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RELIGION SPORTS

Smithfield High edged out the 
Jamestown High School Ea-
gles this week. 

— See page 12

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“ ”
You can put lipstick on a pig, but 
this is a prison.

Couple returns from 
years-long mission 
work in Indonesia.

— See page 9
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Smithfield timeS
the

— EDA member Len Alphin
On plans for a detention center, p. 1

By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer 

The Isle of  Wight County 
School Board learned Thurs-
day that since September, 
countywide school lunch debt 
has grown by another $31,000, 
according to Isle of  Wight 
County Executive Director of  
Budget and Finance Rachel 
Yates. 

The lunch debt now sits at 
$72,000, up from $41,000 in Sep-
tember — a 76 percent increase 
in a matter of  months. 

The School Board voted 
unanimously Thursday to 
eliminate the $20 credit limit 
and add specific mechanisms 
for recouping the money. 

Elementary school students 
with a school lunch debt of  
more than $10 would have re-
stricted access to other school 
activities, such as school pho-
tos and dances. 

At the middle school level, 
those same restrictions would 
apply, as well as sports, band 
and debate activities. Ditto 
for the high school level, to 
also include restrictions on 
school-issued iPad use, parking 
passes and graduation. 

Before the new debt figure 
was revealed, two members of  
the public came forward at the 
Jan. 10 School Board meeting 
to voice grievances about the 
already-reported $41,000 school 
lunch debt.

“The superintendent assem-
bles a high-priced, intelligent 
staff,” said Isle of  Wight Coun-
ty resident and former School 
Board member Herb De Groft 
during public comments. “If  
they can’t come up with the 
idea of  how to solve this, then 
by golly, this school system’s 
really got a problem, because 
if  you can’t manage $41,000, 
how can you manage $60 mil-
lion-plus?”

The Isle of  Wight County 
School operating budget for 
fiscal year 2019 — approved by 
the Board of  Supervisors last 
May — is based on a budget 
of  about $59 million. The local 
contribution is $25.8 million. 

“This is a national crisis, 
and it’s become a national 
crisis because no one wants 
to deny a child a meal,” said 
Isle of  Wight County Schools 
Superintendent Jim Thornton 

Sch. lunch
debt is up
sharply
76% increase since
school opened in fall

By Diana McFarland
Managing editor

Negative opinions predominat-
ed during the first of  two public 
information sessions Thursday 
on the proposed juvenile correc-
tional center to be located south 
of  the Town of  Windsor.

Days earlier, the Isle of  Wight 
County Economic Development 
Authority voted not to transfer the 
property at its Jan. 8 meeting, but 
plans to meet again to reconsider 
the action, according to Isle of  
Wight Assistant County Admin-
istrator Don Robertson.  
(See related story on page 3)

EDA member Richard J. Hol-
land Jr. said he was a long-time 
opponent of  the correctional 
center because transferring the 
property to the state for the facil-
ity would mean giving up future 
tax revenue that would have come 
from a business if  one were to be 
attracted.

 “And we’re getting a prison 
with criminals in our backyard,” 
said Holland, who is also CEO 
and Chairman of  the Board of  
Farmers Bank.

The EDA currently owns the 
property, which was purchased 
by Isle of  Wight in 2009. 

EDA member Len Alphin was 
upset over how the proposal has 
evolved publicly, as well as the loss 
of  potential revenue.

“You can put lipstick on a pig, 
but this is a prison,” said Alphin. 

The proposed juvenile correc-
tional center would house 60 male 
youth, ages 14-20 who have com-
mitted felonies, some serious in 

EDA rejects supers’ 
request for land

nature and could include murder, 
rape and robbery, said Andrew 
Block, director of  the Virginia 
Department of  Juvenile Justice.  

Alphin, who had questioned 
the types of  crimes the youth may 
or may not have committed, said, 
“Be upfront so everyone knows 
what we’re getting.”

Softening a bit, Alphin added 

later, “everyone needs a second 
chance.” 

Block said the idea was to 
make a smaller facility closer to 
family, and since a good amount 
of  Virginia’s youthful offenders 
are from the Hampton Roads 
region, this location was a good 
pick. 

Block said that historically, 

the state’s current juvenile cor-
rectional system has a recidivism 
rate of  75 percent within the first 
three years of  release, but this 
new plan is an attempt to do a bet-
ter job at rehabilitating the youth.

“The majority of  our people 
would like you to do better some-

By Diana McFarland
Managing editor

Isle of  Wight residents will 
have a chance to speak out about 
the School Board’s $77.4 million 
long-range facilities plan as it 
makes it way through the county’s 
budgeting process.

The first public hearing that 
includes the school division’s long 
range plan is set for Tuesday, Jan. 
22, 6 p.m. before the Isle of  Wight 

County Planning Commission at 
the Isle of  Wight County court-
house complex. 

The plan, included in the coun-
ty’s Capital Improvement Plan, 
calls for a major renovation and 
addition to Hardy Elementary 
School, as well as a new bus 
garage for the upcoming fiscal 
year at a combined cost of  $19.4 
million. 

Isle of  Wight County Planning 
Commissioners questioned the 
cost estimates for renovations at 
Hardy Elementary and the bus 
garage, as well as the cost for a 

new northern elementary school, 
which is in the CIP for fiscal 2022, 
at its Dec. 11 meeting. Another 
concern was sinking millions 
into renovations at Hardy and 
Westside elementary schools due 
to the age of  the buildings. 

S e ve r a l  c o m m i s s i o n e r s 
thought the cost estimates were 
too high. 

The Hardy Elementary School 
renovation, at a cost of  $13.4 mil-
lion includes adding classrooms, a 
new gymnasium and an enlarged 

IW schools project in draft capital plan

Hardy Elementary School renovation is requested.

Not much urban fund money
left for town bike trail work
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

Bicyclists told the Smithfield 
Town Council that they want 
the bike trail finished. 

What’s missing from the 
Park-to-Park trail is the portion 
that would connect it to down-
town Smithfield. 

That final leg is in the hands 
of  the Smithfield Town Council.  

Currently, Isle of  Wight is 
overseeing the construction of  
the portion that runs along Bat-

tery Park and Nike Park roads, 
but it will not connect with 
downtown Smithfield unless the 
third portion is built. 

The third portion, to extend 
from the intersection of  Battery 
Park Road and South Church 
Street, is under the purview of  
the town. 

However, funding for the 
project has gone elsewhere and 
there is now only $221,015 left in 
the town’s “urban fund” to build 
it, according to Town Manager 

Brian Thrower. 
Smithfield resident Cristin 

Emrick attended the Town 
Council’s Jan. 8 meeting to push 
for the final mile that would con-
nect Windsor Castle Park with 
the trail — making it genuinely 
“park-to-park.” 

While the town funded a 
study looking at three possible 
routes, it had yet to proceed 
further. 

“Once the entire trail is 
completed, it would connect 

8,000 households to more than 10 
miles of  trails, as well as shop-
ping and government facilities,” 
Emrick said, adding, “our town 
is a collection of  communities 
with no ability to safely walk the 
short distances between neigh-
borhoods, or access shopping 
and recreation facilities.” 

“Many people have been call-
ing this a bike trail, and I want 
to discourage that,” she said, 

• See DETENTION, p. 3

• See TRAIL, p. 7
• See LUNCHES, p. 3

• See CIP, p. 7

Isle of Wight County Administrator Randy Keaton answers questions from residents about 
the proposed juvenile correctional center Thursday. 



Letters
• Continued from p. 2

Others stepped out at 
that time, many of  them 
recording at tiny Sun Re-
cords in Nashville. Among 
them were Johnny Cash and 
Jerry Lee Lewis.

The second big revo-
lution was the British In-
vasion in 1964, when the 
Beatles put their signature 
on rock and roll and drew 
crowds that even outshined 
Elvis.

And yet, despite their 
success and undeniable 
influence on popular music, 
both the rock and roll giants 
of  the 1950s, led by Presley, 
and the Beatles after them 
stood on the shoulders of  
others.

To back up, the early 
country music legends on 
one track and the blues 
singers on another brought 
together elements that were 
then used to build rock and 
roll. Blues, in particular, 
had a huge influence on 
what happened. B.B. King, 
Muddy Waters and a lot 

more blues and gospel sing-
ers, many that you never 
heard of, directly influenced 
Elvis, and the Beatles would 
later give credit to the same 
roots for their music.

And, while white kids 
were listening to Elvis and 
other early great white 
performers, they were also 
finding their thrill on “Blue-
berry Hill” with Fats Domi-
no and dancing to “Johnny 
Be Good” with Chuck Berry.

Then, in the late 1950s, 
in a nation still racially 
segregated, a tiny recording 
company was founded up 
in Detroit. Motown records 
quickly brought us the Mar-
velettes, singing “Please 
Mr. Postman.” And a bit 
later, the Supremes gave us 
“Baby Love” and The Four 
Tops recorded “Reach Out, 
I’ll Be There.”

And that, in many ways, 
was the true social revo-
lution in music because, 
even in a still-segregated 
South, kids both black and 
white were listening to 
these recording artists of  

• Continued from p. 2

Rows

Regional Medical Center 
in Newport News, in the 
emergency room, second 
floor neurological center 
and the fourth floor CCU 
for all their hard work. I 
offer my deepest feelings 
of  gratitude and respect. 
I was a recent patient 
and got to come  home 
on Christmas to be with 
my family. I will always 
treasure the kindness of  
all the nurses and doctors 
toward me. Thank God 
again for all their hard 
work.

Aldora Harper
Smithfield

The Four
Chaplains
Editor, Smithfield Times

All local Smithfield 

residents are invited to a 
“Four Chaplains Day Ser-
vice” at the Healing Wa-
ters Center, 12712 Smiths 
Neck Road, Carrollton on 
Jan. 27 at 1:30 p.m. The ser-
vice will be sponsored by 
American Legion Post 49. 

This interfaith service 
honors the memory of  
four United States Army 
Chaplains who gave their 
lives to save other civilian 
and military personnel 
as the troop ship U.S. 
Army Transport (USAT) 
Dorchester sank near 
Greenland on Feb. 3, 1943, 
during World War II. They 
helped other soldiers 
board lifeboats and gave 
up their own life jackets 
when the supply ran out. 
The chaplains joined 
arms, said prayers, and 
sang hymns as they went 
down with the ship.  

The heroism and sac-

rifices of  Chaplains John 
P. Washington, George L. 
Fox, Alexander D. Goode 
and Clark V. Poling in 
World War II has been 
acknowledged nationally 
for several years with ser-
vices, social events, press 
coverage and scholarship 
awards. This is the first 
observance of  that event 
in Hampton Roads.  

The Four Chaplains 
Memorial Foundation was 
founded to honor these 
war heroes, and http://
www.fourchaplains.org/ 
provides more informa-
tion on this Foundation. 
For more information 
about the local service, 
contact Pastor Marcel 
Berrios at 757-356-1515 or 
berrios.marcel@gmail.
com. 

Tom Mastaglio
Publicity Chairman

Post 49

• Continued from p. 1
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both races, and enjoying the 
heck out of  the music.

Each summer for more 
than three decades, this 
newspaper and the Isle of  
Wight Arts League have 
presented community con-
certs on the newspaper’s 
front lawn. 

One of  our primary 
goals has always been to 
bring the community to-
gether by offering music 
of  numerous genres. In 
recent years, the effort has 
begun to pay off  as a more 
and more diverse audience 
comes to listen to blues, 
jazz, America, big band and 
country performers. 

All of  us — the perform-
ers as well as the audience 
— owe a huge debt to these 
early musicians for begin-
ning to bring America to-
gether. I don’t think it goes 
too far out on a limb to say 
that the U.S. Military, school 
integration and the popular 
music world did more to 
bring our diverse culture 
together than any just about 
anything else.

where else,” said Holland. 
“You are doing a terrible 

job,” said Holland about the 
recidivism rate. 

The proposed facility 
would be a new model for 
the state, combining incar-
ceration with job training, 
educational and athletic 
opportunities and medical 
and counseling services in 
a smaller group treatment 
setting.

Detention Center
info flow criticized
By Diana McFarland
Managing editor

Several individuals complained about how news 
of  the proposed juvenile correctional facility was 
rolled out to the public during the Jan. 10 information 
session. 

Isle of  Wight County Administrator Randy Keaton 
said conversations began in December 2017 and quickly 
involved the Windsor Town Council.

Windsor District Supervisor Joel Acree suggested 
including the Town Council because he knew the idea 
of  a prison near town would be controversial.

The Smithfield Times initially reported on the 
proposal in February 2018 based on a comment from a 
Windsor Town Council member. 

Keaton pointed out that the Town Council signed a 
letter of  support in April 2018 approving the project — 
a move needed to get the General Assembly to change 
the funding appropriation to Isle of  Wight County. That 
move was finalized in June, he said.

As soon as the budget appropriate was complete, 
the county and the Virginia Department of  Juvenile 
Justice held a public meeting in Windsor in July.

Isle of  Wight County Economic Development Au-
thority member Richard J. Holland Jr. said the Town 
Council doesn’t want it now. 

“They’re bitterly opposed,” he said. 
Former Windsor Mayor Rita Richardson admitted to 

signing the letter, but said the concept seemed different 
at the time — something to help youth and seniors and 
get utilities to Phase III of  the intermodal park. 

However, once it was revealed that the property 
may have wetlands issues, questions began to arise, 
she said.

The support letter was based on information the 
Town Council had at that time, said Richardson.

The letter, dated April 10, and addressed to Del. 
Emily Brewer, R-64th,” said “as you may be aware, the 
Virginia Department of  Juvenile Justice is proposing 
a 60-bed juvenile detention center in Isle of  Wight 
County. Based off  the information we have received, 
we believe the project will have a positive economic 
benefit on the town, the county and the Hampton Roads 
region.” The letter went on to say the town was support-
ive of  the state budget amendment to make it happen. 

A prior letter, dated Feb. 27, signed by then Board of  
Supervisors Chairman Rudolph Jefferson, stated that 
the county had “received very favorable feedback from 
the members of  the Windsor Town Council.” 

The wetlands issue arose from a change in federal 
law concerning what is considered wetlands in 2011 — 
a change that pushed larger parts of  Phase III of  the 
intermodal park under that designation.

However, the county has received a preliminary 
determination from the U.S. Army Corps of  Engineers 
that would allow for construction of  the facility on 20 
acres on the Route 258 parcel. 

By Diana McFarland
Managing editor

The Isle of  Wight County 
Economic Development Au-
thority owns the property 
being eyed for the state ju-
venile correctional facility 
and that is why it is involved 
in the process. 

Isle of  Wight County 
purchased the property in 
2009 as part of  Phase III of  
the intermodal park and 
deeded it to the EDA. 

At its Jan. 8 meeting, the 
EDA voted not to convey the 
property and did not indi-
cate if  that was the state or 
the county, with either par-
ty being an option for this 
project, said Isle of  Wight 
Assistant County Adminis-
trator Don Robertson.

The motion, made by 
EDA member Richard J. 
Holland Jr., indicated that 
the EDA wanted to wait 
until after the public in-
formation session before 
taking definitive action on 
whether or not to convey the 
property, said Robertson. 

Of  the seven-member 
EDA, Ron Pack abstained 

County EDA owns the land
from the Jan. 8 vote and 
James Ford voted against 
it, according to Robertson. 

Voting not to convey 
the property at the Jan. 
8 meeting was Holland, 
Len Alphin, Diana Beale, 
Carroll E. Keen Jr. and 
Tim Hillegass, according to 
Robertson.

Robertson said the EDA 
is planning to have a called 
meeting to further consider 
a decision on transferring 
the land. 

Concerns raised by the 
EDA at its Jan. 8 meeting 
centered on the lack of  tax 
revenue the project, being a 
state facility, would gener-
ate, as well as the nature of  
the project. Some members 
of  the EDA criticized the 
county’s original purchase 
of  the land due to its wet-
lands issues and that the 
parcel’s best acreage was 
going to the correctional 
facility, as well as how the 
project was introduced to 
the public. 

EDA members were also 
frustrated with how they 
were receiving information 

from county officials.
“I learn more from The 

Smithfield Times than I do 
staff. If  you want to know 
what’s going on, read The 
Smithfield Times,” said 
Alphin. 

A similar sequence of  
events ended the project in 
Chesapeake — the original 
location for the proposed ju-
venile correctional center. 

The Department of  Ju-
venile Justice had worked 
with the city for a few years 
to build a joint facility on 
city-owned property, said 
Isle of  Wight County Ad-
ministrator Randy Keaton.

However, a super-majori-
ty vote was needed to trans-
fer the property to the state 
and that failed, he said. 

Since then, the state has 
been skittish about that 
sort of  situation unfolding 
because it doesn’t want a re-
peat in Isle of  Wight County, 
said Robertson.

If  this fails, it would not 
bode well for the county’s 
relationship with the state, 
he said. 

The property was deeded 

to the EDA to make proper-
ty transfers easier for any 
type of  project, said Keaton 
at the public information 
session held Jan. 10 on the 
proposed youth correction-
al facility. 

One component of  that 
arrangement is that no 
public hearing is legally 
required if  the transfer is 
for a state facility.

However, the Board of  
Supervisors can hold a pub-
lic hearing if  it deems it 
necessary or desirable.

Windsor District Su-
pervisor Joel Acree told 
the audience at the public 
information session, that 
contrary to popular belief, 
“it’s not a done deal.” 

Acree said the county 
could hold a public hearing 
if  that is what is wanted. 

Holland Jr. said resi-
dents don’t want this and 
that the public information 
session was merely, “after 
the fact.”

“This is a show,” he said, 
adding that having a formal 
public hearing now would 
mean “zero.” 

The facility is expect-
ed to generate 240 jobs, as 
well as the Commonwealth 
covering three quarters of  
the cost of  running a water 
and sewer line down Route 
258 — lines that could also 
be made available to homes 
and businesses. Isle of  
Wight is pitching in $500,000 
for the utilities, as well as 
donating 20 acres of  land. 

County officials have 
also indicted that another 
business is interested in lo-

cating next to the proposed 
correctional center. 

Isle of  Wight County 
Administrator Randy Kea-
ton said the added jobs, the 
water and sewer line and 
the possibility of  addition-
al meals tax revenues in 
Windsor were considered 
the “return on investment.”

Other residents were 
concerned with their prop-
erty values. According to 
a map provided by county 
officials, there are three 

single-family homes located 
within a half  mile of  the 
proposed facility. 

Other maps showed what 
is located within a half  
mile of  the state’s current 
juvenile correctional facil-
ity, Bon Air, in Chesterfield 
County, as well as the West-
ern Tidewater Regional Jail 
for adults in Suffolk. 

Both facilities have res-
idential neighborhoods 
within a half-mile radius, 
with median assessed val-
ues ranging from $173,000 
- $245,250. 

The neighborhood in 
Suffolk was built after the 
jail was constructed. 

The Bon Air facility 
opened in 1914 on what used 
to be a farm, said Block. 
Since then, the area has 
filled in with residential 
neighborhoods and busi-
nesses. 

Block said the proposed 
facility would be surround-
ed by a fence and use state-
of-the-art security systems 
to ensure public safety. 

“They very last thing I 
would want is for a kid to 
escape,” said Block, adding 
that since the fence was 
erected around the Bon Air 
center in the 1990s, there 
have been no escapes. 

When the youth have 
served their sentences, they 
are released back to their 
families or other arrange-
ments are made, such as 
monitored independent 
living units, said Block. 

The Virginia Depart-
ment of  Juvenile Justice 
makes sure the youth have 
a place to go after they are 
released, he said. 

later at the meeting. 
“You can go on Google 

and … read for weeks the 
problems that school divi-
sions have on this sort of  
thing,” said School Board 
Member Jackie Carr. “We’re 
dealing with a growing 
problem. It’s not just Isle 
of  Wight County,” she said. 

Recent reports from Aus-
tin, Texas, Washington, 
D.C. and Cranston, R.I., 
among others, point to a 
nationwide school lunch 
debt problem.     

 “If  we do nothing, that 
just says that we don’t have 
to pay for lunch, and that’s 
unacceptable, because our 
debt is rising,” said School 
Board member Kirstin 

Cook. She then altered the 
language of  the policy to 
allow for other ways to re-
cover debts other than the 
ones specifically listed.   

“I’m wondering if  we 
have families who qualify 
for free or reduced meals 
but they fail to fill out the 
necessary paperwork,” 
said Carr, adding that if  
so, “when we contact these 
families who have a grow-
ing debt, certainly some-
one (should) offer, ‘Do you 
need help in filling out the 
form?’” she said

She added that “if  the 
parents aren’t taking ad-
vantage of  that, we might 
take that extra step to make 
sure they understand this is 
available,” said Carr. 

Lunches

Detention
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FESTIVAL WHAT A MOON
While most of us slept, a coun-
ty resident was photographing 
a spectacular lunar eclipse. 

— See page 9

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“ ”
It’s part of our culture, our 
heritage.

The BOB Fest drew sev-
eral thousand people to 
Windsor Castle Park
Saturday.

— See page 9
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— Smithfield Foods President Ken Sullivan
On the future of Genuine Smithfield Hams, p. 1

It’s Genuine!
New facility will ensure supply of legacy hamsBy Diana McFarland

Managing editor
Genuine Smithfield hams are 

once again being salted, smoked 
and cured in their namesake 
town. 

Smithfield Foods recently com-
pleted construction of  a new cli-
mate-controlled smokehouse and 
plans to continue producing its 
historic Genuine Smithfield ham 
— the product that originally put 
the company on the map.

Smithfield Foods President 
and CEO Ken Sullivan said the 
company invested $1.8 million in 
the new facility, which replaces 
the older smokehouse that went 
offline last year. 
(Smithfield Foods management 
reorganized. See story, p. 5)

There was never any intention 
to permanently stop making the 

hams, said Sullivan in an inter-
view last week at the company’s 
corporate headquarters. 

“It’s part of  our culture, our 
heritage,” said Sullivan of  the 
Genuine Smithfield ham, and 
added that enough hams would 
be produced to meet a declining 
demand for the historic product. 

The Genuine Smithfield ham 

gained its foothold in culinary 
history in 1926, when company 
officials convinced the Virginia 
General Assembly to pass a law 
stipulating how and where the 
hams could be made. It was a move 
thought to edge out the competi-
tion, as there were several ham 
makers in the state trying to cap-
italize on the emerging reputation 

of  the Smithfield product. 
The law, which remains on 

the books today, states that a 
Genuine Smithfield ham must be 
processed, treated, smoked, aged 
and salt-cured for last least six 
months within the town limits of  
Smithfield. 

Wombwell House a landmark?
By Diana McFarland
Managing editor

The Virginia Department of  Historic 
Resources has urged the Town of  Smith-
field to preserve the Wombwell house, as 
it has state and national historic register 
potential.

Senior Architectural Historian Marc 
C. Wagner sent a letter to several town of-
ficials following a recent visit to the site. 

“It is my opinion that the house has 
potential for state/national historic 

registers,” wrote Wagner in his Dec. 
21 letter. 

The antebellum farmhouse is threat-
ened due to its proximity to the newly 
constructed Joseph W. Luter Jr. sports 
complex. The town owns the property on 
which the house is located and wants to 
tear it down because it has been deemed 
a hazard to children using the complex. 

A few years ago, town officials offered 
the house for $1 to anyone who could 
haul it away and present a plan for its fu-

ture, but no viable bids were submitted. 
One sticking point was the need 

to move utility lines along Route 258 
before the house could be transported 
elsewhere — an expensive component 
of  such an undertaking. 

Since then, Preserve Smithfield, and 
more recently, the Isle of  Wight County 
Historical Society, have focused their 
efforts on preserving the house.

New Olden Days 
plan yet to come
By Diana McFarland
Managing editor

Plans for Smithfield’s signature festival, Olden Days, are 
still in the works but one thing is certain — the Pagan River 
Raft Race is on.

It will be at Smithfield Station on Saturday, June 29 and is 
being organized by Station co-owner and Town Council member 
Randy Pack.

“We do have tentative plans (for an Olden Days event), but 
don’t want to announce anything until they are formalized. 
We do anticipate having some definitive answers by Feb. 1 or 
sooner,” said Special Events coordinator Connie Chapman with 
Isle of  Wight County Tourism. 

Typically, the festival is held the last weekend in June, 
starting off  with a popular outdoor concert and “ghost walk” 
downtown on Friday evening, followed with crafts, food, the 
Kids, Bike and Pet parade and other activities on Main Street 
on Saturday. as well as the raft race. 

“There is not a committee overseeing the June festivities,” 
Chapman wrote “but we have taken data from various meetings 
and group input to form some new ideas.” 

Conversations about changing the format for Olden Days 
began last year.

The Wombwell House today is a derelict structure, which the Town Council has said will be demolished.

Most Urban
Funds used;
few remain
for bike trail
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer 

The $1.2 million originally specified 
for the uncompleted Smithfield portion 
of  the “Park to Park” bike and pedestri-
an trail from the town’s VDOT “urban 
funds” has been whittled down to a 
fraction of  that amount over the past 
five years.

Before the bike trail was envisioned, 
the urban funds had been set aside to 
be used to build a turn lane along South 
Church Street, between the Cypress 
Creek bridge and the intersection with 
Battery Park Road. 

Once exceeding an estimated $2.5 mil-
lion dollars, the funds never grew to the 
level that the turn lane project could pro-
ceed, as town records from 2013 marked 
the project in excess of  $10.6 million. 
VDOT announced in 2004 that the turn 
lane was postponed for a few years and 
then seemingly abandoned it altogether.  

In the lead-up to the turn lane, the 
town had gone ahead and acquired the 
rights-of-way necessary to build it. 

After VDOT shelved the turn lane proj-
ect, the Smithfield Town Council voted 
to use some of  the “urban funds” to help 
complete the South Church Street beau-
tification project in the historic district, 
and in 2013, had planned to use some of  
the money for the Smithfield portion of  
the “Park to Park” trail.

By Diana McFarland
Managing editor

Ridiculous, inaccurate and 
inappropriate were some of  the 
terms used by members of  the Isle 
of  Wight County Board of  Super-
visors to describe reactions from 
some community members about 
the proposed youth correctional 
center near Windsor.  

The Board took turns speaking 
out about the proposed facility 
Thursday during its regular 
meeting. 

Chairman William McCarty 
said he allowed the comments be-
cause it’s important for residents 
to hear the Board’s reactions. 

The Board was responding to 
comments made at a pair of  pub-
lic forums held earlier this month 
in Windsor. 

Windsor District Supervisor 
Joel Acree said the perception is 
the county is rushing this project 
and its being “rammed down” 
people’s throats and that it’s a 
done deal. 

Acree said the Board should 
slow down and let people get their 
questions answered. 

At the same time, there are 
a lot of  positives to the project, 
he said. 

Hardy District Supervisor 
Rudolph Jefferson said residents 
were “inaccurate” and “inappro-
priate” in characterizing Isle of  
Wight County Administrator Ran-
dy Keaton as acting alone in the 

process of  working with the state. 
The county administrator 

works at the direction of  the 
Board of  Supervisors, said Jef-
ferson.

Jefferson said the pros of  the 
project outweigh the cons, 10 to 
one. 

It’s a way to educate and train 
troubled youth and bring them 
back into the community, said 
Jefferson, adding that Windsor 
will benefit from the 240 jobs the 
facility will bring. 

Smithfield Supervisor Dick 
Grice took “personal exception” 
to the notion that the Board had 
not been transparent, particu-
larly with regards to including 
the Windsor Town Council in the 

Supervisors respond to
detention facility critics
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The original law also 
required the pigs to be pea-
nut-fed and raised in the 
“peanut belt of  Virginia 
and North Carolina, but 
that portion was repealed 
in 1966. 

A Genuine Smithfield 
ham differs from a “coun-
try ham,” also produced by 
Smithfield Foods, in that it’s 
full cut, with its hock intact 
and is aged longer than the 
latter variety. 

Both Genuine Smithfield 
and country hams are cured 
in the manner handed down 
for centuries. They are 
packed in salt until cured, 
then hung to be smoked and 
aged. Both products were 
produced in Smithfield’s 
large smokehouse located 
at its packing plant north 
of  the Pagan River. The 
company announced last 
year that it was closing the 
smokehouse because of  
obsolescence. 

Moder n tastes have 
changed and the market 
for salt-cured meat has de-
clined sharply. Sullivan said 
the number of  hams needed 
to fill orders now numbers 
in the “low thousands,” 
which will be produced 
in the new facility located 

“The house may have 
had some role, for instance, 
in the Civil War activities 
that took place in Smith-
field,” wrote Wagner of  
what he described as a 
Greek Revival-style farm-
house.

“We should not take 
these pre-1860 buildings 
for granted. The stock of  
these houses continue to 
diminish statewide, and as 
they disappear, we lose our 
touchstone with that era,” 
wrote Wagner.

Previously dated to 1842, 
the Virginia Department 
of  Historic Resources have 
found evidence of  an earlier 
construction date of  1820 
for the Wombwell house, 
based on the house’s foun-
dation, said Isle of  Wight 
Historical Society Presi-
dent Carolyn Keen. 

T h e  To w n  C o u n c i l 
pledged to put $1.2 million 
of  its “urban funds” to the 
trail, but in the years since 
then, it has embarked on 
several other projects that 
have dipped into the pot. 

Of  the remaining “urban 
funds,” $884,800 of  the state 
funds are assigned to the 
Benn’s Church Boulevard 
and South Church Street 
intersection, and $758,147 
is assigned to the Joseph 
W. Luter Jr. sports complex 

process.
“We did include them 

from day one,” he said, add-
ing that it was “ridiculous” 
to think that Isle of  Wight 
was rushing the project 
along.

No matter how many 
public meetings the Board 
has, people who are op-
posed will likely remain 
opposed, said Grice, citing 
the long-standing contro-
versy over the Nike Park 
bike trail. 

Those opposed to the 
trail continue to feel that 
way despite the passage 
of  years and a plethora of  
information about how and 
why the money was spent. 

Grice said the business-
es in the intermodal park 

Hams
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Response

House

inside the packing plant. 
The facility is fully climate 
controlled and closed to 
the outside environment, 
and was built specifically 
to produce the legacy hams.

A larger number of  dry 
cured “country” hams are 
still marketed, but that 
number has also declined 
as Americans have turned 
to more modern processed 
meat products. Country 
hams are being “co-packed” 
by other companies that 
specialize in such products.

Connoisseurs of  Smith-
field Ham will be pleased 
to know that the company 
will continue cooking the 
“genuine” hams for sale 
and that the company’s 
unique “Charles Henry 
Gray Ham” will continue to 
be produced.

Sullivan said he is a per-
sonal fan of  the Charles 
Henry Gray ham and spe-
cifically asked that its pro-
duction continue. 

The Charles Henry Gray 
is a Genuine Smithfield 
ham that’s been cooked, 
sliced and specially treated 
with a sugar mix developed 
by the late Charles Henry 
Gray, who was a Smithfield 
Foods executive. Gray’s rec-
ipe for the ham is a closely 
guarded secret.

turn lane project. 
One project was a study 

to look at alternative routes 
for Smithfield portion of  
the Park-to-Park trail, at 
$10,617.

