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CIVIL RIGHTS IN ALEXANDRIA
Jones v. The School Board of Alexandria

This is the 
third installment 

in an ongoing 
series about 

civil rights in 
Alexandria.

PHOTO/GETTY IMAGES
Above: Kathryn Turner enters a car after her first day at William Ramsay Elementary the day after Alexan-
dria schools integrated.   Right: An article written by Edward Peeks lists the children who integrated city 
schools and the parents who accompanied them. It was published in the Afro-American on Feb. 21, 1959.

The day two sisters proved 
T.C. Williams wrong

Introducing Pirate, Alexandria’s 
own Puppy Bowl XV competitor. 

Don’t be fooled by those big 
brown eyes, though — this 
Animal Welfare League of 

Alexandria alum plays ruff. 

Read the full story on page 10.

PUPPY 
BOWL XV

PHOTO/SHELLEY CASTLE PHOTOGRAPHY

Former superintendent 
opposed desegregation 
lawsuit 60 years ago

BY JIM MCELHATTON

Sixty years ago next week, 
the namesake of Alexandria’s 
only public high school – for-
mer superintendent Thomas 

Chambliss “T.C.” Williams – 
appeared in a federal court-
room to defend the policies 
that preserved segregation in 
the city’s public schools.

Unreported at the time, the 
schools chief, in his initial de-
nial of the students’ application 

SEE CIVIL RIGHTS | 4
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Winter Inspections 
Special

$69.95 per system

www.rbincorporated.com

• Alexandria, VA residents only
• Cannot be combined with any other 
   offers/coupons.
• Ask one of our service representatives  
   how to apply this to an Assured  
   Service Agreement.
• Some exclusions may apply.

Serving your neighborhood  since 1980

703-683-1996
Heating & Air Conditioning

This 5-year-old Calico cat is certainly the delight of the 
AWLA cat adoptions room, and her pretty portrait may be 

irresistible to any potential adopters.

Everyone loves Lena, even our dogs, gingham and 
otherwise.  Calicos, to those who love them, are a very 
special breed of cat, and to know them is to love them.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ABOUT LENA, PLEASE CONTACT 
THE AWLA AT  703-746-4774 or visit:  www.alexnadriaanimals.org.

THANK YOU

~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Special Needs ~
Extra patience may be required to adopt Flash. At 

age 4, he is energetic, and needs encouragement to 
slow down.

 
He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s 
important; be happy each day, and love those 

around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes 
for a home of his own to share the love.

 
For iNFo about alexaNdria’S adoptable 
petS, pleaSe viSit www.alexandriaanimals.org.

tHaNK You

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

R E A L T O R S®

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is brought to you by Diann Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and people, too.

      www.diannhicks.com

~  The Calico Cat & The Gingham Dog ~ 

to attend all-white schools, 
deemed the prospect of black 
and white students sitting in 
class together “a very ques-
tionable situation.” Williams 
later refused to say under 
oath whether he personally 
agreed with segregation one 
way or another.

Ultimately, a federal 
judge denied the school sys-
tem’s bid to reject the ap-
plications of nine out of 14 
black students seeking to 
attend white schools during 
the 1958-59 school year. On 
the day of that decision, 
Feb. 10, 1959 – more than 
four years after the Supreme 
Court’s “Brown v. Board of 
Education” ruling – racial 
barriers in Alexandria pub-
lic schools quietly fell. There 
were no riots. There were 
no massive demonstrations. 
Except for reporters and po-
lice, few citizens bothered to 
show up when school opened 
that day.

On one hand, the lawsuit 
that integrated Alexandria 
schools, “Jones v. the School 
Board of Alexandria,” re-
flects a sad chapter in the 
city’s civil rights history. 
After all, court records and 

transcripts in the case at 
the National Archives reveal 
troubling testimony by Wil-
liams and legal arguments 
steeped in a time of segre-
gation.

But the case files, in-
cluding report cards and 
handwritten teacher notes 
about the students who 
would literally change the 
face of education in Alexan-
dria, also provide, perhaps, 
a much more important and 
enduring lesson. It is about 
the resilience of children to 
change history.

