially given the number
of fights he has had and
the struggles he has gone
through to get to this point.

He said his hope is maybe
some other young athletes
in a small town in Virginia
will watch him and get
their own dreams. He’s
proof that working hard
will get you there one day.

“As a child, this is what I
wanted to do. My dad and
I would watch it and this
is what I always wanted
to do,” he said. “It’s what I
told them I was going to go
do when I was six or seven
years old. I don’t know if I
really meant it, but I said it
and as a I got older I really
meant it.

“To finally get to this
point, it’s really surreal.”

Cara Cooper is the sports editor
of the Martinsville Bulletin. You

can reach her at (276)638-8801
ext. 241.
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Photo ContriButed BY tonY GravelY

Tony Gravely competes on Dana White’s Contender Series, a show that takes up-and-coming UFC fighters and gives them a chance to compete for a UFC con-
tract from the league’s president.

Bulletin File Photo

Appalachian State wrestler Tony Gravely (left) of Martinsville takes the mat for one of three matches, all of which he won, on
his way to a SoCon title in 2010.
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