The Smithfield Park-
to-Park trail portion is in-
tended to provide seamless 
bike and pedestrian access 
from downtown to Carroll-
ton Nike Park. Without the 
Smithfield portion, the trail 
begins at the intersection 
of  South Church Street and 
Battery Park Road and ends 
at Nike Park. 

There is no public park-
ing available at the trail 
terminus at South Church 
Street and Battery Park 
Road, nor is there a side-
walk available from that 
intersection to the Cypress 
Creek bridge. 

At the Jan. 8 Town Coun-
cil meeting, Smithfield Di-
rector of  Planning, Engi-
neering and Public Works 
William Saunders said that 
VDOT had informed town 
staff  that money in the 
“urban fund” account had 
to be assigned to specific 
projects or else it would be 
reallocated elsewhere due 

to changes in state fund-
ing policy known as Smart 
Scale. 

For that reason, funds 
could not be moved from 
one project to another, said 
Saunders. 

Meanwhile, the traffic 
count along South Church 
Street, once the impetus 
for the third turn lane, has 
dropped since the early 
2000s. In 2005, the average 
daily traffic volume report-
ed by VDOT on that portion 
of  South Church Street 
was 16,000, and in the most 
recent report, the number 
was 13,000. 

could come and go, taking 
tax revenue and jobs, while 
a state facility is there to 
stay. 

Other companies can 
also sue the county, such as 
International Paper, caus-
ing legal fees, but the state 
does not do that, he added. 

Grice said giving away 
land is also a way to attract 
businesses and has been 
done in the past.

Meanwhile, the county 
has sunk more than $300,000 
to create pad-ready sites in 
another portion of  the in-
termodal park that already 
has utilities, and there have 
been no offers at all, he said. 

With regards to the pur-
chase of  the land being 
eyed for the project, and 
the subsequent criticism 
about the amount of  wet-

lands, Grice said a previ-
ous Board bought it, and 
besides, where were the 
Economic Development 
Authority members when 
that was happening?

Two members of  the 
county’s EDA have been 
particularly vocal about 
their opposition to the proj-
ect. 

Grice criticized those 
who say they do not want 
a correctional center in 
their backyards, noting 
that there was only one 
residential house that may 
fit that description — and 
it’s across the highway. 

The property being eyed 
is along Route 258 and is 
mostly surrounded by farm 
fields and forest. 

“I’m opposed to some of  
the ridiculousness for rea-

sons against this. Not in my 
backyard is not a reason,” 
said Grice.

McCarty reiterated that 
the Board has been trans-
parent and did include the 
Windsor Town Council in 
the process from the be-
ginning. 

McCarty defended the 
expenditure of  $500,000 to 
help with the cost of  build-
ing water and sewer lines to 
the project, as none exists 
along that portion of  Route 
258 right now. 

The $500,000 allows the 
lines to be big enough to 
accommodate other users, 
he said. 

“Sometimes in the noise 
of  what people may think 
the facts may be lost,” he 
said.  

Wagner reminded the 
town of  its participation 
in the Certified Local Gov-
ernment program, whereas 
Smithfield is committed 
to promoting and preserv-
ing its historic sites and 

district, as well as having 
an ordinance that protects 
historic structures. 

The Wombwell house, 
however, sits outside the 
town’s historic district and 
is not directly affected by 

the ordinance. 
In addition to Wagner’s 

letter, the Isle of  Wight 
County Historical Soci-
ety made an appeal to the 
Smithfield Town Council at 
its January meeting to give 
the organization a year to 
find a solution for the house. 

Albert Burckard, rep-
resenting the Historical 
Society, offered to share the 
cost of  ground penetrating 
radar with the town to lo-
cate a purported graveyard 
near the Wombwell house. 

Burckard also presented 
the Town Council with a 
petition with 123 signatures 
to save the house. 

Smithfield Town Council 
member Randy Pack asked 
if  the Wombwell house 
could return to the com-
mittee level for further dis-
cussion. 

“It’s worth our time,” he 
said, adding that if  someone 
wants to save the house, it’s 
worth exploring. 

The Wombwell House was photographed in 1934, 
presumably duringthe government-sponsored WPA 
survey of old homes.

lehem Church of  Praise in 
Newport News. For more 
information, call 859-9444.  
God’s Anointed Touch 

Bible study is on Jan. 
30 at 7 p.m. Dinner will be 
served. This year, the topic 
of  study is “God’s Plan for 

Our Finances” by Dwight 
Nicholas. For more infor-
mation contact 242-4151. 
Pentecostal Holiness 

Pentecostal Holiness 
Church of  God will be host-
ing a service to raise money 
for their building fund. 
For more information, call 
Sarah Gatewood at 617-8427.  

Church
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YOUTH SPORTS
Isle of Wight Academy 
vanquished the Vikings 
from Broadwater. 

— See page 14

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“
”

We recognize the importance and 
need for broadband in and around 
the community we serve.

Learning to pick and 
sing along in ‘The Pas-
ture’.

— See page 9
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— Electric Co-op spokesman Jessica Parr
On exploration of internet access, p. 1

EDA will deed land to IW
Windsor members resign following 5-2 voteBy Diana McFarland

Managing editor
The Isle of  Wight Economic 

Development Authority voted 5-2 
to give the land for a youth correc-
tional center back to the county 
so the plans can go through an 
official public hearing process.

After voting against the move 
on Jan. 23, EDA member Rich-
ard J. Holland Jr. resigned. EDA 
member Len Alphin also voted 
against giving the land back to 

the county and has since resigned 
from the EDA.

“I don’t kiss the ring,” Holland 
said of  the Board of  Supervisors’ 
request to convey the land back to 
the county rather than the state.

If  the EDA had given the land 
to the state, the public hearing 
process would not be required. 
The county had planned to host 

information sessions instead, and 
so far, it has held two. 

Holland said he was chosen to 
represent his “constituents” in 
Windsor, and they do not want a 
prison near town.

EDA members are not elected, 
they are appointed by the Board 
of  Supervisors. 

The proposed 60-bed youth cor-

rectional center is being eyed for 
20 acres of  county-owned proper-
ty south of  the Town of  Windsor. 

“Prisons have a stigma that 
people don’t want to be around,” 
Holland said.

Holland predicted the pub-
lic hearing process would be a 
“sham” and a “masquerade.” 

Prior to the vote, EDA Chair-

man Ron Pack went over the 
boundaries and duties of  the 
Authority, saying it originated as 
a way to issue bonds for business, 
including his own, Smithfield 
Station. 

After the county began buy-
ing property for its intermodal 

By Diana McFarland
Managing Editor

Isle of  Wight County has 
the distinction of  having the 
eighth highest per capita debt 
load among counties in the 
Commonwealth. 

Isle of  Wight carries a debt 
balance of  $238.6 million, ac-
cording to the 2017 compar-
ative report of  local govern-
ment revenues. 

That is up 9 percent from 
2015 when the debt was $218.5 
million, but the county has 
dropped from the fifth highest 
per capita cost since 2015.

The debt represents $6,436 
for every man, woman and 
child in the county. 

Coming in higher than Isle 
of  Wight for per capita spend-
ing is Arlington ($10,251), Fair-
fax ($9,151), Loudon ($6,942), 
Stafford ($6,763), Spotsylvania 
($6,630) Goochland ($7,877) and 
Powhatan counties ($6,588). 

As the county prepares for 
the upcoming budget season 
with its accompanying capital 

By Diana McFarland
Managing editor

While Isle of  Wight County 
grapples with a good deal of  
debt, Smithfield is in the oppo-
site position, when compared 
to other towns in Virginia. 

Smithfield has the third 
lowest per capita debt load 
among towns in the Com-
monwealth, at $834 for each 
man, woman and child in the 
town, according to the 2017 
comparative report of  local 
government revenues.

Coming in lower than 
Smithfield are the towns of  
Ashland and Bridgewater, at 
$234 and $795 in per capita 
debt, respectively. The aver-
age debt for Virginia towns is 
$2,536 per capita.

Per capita
IW debt 
ranks 8th
Most higher are
in N. Virginia

Smfd. debt
relatively
low in Va.

By Diana McFarland
Managing editor

Community Electric Coopera-
tive is in the exploratory phase of  
providing high speed Internet to 
its rural customers.  

The cooperative is conducting 
an analysis to determine the af-
fordability and feasibility of  this 
program in its service territory, 
according to Jessica Parr, spokes-
person for Community Electric 
Cooperative in Windsor.  

If  the cooperative can get past 
the first initial steps, it plans to 
work with Isle of  Wight County, 

Mid-Atlantic Broadband (MBC) 
and other stakeholders, said Parr. 

“We recognize the importance 
and need for broadband in and 
around the community we serve 
— its impetus on economic de-
velopment, the reinvestments 
that MBC makes to enhance 
educational growth, and the 
infrastructure it provides for 
telecommunications,” said Parr.

Electric cooperatives in Vir-
ginia are looking at broadband as 

a necessary utility for their cus-
tomers and its implementation as 
similar to the rural electrification 
effort in the 1930s. 

Prince George Electric Coop-
erative is building a pilot fiber 
optic-based backbone for its cus-
tomers in Prince George, Sussex 
and Surry counties.    

Surry County has pledged 
$500,000 to the effort. 

Mecklenburg Electric Coop-
erative is also conducting a pilot 

program to construct a fiber optic 
cable network through a joint-use 
agreement with Mid-Atlantic 
Broadband. 

Mid-Atlantic Broadband, with 
the assistance of  Tobacco Com-
mission grants in the early 2000s, 
was able to construct a network of  
fiber cables throughout south cen-
tral and southeastern Virginia.

Mid-Atlantic is a 501c4 non-

Co-op exploring net access
Could eventually serve rural areas of IW

By Diana McFarland
Managing editor

The chairman of  the Smith-
field Board of  Zoning Appeals 
wanted to have a meeting. There 
wasn’t a zoning case to be heard, 
but Chairman Christopher 
Gwaltney wanted to get some 
organizational business out of  
the way, such as electing new 
officers. 

Town staff  said no and in the 
end, the BZA was ushered out of  
the building. 

The conflict between Gwalt-
ney and town staff  began when 

he sent out a notice to BZA 
members on Dec. 20 for a called 
meeting. Smithfield Planning 
Technician Joseph Reish replied 
with a notice of  his own, stating 
that the meeting was cancelled 
due to a lack of  business. 

It is not uncommon for BZA, 
Planning Commission and 
Board of  Historic and Architec-
tural Review meetings to be can-
celled due to lack of  business. 

Newly hired town Planning 
and Zoning Administrator John 
Settle warned in an email that 
if  the BZA were to meet, town 

staff  would not be present, they 
would not be paid and any action 
would not be recognized. 

Gwaltney forged ahead any-
way, calling on the other four 
members to meet Jan. 15, 7:30 
p.m. at The Smithfield Center. 

“We will meet unless they 
threaten to arrest us for tres-
passing,” wrote Gwaltney in 
an email.

Three of  the five members, 
including Gwaltney, arrived 
at The Smithfield Center and 
waited in the hall for the Board 
of  Historic and Architectural 

Review to complete its business. 
The BZA typically meets 

following BHAR — when there 
is business to be heard.

Gwaltney presented his case, 
unofficially and in the hallway, 
as to why they should be allowed 
to have a meeting. 

Meetings need to be called 
by the chairman, failing that, it 
is called by the vice chairman, 
said Gwaltney. Without a vice 
chairman, who would call the 
meeting in my absence, Gwalt-

BZA, town clash over no meeting

• See EDA, p. 3

• See BZA, p. 7

• See INTERNET, p. 7

• See TOWN DEBT, p. 3

• See IW DEBT, p. 3

Boat ramp work begins
Work has begun on the Clontz Park public boat ramp off North Church Street in Smithfield. The project includes 
removing hundreds of truckloads of debris from the former Gwaltney meatpacking plant that was once located at 
the site. The boat ramp will provide another river access for the public, as the closest public ramps are now located 
at Tyler’s Beach in Rushmere and Jones Creek in Carrollton. The boat ramp is being built by Docks of the Bay LLC 
and a portion of the cost is covered by grants from the Virginia Marine Resources Commission, the Virginia Port 
Authority and the state. The land was deeded to the town by Smithfield Foods.
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of  them were rambling 
structures, with rooms and 
wings added on as need and 
finances dictated. Many, 
like ours, had a breeze-
way, also known as a “dog 
trot” in some parts of  the 
south, that connected the 
main living spaces with a 
semi-detached kitchen. My 
parents had closed in the 
porch shortly after World 
War II and installed a bath-
room at the same time. The 
closed-in porch was opened 
in the summer and closed in 
the winter.

None of  the old farm-
houses were insulated, and 
the small tenant houses 
that dotted the county were 
worse — usually, a lot worse. 
Wherever there was a chim-
ney, though, there was an 
opportunity to fire up a 
wood stove. All it required 
was a metal floor mat (insu-
lated with asbestos, no less), 
a stovepipe, a tin heater and 
some wood.

We had two, one in the 
kitchen and another in my 
sister’s upstairs bedroom. 
(We boys had the unheated 
room across the tiny hall.)

An unheated room was 
an incentive not to dawdle. 
It didn’t take long on a Jan-
uary morning to jump into 
a pair of  dungarees (while 
still in bed under a quilt), 
pull on socks, shoes and a 

flannel shirt and race from 
upstairs down, through 
the dining room, across 
the closed-in breezeway 
and into the small kitch-
en, where a tin heater sat 
glowing and popping, just 
as welcome as a cup of  hot 
chocolate.

Tin heaters,  as  the 
name clearly describes, 
were made of  thin sheets 
of  metal. As they heated 
up, the expanding metal 
would make tiny popping 
sounds and, if  they got hot 
enough, they would glow in 
a dark room.

There were other, much 
more expensive varieties 
of  wood stove that could 
be found in living rooms. 
They held more wood and 
produced more heat. They 
often had a flat top that 
would accommodate a pot 
of  water to add moisture 
to a dry room, or heat a pot 
of  coffee.

But wood was on its way 
out as the primary source 
of  heat. By the 1950s, many 
rural homes had at least one 
oil stove. They were free-
standing, kerosene-fueled 
upright boxes. A firebox 
was generally surrounded 
by what was considered an 
attractive exterior cover, 
usually with a baked enam-
el finish. 

The family that had a 
large Siegler or DuoTherm 
oil heater in the living room 

• Continued from p. 2

Rows

net). Deadline for submit-
ting completed applica-
tions is March 2nd.

Finally, Bland compe-
titions are free and open 

to the public. We invite 
everyone to come out to 
hear these gifted young 
musicians perform!

Tim Marinelli
Smithfield Lions

Staff photo by Diana McFarland
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‘No excuse’
absentee voting
By William Bell

Senator Mamie Locke has introduced a bill in the 
2019 session to have “No Excuse Absentee Voting.” 
This bill is supported by Governor Northam. It brings 
with it a significant unfunded mandate. It will require 
additional staff  and at least one additional voting 
location for Isle of  Wight initially.

The change brought about by this bill is to elimi-
nate the 20 or so excuses for requesting an absentee 
ballot. One simply has to request a ballot. No reason 
necessary. The only current data that we can use 
to try to judge the impact is from North Carolina’s 
experience over the last 10 years. Based on that, Isle 
of  Wight could expect from 200 to 400 voters per day 
during an absentee voting period. That won’t fit into 
the current voting registrar’s facility. 

The Voter Registrars Association of  Virginia 
has estimated that Isle of  Wight County could have 
between 6,000 and 14,000 “early” voters go to the reg-
istrar’s office to vote absentee if  the bill passes. The 
numbers represent 30 to 60 percent of  the number who 
voted in the last presidential election and are based 
on North Carolina’s experience in absentee voting.

The Voter Registrars Association has encouraged 
local government to consider what it will cost for them 
to have one to three locations or even more in addi-
tion to the current Registrar’s Office to accommodate 
early voting. These offices will need all of  the setup 
requirements for an office (computers, secure inter-
net access), telephones and furniture, as well as the 
requirements for voting (machines, secure storage, 
ballots). The costs to build or rent space will need 
to be considered, too, as well as the need for trained 
staff  people. These spaces will need to be consistently 
available, not a one-year rental. Voters need to know 
where to go vote, not “musical chair” voting locations.

While it is possible that we could institute early or 
no-excuse absentee voting and not need an additional 
location or resources, this is unlikely. One of  the goals 
of  early or no-excuse absentee voting is to make it eas-
ier for people to vote other than on Election Day, and 
many hope that it will increase turnout overall. If  this 
is what we believe or hope will happen, why wouldn’t 
we plan for it to happen? We need to be prepared for 
people to take advantage of  the new system.

I have served many years on the Isle of  Wight 
Electoral Board and understand the desire to have 
a “no excuse” absentee system. In fact, it’s not a bad 
idea. But it will require planning and recognition 
that it might cost the county additional manpower 
and facilities. 
(EDITOR’S NOTE: William Bell has served on the 
Isle of  Wight Electoral Board for many years and is 
its secretary.)

Regional jail not a
bother to neighbors

The Riverview community was built near a regional jail that is co-owned by 
Isle of Wight County.

By Diana McFarland
Managing editor

Residents asked about 
living next to the Western 
Tidewater Regional Jail 
in Suffolk were generally 
unconcerned about the 
facility. 

Living next to a correc-
tional facility in terms of  
safety and property values 
are some of  the top con-
cerns surrounding plans to 
build a youth correctional 
facility outside the Town 
of  Windsor. 

The Smithfield Times 
knocked on the doors of  
15 residents of  Riverwood 
last week and spoke to eight 
— all living on the street 
closest to the jail — about 
what it’s like living next to 
the jail. 

Riverwood, a develop-
ment of  about 140 hous-
es, was built after the jail 
opened, which was in the 
early 1990s. The average 

sales price for homes in the 
neighborhood is $240,390, 
according to Isle of  Wight 
County staff. 

“It’s the best neighbor 
you could ask for. They keep 
to themselves,” said Noelle 
Rhoads, who moved to Riv-
erwood in 2000. 

Residents also figured 
that if  anyone did escape, 
their first move would be 
to get as far away from the 
jail as possible and coming 
into Riverwood would not be 
part of  their plans. 

Ira Sadler, who happens 
to work at the state prison in 
Sussex, said the jail wasn’t a 
consideration when he pur-
chased his home 18 years 
ago. 

He can only recall one 
incident about 15 years ago 
when one inmate did escape 
and Sadler saw him running 
through the neighborhood. 

But he was caught, said 

Sadler, adding that has been 
the only escape incident he 
can recall. 

Colonel William Smith, 
WTRJ superintendent, said 
that is the only escape he 
can recall and he’s been 
with the jail for eight years. 
In that case, the inmate ran 
out of  the sally port area 
due to a broken door and 
was caught, he said.

JoAnn Volz has lived 
in the neighborhood for 17 
years and said she some-
times sees those who have 
been released walking 
along Hannah Hunt Boule-
vard, the main road outside 
the neighborhood, but that’s 
about it. 

Once, many years ago, a 
released man asked her to 
call his wife to pick him up 
and she did, said Volz, add-
ing that was the only direct 
contact she’s ever had with 
a former prisoner. 

Volz said the exasperated 

wife told him to walk up to 
the corner where it meets 
Godwin Boulevard. 

Smith said inmates who 
are released are advised to 
walk toward Godwin Boule-
vard on the right side of  the 
road for safety as well as to 
eliminate any interaction 
with Riverwood residents. 

Smith said some inmates 
walk away from the jail, but 
most get a ride. 

In his eight years, Smith 
said he has not received a 
complaint from anyone in 
the neighborhood, adding 
that a jail employee lives in 
Riverwood.  

Toni Simms, who has 
lived in Riverwood for two 
years, said they did not even 
notice the jail until after 
they closed on the house. 

Tara Ralph’s parents 
have lived in the neighbor-
hood since the beginning, 
and she and her family 
moved to Riverwood more 
than four years ago. 

Ralph said she hasn’t 
put any more restrictions 
on her kids than she would 
anywhere else and said Hal-
loween in Riverwood is like 
any other neighborhood. 

“We don’t really notice,” 
said Ralph of  the proximity 

of  the jail, adding that at 
least those in the jail have 
been caught compared to 
potential criminals still on 
the streets. 

Gary Boucher has lived 
in Riverwood for three 
years and was initially ap-
prehensive about buying 
a house next to a jail, but 
that concern has long since 
dissipated.  

Instead, Boucher figures 
criminals will stay away 
from Riverwood because 
of  the number of  police 
cars that drive to and from 
the jail. 

It’s a deterrent, he said. 

lived in relative comfort and 
felt they had taken a giant 
step, particularly in conve-
nience. Just turn the nob to 
open a carburetor, let kero-
sene flow into the fuel pot, 
then light it. Instant fire.

Many oil stoves also had 
small fans that circulated 
their heat to a larger area. 
Things were getting sophis-
ticated by then.

Also introduced during 
those days was the floor 
register. A square hole was 
sawn in an upstairs bed-
room and a metal register 
inserted in it, generally in 
the vicinity of  a downstairs 
wood or oil stove. The reg-
ister would be opened and 
excess heat from the fire 
below would warm the up-
stairs room. It was awfully 
nice to change into pajamas 
while standing above a floor 
register.

My sister and I could 
go to her room, open the 
floor register and listen 
surreptitiously to conversa-
tions the adults were having 
downstairs in the living 
room. That was particular-
ly enjoyable on evenings 
when our mother hosted a 
meeting of  the church cir-
cle. Boy, could those ladies 
gossip.

Nice memories to have 
on a winter day in 2019, 
when all you have to do to 
warm a room is turn up the 
thermostat.

park, the EDA (formerly 
the Industrial Development 
Authority) was used to hold, 
manage, maintain and dis-
pose of  property purchased 
by the county, said Pack.

Pack said it was not the 
duty of  the EDA to decide 
what business comes to the 
county, nor was it to change 
the county’s mind on a plan 
of  action. 

Isle of  Wight County Ad-
ministrator Randy Keaton 
went over a requested list of  
pros and cons of  the project. 

Pros included having 
the state pay two-thirds of  
the cost of  running a water 
and sewer line to the prop-
erty, as well as the 240 jobs 
and the economic activity 

those would generate, said 
Keaton.

The utility lines would 
be large enough to serve 
other  residential  and 
business properties, said 
Keaton, adding that the 
property was not likely to 
be developed by a private 
business due to the lack of  
utilities. 

Isle of  Wight officials 
have also stated that anoth-
er business is interested in 
locating next to the correc-
tional center. 

The utility lines make 
the property marketable, 
said Keaton. 

The cons include the 
negative perception of  a 
prison, but Keaton said the 
reality is that the Bon Air 
youth correctional center in 

Chesterfield, or the Western 
Tidewater Regional Jail in 
Suffolk, have not hampered 
residential or business de-
velopment. 

It’s a clean industry 
with well-paying jobs that 
will stay here, said Keaton, 
referring to the fact that 
private business can come 
and go, taking the jobs with 
them. 

The average pay has been 
estimated at $60,000 a year. 

Isle of  Wight County 
Director of  Economic De-
velopment Chris Morello 
said the proposed facility 
would also have a masonry 
wall around it with a top 
that curves inward, making 
it impossible to climb and 
escape. 

“It’s not a barbed wire 
facility,” he said concerning 
questions about safety and 

security. 
Virginia Department of  

Juvenile Justice Director 
Andrew Block has stated 
that since Bon Air put up 
a fence around its facility 
in Chesterfield, there have 
been no escapes. 

However, Block on Fri-
day would not deny or con-
firm the material or design 
of  the fence to encircle the 
facility, stating it is still 
early in the design process. 

The proposed residential 
facility was once slated 
to be built in Chesapeake, 
along with the city’s own 
detention center, but those 
plans fell through when the 
project failed to get the nec-
essary super majority vote 
by the city council. 

Chesapeake had offered 
the land as well as $7-8 mil-
lion as an incentive for the 

state to locate its new facil-
ity in the city. The utilities 
were already there, said 
Keaton. 

When that  deal  fell 
through, Isle of  Wight ap-
proached the state, and 
based on the offer proffered 
by Chesapeake, the coun-
ty offered the land and a 
portion of  the cost of  the 
utilities, said Keaton. 

Isle of  Wight County has 
spent about $10 million pur-
chasing property around 
Windsor for its intermodal 
park — originally devised 
to work in conjunction with 
the expansion of  the Port of  
Virginia.

The idea was that Isle of  
Wight could become home 
to warehouse facilities de-

signed to handle the freight 
coming and going from 
the Port due to its location 
along Route 460.

So far, that hasn’t materi-
alized. Since it began build-
ing its intermodal park, 
Isle of  Wight has attracted 
three businesses — Cost-
Plus World Market, Safco 
and Keurig Green Moun-
tain, but nothing since 2012. 

Holland said previous 
Boards of  Supervisors had 
been known for certain 
things, such as buying the 
Stoup property for $1 mil-
lion and signing on with 
the now notorious Norfolk 
water deal.

T his  Board wil l  be 
known for bringing a prison 
to Windsor, he said. 

improvements plan, the 
School Board has approved 
a $78.2 million long-range 

Smithfield’s total out-
standing debt for 2017 was 
listed at $6.7 million. That 
puts Smithfield at seventh 
from the bottom of  38 towns 
listed for the total of  out-
standing debt. 

The Town of  Windsor 
was not included in the 
comparative report. 

However, Windsor has 
prided itself  on not taking 
on debt and currently, the 
only item that could be 
considered debt is a $500,000  
line of  credit for the Wind-
sor Town Center. 

IW debt
facilities plan over the next 
10 years. 

The Isle of  Wight Coun-
ty Planning Commission 
is now in the process of  
reviewing the CIP before it 
goes to the Board of  Super-
visors. (See related story on 
page 5).

Recent big-ticket proj-
ects that have added to the 
debt since 2015 include the 
new emergency communi-
cations system at $8 million 
and another $8 million for 
the new schools’ career 
and technical education 
program. 

Smithfield District Su-
pervisor Dick Grice, who 
has spearheaded an effort 
to form a finance commit-
tee, said the way to man-
age the debt in the future, 
particularly with regards 
to the schools, is to deter-
mine trigger points for var-
ious projects, such as new 
schools and major renova-
tions of  existing facilities. 

Town debt

EDA
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Thursday, Feb. 7
BLOOD DRIVE—The Isle of Wight 
County Ruritan Club is hosting 
a blood drive, Thursday, Feb. 7, 
1-5 p.m. at its clubhouse, located 
at 17011 Courthouse Highway. 
To schedule an appointment, 
visit redcrossblood.org and enter 
IsleOfWight. 

Saturday, Feb. 9
BREAKFAST—The Smithfield Veterans 
of Foreign Wars Post 8545 invite the 
Community for an “Old Fashioned 
Country Breakfast” at the Post 
located at 223 Washington St., 
across from the library and YMCA. 
Breakfast is served Saturday, Feb. 9, 
7-10 a.m. with a menu of scrambled 
eggs, bacon, sausage, grits, biscuits, 
gravy, hash browns, corn bread, 
fried salt herring and mixed fruit. 
Coffee and juice are included with 
a $7 donation. Omelet to order is 
an additional $2. Children age 6-12 
are $4 and children under 6 eat 
free. All proceeds go to support the 
many activities and programs of the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 8545 
in Smithfield. 

SILENT AUCTION—The 12th annual 
Love & Hope Wine Tasting and 
Silent Auction for Relay for Life is 
Saturday, Feb. 9, 7-10 p.m. at the 
Gatling Pointe Yacht Club. The event 
is hosted by the Beacons of Hope 
Relay for Life team. Participants will 
sample five wines paired with five 
appetizers while bidding on prizes. 
Special order wines will also be 
available to purchase. Tickets are 
$30 a person in advance and $35 
at the door and space is limited. 
Auction donations are also welcome. 
Tickets available on Eventbrite 
- https://www.eventbrite.com/
e/12th-annual-love-and-hope-wine-
tasting-and-silent-auction-for-relay-
tickets-53658916263 or at Captain 
Chuckamucks in Rescue. For more 
information, call 279-0389 or email 
beaconsofhope@charter.net.

Sunday, Feb. 10
SWEETHEARTS—The Leroy and Janice 
Butler Gospel Hour is sponsoring its 
30th annual Sweetheart Banquet, 
Sunday, Feb. 10, 3 p.m. at The 
Smithfield Center. Doors open at 2:15 
p.m. The afternoon features Karen 
Abercrombie of “War Room,” violinist 
Eric Taylor and ‘One Man Band,’ Joel 
Joyner. Queen contestants are Ciara 
Charity, Lela Brown, Augusta Williams 
and Rosa Hines. Ticket donation is 
$45 and can be purchased by calling 
641-8004 or 641-8216. 

Monday, Feb. 11
NAACP—The Isle of Wight NAACP 
meets Monday, Feb. 11, 7 p.m. at 
First Gravel Hill Baptist Church, 
5230 Old Stage Hwy., Smithfield. 
Isle of Wight County School Board 
Chairperson Vicky Hulick is the guest 
speaker. 

CITIZENS—The Isle of Wight Citizens’ 
Association meets Monday, Feb. 11, 
7 p.m. in the community room of 
Sentara St. Luke’s, Carrollton. Isle of 
Wight County Sheriff James Clarke 
will discuss public safety issues in 
the county. A short business meeting 
will follow. For more information, call 
503-3450 or 613-6183.

Tuesday, Feb. 12
AUXILIARY—The Isle of Wight Rescue 
Squad Auxiliary meets Tuesday, Feb. 
12, 5:30 p.m., at the Isle of Wight 
Rescue Squad building, 13080 Great 
Spring Road, Smithfield.  For more 
information, call 435-7538.

Wednesday, Feb. 13
YOUTH ART—Resident artist Diane 
Greenhalgh teaches fundamental 
drawing principles, painting and 
color theory for young artists ages 6 
to 12 on Wednesdays, Feb. 13 and 
27, 4:30-6 p.m. The fee is $40 for 
members of the Isle of Wight Arts 
League, $50 for non-members. Each 
month new projects will be offered 
to advance students’ skill and 
knowledge.  Registration required five 
days prior to first session. For more 
information or to register, call the Arts 
Center@319 at 357-7707 or send 
e-mail to info@smithfieldarts.org.

Thursday, Feb. 14
SMALL BIZ—The Isle of Wight County 
Chamber of Commerce is hosting 
a series of free one-hour small 
business development consultations 
with Jim Carroll, from the Small 
Business Development Center.  
Meetings take place at Chamber 
office, 100 Main St. Smithfield, on 
the second Thursday of the month. 
The next sessions are Feb. 14, March 

Transformation
Isle of Wight County is eyed as part of the plan to change juvenile justice in Virginia

By Diana McFarland
Managing editor

Missouri’s approach to ju-
venile justice has been called a 
‘guiding light’ and Virginia is one 
of  many states to follow its lead.