“Going into that school 
and being able to raise your 
hand in class and have your 
homework right gave me the 
feeling I was OK,” Kathryn 

Turner, one of the first nine 
black students to integrate 
city public schools, said. 

Walking alongside Turn-
er on the misty February 
morning, past police bar-
ricades, was her younger 
sister, second grader San-
dra Turner (now Bond) and 
brother Gerald Turner, who 
was in first grade. Bond still 
remembers the police dogs, 
angry white parents and 
shouting reporters. More 
than anything, though, she 
recalls a deep sense of isola-
tion in her new school.

“I think I was focused on 
making sure I had on my fa-
vorite coat and being appre-
hensive,” Bond said. “Just 
hoping we wouldn’t be in 
any jeopardy that day.”

The Turners were not 
alone. Other families – Lo-
max, Hundley, Ragland, 
Taylor, Jones – were also 
part of the lawsuit. (When 
Williams learned Blois Hun-
dley, an African American 
school cook, had children 
in the lawsuit, he fired her, 
offering her job back only 
after intense backlash. She 
declined.) 

In court papers, the le-
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Kathryn Turner. 
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gal arguments put forth by 
the school district to justify 
blocking the Turner children 
and others from transferring 
to white schools are hard to 
follow, at least two genera-
tions removed.

The school arguments 
were sometimes complete-
ly unrelated to grades. In 
short, though, Williams and 
the school board argued that 
these black students, along 
with the schools they sought 
to attend, simply were not 
ready. 

One sign of how much 
things have changed since 
then is Alexandria’s new su-
perintendent, Dr. Gregory 
Hutchings, Ed.D., who is an 
African American T.C. Wil-
liams graduate. Hutchings 
oversees a school district 
that would be unrecogniz-
able to Williams today, with 
students from 114 different 
countries and a myriad of 
racial and socioeconomic 
backgrounds.

Hutchings said in a state-
ment that ACPS should not 
shy away from “uncomfort-

able conversations” about 
equity in schools, then or 
now.

“Even though our city 
and nation have made some 
significant progress in re-
gards to race relations, there 
is no doubt in my mind that 
we still have a long way to 
go to ensure equity in our 
public schools,” Hutchings 
said in the statement, noting 
that equity is not just about 
race but resources, funding, 
academic opportunities and 
other issues.

As for the Turners, they 
went on to excel in school.

Kathryn Turner, who 
eventually earned a degree 
in chemistry from Howard 
University, has had a long 
and successful career. She 
is the chief executive officer 
of a large technology com-
pany, Standard Technology, 
Inc., and she’s served on the 
boards of publicly traded 

companies as well as local 
charitable organizations. 

Bond spent part of her 
professional career covering 
desegregation in Boston as a 
photojournalist. 

The sisters’ memories 
of that momentous day 60 
years ago are as different as 
they are vivid.

Segregated  

Alexandria 

In the late 1950s, the 
Turner family lived in the 
Lincolnia section of Alex-
andria, which back then 
was mostly rural farmland 
before the development and 
construction of Landmark 
Mall pushed farmers away a 
few years later.

Edith and George Turner 
met while George was sta-
tioned at Camp Lee during 
his time in the service. 

500 Montgomery St, Ste. 575
Alexandria, VA 22314

703-214-2085 
www.EvolutioLaw.com

With G. Christopher Wright you 
get two sets of expertise:  

Attorney at Law and C.P.A.

Make an appointment today!

Friendly • Professional • Trusted
Serving Virginia, Maryland and D.C. 

Tax Services  
and Preparation  
for Individuals,  
Non Profits and 
Businesses
Wills, Estates and 
Trusts, Probate  
and Trust Litigation

Don’t       Procrastinate
Get your legal needs in order

TEN THOUSAND VILLAGES Print Ad Template

3 column (6.37”) x 6“

Valentine’s 2019 — Amethyst Jewelry + Valentine’s Sale
Sample barcode shown in ad.  
Stores, please request barcode file from Marketing
http://thewire.tenthousandvillages.com/node/23462

© Ten Thousand Villages 

      Permission to use this resource as it appears adding your store information.  
Any alterations or use of graphic elements apart from this design must be approved by  
the Ten Thousand Villages Marketing Department, (717) 859-8170. 