The Missouri approach calls 
for therapeutic treatment coupled 
with confinement, and building 
on that model, Virginia has add-
ed its own touches, such as more 
clinical staff  and a robust set of  
educational and post-secondary 
offerings, according Virginia 
Department of  Juvenile Justice 
Director Andrew Block.

One key component being eyed 
as part of  Virginia’s juvenile jus-
tice transformation is slated for 
Isle of  Wight County. 

Virginia’s current secure res-
idential correctional center, Bon 
Air, has 270 beds and houses male 
and female youth, ages 14-21, with 
an average age of  17. 

Located in Chesterfield County, 
Bon Air was designed to resemble 
adult facilities and Virginia is 
looking to move away from that 
model for its youth in the future, 

The Isle of Wight County Board 
of Supervisors is having a public 
hearing Thursday, Feb. 21 on 
giving the land to the state for 
a new 60-bed residential youth 
correctional facility south of 
Windsor. The meeting begins at 
6 p.m. at the Isle of Wight County 
courthouse complex. 

Public hearing
said Block. 

The proposed Isle of  Wight 
County facility will have 60 beds 
divided into five cottages with 12 
beds each and serve boys only, 

By Diana McFarland
Managing editor

A young inmate last week 
eagerly described how the four 
phases unfold in his unit at the 
Bon Air Youth Correctional 
Center in Chesterfield.

Phase 1, “Rookies,” lets new-
comers learn the ropes, ex-
plained Carter, whose last name 
is being withheld because he is 
an inmate at the facility. 

Phase 2 is important because 
kids need feedback, and Phase 
3 is when kids begin to face the 
impact of  their actions on their 
victims and learn empathy, he 
said. 

Completion of  each phase is 
accompanied by a reward, such 
as switching out a blanket for a 
comforter, said Carter. 

As part of  Phase 4, called 
“Big Dawg,” inmates write a 
letter to themselves about what 

they have learned and what they 
did wrong. That is mailed home 
so it can be read after being re-
leased, said Carter. 

Carter enthusiastically de-
scribed each phase and with 
great detail. When he was fin-
ished, Franklin Wilkes, resident 
specialist II, rushed over to give 
him a hug. 

Wilkes said Carter was hard 
to reach when he first arrived 
at Bon Air and seeing him aptly 
give a presentation “brought 
tears to my eyes just to listen to 
him,” he said, wiping his eyes.

Bon Air, founded in 1910, is lo-
cated in Chesterfield County and 
houses youth ages 14-21, with 
an average age of  17. Those at 
Bon Air have committed crimes 
from misdemeanors to serious 
felonies. 

The facility is in the pro-

Creating a structured 
life while confined

Youth leadership at Bon Air, from left: Jaquan Brehon and 
Sage Williams with Community Manager Rukiya Bellamy. 

The Bon Air youth correctional faciity in Chesterfield County is surrounded by a tall chain 
link fence and razor wire. The proposed facility in Isle of Wight County will also be fenced, 
but the final material for that has not yet been decided.

One of the residential units at the Bon Air youth correctional facility. Designed like an adult jail, the unit has a center open 
area with chairs and tables. Individual rooms with locking doors surround the area. The plan for Isle of Wight includes 
more opportunity for natural light. 

said Block.
Each boy will have his own 

room with a lockable door, along 
with a common area, staff  offices, 
a treatment space and an attached 
outdoor space, said Block. 

There will be a main dining 
hall, a separate school building 
and recreational area so that the 
youth can get fresh air and sun-
shine rather than being inside all 
day, he said. 

The units will be kept to 12 
boys or less to increase familiar-
ity and trust between the youth 
and the adults, said Block, adding 
it’s harder to generate those attri-
butes with more kids. 

Each unit will have an assigned 
clinician, who will work with the 
youth on individual needs, such 
as anger management, aggression 
replacement therapy, substance 
abuse and family therapy, said 
Block. 

Academic coursework will also 
be individualized as many kids 
come to a correctional setting 
several years behind, he said. 

The goal is to earn a high 
school diploma, and beyond that, 
college credits or vocational 
training. 

Vocational training will be tai-

lored to the area, and in Hampton 
Roads, welding is one area being 
pursued, said Block. 

Staff  members will be in the 
cottages around the clock with 
a minimum of  two on duty. Each 
unit will be managed by a commu-
nity coordinator, and there will 
be a therapist and case manager 
assigned as well, said Block.

It appears that a higher ratio of  
adults per child is most effective 
for treatment and supervision, 
said Block. 

“This is hard work on the 
staff,” he said. 

The proposed facility in Isle 
of  Wight County is expected to 
employ 240 people. 

• See STRUCTURE, p. 17

An unoccupied room at Bon Air. The youth sleep on a mattress 
(shown  folded on the floor) on the platform in the rear. This 
room has a sink and toilet, but those in Isle of Wight would 
not. Instead, youth would use a communal bathroom. The 
window would also be larger, but still secure, to allow for 
more light, according to Director of Virginia Department of 
Juvenile Justice Andrew Block.  
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Those who are chosen to 
go to the Isle of  Wight facil-
ity will be the kids with the 
highest needs on multiple 
levels and who need the 
highest level of  services to 
be successful upon release, 
said Block. 

The Isle of  Wight facil-
ity will be fenced and use 
state-of-the-art security 
measures, said Block, point-
ing out that since the fence 
was erected at Bon Air in 
the 1990s, there have been 
no escapes. 

Meanwhile, Bon Air will 
remain open and the state 
is looking to build another 
residential facility like that 
proposed for Isle of  Wight in 
central Virginia, said Block. 

Overall, the idea is to cre-
ate smaller facilities closer 
to the homes and families of  
the youth they serve. Also, 
if  the youth are closer to 
home, they can begin work-
ing with service providers 
before they are released, 
easing the transition, said 
Block. 

For example, prior to 
2017, Virginia had three 
facilities that provided 
multi-system and function-
al therapies, and those were 
located in or around Rich-
mond, according to the 
Virginia Department of  
Juvenile Justice Transfor-
mation Plan 2018 Update. 

By the end of  2018, the 
department had developed 
13 teams and the infrastruc-
ture necessary to serve 113 
of  135 cities and counties in 
the Commonwealth, accord-
ing to the plan update. 
The Missouri model

Missouri’s juvenile cor-
rectional system is based 
on six core characteristics, 
according to a report by The 
Annie E. Casey Foundation. 

The first is that youth are 
confined in smaller facili-
ties closer to their homes 
and families rather than 
large, prisonlike training 
schools. 

The largest youth correc-
tional facility in Missouri 
has 50 beds. 

The state also manages 
non-residential community 
care programs for the least 
serious offenders, group 
homes for less serious and 
moderate security facilities 
for up to 50 youth. Many 
of  the latter are located on 
state parks, according to 
the report. 

For the most serious 
offenders, there are secure 
care facilities. 

Youth in Missouri are 
placed in highly supervised 
small groups offering exten-
sive individual care rather 
than being confined in a cell 
or left to fend for themselves 
among their peers. The 
small groups conduct all 
parts of  the day together 
and treatment is woven into 
that model, according to the 
report. 

Aggression and emo-
tional abuse from peers is 
controlled through constant 
adult supervision and pos-
itive peer relationships. 
Coercive restraining tech-
niques have been replaced 
by intensive supervision, 
according to the report. 

The Missouri model 
helps youth achieve aca-
demic, pre-vocational and 
communication skills, as 
well as an understanding 
of  the roots of  the behavior 
that led them to delinquen-
cy in the first place. 

Finally, the model pro-
vides considerable support 
and supervision once the 
young person is released, 
according to the report.

Block said it has taken 
two years for the state to 
convert its residential units 
to the community treatment 
model.

The move to a smaller fa-
cility in Isle of  Wight Coun-
ty is a further realization of  
the state’s plan to reform its 
juvenile justice system, a 

process that began in 2015. 
So far, the number of  

detainments, as well as the 
average daily detention pop-
ulation, has decreased by 
about 20 percent from fiscal 
year 2015 to 2018, according 
to the DJJ 2018 Transforma-
tion Update. 

Also on the decrease is 
the rate of  aggression and 
violence, use of  force by 
staff, disciplinary reports 
with isolation and worker’s 
compensation claims, ac-
cording to the report. 

D u r i n g  c o m m u n i t y 

meetings about the Isle of  
Wight facility, Block stated 
that the three-year rearrest 
rate has historically been 
about 75 percent — with 
that being a more rigorous 
measure than incarcera-
tion.  

However, due to declin-
ing number of  youth in the 
juvenile justice system, the 
number of  youth rearrested 
from both probation and 
direct care decreased by 22.5 
and 24.6 percent, respective-
ly, since 2015, according to 
the update. 

While the Virginia Department of Juvenile Justice is patterning  its transformation on the Missouri 
model, it has placed a greater emphasis on education, according to Virginia Department of Juvenile 
Justice Director Andrew Block. The graph above shows how Standards of Learning scores have 
increased for youth in its care. Students at Bon Air can receive a standard or advanced diploma, 
graduating from the Yvonne B. Miller High School. 
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Staff photo by Diana McFarland

cess of  transforming its 
approach to juvenile reha-
bilitation from a tradition-
al correctional system to 
the community treatment 
model that got its start in 
Missouri. (See related story 
above).

The change takes on 
many forms, from top-down 
to student-led. 

Sage Williams, 18, is the 
president of  the Student 
Government Association 
at Bon Air, and Jaquan 
Brehon, 19, is “governor” 
of  District 3.

Williams, who was elect-
ed to his position by the 
other inmates, explains the 
structure of  the SGA, which 
has a highly defined chain 
of  command. 

Under the president 
there is a vice president 
and four governors over 
four districts, which are 
made up of  several units. 
Each unit has a mayor, said 
Williams.

As issues arise, they are 
worked through the chain 
of  command as resolutions 
are sought, said Williams. 

The association has most 
recently formed a family 
engagement committee on 
how to improve family re-
lations, said Williams. 

The student government 
is also consulted when the 
facility seeks to change a 
policy, such as room con-
finement, said Andrew 
Block, director of  the Vir-

ginia Department of  Juve-
nile Justice. 

The student government 
was founded in 2016 and its 
first president has since 
been released from Bon 
Air and is now a reservist 
in the military, said JROTC 
instructor Richard Pittman.

Williams and Brehon 
said the level of  support 
they have received at Bon 
Air has been helpful in 
terms of  increasing inter-
personal skills and offer-
ing more opportunities 
to advance themselves in 
preparation for the day they 
are released.

Being involved with the 
student government allows 

them to spread that mes-
sage to other inmates as 
they arrive at Bon Air, said 
Williams. 

“We’re doing it right 
here at Bon Air,” said Wil-
liams. 
School days

Williams wants to go 
into business when he is re-
leased. He earned his high 
school diploma at Bon Air 
and has so far completed six 
college credits. 

Since he has already 
graduated high school, Wil-
liams works five days a 
week at the facility’s adver-
tising and design section, 
creating materials for use 
in the agency and beyond. 

The proposed Isle of Wight facility 
at a glance

•The site being eyed for the facility is located south of the 
Town of Windsor on 20 acres of county-owned property 
along Route 258. 

•It is planned as a 60-bed residential facility designed to be 
close to the homes and families of its inmates. 

•The Virginia General Assembly included funding for the 
project effective last year, and the state is contributing three 
quarters of the cost of installing water and sewer to the site. 
Isle of Wight is contributing the land and $500,000 to the 
utilities, which will be able to be used by other residences 
and businesses. 

•The facility is expected to provide for 240 jobs with an 
average salary of $60,000 a year. 

•The facility will be fully fenced and employ the latest in 
security technology.

The section uses soft-
ware currently used by 
designers outside Bon Air, 
such as Adobe Photoshop, 
Illustrator and InDesign. 

Brehon has also graduat-
ed high school, is certified 
in CPR, OSHA and Health-
care and wants to join the 
U.S. Merchant Marines 
when he is released. 

The agency has been 
working on increasing grad-
uation rates, and inmates 
can earn a standard or ad-
vanced diploma or a GED, 
said Block adding that 90 
percent of  those eligible to 
graduate have done so. 

In addition to academic 
classes, inmates can obtain 
certificates in barbering, 
upholstery, industrial sew-
ing machine use, automo-
tive upholstery and more. 

Those that receive their 

Quilting and upholstery instructor Franklin Harvey shows off one of the quilts made by youth at the 
Bon Air Juvenile Correctional Center. In addition to quilting, the youth can learn to do upholstery and 
embroidery in preparation for jobs once released.
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certification in barbering 
leave Bon Air with $1,000 in 
tools so they can get a job, 
said instructor Franklin 
Harvey.

Bon Air leads the state in 
those obtaining their bar-
bering license and that also 
leads to lower recidivism, 
said Block.

Bon Air has a JROTC 
unit where inmates earn 
ranks and learn about the 
military.

In the quilting and up-
holstery class, inmates are 
currently working on quilts 
to enter in the Mid-Atlan-
tic Quilt Festival at the 
Hampton Coliseum, which 
they will also attend, said 
instructor Roy Mitchell. 

In addition to quilting 
and upholstery, inmates can 
learn embroidery and do a 
lot of  work for the agency, 
said Mitchell. 

Jobs are also available at 
Bon Air in the dining hall, 
as well as grounds mainte-
nance and janitorial, said 
Block. 
Community treatment 
model

Woven into the day is a 
wide-ranging set of  struc-
tures designed to support 
the inmates on multiple 
levels, such as the “Cougar 
Creed,” which outlines an 
acceptable list of  classroom 
behaviors such as not hav-
ing physical contact with 
others and attempting any 
given assignment. 

The PBIS model, which 
stands for Positive Behav-
ior Intervention and Sup-
port, is also used in public 
schools. 

Behavior Analytical 
Service Manager Autumn 
Kaufman said that in Janu-
ary, no inmate had to leave 
a classroom due to a behav-
ioral issue. Overall, it has 
decreased the time inmates 
have to leave a classroom for 
behavioral issues by 50-70 
percent, said Kaufman. 

Inmates earn points for 
good behavior and can ex-

change those for rewards, 
such a special hygiene 
items, she said. 

On the unit level, each 
inmate has 15-20 adults 
for support, and that can 
include family members, 
said Community Manager 
Rukiya Bellamy. 

Each unit is made up of  
12-14 youth, with the ideal 
number being nine to 10, 
she said. 

For those who are stay-
ing at the unit level, they 
have their own room and 
can personalize the walls 
with approved designs and 
illustrations to soften the 
prison-like atmosphere, 
said Bellamy. 

Other unit arrange-
ments include three open 
bays, which are like mili-
tary barracks, a unit for the 
facility’s female population, 
two units for those with 
cognitive and mental health 
issues and three units for 
sex offenders. 

Some single occupancy 
units have a sink and toilet, 
while others do not. 

All were designed like 
adult jails and prisons and 
the goal is to move away 
from that, said Block. 

The first unit to fully 
employ the new commu-
nity treatment model two 
years ago is a stand-alone 
brick residential unit with 
the remnants of  a summer 
garden in front. 

Inside, the unit has an 
open meeting area with 
“words of  wisdom” painted 
on the walls from former 
inmates and staff  for those 
who are currently living 
there. 

The residential hall has 
single occupancy rooms 
and a communal bathroom. 
Each room has a desk and a 
dresser and the inmate is al-
lowed to decorate the walls 
with approved designs. The 
unit also includes a treat-
ment room.

The facility began train-
ing under the community 

treatment model in 2015. 
Prior to the switch, the em-
phasis was safety, so there 
were a lot of  room checks 
and kids behind locked 
doors, said Bellamy.

With the new model, 
staff  can more spontaneous-
ly interact and engage the 
youth, teaching appropriate 
behaviors as the situation 
arises, said Bellamy. 

Before that change, any 
interaction was more rig-
idly approached, she said. 

Resident Specialist II 
Marquisha Jenkins de-
scribed a unit “town hall 
meeting” that was to be held 
later that day. During the 
meeting, a wide range of  
issues would be discussed, 
as well as going over the 
accomplishments of  each 
inmate, she said. 

“It’s sort of  like a family 
meeting,” said Jenkins. 

With its emphasis on 
building relationships, the 
new community treatment 
model has also cut down on 
staff  turnover, said Block.

Working in a correc-
tional facility is one of  the 
toughest jobs there is, and 
it’s made harder because 
those employees want to 
change lives, he said. 

Part of  the move to the 
community model included 
changing staff  titles from 
the correctional mode — 
major, sergeant, juvenile 
correctional officer — to 
titles and roles such as 
community manager and 
resident specialist. Uni-
forms were retooled to be 
more casual, such as cargo 
pants and polo shirts. And 
as security staff  transform 
to the new model, the work 
shifts decreased from 12 
hours to eight hours a day. 

Block said that not only 
does the facility work to 
rehabilitate the youth, it 
also works to advance and 
promote its employees. 

“It makes me so proud,” 
said Bellamy of  how Unit 
54 has evolved with the new 

model.
“It’s outside the box what 

you can do with this pro-
gram,” she said. 

Block said the overall 
goal is to make the kids 
accountable for what they 
have done and to administer 
the appropriate punish-
ment, but at the same time, 
show them what life can be 
like in the future. 

Williams and Brehon 
said the one of  the keys to 
not returning to prison is to 
change their environment 
once they get released. 

Brehon said moving to 
a new place would help, as 
well as continuing to do 
positive things. 

Williams said he’s had 
to change how he thinks, 
from a “boyish mindset” to 
being “strong-minded” and 
working toward positive 
personal goals. 

“Some people are just a 
negative influence,” he said. 
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SPORTS VALENTINE’S DAY
The Isle of Wight Commission 
on Aging had seniors boogying 
on Valentine’s Day. 

— See page 11

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“ ”
They’re animals and I don’t want 
them here.

SHS and Franklin com-
peted in the Tri-Cities 
Basketball League.

— See page 9
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— Windsor Resident Ronald Neal
On a proposal for a juvenile correctional facility, p. 7

By Diana McFarland
Managing editor

WINDSOR — The Windsor Town Coun-
cil plans to resubmit a letter it wrote to 
the Isle of  Wight Economic Development 
Authority last year expressing opposition 
to the proposed youth correctional center 
south of  town. 

The Council also plans to draft a resolu-
tion, to be considered at its March meeting, 
to oppose the project.

Both documents are directed at the Isle 
of  Wight Board of  Supervisors, which is 
poised to make a decision by its March 
meeting whether or not to deed coun-
ty-owned property to the state to build a 60-
bed residential youth correctional center. 

The two moves are an about-face from 
a year ago, when former Mayor Rita Rich-
ardson signed a letter to Del. Emily Brewer. 
R-64, supporting the project. 

Richardson’s letter, dated last April, was 
sent to Brewer because the project needed 
to be switched from Chesapeake to Isle of  
Wight in the state’s biennial budget. 

By September, however, the Council had 
changed its mind and wrote its letter to the 
EDA opposing the project. 

The Windsor Town Council has since 
gained four new members and the deci-
sion to resubmit the EDA letter, as well as 
penning a new resolution, was made at its 
February meeting. 

The EDA was involved because the coun-

Windsor renews opposition
Correctional
facility hearing
is Thursday

American K9 expands to 
former Presbyterian Home
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

American K-9 Interdiction has 
opened a second location at the former 
Zuni Presbyterian Home to be used as 
a 62-bed dorm and additional facilities 
for dog handling trainees including a 
mock shipping station, mock airplane 
terminal and cafeteria. 

The acquisition included 12 build-
ings and 120 acres of  land for $1.5 
million, according to American K-9 In-

terdiction President Paul Roushia, and 
the addition will supplement the com-
pany’s 52-acre Walters location, where 
detection dogs are trained to track and 
find various drugs and bombs, among 
other training programs.  

Roushia said that a resolution per-
taining to canine detection dogs passed 
by Congress in October was a strong 
motivator in his decision to expand his 
facilities. The resolution calls on the 
Transportation Safety Administration 

to develop and issue standards of  prac-
tices for the increased use of  third-party 
canine bomb detection “teams,” which 
includes a dog and handler, for cargo 
screening.  

The same resolution also calls for 
the development of  a process to identify 
qualified nonfederal entities that can 
properly certify canine teams to the 
TSA’s standards. 

Electric 
co-op looked
at locating 
to IW site
By Diana McFarland
Managing editor

Community Electric Cooperative has 
explored the property alongside the pro-
posed youth correctional center site, but it 
is only one of  other potential future sites to 
which the utility might relocate, according 
to spokesperson Jessica Parr. 

What has only been referred to as “Proj-
ect Bolt” by Isle of  Wight County officials 
was seemingly revealed during the Feb. 12 
Windsor Town Council meeting, but Parr 
said that saying it is the new business for 
that property is “not factual.” 

“We may ultimately find that remaining 
in our current location is best at this time,” 
she said. 

Isle of  Wight County has been working 
with the Virginia Department of  Juvenile 
Justice to build a 60-bed correctional 
facility on 20 acres of  property south of  
the Town of  Windsor. During public meet-
ings, county officials have also stated that 
another business has looked at locating 
next to the facility, referring to it only as 
“Project Bolt.”

Located along Route 258, the proper-
ty is part of  Phase III of  Isle of  Wight’s 
intermodal park — large swaths of  coun-
ty-owned property originally purchased to 
bring commercial business to the county. 

Conversation concerning Community 
Electric swirled at the Windsor Town 
Council meeting as part of  a rising tide of  
public opposition for the project.

Isle of  Wight Assistant County Adminis-
trator Don Robertson said it is not true that 
the Isle of  Wight Economic Development 

By Frederic Lee and 
Diana McFarland
Staff  writers

Is le  of  Wight  County 
schools Superintendent Dr. 
Jim Thornton is seeking an 
additional $2.4 million in local 
funding for fiscal 2020, with 
the bulk of  that attributed to 
teacher and staff  pay increas-
es, additional positions and 
more students.

That represents a 9.2 per-
cent increase from last year 

—  f ro m  $ 2 6 . 2 
million to $28.7 
million. 

Thornton pre-
sented the pro-
posed fiscal 2020 
operating bud-
get Thursday to 
the Isle of  Wight 
County School Board. 

Of  the additional 30 full and 
part-time positions proposed, 
seven are for guidance counsel-
ors — required by Gov. Ralph 

Northam to as-
sist with student 
mental health — 
at an estimated 
cost of  $499,547 
with state fund-
ing included. 

T h o r n t o n 
doesn’t disagree 

with the need for more guid-
ance counselors, at a salary 
of  about $71,364 a year each, 
but isn’t sure where they will 
come from.

“If  we need seven, how many 
does the rest of  Hampton Roads 
needs and the rest of  Virginia?” 
he said.

Teacher raises are expected 
to cost $651,970 and support 
staff  raises are $87,500. 

A portion of  the teacher 
raises includes a state contri-
bution. 

Other positions added in 
the budget include teachers, 

Thornton asking for $2.4m hike
Public hearing
A public hearing on 
the fiscal 2020 school 
operat ing budget is 
Wednesday, Feb. 20, 6 
p.m. at the Isle of Wight 
Courthouse complex.

By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer 

Plans for a 300-acre solar 
farm in Carrsville is the sub-
ject of  a public hearing Thurs-
day before the Isle of  Wight 
County Board of  Supervisors. 

The Isle of  Wight County 
Planning Commission recom-

mended approval in January, 
with conditions pertaining to 
visual buffers, deconstruction 
costs and solar panel quality. 

If  approved by the Board of  
Supervisors, it will be the third 
solar farm in Isle of  Wight 
County.

The solar farm is planned 
for construction along Lee’s 
Mill Road and requires a condi-
tional use permit since it will 
be considered a major utility 

service. The land is currently 
zoned RAC, or residential, ag-
ricultural, conservation. The 
project will have a 55-megawatt 
energy production capacity 
and will use about 145,000 solar 
panels once complete.  

The recommendation came 
with several conditions, in-
cluding the creation a bond 
that’s assigned to “decommis-
sioning” costs — expenses 
that arise when it comes time 

to deconstruct the solar farm. 
The bond will be maintained 
by SolarGen of  Virginia, LLC. 

The president of  SolarGen 
is Carmine Iadarola, who is the 
applicant and developer of  the 
project. SolarGen is a subsidi-
ary of  AquaSan Network based 
out of  Denver, Colorado. 

Additionally, the Commis-
sion voted that the decommis-

Solar farm on county agenda

• See K9, p. 3

• See SOLAR, p. 3 • See CO-OP, p. 7

• See FACILITY, p. 7

• See SCHOOLS, p. 7

American K-9 Interdiction Dog Trainer Chris Pittman and his German Shorthaired Pointer, Balu, enjoy the 
sun after a morning training session. According Pittman, Balu is the only German Shorthaired Pointer at the 
training academy. He said he preferred that breed because of its dedicated temperament and love of work.  
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a finance coordinator at 
$95,966, two technicians, 
six building support posi-
tions, in-school suspension 
monitors and five process 
facilitators. 

Trained process facili-
tators would assist school 
principals and assistant 
principals in meeting the 
needs of  special educa-
tion students, said schools 
spokesperson Lynn Briggs. 

Additional special edu-
cation staff, separate from 
the process facilitators, are 
estimated to cost $441,946. 

As for building support 
positions, the division had 
cut some office jobs in pre-
vious years and building 
administrators have since 
asked for a support person 
— a jack-of-all-trades-type 
to cover holes in staffing on 

a daily basis, said Briggs. 
Those are budgeted at 

$30,322 each. 
New teacher positions 

proposed for fiscal 2020 
include an environmental 
science teacher at Windsor 
Elementary, an 8th grade 
teacher at Georgie D. Ty-
ler Middle School, a ca-
reer and technical training 
teacher at Smithfield High 
School and a math teacher 
at Windsor High School. 
An additional teacher is 
also requested for the re-
cently developed Accelerate 
program, which is a class 
designed to inspire ninth 
graders to improve aca-
demically through build-
ing character skills and 
spurring academic interest 
using nonstandard teaching 
techniques. The program is 
set to expand to the tenth 
grade. Also requested is a 

ty had deeded the property, 
about 20 acres, to the ap-
pointed body years ago as a 
way to more easily facilitate 
bringing new business in 
Isle of  Wight. The original 

By Diana McFarland
Managing editor

WINDSOR — Questions, 
concerns and comments 
about the proposed youth 
correctional center Monday 
ran the gamut — from an in-
quiry about Isle of  Wight’s 
return on investment to 
accusations of  inviting 
“slime” and “animals” into 
the community. 

The town hall was host-
ed by the Windsor Town 
Council as a way to gather 
information for Thursday’s 
public hearing before the 
Board of  Supervisors. 

The issue is whether 
Isle of  Wight should deed 

a portion of  its intermodal 
park property to the state 
to build a 60-bed residential 
youth correctional center. 

The 20-acres is located 
about two miles south of  
Route 460 along Route 258. 

Windsor Mayor Glyn 
Willis said he would take 
the questions compiled 
during the meeting to the 
Board for consideration. 

The Board is expected 
to take a final vote on the 
project at its March meet-
ing, although it can also do 
so after Thursday’s hearing. 

The Board of  Supervi-
sors meeting begins at 6 
p.m. at the county Court-

Authority has transferred 
the property to Community 
Electric.

The EDA did vote to 
transfer the 20 acres to the 
county for the youth correc-
tional center rather than 
to the state so it could go 
through the public hearing 
process. A public hearing 
on transferring the land to 
the state for that purpose 
is scheduled for Thursday, 
Feb. 21, 6 p.m., at the court-
house complex. 

The 20 acres is part of  a 
larger 139-acre parcel, some 
of  which is wetlands. 

Parr said Community 
Electric has had a few con-
fidential conversations with 
the EDA about relocating. 

Robertson said those 
would not be characterized 
as negotiating. 

The EDA is made up of  
seven members appoint-
ed by the Board of  Super-
visors. After the vote to 
transfer the land back to 
the county, two members, 
Richard J. Holland Jr. and 
Len Alphin, resigned. Both 
were bitterly opposed to the 
youth correctional center 
coming to Isle of  Wight 
County. 

The county purchased 
the land several years ago 
and had transferred it to 
the EDA as a way to easily 
facilitate new business com-

ing to the county, such as 
cutting out public hearings, 
if  needed.  

Also stated during the 
Windsor Town Council 
meeting was that Isle of  
Wight wants to use Com-
munity Electric’s current 
location for construction 
of  a county maintenance 
facility. 

Ro b e r t s o n  s a i d  h e 
doesn’t know if  that’s true 
or not. He said there’s been 
some preliminary discus-
sion in general but nothing 
agreed to. Even so, it is far 
too early to suggest that as 
a possibility, he said. 

Robertson doesn’t dis-
agree that Community Elec-
tric’s current location, the 
corner of  Routes 258 and 
460, is prime real estate for 
commercial purposes and 
that using it for a county 
maintenance facility isn’t 
its best and highest use. 

Community Electric cur-
rently owns the property 
and there have been no 
conversations about the 

house complex. 
Many of  the concerns 

expressed Monday centered 
on security and the possibil-
ity of  an escape by the youth 
incarcerated at the facility. 

Andrew Block, director 
of  the Virginia Department 
of  Juvenile Justice, said 
that in the 20-plus years that 
the state’s Bon Air facility 
has had a fence, there have 
been no escapes and that 
the new facility would have 
a state-of-the-art security 
system, as well as a fence. 
Bon Air is currently the 
state’s residential facility 
in Chesterfield and is con-
siderably larger than that 

proposed for Isle of  Wight. 
Others were worried 

that those who were re-
leased would hang out in 
Windsor and do harm to the 
daughters of  residents. 

“You’re inviting slime 
and you’ve done it in a 
slimy way,” said Zuni resi-
dent Grace Little, who was 
referring to the potential in-
mates, as well as the Board 
of  Supervisor’s rollout of  
the project. 

Former police officer 
Ronald Neal of  Windsor 
said he’s seen the type of  
youth that would be housed 
at the proposed facility.

“I know what these an-
imals are capable of  … 
They’re animals and I don’t 
want them here,” he said. 

Other residents were 
concerned about Isle of  
Wight County’s investment 
in the project and if  it would 
get any return, such as tax 
revenues. 

Isle of  Wight is offering 

Questions collected for IW Board hearing
land valued at $200,000 and 
will contribute $500,000 
toward running water and 
sewer lines to the proper-
ty. The state will pay the 
remaining $1 million for 
the water and sewer lines, 
which will also be available 
to properties along its path.

Other residents worried 
about property values, the 
proximity of  the facility to 
public schools (about three 
miles) and if  any plan with 
local law enforcement and 
first responders had been 
devised in the event of  an 
incident. 

Another concern was 
whether academic test 
scores for youth at the fa-
cility, such as SOLs, would 
be included as part of  Isle 
of  Wight County schools. 
One young father said he 
did not want to raise his five 
children across the street 
from a prison.

One resident questioned 
whether or not the county 

had offered the property 
to any other business for 
$10,000 an acre. 

When the project was 
initially announced last 
year, the county stated that 
the property was worth 
$700,000. That has recently 
been adjusted to $200,000, 
or $10,000 an acre, to reflect 
the original purchase price. 

Others simply did not 
want a prison near Windsor, 
regardless, and feared the 
Board had already made up 
its mind.

“Don’t bring your liber-
al, progressive ideas to a 
God-fearing community,” 
said Pete Chapman.

There were no answers 
provided verbally at the 
town hall, although copies 
of  the county’s continually 
updated “frequently asked 
questions” handout were 
available. The FAQ is avail-
able on the county’s website 
at http://www.co.isle-of-
wight.va.us/. 

plan was for the EDA to di-
rectly deed the property to 
the state for the correction-
al center, but after much 
public opposition, it sent it 
back to Isle of  Wight, trig-
gering the need for a public 
hearing.  

Facility

Co-op
county purchasing it, said 
Robertson.

Ro b e r t s o n  s a i d  h e 
doesn’t know who “Project 
Bolt” is because the eco-
nomic development staff  
keeps prospective business-
es a secret.

Community Electric is a 
tax paying entity, providing 
$142,959 in real estate and 
personal property tax rev-
enues to the county a year, 
according to Isle of  Wight 
County Commissioner of  
Revenue Gerald Gwaltney.

Community Electric 
pays $12,500 for the public 
service corporation tax to 
the Town of  Windsor, said 
Town Manager Michael 
Stallings. 

The proposed center is 
an attempt to make youth 
facilities smaller and closer 
to the homes of  its inmates. 
Employing a new model of  
detention, the smaller facil-
ity will focus on academic 
and vocational education, 
athletics, as well as treat-
ment and counseling.

global logistics teacher for 
a half  year at $35,682.

Health insurance cost in-
creases account for another 
$287,207.

Isle of  Wight County 
can expect a $1.6 million 
increase in state contri-
butions over the current 
fiscal year. That amount 
is based on the governor’s 
budget proposal and must 
be approved by the General 
Assembly. 

The governor’s office 
recently announced that 
it expects to invest about 
$268.7 million in Virginia 
schools, particularly for 
teacher raises and more 
guidance counselors. 

The total proposed op-
erating budget, which in-
cludes local, state and fed-
eral funding, for fiscal 2020 
is $66.9 million, an increase 
$4.1 million. 

Schools
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a finance coordinator at 
$95,966, two technicians, 
six building support posi-
tions, in-school suspension 
monitors and five process 
facilitators. 

Trained process facili-
tators would assist school 
principals and assistant 
principals in meeting the 
needs of  special educa-
tion students, said schools 
spokesperson Lynn Briggs. 

Additional special edu-
cation staff, separate from 
the process facilitators, are 
estimated to cost $441,946. 

As for building support 
positions, the division had 
cut some office jobs in pre-
vious years and building 
administrators have since 
asked for a support person 
— a jack-of-all-trades-type 
to cover holes in staffing on 

a daily basis, said Briggs. 
Those are budgeted at 

$30,322 each. 
New teacher positions 

proposed for fiscal 2020 
include an environmental 
science teacher at Windsor 
Elementary, an 8th grade 
teacher at Georgie D. Ty-
ler Middle School, a ca-
reer and technical training 
teacher at Smithfield High 
School and a math teacher 
at Windsor High School. 
An additional teacher is 
also requested for the re-
cently developed Accelerate 
program, which is a class 
designed to inspire ninth 
graders to improve aca-
demically through build-
ing character skills and 
spurring academic interest 
using nonstandard teaching 
techniques. The program is 
set to expand to the tenth 
grade. Also requested is a 

ty had deeded the property, 
about 20 acres, to the ap-
pointed body years ago as a 
way to more easily facilitate 
bringing new business in 
Isle of  Wight. The original 

By Diana McFarland
Managing editor

WINDSOR — Questions, 
concerns and comments 
about the proposed youth 
correctional center Monday 
ran the gamut — from an in-
quiry about Isle of  Wight’s 
return on investment to 
accusations of  inviting 
“slime” and “animals” into 
the community. 

The town hall was host-
ed by the Windsor Town 
Council as a way to gather 
information for Thursday’s 
public hearing before the 
Board of  Supervisors. 

The issue is whether 
Isle of  Wight should deed 

a portion of  its intermodal 
park property to the state 
to build a 60-bed residential 
youth correctional center. 

The 20-acres is located 
about two miles south of  
Route 460 along Route 258. 

Windsor Mayor Glyn 
Willis said he would take 
the questions compiled 
during the meeting to the 
Board for consideration. 

The Board is expected 
to take a final vote on the 
project at its March meet-
ing, although it can also do 
so after Thursday’s hearing. 

The Board of  Supervi-
sors meeting begins at 6 
p.m. at the county Court-

Authority has transferred 
the property to Community 
Electric.

The EDA did vote to 
transfer the 20 acres to the 
county for the youth correc-
tional center rather than 
to the state so it could go 
through the public hearing 
process. A public hearing 
on transferring the land to 
the state for that purpose 
is scheduled for Thursday, 
Feb. 21, 6 p.m., at the court-
house complex. 

The 20 acres is part of  a 
larger 139-acre parcel, some 
of  which is wetlands. 

Parr said Community 
Electric has had a few con-
fidential conversations with 
the EDA about relocating. 

Robertson said those 
would not be characterized 
as negotiating. 

The EDA is made up of  
seven members appoint-
ed by the Board of  Super-
visors. After the vote to 
transfer the land back to 
the county, two members, 
Richard J. Holland Jr. and 
Len Alphin, resigned. Both 
were bitterly opposed to the 
youth correctional center 
coming to Isle of  Wight 
County. 

The county purchased 
the land several years ago 
and had transferred it to 
the EDA as a way to easily 
facilitate new business com-

ing to the county, such as 
cutting out public hearings, 
if  needed.  

Also stated during the 
Windsor Town Council 
meeting was that Isle of  
Wight wants to use Com-
munity Electric’s current 
location for construction 
of  a county maintenance 
facility. 

Ro b e r t s o n  s a i d  h e 
doesn’t know if  that’s true 
or not. He said there’s been 
some preliminary discus-
sion in general but nothing 
agreed to. Even so, it is far 
too early to suggest that as 
a possibility, he said. 

Robertson doesn’t dis-
agree that Community Elec-
tric’s current location, the 
corner of  Routes 258 and 
460, is prime real estate for 
commercial purposes and 
that using it for a county 
maintenance facility isn’t 
its best and highest use. 

Community Electric cur-
rently owns the property 
and there have been no 
conversations about the 

house complex. 
Many of  the concerns 

expressed Monday centered 
on security and the possibil-
ity of  an escape by the youth 
incarcerated at the facility. 

Andrew Block, director 
of  the Virginia Department 
of  Juvenile Justice, said 
that in the 20-plus years that 
the state’s Bon Air facility 
has had a fence, there have 
been no escapes and that 
the new facility would have 
a state-of-the-art security 
system, as well as a fence. 
Bon Air is currently the 
state’s residential facility 
in Chesterfield and is con-
siderably larger than that 

proposed for Isle of  Wight. 
Others were worried 

that those who were re-
leased would hang out in 
Windsor and do harm to the 
daughters of  residents. 

“You’re inviting slime 
and you’ve done it in a 
slimy way,” said Zuni resi-
dent Grace Little, who was 
referring to the potential in-
mates, as well as the Board 
of  Supervisor’s rollout of  
the project. 

Former police officer 
Ronald Neal of  Windsor 
said he’s seen the type of  
youth that would be housed 
at the proposed facility.

“I know what these an-
imals are capable of  … 
They’re animals and I don’t 
want them here,” he said. 

Other residents were 
concerned about Isle of  
Wight County’s investment 
in the project and if  it would 
get any return, such as tax 
revenues. 

Isle of  Wight is offering 

Questions collected for IW Board hearing
land valued at $200,000 and 
will contribute $500,000 
toward running water and 
sewer lines to the proper-
ty. The state will pay the 
remaining $1 million for 
the water and sewer lines, 
which will also be available 
to properties along its path.

Other residents worried 
about property values, the 
proximity of  the facility to 
public schools (about three 
miles) and if  any plan with 
local law enforcement and 
first responders had been 
devised in the event of  an 
incident. 

Another concern was 
whether academic test 
scores for youth at the fa-
cility, such as SOLs, would 
be included as part of  Isle 
of  Wight County schools. 
One young father said he 
did not want to raise his five 
children across the street 
from a prison.

One resident questioned 
whether or not the county 

had offered the property 
to any other business for 
$10,000 an acre. 

When the project was 
initially announced last 
year, the county stated that 
the property was worth 
$700,000. That has recently 
been adjusted to $200,000, 
or $10,000 an acre, to reflect 
the original purchase price. 

Others simply did not 
want a prison near Windsor, 
regardless, and feared the 
Board had already made up 
its mind.

“Don’t bring your liber-
al, progressive ideas to a 
God-fearing community,” 
said Pete Chapman.

There were no answers 
provided verbally at the 
town hall, although copies 
of  the county’s continually 
updated “frequently asked 
questions” handout were 
available. The FAQ is avail-
able on the county’s website 
at http://www.co.isle-of-
wight.va.us/. 

plan was for the EDA to di-
rectly deed the property to 
the state for the correction-
al center, but after much 
public opposition, it sent it 
back to Isle of  Wight, trig-
gering the need for a public 
hearing.  

Facility

Co-op
county purchasing it, said 
Robertson.

Ro b e r t s o n  s a i d  h e 
doesn’t know who “Project 
Bolt” is because the eco-
nomic development staff  
keeps prospective business-
es a secret.

Community Electric is a 
tax paying entity, providing 
$142,959 in real estate and 
personal property tax rev-
enues to the county a year, 
according to Isle of  Wight 
County Commissioner of  
Revenue Gerald Gwaltney.

Community Electric 
pays $12,500 for the public 
service corporation tax to 
the Town of  Windsor, said 
Town Manager Michael 
Stallings. 

The proposed center is 
an attempt to make youth 
facilities smaller and closer 
to the homes of  its inmates. 
Employing a new model of  
detention, the smaller facil-
ity will focus on academic 
and vocational education, 
athletics, as well as treat-
ment and counseling.

global logistics teacher for 
a half  year at $35,682.

Health insurance cost in-
creases account for another 
$287,207.

Isle of  Wight County 
can expect a $1.6 million 
increase in state contri-
butions over the current 
fiscal year. That amount 
is based on the governor’s 
budget proposal and must 
be approved by the General 
Assembly. 

The governor’s office 
recently announced that 
it expects to invest about 
$268.7 million in Virginia 
schools, particularly for 
teacher raises and more 
guidance counselors. 

The total proposed op-
erating budget, which in-
cludes local, state and fed-
eral funding, for fiscal 2020 
is $66.9 million, an increase 
$4.1 million. 

Schools
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SPORTS VALENTINE’S DAY
The Isle of Wight Commission 
on Aging had seniors boogying 
on Valentine’s Day. 

— See page 11

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“ ”
They’re animals and I don’t want 
them here.

SHS and Franklin com-
peted in the Tri-Cities 
Basketball League.

— See page 9
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— Windsor Resident Ronald Neal
On a proposal for a juvenile correctional facility, p. 7

By Diana McFarland
Managing editor

WINDSOR — The Windsor Town Coun-
cil plans to resubmit a letter it wrote to 
the Isle of  Wight Economic Development 
Authority last year expressing opposition 
to the proposed youth correctional center 
south of  town. 

The Council also plans to draft a resolu-
tion, to be considered at its March meeting, 
to oppose the project.

Both documents are directed at the Isle 
of  Wight Board of  Supervisors, which is 
poised to make a decision by its March 
meeting whether or not to deed coun-
ty-owned property to the state to build a 60-
bed residential youth correctional center. 

The two moves are an about-face from 
a year ago, when former Mayor Rita Rich-
ardson signed a letter to Del. Emily Brewer. 
R-64, supporting the project. 

Richardson’s letter, dated last April, was 
sent to Brewer because the project needed 
to be switched from Chesapeake to Isle of  
Wight in the state’s biennial budget. 

By September, however, the Council had 
changed its mind and wrote its letter to the 
EDA opposing the project. 

The Windsor Town Council has since 
gained four new members and the deci-
sion to resubmit the EDA letter, as well as 
penning a new resolution, was made at its 
February meeting. 

The EDA was involved because the coun-

Windsor renews opposition
Correctional
facility hearing
is Thursday

American K9 expands to 
former Presbyterian Home
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

American K-9 Interdiction has 
opened a second location at the former 
Zuni Presbyterian Home to be used as 
a 62-bed dorm and additional facilities 
for dog handling trainees including a 
mock shipping station, mock airplane 
terminal and cafeteria. 

The acquisition included 12 build-
ings and 120 acres of  land for $1.5 
million, according to American K-9 In-

terdiction President Paul Roushia, and 
the addition will supplement the com-
pany’s 52-acre Walters location, where 
detection dogs are trained to track and 
find various drugs and bombs, among 
other training programs.  

Roushia said that a resolution per-
taining to canine detection dogs passed 
by Congress in October was a strong 
motivator in his decision to expand his 
facilities. The resolution calls on the 
Transportation Safety Administration 

to develop and issue standards of  prac-
tices for the increased use of  third-party 
canine bomb detection “teams,” which 
includes a dog and handler, for cargo 
screening.  

The same resolution also calls for 
the development of  a process to identify 
qualified nonfederal entities that can 
properly certify canine teams to the 
TSA’s standards. 

Electric 
co-op looked
at locating 
to IW site
By Diana McFarland
Managing editor

Community Electric Cooperative has 
explored the property alongside the pro-
posed youth correctional center site, but it 
is only one of  other potential future sites to 
which the utility might relocate, according 
to spokesperson Jessica Parr. 

What has only been referred to as “Proj-
ect Bolt” by Isle of  Wight County officials 
was seemingly revealed during the Feb. 12 
Windsor Town Council meeting, but Parr 
said that saying it is the new business for 
that property is “not factual.” 

“We may ultimately find that remaining 
in our current location is best at this time,” 
she said. 

Isle of  Wight County has been working 
with the Virginia Department of  Juvenile 
Justice to build a 60-bed correctional 
facility on 20 acres of  property south of  
the Town of  Windsor. During public meet-
ings, county officials have also stated that 
another business has looked at locating 
next to the facility, referring to it only as 
“Project Bolt.”

Located along Route 258, the proper-
ty is part of  Phase III of  Isle of  Wight’s 
intermodal park — large swaths of  coun-
ty-owned property originally purchased to 
bring commercial business to the county. 

Conversation concerning Community 
Electric swirled at the Windsor Town 
Council meeting as part of  a rising tide of  
public opposition for the project.

Isle of  Wight Assistant County Adminis-
trator Don Robertson said it is not true that 
the Isle of  Wight Economic Development 

By Frederic Lee and 
Diana McFarland
Staff  writers

Is le  of  Wight  County 
schools Superintendent Dr. 
Jim Thornton is seeking an 
additional $2.4 million in local 
funding for fiscal 2020, with 
the bulk of  that attributed to 
teacher and staff  pay increas-
es, additional positions and 
more students.

That represents a 9.2 per-
cent increase from last year 

—  f ro m  $ 2 6 . 2 
million to $28.7 
million. 

Thornton pre-
sented the pro-
posed fiscal 2020 
operating bud-
get Thursday to 
the Isle of  Wight 
County School Board. 

Of  the additional 30 full and 
part-time positions proposed, 
seven are for guidance counsel-
ors — required by Gov. Ralph 

Northam to as-
sist with student 
mental health — 
at an estimated 
cost of  $499,547 
with state fund-
ing included. 

T h o r n t o n 
doesn’t disagree 

with the need for more guid-
ance counselors, at a salary 
of  about $71,364 a year each, 
but isn’t sure where they will 
come from.

“If  we need seven, how many 
does the rest of  Hampton Roads 
needs and the rest of  Virginia?” 
he said.

Teacher raises are expected 
to cost $651,970 and support 
staff  raises are $87,500. 

A portion of  the teacher 
raises includes a state contri-
bution. 

Other positions added in 
the budget include teachers, 

Thornton asking for $2.4m hike
Public hearing
A public hearing on 
the fiscal 2020 school 
operat ing budget is 
Wednesday, Feb. 20, 6 
p.m. at the Isle of Wight 
Courthouse complex.

By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer 

Plans for a 300-acre solar 
farm in Carrsville is the sub-
ject of  a public hearing Thurs-
day before the Isle of  Wight 
County Board of  Supervisors. 

The Isle of  Wight County 
Planning Commission recom-

mended approval in January, 
with conditions pertaining to 
visual buffers, deconstruction 
costs and solar panel quality. 

If  approved by the Board of  
Supervisors, it will be the third 
solar farm in Isle of  Wight 
County.

The solar farm is planned 
for construction along Lee’s 
Mill Road and requires a condi-
tional use permit since it will 
be considered a major utility 

service. The land is currently 
zoned RAC, or residential, ag-
ricultural, conservation. The 
project will have a 55-megawatt 
energy production capacity 
and will use about 145,000 solar 
panels once complete.  

The recommendation came 
with several conditions, in-
cluding the creation a bond 
that’s assigned to “decommis-
sioning” costs — expenses 
that arise when it comes time 

to deconstruct the solar farm. 
The bond will be maintained 
by SolarGen of  Virginia, LLC. 

The president of  SolarGen 
is Carmine Iadarola, who is the 
applicant and developer of  the 
project. SolarGen is a subsidi-
ary of  AquaSan Network based 
out of  Denver, Colorado. 

Additionally, the Commis-
sion voted that the decommis-

Solar farm on county agenda

• See K9, p. 3

• See SOLAR, p. 3 • See CO-OP, p. 7

• See FACILITY, p. 7

• See SCHOOLS, p. 7

American K-9 Interdiction Dog Trainer Chris Pittman and his German Shorthaired Pointer, Balu, enjoy the 
sun after a morning training session. According Pittman, Balu is the only German Shorthaired Pointer at the 
training academy. He said he preferred that breed because of its dedicated temperament and love of work.  
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a finance coordinator at 
$95,966, two technicians, 
six building support posi-
tions, in-school suspension 
monitors and five process 
facilitators. 

Trained process facili-
tators would assist school 
principals and assistant 
principals in meeting the 
needs of  special educa-
tion students, said schools 
spokesperson Lynn Briggs. 

Additional special edu-
cation staff, separate from 
the process facilitators, are 
estimated to cost $441,946. 

As for building support 
positions, the division had 
cut some office jobs in pre-
vious years and building 
administrators have since 
asked for a support person 
— a jack-of-all-trades-type 
to cover holes in staffing on 

a daily basis, said Briggs. 
Those are budgeted at 

$30,322 each. 
New teacher positions 

proposed for fiscal 2020 
include an environmental 
science teacher at Windsor 
Elementary, an 8th grade 
teacher at Georgie D. Ty-
ler Middle School, a ca-
reer and technical training 
teacher at Smithfield High 
School and a math teacher 
at Windsor High School. 
An additional teacher is 
also requested for the re-
cently developed Accelerate 
program, which is a class 
designed to inspire ninth 
graders to improve aca-
demically through build-
ing character skills and 
spurring academic interest 
using nonstandard teaching 
techniques. The program is 
set to expand to the tenth 
grade. Also requested is a 

ty had deeded the property, 
about 20 acres, to the ap-
pointed body years ago as a 
way to more easily facilitate 
bringing new business in 
Isle of  Wight. The original 

By Diana McFarland
Managing editor

WINDSOR — Questions, 
concerns and comments 
about the proposed youth 
correctional center Monday 
ran the gamut — from an in-
quiry about Isle of  Wight’s 
return on investment to 
accusations of  inviting 
“slime” and “animals” into 
the community. 

The town hall was host-
ed by the Windsor Town 
Council as a way to gather 
information for Thursday’s 
public hearing before the 
Board of  Supervisors. 

The issue is whether 
Isle of  Wight should deed 

a portion of  its intermodal 
park property to the state 
to build a 60-bed residential 
youth correctional center. 

The 20-acres is located 
about two miles south of  
Route 460 along Route 258. 

Windsor Mayor Glyn 
Willis said he would take 
the questions compiled 
during the meeting to the 
Board for consideration. 

The Board is expected 
to take a final vote on the 
project at its March meet-
ing, although it can also do 
so after Thursday’s hearing. 

The Board of  Supervi-
sors meeting begins at 6 
p.m. at the county Court-

Authority has transferred 
the property to Community 
Electric.

The EDA did vote to 
transfer the 20 acres to the 
county for the youth correc-
tional center rather than 
to the state so it could go 
through the public hearing 
process. A public hearing 
on transferring the land to 
the state for that purpose 
is scheduled for Thursday, 
Feb. 21, 6 p.m., at the court-
house complex. 

The 20 acres is part of  a 
larger 139-acre parcel, some 
of  which is wetlands. 

Parr said Community 
Electric has had a few con-
fidential conversations with 
the EDA about relocating. 

Robertson said those 
would not be characterized 
as negotiating. 

The EDA is made up of  
seven members appoint-
ed by the Board of  Super-
visors. After the vote to 
transfer the land back to 
the county, two members, 
Richard J. Holland Jr. and 
Len Alphin, resigned. Both 
were bitterly opposed to the 
youth correctional center 
coming to Isle of  Wight 
County. 

The county purchased 
the land several years ago 
and had transferred it to 
the EDA as a way to easily 
facilitate new business com-

ing to the county, such as 
cutting out public hearings, 
if  needed.  

Also stated during the 
Windsor Town Council 
meeting was that Isle of  
Wight wants to use Com-
munity Electric’s current 
location for construction 
of  a county maintenance 
facility. 

Ro b e r t s o n  s a i d  h e 
doesn’t know if  that’s true 
or not. He said there’s been 
some preliminary discus-
sion in general but nothing 
agreed to. Even so, it is far 
too early to suggest that as 
a possibility, he said. 

Robertson doesn’t dis-
agree that Community Elec-
tric’s current location, the 
corner of  Routes 258 and 
460, is prime real estate for 
commercial purposes and 
that using it for a county 
maintenance facility isn’t 
its best and highest use. 

Community Electric cur-
rently owns the property 
and there have been no 
conversations about the 

house complex. 
Many of  the concerns 

expressed Monday centered 
on security and the possibil-
ity of  an escape by the youth 
incarcerated at the facility. 

Andrew Block, director 
of  the Virginia Department 
of  Juvenile Justice, said 
that in the 20-plus years that 
the state’s Bon Air facility 
has had a fence, there have 
been no escapes and that 
the new facility would have 
a state-of-the-art security 
system, as well as a fence. 
Bon Air is currently the 
state’s residential facility 
in Chesterfield and is con-
siderably larger than that 

proposed for Isle of  Wight. 
Others were worried 

that those who were re-
leased would hang out in 
Windsor and do harm to the 
daughters of  residents. 

“You’re inviting slime 
and you’ve done it in a 
slimy way,” said Zuni resi-
dent Grace Little, who was 
referring to the potential in-
mates, as well as the Board 
of  Supervisor’s rollout of  
the project. 

Former police officer 
Ronald Neal of  Windsor 
said he’s seen the type of  
youth that would be housed 
at the proposed facility.

“I know what these an-
imals are capable of  … 
They’re animals and I don’t 
want them here,” he said. 

Other residents were 
concerned about Isle of  
Wight County’s investment 
in the project and if  it would 
get any return, such as tax 
revenues. 

Isle of  Wight is offering 

Questions collected for IW Board hearing
land valued at $200,000 and 
will contribute $500,000 
toward running water and 
sewer lines to the proper-
ty. The state will pay the 
remaining $1 million for 
the water and sewer lines, 
which will also be available 
to properties along its path.

Other residents worried 
about property values, the 
proximity of  the facility to 
public schools (about three 
miles) and if  any plan with 
local law enforcement and 
first responders had been 
devised in the event of  an 
incident. 

Another concern was 
whether academic test 
scores for youth at the fa-
cility, such as SOLs, would 
be included as part of  Isle 
of  Wight County schools. 
One young father said he 
did not want to raise his five 
children across the street 
from a prison.

One resident questioned 
whether or not the county 

had offered the property 
to any other business for 
$10,000 an acre. 

When the project was 
initially announced last 
year, the county stated that 
the property was worth 
$700,000. That has recently 
been adjusted to $200,000, 
or $10,000 an acre, to reflect 
the original purchase price. 

Others simply did not 
want a prison near Windsor, 
regardless, and feared the 
Board had already made up 
its mind.

“Don’t bring your liber-
al, progressive ideas to a 
God-fearing community,” 
said Pete Chapman.

There were no answers 
provided verbally at the 
town hall, although copies 
of  the county’s continually 
updated “frequently asked 
questions” handout were 
available. The FAQ is avail-
able on the county’s website 
at http://www.co.isle-of-
wight.va.us/. 

plan was for the EDA to di-
rectly deed the property to 
the state for the correction-
al center, but after much 
public opposition, it sent it 
back to Isle of  Wight, trig-
gering the need for a public 
hearing.  

Facility

Co-op
county purchasing it, said 
Robertson.

Ro b e r t s o n  s a i d  h e 
doesn’t know who “Project 
Bolt” is because the eco-
nomic development staff  
keeps prospective business-
es a secret.

Community Electric is a 
tax paying entity, providing 
$142,959 in real estate and 
personal property tax rev-
enues to the county a year, 
according to Isle of  Wight 
County Commissioner of  
Revenue Gerald Gwaltney.

Community Electric 
pays $12,500 for the public 
service corporation tax to 
the Town of  Windsor, said 
Town Manager Michael 
Stallings. 

The proposed center is 
an attempt to make youth 
facilities smaller and closer 
to the homes of  its inmates. 
Employing a new model of  
detention, the smaller facil-
ity will focus on academic 
and vocational education, 
athletics, as well as treat-
ment and counseling.

global logistics teacher for 
a half  year at $35,682.

Health insurance cost in-
creases account for another 
$287,207.

Isle of  Wight County 
can expect a $1.6 million 
increase in state contri-
butions over the current 
fiscal year. That amount 
is based on the governor’s 
budget proposal and must 
be approved by the General 
Assembly. 

The governor’s office 
recently announced that 
it expects to invest about 
$268.7 million in Virginia 
schools, particularly for 
teacher raises and more 
guidance counselors. 

The total proposed op-
erating budget, which in-
cludes local, state and fed-
eral funding, for fiscal 2020 
is $66.9 million, an increase 
$4.1 million. 

Schools
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By Diana McFarland
Managing editor

Isle of  Wight County 
officials estimate that the 
proposed youth correction-
al center will bring in about 
$32,000 a year in water rev-
enues. 

The facility, if  built, 
would add a new water 
customer not only for Isle 
of  Wight, but also the Town 
of  Windsor, which sells bulk 
water to the county, said Isle 
of  Wight County Adminis-
trator Randy Keaton. 

The revenue estimate 
came up during the Febru-
ary Board of  Supervisors 
work session where officials 

were trying to gauge the im-
pact of  the proposed 60-bed 
residential facility would 
have on utilities. 

Water customers are 
highly desirable commodi-
ties in Isle of  Wight where 
the county’s utility sys-
tem has been in the red for 
years. Last year, the coun-
ty’s utility fund ran $3.55 
million in the red, down 
from about $5 million the 
previous year.

The proposed DJJ facili-
ty is projected to use about 
8,700 gallons of  water a day, 
said Keaton. 

As part of  its agreement 
with the Virginia Depart-

ment of  Juvenile Justice, 
the county plans to contrib-
ute $500,000, or a third of  
the cost of  running water 
and sewer lines from Route 
460 to the proposed site, lo-
cated about two miles south 
from that thoroughfare. The 
state is going to cover the 
rest of  the costs, or about 
$1 million.

Some opposed to the 
project have criticized the 
county for contributing to 
the water and sewer lines.

Keaton said that a com-
mercial business, if  it 
chose to locate on the coun-
ty-owned site, would likely 
want Isle of  Wight to con-

tribute something to extend 
utilities to the property. 

Keaton said the sew-
er line would tie into the 
Hampton Roads Sanitation 
District line along Route 460 
and not impact Windsor’s 
sewer system.

Windsor operates a vac-
uum system that is nearing 
capacity, limiting the de-
velopment of  property in 
the town. 

Keaton said the lines 
running to the proposed 
DJJ site would make prop-
erty along its route more 
marketable.

He also added that Isle 
of  Wight would spend about 

$500,000 to get a site “per-
mit ready” in the Phase II 
section of  the intermodal 
park, and more to make it 
“pad ready.”

Phase II of  the intermod-
al park is east of  the Town 
of  Windsor. The proposed 
DJJ facility is in Phase III, 
which is south of  the town. 

Isle of  Wight Director 
of  Utilities Don Jennings 
talked about the merits of  a 
four-inch versus a six-inch 
sewer line.

Jennings said a four or 
six-inch line was adequate 
for the facility and any oth-
er residents or businesses 
that may want to tie on.

Youth center would bring some utility revenue

By Diana McFarland
Managing editor

Beverley Tackett has 
worked with incarcerat-
ed youth for more than 30 
years and loves her job. 

She has served at six 
different Virginia Depart-
ment of  Juvenile Justice 
facilities over the years 
and is now the volunteer 
coordinator at Bon Air in 
Chesterfield. 

“I see a lot of  good in 
them,” said Tackett of  the 
youth at Bon Air. 

“They respond to you, 
they know you care about 
them. They deserve a 
chance,” she said, adding 
that so many come from 
dysfunctional backgrounds. 

Tackett recently met 
with several pastors in Isle 
of  Wight County to discuss 
ministry opportunities at 
the proposed juvenile cor-
rectional center south of  

Windsor. 
The DJJ is in the process 

of  changing its programs, 
and the proposed Isle of  
Wight residential facility 
is smaller, with 60 beds, and 
will be closer to the homes 
of  those who are sentenced 
there. 

Bon Air is currently the 
only residential facility in 
Virginia and it is large, with 
270 beds. It serves youth 
charged with misdemeanor 
and felony crimes. 

The decision to bring in 
volunteers is based on the 
need to connect the youth 
in our custody with as many 
adults who care about them 
as we can, said Director of  
the Virginia Department of  
Juvenile Justice Andrew 
Block.

  “You never know what, 
or who, is going to help the 
youth in our custody think 
differently about them-

selves or their futures.  Our 
volunteers create more op-
portunities for this awaken-
ing and connection to take 
place,” said Block, adding 
that the DJJ is optimistic 
about establishing the same 
sort of  relationships in Isle 
of  Wight County. 

Tackett said she cur-
rently works with about 25 
churches and 340 volunteers 
at Bon Air. 

Some of  the churches 
include Bon Air Presbyte-
rian, Faith Landmark in 
Hanover, Bon Air Baptist 
Church, County Line Bap-
tist in Louisa and Clover 
Hill Church in Chesterfield. 

The churches and vol-
unteers host Bible studies, 
game nights, birthday and 
Christmas parties, teach a 
variety of  lessons such as 
guitar, and provide mentors 
and tutors, said Tackett. 