 *  Resources are now available to internal audiences on The Village Wire, Ten Thousand Villages’ intranet site.  
If you do not have a login and user password, contact Customer Service, who will set up your access rights.

 Electronic files for this ad are available in Adobe InDesign® CS5 and Adobe Acrobat PDF 7.0.

Artisans have been paid in full.  Offer valid on select merchandise at participating stores and online from 2/6/19-2/14/19. 
Discount applied online at checkout. Not valid online or with other offers or discounts.

20% OFF
jewelry and select gifts

FEB RU ARY  6  -  1 4

Be lovexoxo

915 King St, Alexandria, VA 22314

Belle View Shopping Center 1510-A Belle View Blvd. • Alexandria 
703.660.6085 • dishesofindia.com

Belle View Shopping Center, 1510-A Belle View Blvd., Alexandria 
703.660.6085 • www.dishesofindia.com

Every Super Bowl 
Party needs  

Tandoori Chicken 
Wing Platters! 

More Party Platters 
available too!
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DOCUMENT/JONES V. SCHOOL BOARD CASE FILES, NATIONAL ARCHIVES
Academics were only one small piece of the overall, highly subjec-
tive criteria Alexandria's school board relied upon to reject transfer 
applications of black students seeking to attend white schools in 
the late 1950s.
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George Turner never grad-
uated from high school. His 
wife earned a master’s de-
gree. They had three chil-
dren. The family attend-
ed Mount Pleasant Baptist 
Church in Franconia run by 
Edith Turner’s cousin Mil-
ton Sheppard. Sheppard and 
the Turners were active in 
the local NAACP.

Neither Bond nor Kath-
ryn Turner remember ever 
being asked if they want-
ed to go to a whites-only 
school.

“In my family, we were 
told to do it,” Turner said. 
“This is what we’re going to 
do. And you’ll be fine.”

Not just any student 
was asked to be part of the 
NAACP lawsuit that aimed 
to force Alexandria to in-
tegrate. The civil rights 
attorneys, who were filing 
cases across Virginia, vetted 
prospective plaintiffs vigor-
ously to make sure students 
did well in school, according 
to Brian Daugherity, whose 
book “Keep On Keeping On” 
documents desegregation 
in Virginia. This way, school 
officials could not reject stu-
dents’ applications on the 
basis of academics.

“They were not willing 
to settle and just be silent,” 
Bond said of her parents.

For her part, Turner said 
her mother was never one 
to be “intimidated or con-
tained” when it came to her 
children. As a child, Turner 
said she suffered from hay 
fever. She recalled walk-
ing into an allergist’s office 
once with her mother.

A nurse stopped them at 
the door. She tried to turn 
them away.

“The doctor doesn’t see 
colored people,” Turner re-
called the nurse telling her 
mother. “My mother said, 
‘Let me talk to the doctor.’”

Turner is not certain 
about the details of the con-
versation her mother had 
with the allergist. But one 
thing was certain. 

“He ended up taking us 
on as patients,” she said.

Months before the 
NAACP sued the city school 
board and Williams, the 
Turners and other families 
wrote letters to Williams 
asking that their children be 
allowed to attend whites-on-
ly schools at the start of the 
1958-59 school year.

The applications lan-
guished. Ultimately, the 
applications were rejected 

on the basis of highly sub-
jective criteria and, in some 
cases, portrayals of students 
that Williams’ administra-
tion supplied to the school 
board that were misleading 
at best.

One of the black stu-
dents seeking to transfer to 
a white school was reported 
absent for 82 days, but actu-
ally only missed 15 days of 
class for the year, according 
to transcripts.

Another student was re-
jected, in part, on the ba-
sis of a handful of negative 
teacher report card com-
ments, when not one of the 
many more glowing com-
ments about the same stu-
dent were forwarded to the 
board.

Still other students were 
rejected because of supposed 
overcrowding concerns at 
the whites-only schools. But 
records show that after the 
black students were reject-
ed, white students contin-
ued to transfer into the same 
schools. Attendance contin-
ued to climb.

Alexandria was hardly 
alone. Across the Common-
wealth, school districts in 
the late 1950s refused to 
integrate under the state’s 
“massive resistance” policy.

For the Turners, school 
administrators had no basis 
to argue with their academ-
ic performance. The Turn-
ers were excellent students. 
Instead, their applications 
were rejected on the basis of 
very different criteria.

The official one-page 
decision rejecting Kathryn 
Turner’s application to at-
tend the Charles Ramsay 
school noted that, if ad-
mitted, she would be “the 
only pupil of her race so en-
rolled.”

“This, in Alexandria, will 
be a novel and unusual sit-
uation. Such a situation will 
constitute a disruption of es-
tablished social and psycho-
logical relationships between 

The Fantasticks                               1/12 - 2/2

Try to remember a time when 
your greatest adventure was 
the first romance of your life. 
This funny and sentimental 
musical is the deceptively 
simple tale of a boy, a girl, and 
their meddlesome fathers who 
nudge them toward marriage by 
pretending to keep them apart. 

www.thelittletheatre.com
600 Wolfe St, Alexandria  |   703-683-0496 

Buy tickets early at our 
box office or online!

( 7 0 3 )  5 4 8 - 0 8 8 5  •  w w w . a l e x s y m . o r g

Prague Symphony

February 9, 2019 @ 8pm 
February 10, 2019 @ 3pm

ADULT: $20-$80 • STUDENT: $10 • YOUTH: $5

Also featuring:
Bach’s Brandenburg Concerto No. 1 
Stravinsky’s Dumbarton Oaks Concerto
Prokofiev’s Symphony No. 1 “Classical”

Mozart

James Ross, Music Director
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PHOTO/ALEXANDRIA PUBLIC LIBRARY LOCAL HISTORY/SPECIAL COLLECTIONS
Portrait of T.C. Williams for the high school dedication ceremony 
program in 1965.
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3648 King St, Alexandria, VA 22302
(703) 671-0250

Serving breakfast, 
lunch and dinner 

7 days a week 
36 Years in Business

The Cherry Challenge runs 
from January 27 to February 10

Participating businesses:

Sponsored by: 

DANNY SMITH 
Realtor with TTR Sotheby’s, dsmith@ttrsir.com
Danny is dedicated to celebration and preservation of Alexandria’s 
vaunted history and commits at least 10% of his net real estate 
commissions to that end

Join the  11th Annual Cherry 
 Challenge Restaurant 

Competition & celebrate the 
birthday of George Washington

Bluprint Chocolatiers
BRUT Wine Bar

Cafe 44
Catch on the Avenue

Chadwick’s
Columbia Firehouse

Del Ray Cafe
Del Ray Pizzeria
Dishes of India

Evening Star Cafe
Foster’s Grille

Glory Days Grill
Hard Times Cafe

Haute Dogs and Fries
Jackson 20

Kilwins
La Tasca

Landini Brothers
Lori’s Table

Mason Social
Meggrolls

MoHo Kitchen & Cocktails
Murphy’s Grand Irish Pub

Myron Mixon’s Pitmaster
Namaste King Street

Pizzeria Paradiso
Red Rocks Pizza
River Bend Bistro
Shooter McGee’s

Sonoma Cellar
Sunday in Saigon
Taqueria Poblano
Tempo Restaurant

T.J. Stone's Grill
Tequila & Taco

The Italian Place
The People’s Drug

Union Street Public House
Vaso’s Kitchen

The Warehouse
Alexandria Pastry

Cheesetique
Junction Bakery
Lost Dog Café

Pines of Florence

pupils in our schools as they 
(the schools) have previously 
operated,” the rejection said.

The schools went on to 
argue that if Turner trans-
ferred to Ramsay, the “sit-
uation will be an unnatural 
one, which, as such, cannot 
contribute to normal and 
natural progress either for 
this girl or for the other pu-
pils in the grade, who will 
find themselves in an artifi-
cial situation also.”