The churches are inter-
ested in ministering to the 
youth, giving them oppor-
tunities and showing them 
that there is a better way, 
said Tackett. 

Many of  the volunteers 
go above and beyond what 
is needed, she said, adding 
that oftentimes, the youth 
return after they’ve been 
released to help out them-
selves. 

“We’ve really seen a 
change in them … we have 
a lot of  success stories,” 

said Tackett. 
Tackett said the volun-

teers find the work reward-
ing too. 

“They come in not know-
ing what to expect but leave 
feeling as if  they have re-
ceived a blessing,” she said. 

Coordinator has worked with 
troubled youth for 3 decades

C h ow a n  U n ive r s i t y 
officially announced the 
President’s and Dean’s List 
honorees for Fall 2018.  To 
earn membership on the 
President’s List, a student 
must earn a semester GPA 
of  3.8 or higher. 

Those who have attained 
a grade point average be-
tween 3.25 and 3.79 for the 

semester are awarded 
Dean’s List honors.

Named to the Presi-
dent’s List were De’shuan 
J Beamon, Iziahn Jocary 
Moore and Jamarie Wrenn, 
all of  Smithfield. Named 
to the Dean’s List were Mi-
kaiah DeAndre Hamlin of  
Smithfield and Noah Clay 
Pye of  Windsor. 

Chowan dean’s list
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INSIDE THIS WEEK INSIDE THIS WEEK
Regional Jail is helping in-
mates occupy their time on 
computer tablets, and making 
a few dollars to boot. 

— See page 11

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“
”

When the money’s not there and 
we have a capital improvement 
plan coming ... we need to consid-
er that moving forward.

It’s trash to treasure 
for a county employee, 
who sees art in refuse.

— See page 11
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Smithfield timeS
the

— School Board Chair Vicki Hulick
On superintendent’s proposed budget hike, p. 1

Juvenile ctr. advances

By Diana McFarland
Managing editor 

For nearly four hours, the 
overwhelming sentiment among 
residents who appeared during a 
public hearing was against put-
ting a juvenile correctional center 
south of  Windsor.

And as the hour approached 
midnight, the Isle of  Wight Board 
of  Supervisors voted 3-2 Thursday 
to transfer land to the state for 
the facility after the public had 
spoken. 

Windsor District Supervisor 
Joel Acree and Carrsville District 
Supervisor Don Rosie, whose con-
stituents would have the facility 
nearby, cast the two dissenting 
votes.

The Board needs to listen to 
its constituents, and its members 
need not be afraid to change their 
minds after receiving new infor-
mation, said Rosie.

“My perspective has changed,” 
said Rosie. 

Acree said he ran for his seat 
after it seemed that the fire and 
rescue volunteers were not being 
heard concerning certain issues 
several years ago, and the only 
thing he could guarantee was 
being a voice of  the people.

“The Department of  Juvenile 
Justice needs to be embraced by 
the community where it goes. 

3 supers vote
to transfer
land to state
Opposition to facility
remains vigorous

Trail section to open
The long-awaited bike and pedestrian trail will soon be 

available for walking and biking by the public. 
The first segment of  the Park-to-Park trail along Battery Park 

Road will have a ribbon-cutting on Thursday at 3 p.m. at Smith-
field Christian Church, 18420 Battery Park Road in Smithfield. 

The four-mile trail will eventually run from Nike Park in 
Carrollton along Nike Park Road, Segment Two, to the corner 
of  South Church Street and Battery Park Road. 

By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer 

An interstate, off-road bike 
and pedestrian trail that would 
connect Maine to Florida could 
involve Smithfield if  the town 
segment of  the trail were com-
pleted.   

Smithfield resident Cristin 
Emrick recently approached the 
Smithfield Town Council to pro-
mote the town’s involvement in 
the East Coast Greenway, which 
aims to connect 15 states via off-

road paths for bicyclists, horse-
back riders, pedestrians and 
other nonmotorized travelers. 

A number of  Smithfield and 
county residents including Em-
rick have been attending recent 
Town Council meetings in an 
attempt to spur progress of  trail 
construction within the town. 
Emrick believes that increased 
bike and pedestrian trails would 
improve the health of  residents 
and spur local business. 

The only trail currently un-
der consideration in the town 
is a segment that would con-
nect the Nike Park bike and 
pedestrian trail to downtown 

Smithfield. Isle of  Wight County 
is currently building its portion 
of  the four-mile trail along 
Battery Park and Nike Park 
roads, but Smithfield has yet 
to make a decision on whether 
or not to complete the section 
that runs through town along 
South Church Street. This trail 
is often referred to as the “park 
to park” trail. 

A large tenet of  the Gre-
enway project is to create a 
completely off-road, Maine to 
Florida trail, and while a route 
between these states is mapped 
out and available for use already, 
large segments of  it involve 

roadways designed for motor 
vehicles.

Emrick said that while this 
project has several possible iter-
ations to make its way through 

Surry and Isle of  Wight coun-
ties, there is only one recom-
mended route within the town 

East Coast bike trail could touch here

So that’s why it’s called the Nike Park!

This Ajax Missile will be donated to the county for display.

By Diana McFarland
Managing editor

Carrollton Nike Park was 
named for a type of  missile but 
that has long been the missing 
element that would have visual-
ly cemented the park’s historic 
nature.

It may have taken years, but a 
missile is now considered incom-
ing — military lingo for one is on 
its way.  

The Isle of  Wight County 
Board of  Supervisors approved 

the donation of  a Nike Ajax mis-
sile with a launcher from the City 
of  Hampton. 

Now people will know that 
park is named after a missile 
and not a shoe, said Isle of  Wight 
County Administrator Randy 
Keaton.

This particular missile was 
once paraded down Victoria Bou-
levard in Hampton in 1956 and has 
most recently been in the Hamp-
ton History Museum collection, 
according to a staff  report.

The missile is inert and no red 
fuming nitric acid was ever put in 
it, and it is in fairly good shape, 
according to a staff  report.

The launcher, however, is badly 
rusted and disintegrating in parts 
and will need some reconstruc-
tion, according to a staff  report. 

During the 1950s, more than 30 
20-foot Nike Ajax missiles were 
stored under the ground at what 
is now Nike Park, and soldiers sta-

An overflow crowd gathered for the hearing Thursday. Most who spoke are opposed to location of the juvenile center in IW.

School Bd. questions budget hike
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

Several Isle of  Wight County 
School Board members voiced 
concern about the $2.4 million 
county spending increase in the 
school superintendent’s proposed 
budget. The total county contribu-
tion is proposed at $28.7 million, 
up more than 9 percent from the 
current budget. 

In response, Schools Super-
intendent Jim Thornton said he 
would bring cost alternatives and 
their ramifications to the School 
Board’s next budget work session 
on March 7. 

Additional required staff  and 
5-percent teacher raises put forth 
in Gov. Ralph Northam’s Dec. 18 
budget proposal have become a 
financing obstacle, according to 

Thornton, stating that budget an-
nouncements from the governor’s 
office have created expectations 
of  a 5-percent raise throughout 
the schools.    

“We met with TAC today, our 
Teachers Advisory Council, and 
we shared the pay scale, the 
one that we’re proposing,” said 
Thornton, “and the feedback we 
got was, they do expect a five 

percent raise from what they 
heard from the governor,” said 
Thornton. 

To complicate the matter, the 
Virginia General Assembly has 
not finalized its own budget pro-
posal, namely, the portion pertain-
ing to teacher raises, according to 
Thornton. Ultimately, the General 
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Windsor is not the location 
for this,” he said. 

The Virginia Depart-
ment of  Juvenile Justice 
plans to build a 60-bed res-
idential facility for male 
youthful offenders, bring-
ing a new model of  rehabil-
itation to the state. Isle of  
Wight County has offered 
20 acres of  land along Route 
258, as well as contributing 
$500,000 to run water and 
sewer lines to the property. 

Those living in and 
around Windsor, as well as 
the southern end of  Isle of  
Wight, turned out in force 
for the public hearing. The 
building was so crowded 
that residents had to stand 
outside in the cold because 
there was no other room 
inside. Many wore “Vote 
No” stickers. 

The residents were con-
cerned about safety and 

the possibility, although re-
mote, that young prisoners 
might escape. Others were 
concerned with property 
values and with Windsor 
being seen as a prison town. 
Some criticized the Board 
for past actions, such as 
buying the land in the first 
place, and that a state facil-
ity would not bring in tax 
revenue. Many criticized 
how the county has valued 
the land and suggested the 
project be moved to the 
northern end of  Isle of  
Wight. 

Pete Chapman warned 
of  county children being 
“accosted and molested” 
because of  the facility. 

“Do not place this bomb 
on our front porch, light the 
fuse and not believe it won’t 
explode. Don’t allow this 
facility to rip the heart from 
this community,” he said. 

The land being offered is 
part of  Isle of  Wight’s inter-

Assembly’s budget must be 
reconciled with Northam’s, 
so the percentage of  the 
raise has not yet been final-
ized at the state level.

“It’s almost like we’re 
going to be the bad guys,” 
said Thornton, “because 
in the budget, we’re giving 
about 2.5 percent but it’s 5 
percent over two years,” he 
said, adding that there was 
a 2.5-percent pay raise last 
year as well.  

State funding increased 
by $1.6 million for FY2020 
based on Northam’s budget 
proposal, but Thornton said 
that the increase comes 
with required uses for the 
funds that don’t give much 
leeway.  

Of  the $66.9 million 
county schools proposed 
budget, $651,000 is designat-
ed to teacher raises, with 
a separate $499,547 going 
toward seven new guidance 
counselors. 

School Board Chairwom-
an Vicky Hulick said that 
Isle of  Wight County must 

“match” the state funds for 
these raises. For example, 
the county would contrib-
ute 2.5 percent to match the 
state’s 2.5 percent to create a 
5-percent total raise. 

“It’s not like they’re giv-
ing us the whole five per-
cent,” she said, and Thorn-
ton agreed.

School Board member 
Kirstin Cook, while in sup-
port of  increasing the start-
ing salary for teachers on 
the pay scale, also vouched 
for a lower total budget. “I 
know we’re at $2.4 (million). 
I would love to see us look at 
that and see if  we can get 
that down at all,” she said. 

Hulick also supported a 
lower budget. “$2.4 million 
is a lot of  money,” said Hu-
lick on the increase request 
for local funding since last 
year. “Look, I saw the list 
of  stuff  that we’re not even 
doing that would be crucial 
to do, but when the money’s 
not there and we have a 
capital improvement plan 
coming … we need to con-
sider that moving forward,” 

limits of  Smithfield. 
“This route would come 

down Main Street, then 
down (South) Church Street 
to connect to Benn’s Church 
Boulevard, and continue 
through to Suffolk,” said 
Emrick at the Feb. 5 meet-
ing. 

According to Emrick, 
this path would also act as a 
segment of  the “Birthplace 
of  America” trail, which, 

The ultimate goal is to 
continue the trail to con-
nect with downtown Smith-
field and Windsor Castle 
Park, hence the name, Park-
to-Park.

The final leg, along 
South Church Street, is 
under the purview of  the 
Town of  Smithfield and the 

Juvenile
modal park — the parcel be-
ing part of  many hundreds 
of  acres purchased by the 
county years ago for indus-
trial development. 

Daren Wingard com-
plained that he did not 
know this was being con-
sidered, stating that there 
had been “radio silence” 
so far on the subject. Other 
residents voiced the same 
complaint.

The Smithfield Times 
published 24 stories about 
the proposal over the past 
year, and Isle of  Wight has 
held several informational 
meetings on the matter. 

Others were opposed in 
a general way. 

“NIMBY is a valid rea-
son,” said Macon Hodges, 
referring to “not in my 
backyard” criticism.

Sprinkled among the 
overwhelming opposition 
to the facility were sever-
al people in favor of  the 

project. Some worked in 
the state’s justice system, 
others in counseling and 
mental health, while some 
simply supported a new 
approach to rehabilitating 
troubled kids. 

William Smith, super-
intendent of  the Western 
Tidewater Regional Jail 
and who also happens to live 
near Windsor, said he wor-
ries about a lot of  things, 
but not a juvenile correc-
tional facility. 

He suggested that oppo-
nents look at Virginia’s sex 
offender list and see who is 
living nearby. 

Michael Whalen, who 
also works at WTRJ and 
lives in Smithfield, recalled 
when he worked at the juve-
nile boot camp that used to 
be in Walters — not far from 
the newly proposed facility. 

Whalen said the pro-
gram really turned a lot of  
the kids around, many of  
whom helped the communi-
ty clean up after Hurricane 
Floyd. 

Valerie Slater with Rise 
for Youth out of  Richmond 
was in favor of  the DJJ’s 
new concept but believes 
that Windsor is too remote 
a location.

The proposed facility 
was originally slated for 
Chesapeake, but the City 
Council ultimately failed 
to get the super majority it 
needed to transfer the land. 
Isle of  Wight offered the 
land outside of  Windsor and 
the state decided it would 
work because of  the prox-
imity to the entire Hampton 
Roads region where many 
of  the offenders originate. 

The idea is to put the 
facility closer to the homes 
of  the offenders so that 
the families can be more 
involved in their rehabili-
tation. 

Department of  Juvenile 
Justice Director Andrew 
Block was on hand to an-
swer questions following 
the public hearing. Block 
stated that it was likely 
possible for the Board to ne-

gotiate specific conditions 
in the land transfer, such 
as what will happen to the 
facility if  it closes. 

Once the Board votes 
in favor of  conveying the 
land the county can begin 
to negotiate the terms of  
the transfer, said county 
attorney Robert Jones. 

Once the terms are ne-
gotiated, and those can be 
public, then the Board can 
cast a final vote — yea or 
nay, Jones said. 

If  the ter ms are not 
agreed to, then the deal is 
off, said Block. 

Block said the state is 
aiming to begin construc-
tion in the next two years 
and possibly open the facil-
ity in 2022. 

He said there is no desire 
to make it any bigger than 
60 beds and the most it 
would expand to is 72 beds.

The facility is limited 
by the new juvenile justice 
model as well as the size of  
the property, he said. 
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Budget
she said, adding that more 
students coming into coun-
ty schools is a budget factor 
as well.  

Hulick also questioned 
the need for seven new pro-
cess facilitators — new po-
sitions designated to assist-
ing principals and assistant 
principals in meeting the 
needs of  special education 
students, according to Isle 
of  Wight County Schools 
Spokesperson Lynn Briggs.

“The assistant principal 
role has turned in to noth-
ing but paperwork,” said 
Thornton, “and that’s bad 
in a couple ways, because 
they’re going to be your 
next principals, and they’re 
not getting the leadership 
experiences,” said Thorn-
ton. “So, we figured it was 
a very needed role for a 
change but again, piloting 
some could be a possibility,” 
he said.

O n  l owe r i n g  c o s t s , 
Thornton said “I’ll get with 
my staff  and give you a cou-
ple of  proposals and discuss 
the different ramifications 
of  those.” 

Town Council has not yet 
decided on how to proceed 
with that portion of  the 
project. 

Excel Paving Corpo-
ration was awarded a $6 
million contract to build 
segments one and two. The 
project is funded, in part, 
by more than $4 million in 
state and federal grants. 

Open

if  fully constructed, would 
overlap the “park to park” 
trail mentioned above, but 
would also have a desig-
nated bike and pedestrian 
path along Main Street that 
connects to the larger East 
Coast Greenway. 

T he “Bir thplace  of  
America” trail routes a 
bike and pedestrian path 
from Jamestown, through 
Smithfield, then Suffolk, 
and then eventually out 
to Cape Henry in Virginia 

Beach, the site of  James-
town settlers’ first landing. 
While the trail had its grand 
opening in Oct., 2015, like 
the Greenway, there are 
large stretches of  “trail” 
mapped through Smithfield 
along typical roadways. 

The East Coast Green-
way map posted online does 
not show this particular 
route at this time, but rath-
er it goes along Mill Swamp 
Road as it turns into Cary 
Street and onto Grace and 
Main streets and then on 
Great Spring Road to coun-
try roads further west of  
town and not on Route 10 
at all. 

Emrick added that the 
“Birthplace” trail would not 
only connect Smithfield to 
the Greenway via bike and 
pedestrian path, but would 
also showcase the region’s 
unique and historical her-
itage, such as Smith’s Fort, 
Bacon’s Castle and the 1750 
Courthouse. 

Trail
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FOOD, FOOD, FOOD INSIDE THIS WEEK
The owner of a dumpster 
tucked in behind a building on 
Wharf Hill continues to create 
drama.

— See page 9

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“
”

The parade does not conform to 
our core mission of ringing cash 
registers for our stakeholders.

Smithfield became a 
food paradise this past 
week.

— See page 9
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— Tourism Director Judy Winslow
On her desire to shed Christmas parade role, p. 1

Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

Limited resources at Hardy El-
ementary School mean that tech-
nology classes cannot be taught 
there, unlike other elementary 
schools in Isle of  Wight County.

The Isle of  Wight School Board 
has targeted Hardy for renovation 
and expansion, and those plans 
are currently in the county’s draft 
capital improvement plan.  

The renovation and expansion 
has met with some resistance, 

HES closed to tech classes
Renovation would add facilities & modernize generally
mostly due to the cost, which is 
estimated at $13.4 million.  

However, school administra-
tors and teachers point to nu-
merous issues with the aging 
building, such as outdated tech-
nology, unsafe furnishings in the 
gymnasium, mismatched tiles 
and a general lack of  space as 
the school population continues 
to grow. 

This year, rising fourth grad-
ers at Hardy stayed at the school 
rather than moving to Westside 
in order to relieve the need for 
trailers there, as that school was 
reaching capacity, according to 
enrollment data released last fall.

During a recent walk through, 
Hardy Elementary School Prin-
cipal Shante C. Denson said that 
the renovation/expansion would 

allow S.T.E.M. — science, tech-
nology, engineering and math 
— resource classes to be taught 
at Hardy. 

Other elementary schools in 
the county such as Carrollton 
Elementary feature a S.T.E.M. re-
source class, according to Denson 
and Isle of  Wight County schools 
Superintendent Jim Thornton. 

Thornton added that a S.T.E.M. 

class at Hardy would create a 
more equitable and accessible 
school system for all students 
since, among county schools, Har-
dy has the highest rate of  students 
from families living in poverty.

Included in the renovations are 
plans to convert Hardy’s current 
gymnasium into a S.T.E.M./Mak-

Christmas market bumps parade date
Tourism moves popular event to four days before Christmas

Trail segment opens
Greg and Orion Brown, Mike Horne, Nelson Figeac and Lee Duncan use bicycles, a hamboard and foot power to try 
out the first completed segment Thursday of the Park-to-Park trail. The newly opened section runs along Battery 
Park Road from S. Church Street to Nike Park Road. The bike and pedestrian trail will eventually run to Carrollton 
Nike Park. Meanwhile, Smithfield Town officials remain undecided on how to fund the final portion of the trail, 
which would connect it to Windsor Castle Park and the downtown historic district.  

Court voids power line permit
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

A U.S. appeals court voided 
Dominion Energy’s permit Friday 
for its newly constructed power 
line across the James River just 
days after the line was activated. 

The U.S. Court of  Appeals for 
the D.C. Circuit is requiring the 
U.S. Army Corps of  Engineers 
to complete an environmental 
impact statement for the Sur-
ry-Skiffes transmission line, a 7.7-
mile power line that runs across 
the James River near sensitive 
historical sites. 

The court ruled that the Corps 
failed to follow legal requirements 
when it permitted Dominion to 
build the power lines, according 
to the National Trust for Historic 
Preservation and Preservation 
Virginia, the two organizations 
that brought the suit against the 
Corps. 

The controversial project in-
cludes 17 transmission towers, 
more than 200 feet tall, that op-
ponents have long claimed will 
damage the viewshed of  the 
area, which includes Jamestown 
Island. 

The lines will run from Do-
minion’s Surry Power Plant near 
Hog Island on the west side of  the 
James River to James City County, 
where it will meet the switching 
station. 

The court found that the Corps 
had failed to consider construc-
tion alternatives as required by 
the National Historic Preserva-
tion Act, according to Brittney 
Jubert, marketing manager for 
Preservation Virginia.

It is the National Trust’s po-
sition that the towers are not 
necessary to connect the line from 

Surry to Skiffes Creek, said Sha-
ree Williamson, associate general 
counsel to the National Trust for 
Historic Preservation.

Dominion said the towers are 
not visible from the Jamestown 
fort, Colonial Williamsburg or the 
Yorktown Battlefield. 

Since construction of  the proj-
ect has already been completed, 
Williamson said that the court 
finding is still being studied by 
the National Trust for Historic 
Preservation and did not say 

By Diana McFarland
Managing editor

The Smithfield Christmas Pa-
rade has again been moved from 
its customary date in December 
to make room for a street market.

This year, the second Saturday 
of  the month will be devoted to 
the Smithfield Evening Mistletoe 
Marketplace. 

The Christmas Parade is 
scheduled for Saturday, Dec. 21, 
along with the Kiwanis Breakfast 
with Santa. The two community 
events have traditionally been 

held on the same day. 
Smithfield and Isle of  Wight 

Tourism are also adding another 
Christmas market on Saturday, 
Nov. 30 in Carrollton. 

In addition to the changing 
schedule, Smithfield and Isle of  
Wight Tourism prefers not to 
organize the parade, beginning 
in 2020, and is looking for another 
organization to take it over. 

“We are actively pursuing 
finding a larger group to host the 
Smithfield Christmas Parade, 
as the event would be far better 
managed by more personnel 

and because the parade does not 
conform to our core mission of  
ringing cash registers for our 
stakeholders. If  we are successful, 
we would still serve as a resource 
to teach the new group all the 
tricks and traps of  this event. 
If  we are unsuccessful, we will 
continue to run the parade,” said 
Tourism Director Judy Winslow. 

Before Tourism took over the 
Christmas parade in 2006, the 
event was organized by the Real 
Smithfield Jaycees, which hosted 
it from 1987 to 2004.

Tourism has added a St. Pat-

rick’s Day parade in March and 
plans to continue organizing that 
event because it is simpler to man-
age, smaller and cheaper than the 
Christmas Parade, said Winslow. 

Tourism has also decided not 
to have Olden Days this year 
either, with the event reduced to 
a raft race sponsored by, and held 
at, Smithfield Station. 

Winslow said this is a “transi-
tion year” for Olden Days. 

Until 2006, a former downtown 
merchant group hosted Olden 
Days.

Competition for the three 

weekends in December prior to 
Christmas collided in 2015, when 
holiday markets, antique shows, 
house tours and other events were 
added to the long-standing Christ-
mas parade, Breakfast with Santa 
and the Woman’s Club Christmas 
tree lighting — causing traffic and 
scheduling conflicts.  

The next year, the Christmas 
Parade was moved to Dec. 17 to 
make way for the Christmas Eve-
ning Market. That caused some 
consternation, so the parade was 

By Diana McFarland
Managing editor

The Isle of  Wight County 
Board of  Supervisors plans to 
discuss the terms of  its property 
transfer to the state for a youth 
correctional center at a work 
session on Thursday.

The meeting begins at 6 p.m. at 
the courthouse complex. 

A preliminary list of  consid-
erations include limiting the 
number of  beds to 72, restricting 
the property to a juvenile facility 
only, aesthetics of  the fence and 
what happens if  the facility clos-
es, among others. 

The proposed 20-acre site for 
the correctional facility is lo-
cated about two miles south of  
Route 460 along Route 258 and is 
part of  Phase III of  the county’s 
intermodal/industrial park. The 
property is owned by Isle of  Wight 
County.

While the Board voted 3-2 to 
convey the land in February, the 
deal still requires that certain 
terms be worked out between the 

Terms for
property
transfer
on table

Blood drive 
The Smithfield Community 

Blood Drive is Thursday, March 
7, noon to 6 p.m. at Smith-
field Baptist Church, 100 Wain-
wright Drive, Smithfield. The 
drive is sponsored by American 
Legion Post 49. To make an ap-
pointment, visit redcrossblood.
org and enter SmithfieldC or 
call 1-800-RED CROSS.
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By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

The Isle of  Wight Coun-
ty Planning Commission 

voted 9-1 to table a recom-
mendation to the Board 
of  Supervisors pertain-
ing to the county’s capital 

improvements plan for a 
second consecutive month, 
pending a tour of  Hardy 
Elementary School and the 

county’s school bus garage 
on March 12. 

Both line items — that 
is, the renovation and ex-
pansion of  Hardy Elemen-
tary and a new bus garage 
— are scheduled to begin 
construction in fiscal 2020 
as part of  the county’s pro-
posed capital improvements 
plan, or CIP, at an estimated 
cost of  $13.4 million and $6 
million, respectively.

Hardy District Commis-
sioner James Ford said at 
the Feb. 26 meeting resi-
dents had asked questions 
about the $6 million bus 
garage price tag, and he 
requested that additional 
information be provided.    

“What specifically will 
we be looking at during that 
tour? What is the expecta-
tion?” asked Ford. 

The purpose of  the tour, 
according to Isle of  Wight 
County Schools spokes-
person Lynn Briggs, is to 
answer any questions that 
the Planning Commission 
may have, as the architect 
for the projects will be in 
attendance, and to allow 
commissioners to better 
visualize what construction 
is proposed. According to 

Briggs, the architect pro-
vided the estimates for the 
bus garage and Hardy ren-
ovation. 

County schools staff  will 
also take any advanced 
questions from the Plan-
ning Commission and have 
answers ready by the tour, 
according to Briggs. 

“I really don’t think 
there’s anybody on this 
board that really thinks it’s 
not necessary. Something 
needs to be done with Har-

dy,” said Windsor District 
Commissioner Roberta 
“Bobbie” Varner. “We’re 
just debating the amount of  
money to put into it.” 

The Planning Commis-
sion is looking to recom-
mend that the proposed 
n o r t h e r n  e l e m e n t a r y 
school, at an estimated cost 
of  $38.8 million, be pushed 
out to fiscal 2026, the an 
expansion of  Westside El-
ementary School be moved 
to fiscal 2022. 

Planners table county CIP for 2nd time

er Space-designated area. 
At the high school level, the 
Maker Space features a 3-D 
printer and other design 
technology, and the same 
use would apply to a Maker 

Space at an elementary 
level. 

The renovations also 
include adding five new 
classrooms, a new, larger 
gymnasium to better ac-
commodate students and a 
larger cafeteria. 

In addition to its intend-
ed purpose, the cafeteria at 
Hardy is used for student 
performances and show-
cases, and Denson said 
that often times grade-level 
awards ceremonies have 
to be broken up into seg-
ments in order to accom-
modate students, parents 
and guests. 

The cafeteria is also used 
as storage space, as are 
some of  the building’s halls. 

There are also numerous 
small items to be addressed. 
Outdated doorknobs in the 
gymnasium, for exam-
ple, pose a safety threat 
for fast-moving children, 
according to Hardy Gym 
Teacher Michael Cooke.   

The planned renovations 
and expansion is currently 
making its way through the 
county’s capital improve-
ment plan process, where 
the final decision rests with 
the Board of  Supervisors.  

Hardy

county and the Virginia 
Department of  Juvenile 
Justice. 

The proposed juvenile 
facility, for incarcerated 
youth age 14-21, has been 
met with a tremendous 
amount of  opposition from 
residents of  Windsor and 
the southern end of  the 
county. 

The proposed juvenile 
facility, for incarcerated 
youth age 14-21, has been 
met with a tremendous 
amount of  opposition from 

Terms
residents of  Windsor and 
the southern end of  the 
county. 

Most of  the concerns 
center around safety, the 
impact on property values 
and quality of  life and what 
benefits the county is to re-
ceive from the project.

The project calls for a 60-
bed residential facility. Isle 
of  Wight County is donating 
the land, as well as $500,000 
for water and sewer lines 
to be run to the property. 
The state, in turn, will pay 
the remaining cost for the 
utilities.



Staff photo by Frederic Lee

Staff photo by Diana McFarland

Serving iSle of Wight and Surry CountieS SinCe 1920
Wednesday, Mar. 13, 2019 Smithfield, Va. 23431 75 cents

CAREER TRAINING PARADE
There’ll be a parade Satur-
day, this one to celebrate St. 
Patrick’s Day. 

— See page 9

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“
”

It’s better to be at the table, rather 
than to step back and let whatever 
happens, happen.

Isle of Wight schools 
celebrated the official 
opening of CTE facilities 
this week.

— See page 9
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Smithfield timeS
the

— Carrsville Supervisor Don Rosie
On negotiations for juvenile center, p. 1

By Frederic Lee 
Staff  writer 

Using a private donation of  $2,000, 
a Smithfield Town Council member 
is installing an electric fence around 
a section of  trees at Windsor Castle 
Park, next to the kayak launch at 
Cypress Creek. 

It’s intention? To keep a herd of  

ivy and underbrush-eating goats 
from escaping.

The electric fence, currently un-
der construction, will enclose a 2- to 
3-acre section of  trees southeast of  
the Windsor Castle barns, between 
Kayak Lane and Cypress Creek. The 
fence is intermittently marked with 
warning signs, and it runs next to 
Kayak Lane briefly.  

Work on the fence began less than 
a week ago, according to Smithfield 
Town Council member Michael 

Smith, whose construction company 
is building the fence. Smith said that 
the cost of  construction would not 
exceed the $2,000 donation.  

Smith said that the individual who 
made the donation wants to remain 
anonymous. 

The goats will be provided by Da-
vid Prim in Suffolk. Smith said that 
four or five goats will be used for the 
clearing.  

Windsor Castle’s new goat fence runs alongside 
hiking trail.

This ought to hold a goat

By Diana McFarland
Managing editor

Restricting the juvenile correc-
tional center to 60 beds, capping 
Isle of  Wight’s utility contribu-
tion and a more detailed security 
plan emerged as some of  the top 
priorities Thursday as the Board 
of  Supervisors began negotiating 
the finer points of  its deal with the 
Department of  Juvenile Justice. 

When it comes to the name, no 
one wants Windsor included in it, 
said Windsor District Supervisor 
Joel Acree. 

The Board also wants to re-
strict the facility to youth only. 

The Board approved the trans-
fer of  its property to the state in 
February, but still needs to work 
out the terms of  that transfer, 
which includes items ranging 
from capping septic systems to 
how the property will be disposed 
of  should the facility close in the 
future. 

Isle of  Wight County Admin-
istrator Randy Keaton went over 
a list of  terms for the county, as 
well as the Department of  Juve-
nile Justice, at the March 7 Board 
work session.

Residents attending the meet-
ing were also encouraged to fill 
out a form concerning terms they 
would like to see on the table. 

One suggestion was for an 
audible alert in the event of  an 
escape, according to Isle of  Wight 
Assistant County Administrator 
Don Robertson. 

The fear of  an escape appears 
to be one of  the main concerns of  
residents living nearby the pro-
posed site of  the juvenile center, 
which will house youthful male 
offenders, age 14-21.

However, there hasn’t been 
an escape at the state’s current 
facility in Chesterfield County, 
Bon Air, since the 1990s, when a 
high security fence was erected. 

Acree said he envisioned wom-
en in the area trying to sleep at 
night after the facility opens, and 
further suggested that the offense 
level of  some of  the first residents 
there be lower until staff  training 
is complete. 

“You don’t need people in there 
with elevated risk while new staff  
is training,” said Acree.

Carrsville Supervisor Don 

It’s all about the details
IW begins
outlining
limits of
land offer

By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer 

Several new positions were 
cut from the initial  Isle of  Wight 
County schools budget proposal, 
reducing the county funding re-
quest by $450,000, while starting 
teacher salaries were increased.

The School Board plans to ask 
the Isle of  Wight Board of  Super-
visors for $28.2 million — which 
still represents a 7.5-percent 
increase from last year’s local 
contribution of  $26.2 million.  

The changes to the proposed 

Thornton trims budget request
budget were discussed Thursday 
at a School Board work session.

While some line items were 
cut, others were added to create an 
overall operational budget of  $66.3 
million, compared to the initial 
$66.9 million when the budget was 
first introduced. 

Line items that were added to 
the budget proposal included a 
bump to the first five-year teacher 
salary, costing $640,923, and three 
additional elementary S.T.E.M. 
teachers at an expense of  $190,700, 
according to Isle of  Wight Coun-

ty schools spokesperson Lynn 
Briggs.  

“We all agreed that the bot-
tom of  our scale, those first few 
steps, really need to be adjusted,” 
said Schools Superintendent Dr. 
Jim Thornton on the pay raise. 
Teacher raises had been included 
in the previous budget proposal, 
but weren’t specified to a specific 
experience level.  

The starting salary for teach-
ers in the county was raised from 
$41,310 to $44,000 in the proposal, 
and the first five years’ salary 

reflects a $120 pay raise each year.  
On budget cuts, four guidance 

counselors, at a cost of  $285,000, 
were removed from the budget 
proposal in response to addition-
al amendments that Governor 
Ralph Northam made to his bi-
ennial budget. Overall, the state 
contribution was cut by $165,958, 
down to $32.7 million, during the 
budgetary process between the 
governor and the General Assem-
bly, according to Thornton. 

By Diana McFarland
Managing editor

Renovating and expanding 
Hardy Elementary School was 
the focus of  a tour and discussion 
Monday between the Isle of  Wight 
Board of  Supervisors and School 
Board. 

The Supervisors and School 
Board members also toured the 
school division’s bus garage, 
which is also on the list for re-
placement. 

Included in the tour were Har-
dy’s too small gym and the crum-
bling offices of  maintenance staff. 

“It’s sad that we even call that 
a gym,” said Windsor District 
Supervisor Joel Acree of  Hardy’s 
gym, which is third of  the size of  
Carrollton Elementary School’s 
gym with the same amount of  
students. 

The idea is to bring equity 
among the county’s school facil-
ities, said Isle of  Wight County 
schools Superintendent Dr. Jim 
Thornton. 

Hardy Elementary School, 
built in 1961, is outdated and too 
small for today’s needs, according 
to school officials. 

Renovating and expanding 
the school would also alleviate 
crowding at Carrollton and West-
side Elementary schools for the 
immediate future, according to 
school officials. 

The supervisors were con-

Supers
view HES
condition
School Bd. wants
to remodel
1960s facility

• See BUDGET, p. 8 • See CENTER, p. 8

• See TOUR, p. 7

• See FENCE, p. 7

Cougars win state title
Senior Zhamare’ Slade takes a shot, with an assist by Brandon Drew, Saturday during 
the state championship game against Eastside High School in Richmond. The Cougars 
took home the trophy by defeating the Spartans 57-48. The girls came in as state 
runners-up against Parry McCluer High School. See story on page 12. 
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Rosie agreed.
“Break in your staff, 

break in your facility with 
low-risk, not high-risk indi-
viduals,” said Rosie.

State officials have said 
that some of  the youth to 
be housed at the facility 
will have committed serious 
offenses. 

Keaton presented some 
possible fencing options, 
courtesy of  drawings from 
the DJJ, showing a raised 
earthen berm and wall 
along the portion of  the 20-
acre parcel that runs along 
Route 258. Another option is 
an inwardly curved fence, 
along with some solid walls. 

Keaton didn’t know the 
height of  the various fenc-
ing options. The facility will 
also employ state-of-the-
art security systems, said 
Keaton.

The Board said it wanted 
more clarity on how that 
system would work. 

So far, the state wants 
Isle of  Wight to provide 
the property, contribute 
$500,000 for a water and sew-
er line along Route 258, re-
move all existing structures 
and remove the debris, per-
form any necessary envi-
ronmental remediation, 
close any existing on-site 
septic systems and close all 
but one existing well for use 
during construction. 

The state also requests 
that the county restrict de-
velopment next to the pro-
posed facility and not allow 
certain types of  businesses, 
such as a sawmill, livestock 
auction, landfill and a scrap 

Center

The DJJ has produced this conceptual drawing of the proposed Windsor facility.

and salvage service, among 
others. 

The state, in turn, agrees 
to limit the number of  beds 
to 72, restrict the facility to 
youth only, be responsible 
for utility costs beyond the 
county’s contribution, the 
aesthetics and safety of  the 
fence and a 25-foot vegeta-
tive buffer along Route 258.

The agreement would 
provide that the property 
would revert to the county  
if  the project is not built 
within three years. Other 
provisions protect the coun-
ty if  the facility closes in 
the future, give right of  first 
refusal for the county and a 
reimbursement to the state 

if  the property is converted 
to another state use. 

Board members were 
concerned that the state’s 
terms now called for a facil-
ity of  up to 72 beds. 

Why is it now up to 72 
beds, when it was original-
ly touted as 60 beds, aksed 
Acree. 

The concept for the new 
juvenile facility, as present-

ed by DJJ Executive Direc-
tor Andrew Block, was for 
a smaller facility closer to 
the homes of  the offenders. 
The smaller facility would 
better facilitate treatment 
of  the youth as well as fur-
ther engage the family in 
the process.

Block said 60 beds are all 
the department wants and 
all it has funding for. 

“At some point in the 

future if  we had to expand 
— which I hope we don’t 
— we agree that we would 
never get bigger than 72 
beds,” said Block in a March 
8 email. 

Near the end of  the dis-
cussion, Acree and Rosie 
said they have been asked 
how they can participate 
in the negotiations if  they 
voted against the facility. 

Acree and Rosie cast 

the two dissenting votes 
and it is residents in their 
districts who will live clos-
er to the facility. However, 
both said that it’s better 
that they participate at this 
point by providing input 
based on their constituents’ 
concerns.  

“It’s better to be at the ta-
ble, rather than to step back 
and let whatever happens, 
happen,” said Rosie. 

“That is the new ap-
proved budget … we actual-
ly are getting less state mon-
ey. That’s a negative, right 
off  the bat,” said Thornton. 

L a s t  D e c e m b e r , 
Northam’s budget amend-
ments called for a bolster-
ing of  guidance counselors 
in Virginia schools, and 
seven additional counselors 
were thus required for Isle 
of  Wight schools, according 
to Thornton. Last month, 
Thornton expressed that it 
may be difficult finding sev-
en guidance counselors for 
the county, but since then, 
the specific requirement 
has been reduced to three.  

The role of  process fa-
cilitator was also removed 
from the proposed budget. 
At an expense of  $71,364 
each, the five positions in 
the previous proposal cost 
about $356,500.  

The position would have 
been new to the county and 
would have provided addi-
tional staff  to assist school 
principals and assistant 
principals with tailoring 

special education students’ 
curriculum, according to 
Briggs.  

“It’s a tough year to add a 
new position, when we have 
so many things that we have 
to add,” said School Board 
member Kirstin Cook at the 
Thursday budget meeting.

Six additional building 
support staff, at a total cost 
of  $181,932, were also re-
moved. Support staff  would 
have provided jack-of-all-
trades type positions in 
order to fill staffing gaps, 
requested by building ad-
ministrators, according to 
Briggs.   

Other cuts included a 
part-time nurse assistant 
position, a requested fi-
nance position, technology 
funding for additional lap-
tops and the purchase of  
vans/buses and contracted 
human resources services, 
combined equaling roughly 
$400,000 in cuts. 

More additions to the 
budget proposal include 
EpiPens costing $3,500 and 
a secretary at Windsor High 
School at an expense of  
$42,000. 

Budget

By Diana McFarland
Managing editor

Smithfield District Su-
pervisor Dick Grice has 
decided to run for a second 
term on the Isle of  Wight 
County Board of  Supervi-
sors. He joins incumbents 
William McCarty and Joel 
Acree, who are also seeking 
a second term. 

Also on the ballot locally 
are three School Board seats 
— Smithfield, Windsor and 
Newport — as well as the 
commissioner of  the reve-
nue, treasurer, sheriff  and 
commonwealth’s attorney. 

On the School Board, 
only Newport District Rep-
resentative Vicky Hulick 
plans to seek a second term. 

Isle of  Wight County 
Sheriff  James Clarke, Isle 
of  Wight Commonwealth’s 
Attorney Georgette Phil-
lips, Commissioner of  Rev-
enue Gerald Gwaltney and 
Treasurer Judy Wells all 
plan to seek re-election. 

Candidate packets for 

local elections can be ob-
tained at the Isle of  Wight 
County Registrar’s office, lo-
cate at 17106 Monument Cir-
cle or on the state website at 
www.elections.virginia.gov.

For more information, 
call 357-5699. 

To run for a local-level 
office, a candidate must 
be qualified to vote and 
to hold the office being 
sought, must be a resident 
of  Virginia for one year 
immediately preceding the 
election, and a resident of  
Isle of  Wight County and 
the district of  the seat being 
sought, if  applicable.  

Candidates seeking of-
fice must file a statement 
of  organization within 10 
days of  accepting a contri-
bution, spending any funds, 
paying a filing fee for any 
party nomination, filing 
a candidate statement of  
qualification or appointing 
a campaign treasurer, desig-
nating a campaign commit-
tee or depository. 

Grice will seek
second term on
Bd. of Supervisors

Windsor 
meeting

The Board of  Super-
visors plans to hold its 
March 21 meeting at the 
Windsor Town Center if  
terms for a 60-bed resi-
dential youth correction-
al center are ready for a 
final vote by then.

The center, to be lo-
cated on 20 acres of  Isle 
of  Wight-owned prop-
erty two miles south of  
the Town of  Windsor 
on Route 258, would be 
built and operated by 
the Virginia Department 
of  Juvenile Justice. The 
supervisors approved the 
transfer of  the land to the 
state and are currently 
negotiating the terms of  
that transaction. 

The Windsor Town 
Center is located at 23361 
Courthouse Highway in 
Windsor. 
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WINDSOR TOWN CTR. SPORTS
Smithfield High girls’ soccer 
team lost to last year’s state 
champions in their season 
opener. 

— See page 12

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“ ”
Why do a facelift when you have a 
bunch of broken arteries?

Vacancies on the new 
Town Center’s board are 
being filled by Windsor 
Council members.

— See page 6
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Smithfield timeS
the

— Newport Supervisor William McCarty
On plans to modernize Hardy Elementary, p. 1

By Diana McFarland
Managing editor

A tour of  the nearly 60-year 
old Hardy Elementary School has 
the Isle of  Wight Board of  Super-
visors reevaluating whether or 
not renovating the building is 
the wisest use of  taxpayer money. 

The current building does not 
have access to municipal water 
and sewer, the property has drain-
age issues and a routine feature, 
such as a sprinkler system, is not 
available. 

HES: Rebuild or replace?
Tour has supers questioning upgrade wisdom

Board members are also con-
cerned that the aging plumbing 
may need to be replaced.

Board Chairman William Mc-
Carty said he was “shocked” that 
a critical system, such as the 
plumbing, wasn’t investigated 
by the school division prior to 
proposing the renovation and 
expansion of  Hardy.

Some on the Board are be-

ginning to think that replacing 
Hardy may be the route to take, 
particularly District Supervisor 
Rudolph Jefferson.

Jefferson not only wants Hardy 
replaced, he wants the new school 
to remain in the Hardy District. 

McCarty describes the situ-
ation another way, “Why do a 
facelift when you have a bunch of  
broken arteries,” he said. 

Hardy does not have a sprin-
kler system because it was not 
required when the school was 
built, and as long as the use re-
mains the same, the building is 
held to the code it was under when 
it was constructed, said schools 
spokesperson Lynn Briggs.

The renovation includes the 
cost of  a sprinkler system or fire 
walls, but the division needs to 

investigate the water source at 
Hardy to see if  it could support a 
wet fire suppression system, said 
Briggs. 

The school is served by a well 
and septic system. 

The Isle of  Wight County 
School Board has approved a 
long-range plan that calls for 

By Diana McFarland
Managing editor

Sen. Louise Lucas was hap-
py to report that after years 
of  effort, her casino bill had 
passed the General Assembly 
and is on its way to the Gover-
nor’s desk.

It took collaboration and 
compromise, but it passed, said 
Lucas Thursday during the 
Richard J. Holland Post-Leg-
islative Breakfast held at The 
Smithfield Center. 

Lucas, D-18th, and Del. Emi-
ly Brewer, R-64th, were the only 
two of  Isle of  Wight County’s 
five state legislators to attend 
the meeting. Sen. John Cos-
grove, R-14th, and Del. Roslyn 
Tyler, D-75th, sent representa-
tives. Sen. Tommy Norment, 
R-3rd did not attend and did not 
send a representative.

The casino bill does not 
interfere with the Pamunkey 
Indian tribe’s desire to build a 
casino in Norfolk and includes 
a provision for a referendum 
in the five localities that fit the 
criteria in the bill — Bristol, 
Danville, Portsmouth, Norfolk 
and Richmond, said Lucas.  

The bill also requires a 
Joint Legislative Audit and 
Review Commission review 
of  casino gaming laws in other 
states, to be due by Dec. 1. 

The idea is for the localities 
to receive proceeds from casino 
gambling for local concerns, 
and in Portsmouth that is to 
help defray the costs of  tolls, 
said Lucas.  

During the General Assem-
bly session this year, Brewer 
said that she and Sen. Monty 
Mason, D-1st, were able to set 
up the state’s first bipartisan 
Foster Care Caucus.

The caucus will work on 
legislation to bring Virginia 
from the bottom of  the country 
for foster care and adoption up 
into the top 10, said Brewer. 

Brewer outlined other bills 
she had passed this year deal-
ing with adoption and foster 

Lucas 
relates
casino
effort
Only 2 legislators
at annual breakfast

Advocacy group joins ‘center’ fight
By Diana McFarland
Managing editor

A Richmond-based group is 
calling for the proposed youth 
correctional center to be locat-
ed on the Peninsula and in the 
neighborhoods where the boys 
are from. 

Valerie Slater with RISE for 
Youth said that a large percentage 
of  incarcerated youth in Hampton 
Roads are from Newport News 
and Hampton, and asked why not 
put the 60-bed residential facility 

in one of  those communities.
Locating the facility where the 

kids and families live brings all 
the resources that come with it 
to where the problems originate, 
said Slater.

“Break that cycle,” she said.
Instead, by locating in rural 

and remote Isle of  Wight, the 
youth will serve their time where 
they receive a good deal of  sup-
port, but are then returned to 

Terms to be weighed Thursday
Further consideration of the terms of the land transfer to the 
Virginia Department of Juvenile Justice for a 60-bed residential 
youth correctional facility is expected Thursday when the Board of 
Supervisors meeets at 6 p.m. in the Windsor Town Center, 23361 
Courthouse Highway, Windsor. 

disenfranchised communities 
where it is lacking, she said. 

If  the state is going to build 
a small facility based on a new 
model of  juvenile rehabilitation, 
why not put it in the place where 
it’s most needed, said Slater.

The lives of  kids shouldn’t rest 
on where a locality has offered 
land, she said.  

The Virginia Department of  
Juvenile Justice did not respond 

By Diana McFarland
Managing editor

A Norfolk man was arrested 
Friday for allegedly using elec-
tronic devices to obtain sex from 
who he believed was a 14-year-
old girl — to the point of  driving 
to where he thought she lived 
in Carrollton, according to Lt. 
Tommy Potter with the Isle of  
Wight County Sheriff ’s Office. 

The arrest was part of  the 

Sheriff ’s Office’s work with 
the Southern Internet Crimes 
Against Children Task Force 
and the 14-year-old was actually 
an undercover officer. 

Emmett Lewis Barnard III, 
of  the 7500 block of  Yorktown 
Drive, was charged with two 
counts of  using a communi-
cation system to expose adult 
genitals to a minor; one count of  
using a communication system 

to request the minor to expose 
genitals and three counts of  
using the system to request a 
sex act with a minor, according 
to the Sheriff ’s Office. 

Barnard is also an IT spe-
cialist with the Virginia Beach 
Public Schools. 

While there is no reason to 
believe the accused has acted 
inappropriately with children in 
Virginia Beach, the city will be 

notified if  that changes during 
the investigation, said Potter. 

Isle of  Wight was involved in 
the sting because the intended 
“victim” was thought to live in 
the county, said Potter. 

The investigation began with 
deputies routinely monitoring 
social media platforms, such as 
chat rooms and marketplaces, 

Alleged child predator charged

• See HARDY, p. 7

• See LEGISLATIVE, p. 7

• See PREDATOR, p. 7

• See CENTER, p. 8

Pink Irish pig spotted on Main Street
A Genuine Smithfield pink pig meets up with the genuinely Irish-inspired St. Patrick’s Day Saturday for the town’s 
second parade celebrating the holiday. Several floats and numerous marchers added to the festivities along the 
Main and Grace Street parade route. 
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to a request for comment. 
Isle of  Wight County last 

year offered the Virginia 
Department of  Juvenile 
Justice 20 acres and $500,000 
for utilities to locate a new 
60-bed residential facility 
on county-owned property 
two miles south of  Route 
460 along Route 258. 

The county purchased 
the land about 10 years ago 
as part of  its intermodal 
park, but so far, there hasn’t 
been an interest by business 
to locate there. Missing 
from the site is municipal 
water and sewer — which 
would be provided if  the 

By Diana McFarland
Managing editor

A new group called the 
Southern Isle of  Wight Cit-
izen’s Association tried 
to reserve the community 
room at Sentara St. Luke’s 
for RISE for Youth to speak 
about its ideas on youth 
rehabilitation on March 15. 

When Sentara asked the 
decades-old Isle of  Wight 
Citizen’s Association who 
the southern version was, 
Vice President Alber t 
Burckard said he didn’t 
know. 

The Isle of  Wight Citi-
zen’s Association regularly 
meets at St. Luke’s.

Burckard said he told 
Sentara that RISE for Youth, 
however, was a lobbying 
group out of  Richmond. 

Sentara cancelled the 
reservation. 

RISE for Youth has spo-
ken publicly concerning 
the proposed 60-bed youth 
correctional center to be 
located south of  Windsor. 
The group would prefer the 
facility be put in Newport 
News or Hampton. 

The Richmond-based 
nonprofit advocates for ju-
venile justice reform in 
Virginia. 

Sentara found itself  in 
the middle of  a controversy 
and tries to take a neutral 
position in situations such 
as this, said Sentara spokes-
man Dale Gauding. 

Sentara doesn’t want to 

New group organizes to
represent ‘southern’ end

be perceived as being on 
one side or another on an 
issue and that is why the 
reservation was cancelled, 
he said. 

Sentara tries to reserve 
the community room for 
non-political health-related 
issues that support its po-
sition on health care, said 
Gauding.

Volpe Boykin said the 
Southern Isle of  Wight 
Citizen’s Association was 
just formed, so new that it 
doesn’t even know who its 
officers are yet. 

The southern end of  the 
county needs a group to rep-
resent its interests, he said. 

When the Southern fac-
tion was told the reserva-
tion was cancelled due to 
the political nature of  the 
discussion, Boykin said 
they were angry and told 
Sentara that the Isle of  
Wight Citizen’s Association 
had taken a political stance 
on the issue and voted to 
support it while in the Sen-
tara community room. 

Burckard said the Isle of  
Wight Citizen’s Association 
is angry that another group 
is trying to co-opt its name. 

Boykin said he would 
advise the southern group 
that the original Citizen’s 
Association is not happy 
with their name selection. 

There was some initial 
suspicion that RISE for 
Youth had made the reser-
vation, posing as the South-

ern Isle of  Wight Citizen’s 
Association, but its execu-
tive director, Valerie Slater, 
said her organization would 
never operate like that. 

Slater said her group 
was invited by the individ-
uals with the Southern Isle 
of  Wight Citizen’s Associ-
ation to speak at Sentara.

She said her organi-
zation also did not make 
the flyer that was passed 
around.

Slater said “RISE” is 
written in all capital let-
ters and all their material 
includes a logo, which the 
flyer did not have. 

Meanwhile, RISE for 
Youth volunteers have 
passed out postcards for 
residents to sign and send 
to their respective supervi-
sors, said Slater. 

There are two versions 
— one for the two super-

visors who voted against 
transferring the land to the 
Virginia Department of  Ju-
venile Justice, and one for 
the three who voted in favor. 

The cards directed at 
Windsor and Carrsville 
supervisors Joel Acree and 
Don Rosie thank them for 
voting against transfer-
ring the land. It then goes 
on to promote a different 
approach to juvenile re-
habilitation using small, 
therapeutic facilities. 

The cards directed at 
Hardy, Smithfield and New-
port supervisors Rudolph 
Jefferson, Dick Grice and 
William McCarty urge them 
to reject the final plan for 
the youth facility. 

Each card has a space 
for someone to sign and 
the cards are addressed to 
the home address of  each 
supervisor. 

state locates its facility 
there — along with 240 jobs. 

There has been strong 
public opposition to the 
project — predominantly 
among residents of  Wind-
sor and southern Isle of  
Wight County. The Isle of  
Wight Board of  Supervi-
sors voted 3-2 to transfer 
the land, but the details of  
that transfer are still being 
worked out. 

If  a consensus between 
the county and state is not 
reached, the deal could fall 
through. Further discus-
sion is expected at Thurs-
day’s  Board of  Supervisors 
meeting, to be held at the 
Windsor Town Center. 

Center

By Frederic Lee 
Staff  writer  

SURRY— Surry County 
staff  posted a notice on 
March 7 calling for resi-
dents to consider serving on 
one of  several of  the coun-
ty’s boards or commissions. 

No less than nine gov-
ernment organizations re-
quire or will soon require 
new members to replace 
those whose terms have or 
will soon expire.   

Boards include:  the 
Board of  Historic and Ar-
chitectural Review, the 
Board of  Zoning Appeals, 
District 19 Community Ser-
vices Board, the Economic 
Development Authority, the 
Highway Transportation 

Wanted: volunteers
for various Surry
boards, commissions

Safety Commission, the 
John Tyler Community 
College Board, the Parks 
and Recreation Advisory 
Committee, the Planning 
Commission and the Youth 
Services Citizens Board. 

On CNU
Dean’s List

Kayla Robichaud of  Ivor 
made the Dean’s List for the 
Fall 2018 semester at Chris-
topher Newport University. 
For the 2018-2019 semester, 
Robichaud will help with a 
cellphone anxiety study in 
APEX Lab on campus as a 
research assistant. She is 
the daughter of  Debbie and 
Bob Robichaud of  Ivor.
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to a request for comment. 
Isle of  Wight County last 

year offered the Virginia 
Department of  Juvenile 
Justice 20 acres and $500,000 
for utilities to locate a new 
60-bed residential facility 
on county-owned property 
two miles south of  Route 
460 along Route 258. 

The county purchased 
the land about 10 years ago 
as part of  its intermodal 
park, but so far, there hasn’t 
been an interest by business 
to locate there. Missing 
from the site is municipal 
water and sewer — which 
would be provided if  the 

By Diana McFarland
Managing editor

A new group called the 
Southern Isle of  Wight Cit-
izen’s Association tried 
to reserve the community 
room at Sentara St. Luke’s 
for RISE for Youth to speak 
about its ideas on youth 
rehabilitation on March 15. 

When Sentara asked the 
decades-old Isle of  Wight 
Citizen’s Association who 
the southern version was, 
Vice President Alber t 
Burckard said he didn’t 
know. 

The Isle of  Wight Citi-
zen’s Association regularly 
meets at St. Luke’s.

Burckard said he told 
Sentara that RISE for Youth, 
however, was a lobbying 
group out of  Richmond. 

Sentara cancelled the 
reservation. 

RISE for Youth has spo-
ken publicly concerning 
the proposed 60-bed youth 
correctional center to be 
located south of  Windsor. 
The group would prefer the 
facility be put in Newport 
News or Hampton. 

The Richmond-based 
nonprofit advocates for ju-
venile justice reform in 
Virginia. 
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as this, said Sentara spokes-
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Sentara doesn’t want to 

New group organizes to
represent ‘southern’ end
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the political nature of  the 
discussion, Boykin said 
they were angry and told 
Sentara that the Isle of  
Wight Citizen’s Association 
had taken a political stance 
on the issue and voted to 
support it while in the Sen-
tara community room. 

Burckard said the Isle of  
Wight Citizen’s Association 
is angry that another group 
is trying to co-opt its name. 

Boykin said he would 
advise the southern group 
that the original Citizen’s 
Association is not happy 
with their name selection. 

There was some initial 
suspicion that RISE for 
Youth had made the reser-
vation, posing as the South-

ern Isle of  Wight Citizen’s 
Association, but its execu-
tive director, Valerie Slater, 
said her organization would 
never operate like that. 

Slater said her group 
was invited by the individ-
uals with the Southern Isle 
of  Wight Citizen’s Associ-
ation to speak at Sentara.
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the flyer that was passed 
around.

Slater said “RISE” is 
written in all capital let-
ters and all their material 
includes a logo, which the 
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residents to sign and send 
to their respective supervi-
sors, said Slater. 

There are two versions 
— one for the two super-

visors who voted against 
transferring the land to the 
Virginia Department of  Ju-
venile Justice, and one for 
the three who voted in favor. 

The cards directed at 
Windsor and Carrsville 
supervisors Joel Acree and 
Don Rosie thank them for 
voting against transfer-
ring the land. It then goes 
on to promote a different 
approach to juvenile re-
habilitation using small, 
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The cards directed at 
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port supervisors Rudolph 
Jefferson, Dick Grice and 
William McCarty urge them 
to reject the final plan for 
the youth facility. 

Each card has a space 
for someone to sign and 
the cards are addressed to 
the home address of  each 
supervisor. 
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Wight Board of  Supervi-
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the land, but the details of  
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Development Authority, the 
Highway Transportation 
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Safety Commission, the 
John Tyler Community 
College Board, the Parks 
and Recreation Advisory 
Committee, the Planning 
Commission and the Youth 
Services Citizens Board. 
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Kayla Robichaud of  Ivor 
made the Dean’s List for the 
Fall 2018 semester at Chris-
topher Newport University. 
For the 2018-2019 semester, 
Robichaud will help with a 
cellphone anxiety study in 
APEX Lab on campus as a 
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INSIDE THIS WEEK INSIDE THIS WEEK
The American Legion honors 
scores of Vietnam veterans 
with lunch. 

— See page 11

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“
”

No one contacted us. Even when 
he took the flag, he did not come 
in and tell us.

Nationals’ ‘First Pitch’ 
honors go to county 
resident Bill Cook.

— See page 11
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— Business owner Clay Vaughan
Reacting to sign confiscation, p. 1

By Diana McFarland
Managing editor

Isle of  Wight residents are 
upset.

Some are upset because their 
property assessment went up. 
Some are upset because it went 
down. Those who are happy are 
likely keeping it to themselves. 

William Havrila in Carrollton 
was surprised to see the value 
of  his property go up $66,000 
since the last reassessment, or 25 
percent. 

Too high or too low
Reassessments tend to make everybody unhappy

Havrilla plans to appeal be-
cause he fears the increase will 
be reflected in his next real estate 
tax bill. 

Others have seen their residen-
tial property go down, including 
some homes in the Moonefield 
area of  Smithfield. 

Some residents see an assess-
ment as a tool used by the county 
to get more money from its res-

idents, others see it as a ploy to 
pay for the proposed youth cor-
rectional center. 

It doesn’t work that way, said 
Isle of  Wight County Commis-
sioner of  Revenue Gerald Gwalt-
ney. 

A resident’s real estate tax bill 
does not correlate to the same 
percentage that the assessment 
goes up, or down, he said.

Virginia localities are required 
to adjust the current tax rate to 
be “revenue neutral,” that is, if  
the county experiences an overall 
increase in real estate values, it 
does not automatically cash in on 
the extra money, said Gwaltney.

By law, the county gets to keep 
the taxes generated by 101 percent 
of  the current assessment. If  a 
reassessment increases a proper-

ty’s value by more than 1 percent, 
the additional tax has to be rolled 
back, said Gwaltney.

Rolling back the tax rate does 
not take into account the need to 
raise the real estate tax rate for 
other things, such as new projects, 
said Gwaltney.  

If  the county needs to raise 

By Diana McFarland
Managing editor

A leading opponent of  the 
youth correctional center near 
Windsor spent $877 to track emails 
and other correspondence on the 
project from its beginnings here 
in 2017.

The Freedom of  Information 
Act request was made and paid for 
by Richard J. “Dick” Holland Jr., 
CEO and chairman of  the board 
of  Farmers Bank, a former mem-
ber of  the Economic Development 
Authority, and an outspoken 
opponent of  the proposed youth 
facility. 

Holland and a group of  resi-
dents provided The Smithfield 
Times with a notebook of  the 
emails and correspondence, span-
ning a time frame from Dec. 7. 2017 
to March 1, 2019. The correspon-
dence is between members of  the 
Board of  Supervisors, some res-
idents, the Virginia Department 
of  Juvenile Justice and General 
Services and county staff. 

The information begins with 
initial conversations concerning 
whether or not Isle of  Wight 
would be a suitable site and con-
cludes with the county attorney 
informing the state that a deed 
has been drawn up in anticipation 
of  the final vote on the project, 
scheduled for April 18. 
Highlights include:

•Isle of  Wight was one of  about 
20 potential sites to be submitted 
to the state for consideration. 
(Dec. 7, 2017).

Opponents dig
through juvenile
detention emails
Exchanges with state, each other
date back to December 2017

Vote now set
for April 18

The Isle of  Wight County 
Board of  Supervisors is poised 
to cast the final vote April 18 on 
the terms of  a property transfer 
to the state to build a 60-bed 
youth correctional center about 
two miles south of  Route 460 
along Route 258. The new facil-
ity is part of  the state’s effort 
to transform its rehabilitation 
of  youth charged with crimes. 
The proposed center would in-
clude academic and vocational 
training, as well as medical, 
substance abuse and mental 
health support. 

The 20  acres  of  coun-
ty-owned property is part of  
its intermodal park. The project 
includes building a water and 
sewer line to the facility, at a 
cost of  $500,000 to Isle of  Wight 
County, with the state picking 
up the remainder of  the cost. 
The facility is also expected to 
generate 240 jobs.