In court, NAACP attorney 
Frank Reeves pressed Wil-
liams to defend the rationale. 
Under cross-examination, 
the superintendent acknowl-
edged academics played no 
part in rejecting Turner’s 
application to transfer. She 
was, he admitted, a very 
good student.

Feb. 10, 1959

Among the news coverage 
of the day Alexandria schools 
integrated, there is a wire ser-
vices photo of Turner enter-
ing a car after her first day at 
William Ramsay. In the pho-
to, white classmates watch 
her. Some are smiling, others 
laughing. A few appear to be 
pointing.

Turner is smiling, too, but 
it is hard to tell from her out-
stretched palm and her ex-
pression whether she is wav-
ing back at the children, or 
perhaps telling them to stand 
back.

Shown this image nearly 
60 years later, Turner is asked 
what she thought back then, 
what these children were do-
ing. Were they waving? Were 
they happy? Were they jeer-
ing and teasing?

Turner said she is not sure. 
She doesn’t remember anyone 
in the photo. But while many 
of the first wave of African 
American students to attend 
white schools in Virginia were 
subjected to harsh treatment, 
Turner does not recall having 
such a difficult time compared 
to others, including members 
of her own family.

Turner attended Ramsay 
for one year, then eventually 
went to Hammond, which was 
then a high school. When she 
glanced at her yearbook not 
long ago, everything writ-
ten from former classmates 
seemed to be positive. 

“I don’t have a negative 
impression,” she said.

Turner said she does re-
member other, non-school 
related inequalities of the era. 
For instance, there was only 
one movie theater and swim-
ming pool she could go to in 
Alexandria.

“There were a lot of things 
about Alexandria ... white 
only,” she said.

But she said her mother 
instilled in the Turner chil-
dren the sense that they were 
just as good as anyone else. 
Education was a hard-won 
commodity. Once you got a 
good education, Edith and 
George Turner told their chil-
dren, nobody could ever take 
it away. No matter what.

“I would go back and say it 
was really my mother,” Kath-
ryn Turner said. “She really 
did feel that race shouldn’t 
define you or limit you.”

A different  

perspective

For Bond, things in her 
new school were harder and 
more complicated.

She remembers her sec-
ond grade teacher doing little 
to welcome her. Bond walked 
into the classroom and imme-
diately thought nobody at all 
looked like her or her family.

“It was an isolating expe-

rience,” she said. “I didn’t feel 
a part of the class. You were in 
it, but not of it.”

Bond was protective of her 
brother. They tried to eat to-
gether at lunch. They sat on 
the school bus together, when 
other kids would tease them. 
But even at age eight, Sandra 
Bond said she knew the ex-
pectations of her went beyond 
her grades.

“It was more a feeling you 
have to endure this,” she said. 
“You have to persevere. You 
can’t fail.”

As a second grader, she 
said she had no idea who 
T.C. Williams was, let alone 
the fact that the superinten-
dent was testifying about her 
and her siblings. At the same 
time, though, she said she 
knew there were groups who 
opposed and resisted school 
desegregation.

Bond said, while her fa-
ther didn’t live to see Barack 
Obama become America’s 
first black president, her 
mother did. She said her 
mother did not talk much 
about Alexandria, and she 
probably did not think she 
played an outsized role in the 
city’s history. Still, she added, 
her parents likely felt proud 
the family had helped make a 
difference.

“I think our parents cer-
tainly reflected on the fact 
that we all stand on the shoul-
ders of our ancestors from 
slavery to now,” Bond said. 
“We have a responsibility and 
almost an obligation to keep 
striving to ensure that civil 
rights don’t get rolled back.”
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“I think our parents certainly 
reflected on the fact that we all 
stand on the shoulders of our 
ancestors from slavery to now. We 
have a responsibility and almost an 
obligation to keep striving to ensure 
that civil rights don’t get rolled back.” 

– Sandra Bond,
one of the first African-American students to 

attend William Ramsay Elementary School
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