•Isle of  Wight County initially 
told the state that it could par-
ticipate in a multi-jurisdictional 
effort to share funding for public 
transportation. (Transporting 
families of  the incarcerated youth 
to the facility is a consideration 
for the future success of  the proj-

For fun and funds
Westside 5th grader Samantha Ray runs through dry paint at a color run on Friday 
on the school’s track. The run was part of a PTA-organized fundraiser to acquire 
soundproof panels for the school’s gymnasium, since gym teachers like to play music 
for students during PE class that can get loud, according to PTA President Jessica 
Distefano. In total, the soundproof panels will cost about $7,500, said Westside 
Principal Marsha Cale. Ms. Dunlow’s 6th grade class raised the most money in this 
fundraiser, with $1,095. 

Town confiscates carload
of ‘feather’ business signs
By Diana McFarland
Managing editor

Some Smithfield business own-
ers were upset last week when a 
town employee took their “feath-
er” signs without notifying them 
prior to doing so. 

Clay Vaughan of  Vaughan 
TECH and Steven Respass of  Af-
fordable Auto Repair said a man 
pulled up at their business and 
removed their signs. Vaughan 
Tech is located on South Church 
Street and Affordable Auto is on 
Battery Park Road.

“No notice, no one contacted 
us. Even when he took the flag, 
he did not come in and tell us,” 
said Vaughan, adding that several 
other businesses were affected. 

Respass said his daughter de-
cided to follow the driver taking 
the signs and ended up in a minor 
collision with his car at the for-
mer Little’s Supermarket. 

She was trying to retrieve 
stolen property and had no idea 

it was a town employee, said 
Respass. 

Vaughan said he tried to report 
the incident to the Smithfield 
Police, but they told him they 
couldn’t take a report because it 
was a town employee taking the 

signs. 
Efforts to reach the Smithfield 

Police for comment were unsuc-
cessful by press time. 

Smithfield Town Manager 

Juvenile Justice
director leaving post
By Diana McFarland
Managing editor

The man leading the effort to 
build a controversial youth cor-
rectional center south of  Windsor 
will serve his last day on the job 
the day after the Board of  Super-
visors is expected to take a final 
vote on the facility.

Virginia Department of  Ju-
venile Justice Director Andrew 
Block is leaving his post effective 
April 19.

The Board is expected to take 
a final vote on the terms of  the 
land transfer to the state at its 

meeting April 18 at 
the Windsor Town 
Center. 

G o v.  R a l p h 
Northam has ap-
pointed Valerie 
Boykin, a Suffolk 
native, to head up 
the agency. 

B o y k i n  h a s 
served as deputy director of  
community programs for the DJJ 
since 2015, and has been with the 
agency for 25 years. 

Clay Vaughan of Vaughan TECH posted this photo of the 
feather flags on Facebook after they were confiscated by a 
town employee. 

Block

• See REASSESSMENT, p. 7

• See CONFISCATED, p. 7

• See EMAILS, p. 8

• See BLOCK, p. 9
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Email exchanges relating to the juvenile detention center fill a three-ring binder. Opponents organized 
them and held a news conference to discuss the contents.

• Continued from p. 1

ect). (Dec. 15, 2017).
•Isle of  Wight Director 

of  Utilities Don Jennings, 
in a discussion on the utili-
ties, said the county may be 
taking a risk in putting off  
potential users based on the 
perception of  having “that” 
neighbor, and effectively 
creating a stranded asset, 
at least in the short term 
(in reference to the water 
and sewer lines the county 
is planning to contribute 
$500,000 to build). (Dec. 21, 
2017).

•The state informed the 
county that the majority 
of  jobs, 91 out of  240, would 
have an average pay of  
$38,270. The overall average 
for pay for all jobs at the 
facility would be $61,642. 

•Smithfield District Su-
pervisor Dick Grice was 
concerned with meeting 
with Windsor officials be-
fore the project was an-
nounced in the newspapers. 
(Dec. 22, 2017). 

•Board of  Supervisors 
tossed around ideas for the 
name of  the facility in Jan. 
2018 to include “Windsor 
or Walters Adolescent Care 
Complex,” the “Youth Cen-
ter for Hope” or the “Teen 
Center for Corrective Care,” 

or the “Carrsville Youth 
Rehabilitation Center.”

•Grice took issue with 
those opposed to the project, 
stating that “this not in my 
backyard and blindsided 
bull needs to end here and 
now.”  (July 16, 2018). 

Grice also stated that it 
would be nice to get support 
from the new Windsor May-
or, Glyn Willis, but if  not, 
“remaining mute would 
be better than taking an 
adversarial position.” (Jan. 
2, 2019) Grice also stated, 
“certain EDA people want 
to cover your ass. The only 
people who will show up 
for a public hearing are 
the naysayers. If  a hun-
dred show up … there are 
36,000 people out there that 
weren’t heard and don’t 
have a problem with the 
issue.” (Jan. 4, 2019).

•Isle of  Wight hired a 
public relations profession-
al, former TV newscaster 
Joel Rubin, to assist with 
the presentation of  infor-
mation at a cost of  $2,635. 

•Rubin suggested to 
county officials that they 
not refer to the project 
as proposed but rather 
planned as “no one should 
think you are going to re-
tract commitment to the 
state.” (Dec. 21, 2018). 

•Windsor District Super-
visor Joel Acree suggested 
that slowing down the pro-
cess might help with the 
perception that it was being 
rammed down the throats 
of  residents. Carrsville Su-
pervisor Don Rosie agreed 
with Acree. (Jan. 17, 2019).

•Isle of  Wight Director 
of  Economic Development 
Chris Morello emailed Jen-
nings about the concerns of  
EDA Chairman Ron Pack 
about a four-inch sewer 
line being inadequate. (Jan. 
29, 2019). 

•Isle of  Wight County 
attorney Robert Jones re-
ported Feb. 4, 2019 that the 
necessary deeds to transfer 
the property to the state 
were 90-percent complete. 
(The vote on transferring 
the land was made Feb. 21). 

•Jones forwarded a pro-
posed motion to county 
staff  for transferring the 
land to the state a day before 
the vote. The proposed mo-
tion was requested by Grice, 
who told Isle of  Wight Citi-
zens’ Association Vice Pres-
ident Albert Burckard that 
he hadn’t shared the details 
of  the motion with his fel-
low Board members before 
the vote. 

•Grice provided Virginia 
Department of  Juvenile 

Emails
Justice Director Andrew 
Block with a list of  ques-
tions for the evening of  the 

• See EMAILS, p. 9
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“During Andy’s tenure 
as director, the men and 
women of  the Department 
of  Juvenile Justice have 
fully invested themselves 
into transforming both the 
agency and our juvenile 
justice system, and have set 
the course to continue this 
progress,” said Northam. 

“I am grateful for his 
leadership, for the time 
he spent serving this ad-
ministration and the Com-
monwealth, and for the 
passion and dedication he 
brought to serving children, 
families and communities 
across Virginia.”

Block said his leaving 
has nothing to do with the 
project in Windsor, and if  
anything, would be a reason 
to stay. 

“For some time it has 
been clear to me that as 
much as I love my job, and 
deeply believe in all we are 
doing, I need to be more 
available to my family than 
I have been,” Block said in 
an email last week. 

“The agency is lucky to 
have Valerie in this role as 
she has been a key leader in 
our transformation,” said 
Block in a governor’s press 
release.

 “She knows our people, 
knows this work, and cares 
passionately about the chil-
dren and families we serve. 
She will do an amazing job 
as our new director,” he 
said.

The facility in Windsor 
is a piece of  that transfor-
mation, which is based on 
the results of  a system-wide 
assessment by the Annie 
E. Casey Foundation. The 
transformation calls for 
safely reducing the number 
of  youth placed in state cus-
tody, dramatically reform-

ing correctional practices 
to focus on more rigorous 
treatment and education, 
and closing two juvenile 
correctional centers, re-
investing the savings into 
building out a statewide 
continuum of  communi-
ty-based services and sup-
ports, according to a press 
release from the governor’s 
office.

The 60-bed residential fa-
cility proposed for south of  
Windsor is smaller and clos-
er to the homes of  the boys 
who will be housed there. 
The program will include 
academic and vocational 
training, as well as medical, 
substance abuse, emotional 
and family support.

Smithfield District Su-
pervisor Dick Grice said he 
has no concern at all that 
the DJJ is changing hands 
as the county is poised to 
take a final vote on a proj-
ect that has generated an 
enormous amount of  public 
opposition. 

“The young lady who 
is taking his place is abso-

lutely super,” said Grice of  
Boykin. 

Grice said he’s met Boy-
kin and is impressed. 

Grice was one of  the 
three supervisors who vot-
ed to transfer the county’s 
20 acres to the state, along 
with Chairman William 
McCarty and Hardy Dis-
trict Supervisor Rudolph 
Jefferson.

Windsor District Super-
visor Joel Acree, who voted 
against the transfer, said 
the resignation is a “game 
changer.” 

Acree is disappointed 
that the state did not better 
convey that the Windsor fa-
cility was part of  an overall 
transformation based on 
actual data and practices in 
other states. 

“This wasn’t their first 
rodeo,” said Acree, refer-
ring to the failed attempt to 
build the same facility in 
Chesapeake, where public 
opposition led to a lack of  a 
super majority vote by the 
city council.  

Block

public hearing on Feb. 21. 
•Isle of  Wight Citizens’ 

Association President Lisa 
Meunier, in an email to 
Board Chairman William 
McCarty about letters he 
had received, said of  those 
opposed to the project, 
“these south county folks 
are like two-year-olds who 
are throwing a tantrum. 
They need to understand 
that we are a nation of  laws. 
That might get them to back 
off  a bit. They’re feeling 
quite emboldened right 
now.” (Feb. 26, 2019). The 
Citizens’ Association had 

voted in favor of  the project. 
•When County Admin-

istrator Randy Keaton sug-
gested including some resi-
dents on a tour of  Bon Air 
(the current state secure 
youth correctional facility 
in Chesterfield County), 
Grice said the only citizen 
who should be invited is 
the one who lives across 
the street from where the 
proposed facility would be 
located. 

Emails

By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

The Smithfield Town 
Council recently held an 
out-of-town retreat designed 
to prioritize ongoing proj-
ects and determine how 
they will be funded.

The Town Council spent 
the weekend of  March 15 at 
the Williamsburg Lodge at 
a cost of  $11,439. 

The cost included hotel 
rooms, all meals, bever-
ages and breaks, audio/
video and meeting room 
rental charges, according to 
Smithfield Town Manager 
Brian Thrower. 

The pur pose of  the 
retreat was to enable the 
Smithfield Town Council to 
develop a two- to three-year 
plan for the town that would 
include setting the priori-
ties of  ongoing projects, like 
Joseph W. Luter Jr. Sports 
Complex, the Park-to-Park 
bike and pedestrian trail 
and others, according to 
Smithfield Mayor Carter 
Williams. 

The two-to three-year 

plan will be adopted by 
Town Council at the reg-
ular meeting on May 7, 
according to Williams and 
Thrower. 

Williams said that if  
the retreat were held in 
or near town, day-to-day 
distractions might pop up 
and take attention away 
from the goal of  the retreat. 
He added that figuring out 
where funding would be 
coming from for particular 
projects was a main focus 
of  the retreat. 

Williams said that a re-
treat is held “every two 
years or so,” especially 
when there are new Town 
Council members, and that 
its out of  town aspect was 
“absolutely not” for the 
purpose of  being distanced 
from public scrutiny. 

Thrower said that the 
funds for the trip came 
from not fulfilling a town 
contracts/procurement 
position, which equates to 
a savings of  $62,489. 

Town Council member 
Denise Tynes said that 

Thrower organized the trip 
and that the retreat allowed 
opportunity for members 
to get to know each other 
better in an out-of-town 
environment without dis-
tractions.  

The Joseph W. Luter Jr. 
Sports Complex, located on 
West Main Street, is opera-
tional, but final completion 
has been delayed due to the 
need for utility repairs and 
a VDOT-required turn lane.  

The Park-to-Park bike 
and pedestrian trail, if  com-
pleted in its entirety, would 
connect Windsor Castle 
Park to Carrollton Nike 
Park. 

The first segment of  the 
trail along Battery Park 
Road, overseen by Isle of  
Wight County, opened on 
Feb. 28. The portion of  the 
trail that would connect to 
Windsor Castle Park, along 
South Church Street, is un-
der the purview of  the Town 
Council, and a decision on 
how to proceed hasn’t yet 
been made public.   

Out-of-town retreat
used to map policy
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TRASH, TRASH, TRASH CASTLE  PROJECT
Smithfield has spent a lot to 
restore Windsor Castle. Now 
the historic house is to be 
furnished. 

— See page 5

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“ ”
This is a big commitment by our 
commuity.

Isle of Wight and its 
towns are plagued with 
trash, and trying to deal 
with it.

— See page 11
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— Windsor Supervisor Joel Acree
Sayng voters should decide whether to spend money on 

Hardy and Westside schools, p. 1

Acree blames state
By Diana McFarland
Managing editor

On her first public appearance 
in Isle of  Wight County, newly 
appointed Director of  Juvenile 
Justice Valerie Boykin was met 
with a lengthy criticism of  the 
agency’s performance during the 
run-up to getting the youth correc-
tional center approved. 

Boykin has responded, and 
plans to form a citizen’s advisory 

Says agency has relied on IW to explain facility
committee for the facility. 

The one-page, single-spaced 
statement came from Windsor 
District Supervisor Joel Acree, 
who represents ground zero for 
opposition to the project. 

Acree, who voted against the 
land transfer to the state in Feb-
ruary, read his statement at the 

April Board of  Supervisors work 
session. 

Acree said he believes the DJJ 
is largely responsible for why 
the proposed facility is not being 
embraced by Isle of  Wight County 
residents. 

The DJJ should have been 
sharing its vision to transform 

youth rehabilitation to residents 
here as soon as the possibility that 
a facility would be located here, 
said Acree. 

The 60-bed all-male residential 
correctional facility is slated for 
20 acres along Route 258, about 
two miles south of  Route 460. 

That vision should have been 

backed up with facts, studies, 
examples and data, as well as the 
level of  offenses clearly defined, 
said Acree. 

Acree said county staff  had 
been put in the position of  mar-
keting the project, which left the 

Downtown
panhandling
complaints
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

An uptick in panhandling 
around Main Street has result-
ed in more than 30 calls to the 
Smithfield Police Department 
in the last few months. 

Due to the constitutional 
right of  free speech, the act 
itself  is not illegal, according to 
Smithfield Deputy Police Chief  
Matthew Rogers. 

“We were getting a series of  
calls on the couple of  individ-
uals that were doing it,” said 
Rogers on April 5, citing com-
plaints from Grace and Cedar 
street residents and businesses. 
He said that while the police 
department responds to com-

By Diana McFarland
Managing editor

Isle of  Wight County Admin-
istrator Randy Keaton proposes 
the county keep the additional 
revenue generated by the recent 
reassessment, which saw an over-
all increase of  4.4 percent. 

While doing so would keep 
the current tax rate the same, 85 
cents, the increase is the equiva-
lent to a 2.7-cent increase in the 
real estate tax rate or $1.2 million. 

Keaton went over the draft 
$78 million fiscal 2020 operating 
budget with the Board of  Supervi-
sors Thursday, an increase of  $4.1 
million from last year.

Those increases come, in part, 
from a $1 million increase in the 
schools budget, as well as increas-
es in tax relief  for the elderly and 
veterans ($398,000), fire and rescue 
($215,000), parks and recreation 
($213,000) and eight new full-time 
positions, among other items. 

The proposed budget also calls 

Keaton advises
supers to keep
reassessment
tax bump
Schools, fire, rescue increases
cited as justification for a hike

for a 2-percent cost-of-living in-
crease for all employees, at a cost 
of  $360,000. 

New full-time jobs include two 
previously approved animal con-
trol positions, three fire/medics, 
one maintenance and two public 
utility positions.

Not included in the budget 
was a request for five new school 
resource officers, school requests 
totaling $932,941, and five other 
county positions. 

The priciest items in the pro-
posed $5.8 million capital budget 
are $2.3 million for public utili-
ties, which includes a portion of  
the cost of  the Route 10 waterline, 
and $1.9 million for school roof  
projects and engineering and de-
sign work on Hardy Elementary 
in preparation for a proposed 
renovation. 

Smithfield Supervisor Dick 
Grice has suggested the Board 

Referendum to build a school?

By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

The Smithfield Town Council discussed 
beautifying the town during its retreat, 
to include dealing with the abundance of  
signs, but at least two members publicly 
disagree with how the cleanup plan was 
carried out. 

Several business owners were furious 
recently when their “feather” signs were 

removed by a town employee without no-
tice, leading them to think a thief  was on 
the loose. 

“I would hate to think that any business 
would feel like it’s not easy to do business 
in Smithfield,” said Town Council member 
Valerie Butler, who agreed with enforcing 
the town’s sign ordinance, but not the 
method.

“It seems like a lot of  businesses were 

not aware of  the ordinance,” said Butler. 
Town Council member Beth Haywood 

agreed the ordinance should be enforced, 
but not the way it was handled. 

“We don’t have any ill will or ill intent 
for any of  the businesses in the town,” 
said Haywood. She added that at the re-
cent retreat, Town Council members had 

Flag sign action grew out of retreat

• See STATE, p. 8

• See BUDGET, p. 9

By Diana McFarland
Managing editor

Windsor District Supervisor 
Joel Acree has suggested that Isle 
of  Wight hold a referendum on 
building two new schools in the 
northern end of  the county.

The Board of  Supervisors, 
based on a recommendation by 
the School Board, is considering 
either renovating or replacing 

Hardy Elementary School and 
renovating Westside Elementary 
School.

 “This is a big commitment by 
our community,” said Acree.

And while Isle of  Wight gave 
up its ability to hold a referendum 
on potential bond issues in 1985, 
School Boards are not required to 
borrow money through the Board 
of  Supervisors, as some funding 

for new schools can be obtained 
through the state Literary Fund, 
said an attorney familiar with 
funding school construction. 

Also, referendums cannot be 
held on any subject in the Com-
monwealth and must be tied to a 
statute in the Code of  Virginia, 
and the attorney is not aware of  a 
statute for school capital projects. 

Smithfield High School was 

financed through the Literary 
Fund, but funding for schools 
built after that went through the 
Board of  Supervisors.

Meanwhile, opting out of  bond 
referendums was seen at the time 
as a way to avoid annexation by 
the city of  Franklin, and to undo 
it would require an amendment 

• See SCHOOLS, p. 9

• See SIGNS, p. 7

• See PANHANDLERS, p. 7

School cosmetology salon opens
Windsor Junior Aliyah Gholston curls Farmer’s Bank associate Kristy Dejarnette’s hair 
following the opening ceremony of a salon at Windsor High School on April 3. The 
cosmetology program is part of the county’s larger career and technical education 
program that provides training for actual trade certifications in high school. See 
story on pg. 13
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impression that County 
Administrator Randy Kea-
ton is a proponent of  the 
facility. Acree referenced 
the lengthy question and 
answer document staff  had 
created, updated and posted 
online. 

“I believe his only duties 
should have been handing 
the microphone or projector 
remote to the person pre-
senting the DJJ program,” 
said Acree of  Keaton.

“These misplaced obli-
gations have resulted in a 
division within our citizens 
and a division between the 
Board of  Supervisors and 
the citizens we are elected 
to serve,” said Acree, refer-
ring to the groundswell of  
opposition that has arisen 
since the project was an-
nounced last summer. 

Boykin responded with 
a statement of  her own, 
stating that the DJJ has pre-
sented information to the 
public on several occasions, 
including data to support 
the agency’s ongoing trans-
formation.

The transfor mation 
includes more communi-
ty-based programs, and 
for those needing incar-
ceration, smaller facilities 
closer to the homes of  the 
inmates. The smaller se-
cure units will incorporate 
academic and vocational 
training, as well as medi-
cal, substance abuse and 

mental health services and 
support. 

The DJJ has also hosted 
the Board and its guests on 
a tour of  the Bon Air facil-
ity in Chesterfield County, 
the only secure unit oper-
ated by agency in the state, 
said Boykin. 

“I had an opportunity 
to listen and discuss the 
concerns of  some citizens 
following the Board’s work 
session on April 4. We will 
develop a citizens’ advisory 
committee as we currently 
have for our Bon Air facility. 
We have already had conver-
sations with members in 
the faith community, and as 
we move forward with the 
County on the project, we 
are committed to working 
closely with more citizen 
groups. We want to ensure 
that we build a safe and se-

By Diana McFarland
Managing editor

The Virginia Depart-
ment of  Juvenile Justice 
would consider using an au-
dible alert for escapes from 
its proposed correctional 
center near Windsor. 

Escapes from the facility 
were one of  the top con-
cerns of  area residents, as it 
may house youth who have 
committed serious crimes. 

The DJJ would also be 
willing to participate in 
IWAlert — the county’s 
system of  directly notifying 
residents of  incidents, such 
as storms, floods, major 
accidents and other emer-
gencies according to Isle of  
Wight County Administra-
tor Randy Keaton.

The Board of  Supervi-
sors went over the final 
terms with the state Thurs-
day concerning its transfer 
of  20 acres to build a 60-bed 
youth correctional center 
along Route 258. 

A final vote is expected at 
its April 18 meeting.

The proposed facility 
has generated a tremen-
dous amount of  opposition, 
with concerns ranging from 
safety to what Isle of  Wight 
County would receive in 
return for its land donation 
and $500,000 contribution to 
a water and sewer line. 

The lines would run 
from Route 460 to the facil-
ity and plans call for those 
being large enough to serve 
additional users. 

To ensure safety, the 
state plans to install two 
fences, as well as state-of-
the-art security systems. 

A vegetative buffer will 
screen the facility from 
Route 258, with a 16-foot 
interior fence and a 6-8-foot 
exterior fence with screen-
ing, and the state is open to 
community input about the 
exterior fence. 

Other terms include hav-
ing Isle of  Wight retain the 
right of  first refusal if  the 
facility were to close — and 
the value of  repurchase 
would be based only on the 
buildings, not the land. 

The state would demol-
ish the existing structure 
on the property after it was 
used for fire training, as 
well as foot the bill for clos-
ing the septic system and 
well, according to Keaton. 

Keaton also discussed 
the issue of  the state mak-
ing a payment in lieu of  tax-
es, as the facility would not 
generate tax revenue for the 
county — another issue of  
concern by the opposition.

However, the General 
Assembly exempted the 
Department of  Corrections 
from that payment 10 years 
ago, said Keaton.

A change would require 
a budget amendment by the 
General Assembly, said Joe 
Damico, director for the 
Virginia Department of  
General Services.  

Newly-appointed DJJ 
Director Valerie Boykin 

Agreement for
juvenile facility
nears completion

introduced herself  to the 
Board and said her agency 
is committed to continuing 
its transformation to in-
clude replacing its outdated 
facilities with smaller ones, 
such as that proposed for 
Windsor, as well as empha-
sizing a therapeutic, skills-
based model of  treatment 
for its youth. 

Boykin said 90 percent 
of  the youth under DJJ care 
are being supervised within 
their own communities, and 
the remaining 10 percent 
are sentenced to a facility 
such as that proposed for 
Windsor.  

DJJ Deputy Director 
of  Administration Jamie 
Patten pointed out that the 
proposed facility would 
have a direct financial im-
pact on the surrounding 
community in terms of  pur-
chased items and services, 
such as buying medications 
from local pharmacies and 
employing local lawn care 
companies. 

Of  the $3.5 million spent 
on outside goods and ser-
vices at Bon Air in 2018, $1.6 
million was spent within 
10 miles of  the facility, and 
another $2.2 million from 
within a 30-mile radius, said 
Patten. 

Bon Air is the state’s 
remaining secure correc-
tional center, and is located 
in Chesterfield County. It 
can house about 200 youth, 
boys and girls.  

cure facility that provides 
quality rehabilitative ser-
vices to youth while being 
a good neighbor and min-
imizing disruption to the 
community,” said Boykin. 

State
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By Diana McFarland
Managing editor

Del. Emily Brewer de-
clined to discuss the pro-
posed youth correction-
al center and the ensuing 
opposition — a potential 
conversation prompted by 
a Windsor resident. 

The resident wanted to 
know if  Brewer had antici-
pated the level of  opposition 
that would form against the 
proposed 60-bed residential 
facility for incarcerated 
youth when she took Isle 
of  Wight’s request to the 
General Assembly. The res-
ident also wanted to know 
what she thought about it, 
as the opponents are also 
her constituents. 

The Smithfield Times 
asked Brewer’s aide, Mi-
chael Kemp, for a phone 
or in-person interview and 
received the following re-
sponse. 

“I have re-attached the 
press release in a Word doc-
ument in this email. Emily 
Brewer’s position on this 
project has been consistent 
since Day 1. We have no fur-
ther comment,” said Kemp.

The press release, dat-
ed July 19, 2018 and in re-
sponse to questions about 
the correctional center, 
states, “As the delegate for 
Isle of  Wight County and 
the Town of  Windsor, it is 
my duty to ensure that the 
Commonwealth is respon-
sive to requests by those 
localities,” said Brewer.

 “Our office received 
letters of  support for this 
facility from both Isle of  
Wight County Board of  
Supervisors and the Town 
Council of  Windsor based 
on the positive economic 
impact it could bring to our 
region,” said Brewer in the 
release.

Brewer was referring to 
an April 10, 2018 letter from 
former Windsor Mayor Rita 
Richardson supporting the 
budget amendment placing 
the facility in Isle of  Wight 
County. There was also a 
letter from then Board of  
Supervisors Chairman Ru-
dolph Jefferson outlining 
the Board’s support for 
putting the county in the 
state budget as the location 
of  choice, as well as what 

it was offering as part of  
the deal.  

Brewer’s press release 
was dated the day before 
the first public meeting 
was held about the project, 
which was at the Windsor 
Ruritan Clubhouse.  

The proposed facility 
had initially been slated 
for Chesapeake, but the 
plan failed amidst public 
opposition. 

When opposition here 
began to grow against the 
facility, Richardson signed 
another letter in September 
of  last year, reversing the 
town’s support and sent that 
to the Isle of  Wight Econom-
ic Development Authority. 
That was followed by a sim-
ilar letter in February from 
the current mayor, Glyn 
Willis. Willis said the Town 
Council voted to affirm 
Richardson’s second letter. 

Brewer received those 
letters last week, said Wil-
lis. 

Brewer appeared last 
year to see her role as mes-
senger for the localities — at 
least prior to the letters re-
versing the town’s support.

By Diana McFarland
Managing editor

Windsor Mayor Glyn 
Wil l is  was  concer ned 
Monday that Isle of  Wight 
County has not posted two 
letters from the town op-
posing the proposed juve-
nile correctional center. 
Isle of  Wight Assistant 
County Administrator Don 
Robertson said the delay 
was due to a virus on the 
county’s website. 

While Isle of  Wight had 
posted former Mayor Rita 
Richardson’s initial letter 
in support of  the project, 
written a year ago, the two 
subsequent letters had not 
been included — until Tues-
day morning when they 

Windsor mayor wants
opposition letter posted

appeared on the website. 
Faced with mounting 

crit icism,  Richardson 
penned a second letter last 
September, outlining the 
town’s reasons for no longer 
supporting the facility. 

It was addressed to the 
Isle of  Wight Economic De-
velopment Authority that, 
at the time, was to make a 
decision to either deed the 
land over to the county or 
the state. It has since decid-
ed the former. 

After Willis was elected 
mayor and took up his post 
in January, the Windsor 
Town Council again wrote 
another letter in February 
supporting Richardson’s 
opposition. 

Willis had also attached 
Richardson’s opposition 
letter and sent it to Isle of  
Wight Board of  Supervi-
sors Chairman William 
McCarty. 

Meanwhile, Isle of  Wight 
had published a lengthy 
“frequently asked ques-
tions” document on its web-
site.

Willis said he contacted 
the county and McCarty, 
asking why those letters 
were not yet included and 
had been puzzled by the type 
of  transparency the county 
was trying to achieve.

Robertson said the re-
quest coincided with a vi-
rus infecting the county’s 
website. 

Indeed, some items were 
missing or unavailable from 
the site last week. 

Robertson said that is-
sue is likely resolved and 
the letters were to appear 
Tuesday.

“We don’t have a prob-
lem in doing it (posting the 
letters), we just weren’t 
able to,” said Robertson on 
Monday. 

He went on to explain 
that the timeline of  the 
project was to show how 
the public was notified and 
invited to participate in the 
process. The timeline was 
devised to demonstrate the 
level of  transparency, said 
Robertson. 

According to McCarty, 
the issue was to show how 
the project has progressed, 
not document Windsor’s 
support and subsequent 
opposition. 

Brewer mum on IW issue
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GHOSTS AND SAINTS EDUCATION
There won’t be a school 
bond referendum. Whether 
schools are improved is up 
to the supervisors.

— See page 5

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“ ”
The resounding voice of our com-
munity says no.

Volunteers launch 
weekend programs 
to aid historic sites in 
town.

— See page 11
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— Carrsville Supervisor Don Rosie
As Board voted against juvenile facility, p. 1

No juvies here
McCarty’s vote flip kills correctional center in IW
By Diana McFarland
Managing editor

After months of  bitter contro-
versy that had seemingly divided 
the county, it all boiled down to 
one vote, and it came from Isle 
of  Wight Board of  Supervisors 
Chairman William McCarty.

McCarty reversed his long-
standing support for a juvenile 
correctional center near Windsor 
and cast the deciding vote to kill 
the project. 

Isle of  Wight’s offer to host 
the facility on industrial develop-

ment land south of  Windsor had 
galvanized hundreds of  residents 
in opposition for nearly a year. 

Carrsville District Supervisor 
Don Rosie and Windsor District 
Supervisor Joel Acree had al-
ready voted in February against 
transferring county-owned prop-
erty to the state to build the pris-
on, and they again voted against 
the final terms of  the land trans-
fer Thursday.

McCarty’s surprise decision 
came in a series of  two votes. The 
first was to reject the terms that 

had been negotiated between the 
county and the Department of  Ju-
venile Justice. That was followed 
by another 3-2 vote by the Board 
to rescind its support for the sem-
inal project — part of  the DJJ’s  
overall plan to transform the way 
it rehabilitates youth in its care. 

Hardy District Supervisor 
Rudolph Jefferson and Smithfield 
District Supervisor Dick Grice 
voted in favor of  the terms and 
against rescinding support for 
the project. 

The votes came after the state 

offered to pay all but $50,000 for 
the water and sewer lines that 
would have run from Route 460 to 
the site, which was located about 
two miles south along Route 258. 

Originally, Isle of  Wight had 
offered $500,000 toward the cost, as 
well as donating 20 acres of  land 
valued at $200,000. 

Isle of  Wight County Adminis-
trator Randy Keaton also provid-
ed data on how much the county 
had given in incentives to other 
businesses in the intermodal 
park such as Cost Plus, Safco and 

Green Mountain, and how the DJJ 
facility came out ahead when the 
cost per job was computed. 

Keaton said it took nine years 
for the county to recoup the incen-
tives it gave to CostPlus. 

Other concessions offered by 
the state included the possibility 
of  using an audible alert in the 
event of  an escape, and phasing 
in the staffing and inmates at the 
facility. 

The proposed 60-bed facili-

State inviting comment
on Cypress Bridge work

Cypress Creek Bridge, a vital town traffic artery, will be reduced to one lane for 
more than a year as VDOT rebuilds a deteriorating section of the span.

By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

VDOT is inviting questions 
and concerns from the public in 
the leadup to major repairs of  
the Cypress Creek Bridge, ac-
cording to VDOT Spokesperson 
Nina Napolitano.

If  inquiries can’t be satisfied, 
VDOT is willing to hold a public 
hearing on the topic, according to the depart-
ment. The deadline to request a public hearing 
is May 3.  

A sign has been erected next to the bridge 
with VDOT’s number — 956-3000 — and its 
purpose is to determine if  a public hearing on 
the project is something that the public wants, 
according to Napolitano. 

“It’s VDOT’s way of  saying, we’re planning 
a project here, and we have plans if  you’d like 
to see them,” she said.   

Cypress Creek Bridge is one of  the major 
entrances to Smithfield’s historic district, and 

support beams, bearings, side 
barriers and part of  the bridge 
deck will be a part of  the reha-
bilitation project, which resulted 
from VDOT’S Six -Year Improve-
ment Program, according to 
Napolitano.

The program is used by the 
Commonwealth Transportation 
Board to meet its annual state 

obligations pertaining to the funding of  inter-
state, primary, secondary and urban highway 
systems, public transit and other systems, 
according to VDOT.  

This project is expected to last 12 to 18 
months, tentatively, said Napolitano, adding 
that “there will be one lane open the entire time, 
and traffic moving in both directions” plus a 
temporary traffic signal in place. 

“We don’t anticipate any major road clo-
sures, since traffic will be moving during the 

By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

The Isle of  Wight County 
schools door lock controversy 
continues to smolder as the state 
fire marshal says they are illegal 
and the county building inspector 
says they are not. 

State Fire Marshal Brian Mc-
Graw maintains that Isle of  Wight 
County Schools’ door locking 
barricades — called Nightlocks 
— are still in violation of  the fire 
code, as they were when the first 
notices of  violation were sent 
back in August.  

“Those notices of  violation are 
still in effect,” said McGraw in a 
phone interview on April 19, later 
adding, “I don’t see a situation in 
which we would be in agreement 
with approving the use of  this 
type of  device.” 

McGraw would not say what 
the original notices stated exactly 
as a violation, but that it had to do 

Sch. door lock
controversy
continues
Fire marshal says notice of
violation remains in force

with proper means of  evacuation 
or “egress.”

Isle of  Wight County Direc-
tor of  Inspections Art Berkley 
maintains that the door locks are 
allowed and cites State Technical 
Review Board cases to back up 
his decision. 

While the locks were approved 
by Berkley several weeks ago and 
have already been reinstalled at 
Carrsville, Hardy and Windsor 
elementary schools, McGraw said 
that the Fire Marshal’s office is 
the final authority on the state 
fire code. 

“There’s a building code and a 
fire code. Yes, a building official 
in a locality has authority for 
enforcement of  the building code, 
but the fire marshal has authori-
ty to enforce the fire code,” said 
McGraw.  

“We were not involved in the 

Newest town target
is non-profits’ signs
By Diana McFarland
Managing editor

Nonprofits are the latest targets in Smithfield’s purge — the 
removal, and sometimes destruction — of  temporary signs in 
the town. This latest round comes after some business owners 
were shocked to see a town employee taking their feather signs 
without notice. 

Smithfield Mayor Carter Williams admits that the whole sign 
controversy has devolved into a “sticky wicket,” and the Town 
Council now plans to formally address the issue this month at 
the committee level.  

Many nonprofits and business owners are simply confused 
because the town’s rules on temporary signs are not well known, 
nor have they apparently been widely enforced until recently. 

The Smithfield Woman’s Club became upset because town 
staff  took their event signs and destroyed them without notice, 
said member Diane Hill. 

Hill admits that that signs in Smithfield had gotten out of  
control, but thinks that town staff  could have at least told them 

Property value hikes vary
By Diana McFarland
Managing editor

The Town of  Windsor experi-
enced the largest overall increase 
in residential property reassess-
ment values throughout Isle of  
Wight County, according to Isle of  
Wight Commissioner of  Revenue 
Gwaltney.

Single-family homes with-
in the town limits went up an 

average of  11 percent overall, 
compared to 2 percent in the 
Town of  Smithfield, according to 
Gwaltney, who provided the Board 
of  Supervisors with an overview 
of  the reassessment results at a 
Thursday work session. 

Windsor Town Manager Mi-
chael Stallings said the town has 
had some new houses built on 
existing lots, but no new major 
subdivisions. 

Homes in the Windsor magis-
terial district, which includes the 
area south of  the town, went up 

an average of  7 percent, followed 
by the Newport area at 6 percent 
and Hardy at 5 percent. 

The three magisterial districts 
are not the same as the county’s 
five voting districts. 

Townhouses and condomini-
ums in the Town of  Smithfield, 
however, jumped an average of  
16 percent from the last reassess-
ment. 

Gwaltney mentioned one con-
dominium development, The 
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By Diana McFarland
Managing editor

One common denomina-
tor in the efforts to defeat 
the youth correctional cen-
ter, in both Isle of  Wight 
County and Chesapeake, 
was the nonprofit Rise for 
Youth. 

The Richmond-based 
organization is dedicated 
to dissolving the prison sys-
tem for youth and replacing 
it with community-based 
alternatives. 

Rise Executive Director 
Valerie Slater was present 
for the Isle of  Wight Coun-
ty Board of  Supervisor’s 
vote Thursday to withdraw 
support for the 60-bed cor-
rectional center for youth 
near Windsor. 

Slater said the vote made 
her “glad” and “hopeful.”

“It was the right deci-
sion,” she said.

Anti-prison lobby aided opposition
Slater wasn’t sure of  

all the reasons behind the 
Board’s decision — there 
had been a good deal of  op-
position to the project — but 
in the end, she believes all 
the economic development 
touted for the facility in Isle 
of  Wight should be put in 
the communities where the 
kids are coming from.

Slater has been pushing 
the Department of  Juvenile 
Justice to put the new facil-
ity in Hampton or Newport 
News, as those are two cities 
were many of  the youthful 
offenders in the Hampton 
Roads region come from. 

The DJJ had eyed Isle 
of  Wight because of  the 
county’s offer of  land, as 
well as its location near the 
more metropolitan areas of  
Hampton Roads — as com-
pared to its current facility 
in Chesterfield County. 

Slater said that the Isle 
of  Wight and Chesapeake 
locations were still remote 
enough that parents and 
family members were going 
to need rides due to a lack of  
public transportation.

It was another govern-
ment hand-out that these 
people do not need, she said. 

Instead, the economic 
development advantages 
laid out for Isle of  Wight — 
the 240 jobs, the increased 
tax revenue from employees 
and visitors, as well as local 
business, should go to the 
communities where it’s 
needed and where the youth 
are from, said Slater. 

Proximity to the families 
is important, said Slater. 

The Rise for Youth web-
site calls for facilities that 
house youth to be more 
than 24 beds. Slater said 
that the proposed 60-bed 

correctional center would 
work — if  it was designed 
to have portions repurposed 
as the number of  incarcer-
ated youth decreased over 
time, such as transitional 
housing. 

That’s why it should be 
located in the same commu-
nity, said Slater. 

Former Department of  
Juvenile Justice Director 
Andrew Block said the state 
had looked across Hampton 
Roads for possible locations. 

Slater said she had at-
tended an Isle of  Wight Cit-
izens Association meeting, 
and offered to meet with 
other groups, if  interested. 
She also directed folks to 
the Rise website to show 
how the youth correctional 
center was not right for Isle 
of  Wight. 

T h e r e  w e r e  a l s o 
pre -printed  postcards 

mailed to the supervisors. 
Slater said she will con-

tinue to fight at the state 
level and plans to meet with 
Gov. Ralph Northam about 
an appropriate location for 
the facility. 

Meanwhile, Slater said 
her organization has been 

working with community 
leaders in Newport News 
and Hampton so that what 
happened in Isle of  Wight — 
the large opposition and the 
sense that the project was 
already underway before 
made public — would not 
happen there. 

ty was to be designed for 
males age 14-21 who had 
committed crimes and who 
would have come from the 
Hampton Roads region. 
The smaller setting would 
have focused on academic 
and vocational training as 
well as providing mental 
health, substance abuse and 
emotional treatment and 
family support.

Prior to the vote on the 
terms, Rosie quoted a por-
tion of  President Abraham 
Lincoln’s Gettysburg ad-
dress — “… that this nation, 
under God, shall have a new 
birth of  freedom — and that 
government of  the people, 
by the people, for the people, 
shall not perish from the 
earth.”

“The resounding voice 
of  our community says no,” 
said Rosie.

He was rewarded with a 
standing ovation. 

Acree said that compar-
ing private businesses to 
this project was “apples and 
oranges.”

“This is different. Our 
bosses are sitting in this 
room,” he said.

Acree was also given a 
standing ovation.

Hardy District Super-
visor Rudolph Jefferson 
said this project was about 
helping kids who had had a 
“bad day” and transforming 
their future.

“I truly believe in the 
transformation of  kids,” 
said Jefferson.

After the vote, McCarty 
defended the Board’s trans-
parency throughout the 

What next for land?
The vote to withdraw support for the youth correc-

tional center has left Isle of  Wight with a piece of  land 
carved from a larger parcel. 

Now the county has to decide what to do with those 
20 acres that had been set aside for the facility, said 
Isle of  Wight Assistant County Administrator Don 
Robertson.

The property had been transferred back to the 
county from the Economic Development Authority 
for the project. 

Robertson said one decision is whether the county 
keeps the deed to the property or transfer it back to 
the EDA.

Rejected

process, eluded to person-
al attacks and comments 
made to Board members 
and his own children and 
pointed out the level of  
integrity possessed by each 
Board member.

“Nothing I can say that 
will stop that impassioned 
mentality,” said McCarty 
of  the opposition to the 
project.

“In the end, you live 
here,” he said. 

After the votes, DJJ 
spokesman Gre g Davy 
read a prepared statement 
outside the Windsor Town 
Center.

Davy, speaking on be-
half  of  outgoing Director 
Andrew Block, said the 
agency was disappointed 
by the vote, but despite the 
setback, would not waver 
in its promise to youth to 
continue to look for ways 
to give them a safe and suc-
cessful future. 

construction,” said Napol-
itano. 

Napolitano said that in 
some cases, public hearings 
are automatically given for 
large major projects that 
have significant impacts to 
traffic and private business-
es over a period of  time. 

While construction is 
not slated to begin until Oc-
tober of  2020, the deadline 
to request a public hearing 
is less than two weeks away. 
To request a public hearing 
in writing, send a request to 
Steve Mao with the VDOT 
Hampton Roads District Of-
fice at 7511 Burbage Drive.  

The project information 

Bridge
is available at the VDOT 
Hampton Roads District Of-
fice and Franklin Residency 
office located at 23116 Me-
herrin Road in Courtland.

Napolitano said that 
since the structure was 
built in the early 1970s, the 
rehabilitation was “just a 
part of  our commitment in 
keeping people safe.” 

VDOT’s most recent traf-
fic report showed that the 
bridge experienced an an-
nual average of  13,000 vehi-
cles per day. Five years pri-
or, the average was 14,000. 

Many who had come 
to the meeting expecting 
another outcome changed 
some of  their statements — 
as the votes were moved up 
before the public comment 
portion of  the agenda — 
and thanked the Board for 
its decision. 

“You have paid attention 
to the people,” said George 
Poston. 
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and some cattle, as well as 
chickens for eggs. 

Jamie said one of  the 
challenges smaller farmers 
face is that they lack the 
subsidies and tax benefits 
provided to larger opera-
tions. Also, customers want 
to pay the same price for a 
dozen eggs, for example, 
that they would pay in the 
grocery store. 

If  they sold eggs for the 
same price as those in the 
grocery store, they wouldn’t 
make any money as it costs 
more to produce those eggs 
on a smaller operation, said 
Jamie. 

Jamie encourages those 
interested in purchasing 
straight from the farmer 
to visit the farm and see 
what all those USDA terms 
mean — such as grass fed 
and free range. 

See what you like before 
you buy it, she said. 

At the same time, cotton, 
corn, soybeans, wheat and 
peanuts continue to be the                                       
largest cash crops grown in 
Isle of  Wight County. 

Cotton and soybeans 
lead the pack, with 13,316 
and 16,718 acres harvest-
ed, respectively, in 2017, 
followed by corn at 10,598 
acres.

Peanuts, once a major 
crop in Isle of  Wight prior to 
the 2002 Farm bill, has seen 
a decrease in acreage from 
1997 by 184 percent — from 
13,075 acres in 1997 to just 
4,592 in 2017. 

man trying to entice a child 
to have sex and another in-
volved a man creating child 
pornography. 

Isle of  Wight has made 
this a priority because it is 
seeing an increase in these 
types of  crimes, said Potter. 

On the other side of  the 
crime are the children de-
picted in the photos and 

The 2002 Farm Bill elim-
inated the longstanding 
peanut quota system, which 
provided support pricing 
for the crop. 

The census also shows 
that Virginia farmers are 
getting older, but more than 
a quarter of  them are new 
or beginning farmers, ac-
cording to the Farm Bu-
reau.

The average age of  a Vir-
ginia farmer is 58.5 years, 
while far mers younger 
than 35 are 8.5 percent of  
all farmers in the Com-
monwealth, according to 
the Virginia Farm Bureau 
Federation.

“We know the farming 
economy is difficult right 
now, but all of  us have this 
passion for farming, Sturgis 
said. “If  you have that fire 
in you, then there’s nothing 
you can’t accomplish if  you 
set your mind to it. That’s 
the mindset of  young people 
going into farming today, 
said Kyle Sturgis, chair-
man of  the Virginia Farm 
Bureau Federation.

In Virginia, the number 
of  farms fell by about 6 per-
cent from the last census in 
2012, according to the Farm 
Bureau, but the market val-
ue of  products sold was up 
6 percent. 

The U.S. Department of  
Agriculture conducts the 
census every five years. The 
2017 census collected more 
detailed demographic infor-
mation about the nation’s 
farmers than in previous 
years.

By Diana McFarland
Managing editor

The now failed youth 
correctional center has 
spawned a new citizens’ or-
ganization in Isle of  Wight 
County.

The Southern and Cen-
tral Isle of  Wight Citizens 
Group will cover the area 
from Central Hill Road 
down to the far southern 
tip, near Carrsville, said 
newly elected President 
Volpe Boykin. 

“We don’t want to get 
caught like this again,” said 
Boykin about how the three 
supervisors that represent 
the northern end of  Isle 
of  Wight initially voted 
to transfer the land to the 
state for the youth facility, 
while the two that represent 
Carrsville and Windsor vot-
ed against it.

There has been an enor-
mous amount of  opposition 
in to the facility, mostly 
from residents from Wind-
sor and southward. 

The final vote to kill the 

project, however, included 
Newport District Supervi-
sor William McCarty. 

The proposed correction-
al center would have been 
located on Route 258, about 
two miles south of  Route 460 
in Windsor. 

In a situation like this, 
two district representatives 
can vote against something 
in their districts, but the re-
maining three can vote for 
it against their objections 
— because their districts, 
and constituents, are not di-
rectly affected, said Boykin. 

Boykin was referring to 
McCarty, Smithfield Dis-
trict Supervisor Dick Grice 
and Rushmere District Su-
pervisor Rudolph Jefferson 
who voted in February to 
transfer the land to the 
state. That vote was fol-
lowed by a 3-2 vote to cancel 
the project.

This organization needs 
to look at candidates that 
will represent the entire 
county, not just their partic-
ular districts, said Boykin, 

but declined to say if  the 
group would be actively 
seeking candidates for the 
Newport and Smithfield 
districts for the November 
election. 

McCarty and Grice are 
up for reelection, as is Wind-
sor District Supervisor Joel 
Acree. 

Jefferson and Carrsville 
District Supervisor Don 
Rosie were elected for four-
year terms in 2017.

The Southern and Cen-
tral Isle of  Wight Citizens 
Group will also operate 
like the decades-old Isle of  
Wight Citizens Association, 
in that it will discuss is-
sues and bring them to the 
attention of  the Board of  
Supervisors, said Boykin. 

“We want to be prepared 
for the next issue. We know 
there will be more issues,” 
said Boykin.

Boykin said the new 
group did not join the Isle of  
Wight Citizens Association 
because it tends to repre-
sent the more populous and 

suburban northern end of  
the county, as well as the 
sheer distance between Car-
rollton and Smithfield and 
Windsor and Carrsville, 
which are far more rural. 

The Isle of  Wight Citi-
zens Association also voted 
in favor of  the proposed 
youth correctional center, 
and did not allow central 
and southern county res-
idents who attended the 
meeting to vote on that 
issue because they were not 
dues paying members. 

Boykin said the group 
has about 30 members right 
now and is still in the pro-
cess of  organizing meeting 
times and places.  

Boykin said the group is 
working on another mailing 
to residents about the pro-
posed youth correctional 
center so that everyone has 
a chance to be heard. 

Juvenile center debate
spurs new citizens’ group

Farms

files being created and dis-
tributed. 

The National Center 
for Missing and Exploited 
Children works with law 
enforcement all over the 
world to find where these 
files are being produced, 
said Shelley Allwang, pro-
gram manager of  the child 
victim identification unit. 

Every effort is made 
to locate and rescue the 

child victims, said Allwang, 
adding that many of  the 
children in the files have 
already been rescued. 

It’s a global problem for 
children of  all ages, she 
said.

The Internet is wide 
open for this type of  activ-
ity as child pornography 
and enticement can occur 
through any platform that 
allows for file transfer or 
chatting, said Allwang. 

Allwang advises parents 
to talk to their children 
about Internet safety and 
to reassure them that they 
won’t be in trouble if  some-
thing does happen. They 
can also use news stories on 
the topic as a conversation 
starter.

Parents need to make 
it clear that they want to 
be told when something is 
amiss, said Allwang. 

Social media sites are 
also required by law to re-
port these types of  images 
to law enforcement and are 
motivated to do so.

“They don’t want it on 
their platforms as much as 
anyone else,” Allwang said.

To learn more about In-
ternet safety and children, 
visit netsmartz.org.

Pedophiles
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The mechanical removal of the 
sand and aggregate to address the 
dust concerns ... may have been 
premature.

The James River Bridge 
passes a safety review, 
but there are no plans 
for any expansion.
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On the Main Street tar meltdown, p. 1

Main St. meltdown
As the mercury climbed last week, the tar on Main Street melted rapidly, sticking to tires and dog paws. It also 
stuck to the crosswalk paving bricks that had only recently been re-installed.

By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

David Ricciardi has been found 
mentally competent to stand trial, 
and will go before a judge on June 
18 for the Feb. 20, 2014 murder of  
Smithfield resident Naira Davis. 

A mental evaluation was or-
dered by the commonwealth 
and, once received on May 1, was 
presented to Judge Robert H. 
Sandwich Jr., according to Isle of  
Wight County Commonwealth’s 
Attorney Georgette Phillips. 

Ricciardi, 54, was charged with 
first degree murder of  Davis, who 
was 73 at the time of  her death. 
Her body was found at Ricciardi’s 
mother’s house in the Smithfield 
Forest neighborhood in 2014. At 
the time, Ricciardi had been living 
with his mother, Mary McPartlan, 
who was often visited by Davis. He 
is alleged to have beaten Davis to 
death with a wooden baseball bat.

McPartlan died in 2017. 
According to a report filed with 

Ricciardi
deemed
competent

David Ricciardi

Can now be tried
for 2014 murder

5-cent tax hike would
cover new HES debt
By Diana McFarland
Managing editor

 A five-cent real estate tax increase would cover the debt 
service on a new Hardy Elementary School, according to Isle 
of  Wight County Administrator Randy Keaton.

The increase would generate about $2.4 million, enough to 
cover the debt payments on $32-$34 million — the current esti-
mated cost of  a new school. 

Keaton provided the numbers during a recent discussion on 
the county’s capital budget.

The Board of  Supervisors is weighing the pros and cons of  
either renovating the nearly 60-year-old Hardy Elementary or 
building a new school. Following on Hardy’s heels is the needed 
renovation of  Westside Elementary School. The two schools are 

Nobody will claim ‘orphan outfall’ 
By Diana McFarland
Managing editor

Otis Brock’s Carrollton prop-
erty continues to wash away 
while the question of  who will 
take responsibility for orphan 
outfall drainage pipes remains 
unanswered.  

Brock and his son Guy have 
made repeated trips to the coun-
ty’s stormwater advisory com-
mittee to complain about a failing 

VDOT outfall pipe, to no avail. 
“Here we are sitting in the 

same seat we started with and a 
bigger hole,” said Otis’s son, Guy 
at a recent committee meeting.

Otis Brock lives next to the 
pipe — a piece of  roadway infra-
structure of  which neither VDOT, 
or Isle of  Wight County, will claim 
responsibility. Guy estimates that 
the crevice that has opened is now 
50 feet long and 10 feet deep and 

continues to grow.
Recently, another section of  

the pipe has disconnected, said 
Guy. 

The outfall runs from the 
street, Deep Water Way in Carroll-
ton, and under the ground along 
the edge of  Brock’s property to the 
creek, where water from the road 
is discharged. It serves six storm 
drains in his neighborhood.

At the March stormwater ad-

visory meeting, the Brocks were 
told there is new legislation that 
allows localities to offer grants 
to property owners in situations 
such as this — but county staff  
advised forming a homeowner’s 
association before proceeding 
further. 

The HOA would aid with the 
financing of  the project, said Isle 
of  Wight Director of  Utilities Don 
Jennings. 

Smithfield Supervisor Dick 
Grice, noting that the county’s 
concerns about these pipes were 
ignored at the state level this year, 
said that this could end up being 
a matter for the courts to decide. 

When asked if  he was suggest-
ing the Brocks file a lawsuit, Grice 
said, “no comment.”

Guy said later that going to 

By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

Economic Development Au-
thority Chairman Ron Pack has 
asked the county attorney to draft 
a resolution confirming that the 
EDA still owns the property pre-
viously designated for the devel-
opment of  a juvenile correctional 
center south of  Windsor. 

The proposed 60-bed juvenile 

correctional facility south of  
Windsor was turned down on 
April 18 by the Board of  Super-
visors, nearly three months after 
the EDA voted to transfer to the 
supervisors the property for the 
correctional facility. 

“We all know what the vote was 
having to do with the DJJ facility,” 
said Isle of  Wight Director of  Eco-
nomic Development Christopher 
Morello during a meeting of  the 
EDA on April 30, referencing a 
3-2 Board of  Supervisors vote 
that doomed the progression of  

the proposed facility roughly two 
miles south of  Windsor along 
Route 258. 

”The property matter is in a 
little bit of  a limbo right now,” 
said Morello, “because the prop-
erty didn’t convey to the county 
from the EDA. So it is probably 
going to be the case that the Board 
of  Supervisors will need to make 
sure that that part is kind of  put 
to bed as well.” 

“As I understand it from talking 

Juvenile center site 
will revert to EDA
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By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

First there were the clouds of  dust and 
now it’s melting tar. 

Exposed tar on the 100 and 200 blocks of  
Main Street became liquified last week as 
the temperature rose to 87 degrees, to the 
point that some of  it was tracking onto the 
brick sidewalks and into shops. 

The meltdown follows repaving of  the 
two blocks last fall. 

Blair Bros. — the construction company 
that performed the repaving — treated the 
affected areas with sand to see if  that will 
help the situation, according to Town Man-
ager Brian Thrower. He added that there 

are no larger plans to address the situation 
at this time. 

The top layer of  the street, composed of  
what’s called “chip-and-seal,” has a tar and 
gravel composition and was what town offi-
cials thought would match the 300 block, but 
would be more durable than the finish put 
on the street three decades ago. It wasn’t.

By noontime on May 1, the tar — pre-
viously exposed along tire tracks over the 
last few months — took on a shiny, reflective 
sheen, with some of  it becoming malleable. 
Black markings that resemble pawprints 
appeared in front of  Yummaries Bakery at 
213 Main St. later that day. 

While the material remains in solid state 

during cooler, morning hours, it softens as 
the sun reaches its high point at around 1:30 
p.m., becoming stickier and more liquid in 
hot spots into the afternoon and evening.

Smithfield Mayor Carter Williams said 
that the sticky situation is a result of  recent 
road repairs, which took place back in the 
early fall, and that officials were working to 
figure out what the root of  the problem is. 

 “The consensus from Blair Brothers and 
staff  was that the mechanical removal of  
the sand and aggregate to address the dust 
concerns of  the downtown merchants may 
have been premature and has not left any 
residual to absorb the tar that has liquefied 
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with the county attorney, 
the vote didn’t get specific 
about the property, so it 
may be that we want to, in 
essence, clean that part up 
and then make sure that for 
the record, for history, that 
it’s clear that the property 
never conveyed and that it’s 
still EDA property,” Morello 
told the EDA. 

Pack agreed. “I recom-
mend that (the county attor-
ney) prepare a resolution 
to that fact, that states that 
specifically so that we got 
it covered,” he said at the 
meeting. County Attorney 
Robert Jones wasn’t present 
at that time. 

With its members ap-
pointed by the Board of  
Supervisors, the EDA orig-
inated as a way to issue 
bonds for businesses, ac-

cording to Pack. He also 
said that it was not the duty 
of  the EDA to decide which 
businesses do or don’t come 
to the county, nor to affect 
the Board of  Supervisors’ 
decisions on that. 

In January, the EDA vot-
ed to give the land to the 
county for the correctional 
center in a 5-2 vote, and 
the two dissenters — both 
from the Windsor area — 
resigned over the vote.  

Assistant Isle of  Wight 
County Administrator Don 
Robertson said on May 1 
that the conveyance of  the 
property from the EDA 
to the county had been in 
process when the deciding 
vote on the correctional 
facility was cast on April 18, 
but he wasn’t sure if  it had 
been technically finalized. 
He said that it would make 
sense to him for the EDA 

By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer 

Members of  the Isle of  
Wight Economic Develop-
ment Authority are on the 
lookout for two new mem-
bers following the resigna-
tions of  members Richard J. 
Holland Jr. and Len Alphin 
over the now failed juvenile 
correctional center. 

The two vacant seats 
represent the Windsor vot-
ing district and the town of  
Windsor, with Alphin being 
the former representative 
from the voting district, and 
Holland having represented 
the town of  Windsor. 

The two members re-
signed back in January 
following a 5-2 vote by the 
EDA to transfer the 20-acre 
property to the county for 

EDA looking for Windsor replacements
the proposed juvenile cor-
rectional center, both voting 
‘no’ at the time. In a turn 
of  events, the Board of  Su-
pervisors ended up voting 
against the entire juvenile 
correctional facility proj-
ect, 3-2, last month. 

On process, Isle of  Wight 
County Director of  Eco-
nomic Development Chris 
Morello said at the meeting 
that the EDA chairman is 
supposed to collect nomi-
nees and then forward those 
to the Board of  Supervisors, 
who approves or rejects 
them. 

Of  the seven EDA mem-
bers, one, each, represents 
the Smithfield, Newport, 
Windsor, Carrsville and 
Hardy voting districts, plus 
one representative for the 

town of  Smithfield and 
another for the town of  
Windsor. 

EDA chairman Ron Pack 
said at the April 30 meeting 
that he’d spoken to Wind-
sor Mayor Glyn T. Willis 
about potential recommen-
dations but hadn’t gotten 
any names. “I think they 
were kind of  waiting to see 
what the DJJ vote was going 
to be like, and I’m just not 
getting any responses. I’m 
going to give one more shot 
at it,” said Pack, adding 
that it was coming time 
for current EDA members 
to start making their own 
recommendations for the 
two vacancies. 

Pack said that he didn’t 
have anyone in mind since 
his contacts in that section 

of  the county were limited. 
“We need two recom-

mendations. See what y’all 
can do to find some folks to 
recommend so that we can 
get them to the board,” said 
Pack to the other EDA mem-
bers at the meeting.  

Morello said that Hol-
land’s ter m expired in 

April, and that the new 
appointment’s term would 
be a full, four-year term. 
Morello said that Alphin’s 
seat, however, only had one 
remaining year, but that 
whoever filled the role could 
be reappointed next year. 

While the town is within 
the Windsor voting district, 

the district itself  stretches 
up along the southeast sec-
tion of  the county to the 
town limits of  Smithfield. 

“The town of  Windsor 
is actually in the southern 
portion of  that particular 
district,” said Supervisor 
Dick Grice, who was pres-
ent at the April 30 meeting. 

Property
to have ownership over the 
property since the correc-
tional facility project isn’t 
going forward now. 

Pack said on May 1 that 
while the EDA had pre-
viously voted to transfer 
the 20-acre property to the 
Board of  Supervisors for 
the juvenile correctional 
facility, since it doesn’t look 
like the project is moving 
forward, ownership of  the 
property should revert back 
to the EDA. He added that 
the Board of  Supervisors 
would probably have to 
vote on it. 

Pack said that, because 
of  the Board of  Supervi-
sors’ vote to drop the cor-
rectional facility project, 
the 20-acre property should 
now fall into the same cat-
egory of  consideration for 
business development as 
the other empty parcels at 
the Shirley T. Holland In-
termodal Park, where the 
facility had been proposed.

Pack said that EDA own-
ership over a parcel of  land 
makes the process of  busi-
ness development easier. 
For instance, he said that if  
a property is owned by the 
EDA, officials can avoid the 
process of  putting out RFP’s 
and immediately begin col-
laboration with potential 
businesses. 

Other businesses at the 
park include a Cost Plus 
World Market Virginia dis-
tribution center, a Keurig 
Green Mountain manufac-
turing facility and SafCo 
Products Company distri-
bution center. 

RICHMOND (AP) — The 
Virginia House of  Dele-
gates has finished a new 
searchable website that 
has biographical sketches 
of  every lawmaker who’s 
served in the body for over 
the past 400 years.

House Clerk G. Paul Nar-
do said Wednesday that the 
online database has posted 
information of  the more 
than 9,700 men and women 
who’ve served since the 
House of  Burgesses first 
met in 1619.

Past House members 

include George Washington 
and Thomas Jefferson.

Nardo said he made the 
announcement on the 400th 
anniversary of  George 
Yeardley assuming the po-
sition of  deputy governor 
on April 18, 1619. The first 
legislative session convened 
in July of  that year.

The state is planning 
several events this year to 
mark the start of  the House 
of  Burgesses in James-
town, the New World’s first 
representative legislative 
assembly.

Website focuses on
Virginia 400th
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