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BY TRACY AGNEW
EDITOR

An amazing story of deliv-
erance from religious per-
secution was the highlight 
of the 35th annual Suffolk 
Leadership Prayer Breakfast, 
held Thursday morning at 
the Suffolk National Guard 
Armory on the National Day 
of Prayer.

The guest speaker at the 
event is always highly antici-
pated by the hundreds-strong 
crowd, as the person’s iden-
tity is not announced in 
advance. Despite the mystery 
guest, the event is always 
a sellout, in part due to the 
amazing testimonies of past 
guest speakers.

This year was no differ-
ent. Egypt native Majed El 
Shafie shared his story of 
his conversion from Islam to 
Christianity, his arrest and 
torture at the hands of the 
government and finally his 
escape.

“There is one persecuted 

Christian every three min-
utes worldwide,” El Shafie 
said. Last year, he said, about 
165,000 Christians world-
wide died after being perse-
cuted for their faith. 

“There are 200 to 300 mil-
lion persecuted worldwide, 
and the world is silent. And 
our church is in a coma. And 
if you think that persecution 
is far away from you, you 
better wake up,” he said.

El Shafie was raised in a 
prominent Muslim family in 
Egypt. As he grew up, how-
ever, he began to be trou-
bled by Muslim beliefs and 
practices, including the lack 
of women’s rights and per-
secution of other religions, 
he said.

When he went off to col-
lege, he met people who were 
Christians and was amazed by 
the peace that they had. One 
of them gave him a Bible, 
and he opened it to John 8, 
the story of the woman found 

From torture to testimony
Converted man speaks at 

prayer breakfast

ALEX PERRY/SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD 

Women of Weighted Angels hold some of their stuffed animal donations with Sentara Obici Hospital Women’s Center and Nursery staff on Monday. From left, Weighted 
Angels Communications and Marketing Director Sarah Berry, Vice President Kate Crump, President Kasie Ballard, Women’s Center Director Hattie Boone, Educator 
and Maternal Nurse Navigator Lisa Milburn, Women’s Center Unit Coordinator Jordan Carr, Nursery Unit Coordinator Penny Baugham, Women’s Center Bereavement 
Coordinator Dawn Eure and Clinical Nurse Manager Beth Johnson.

TRACY AGNEW/SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD 

Majed El Shafie speaks at the 35th annual Suffolk Leadership Prayer Breakfast 
on Thursday morning at the Suffolk National Guard Armory. He shared his story of 
conversion from Islam to Christianity and escape from torture.

BY ALEX PERRY
STAFF WRITER

Founders and board mem-
bers of Weighted Angels vis-
ited Sentara Obici Hospital 
on Monday morning to help 
make sure that no family that 
has suffered a pregnancy or 
infant loss leaves the Women’s 
Center with empty arms. 

Weighted Angels is a non-
profit organization that oper-
ates in Hampton Roads and 
Richmond. Its founders and 
board members are Lauren 
Fuller, Kasie Ballard, Kate 
Crump, Taylor Louis, Sarah 
Berry, Erin Miller and Heidi 
Anderson. Each of these 
women experienced a still-
birth. 

They had dreams of one day 
leaving the hospital with their 
newborn children in their arms. 
Instead, they left with blankets, 
locks of hair and other small 
tokens of remembrance. But 
their hands still felt empty.

“We’ve all experienced a 
loss, and we all left the hospi-
tal with nothing,” said Ballard, 
president of Weighted Angels. 

“We wanted to fix that.”
The Women’s Center at 

Sentara Obici received 18 of 
the organization’s “Angels,” 
which are finely crafted 
stuffed animals that are made 
with materials that give them 
weight. 

They’re each soft to the 

Helping parents hold on after loss

BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

Suffolk Transit is in the 
state-mandated process of 
updating its strategic vision 
and determining where it can 
add or alter service to make 
improvements. 

Foursquare Integrated 
Transportation Planning con-
sultants wanted to determine 
what Suffolk residents priori-
tized with their transit needs, 
surveying riders and non-riders 
alike on their preferences for 
altered or different services. 

A majority of people, accord-
ing to the survey, want to see 
more frequent bus service, 
more weekend service, more 
bus stops, buses that run more 
frequently on fewer streets and 
adding new areas.  

In the proposed budget, city 
officials sought to identify 
additional funding opportuni-
ties and to add other reve-
nue sources to fund expan-
sions and improvements, and 
to collaborate with Parks and 
Recreation on the bicycle and 
pedestrian plan to try to expand 
multi-modal connections. 

The city has a transit sys-
tem fund — in the 2018-2019 
budget at $1.9 million and 
recommended in the proposed 

Suffolk 
transit 

updating 
vision
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See TESTIMONY, 9

See AIRPORT, 9

The amount of the proposed budget 
increase for the Circuit Court Clerk’s 
office in the city of Suffolk’s 2019-
2020 proposed budget is $92,612. 
A story in the May 2 edition, 
“Council holds public hearing on 
budget,” contained an error. 

BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

Expect more corporate traf-
fic and less interest in general 
aviation at Suffolk Executive 
Airport, according to Economic 
Development Director Kevin 
Hughes. 

Briefing the City Council at 
its Wednesday work session, 
Hughes said this is due to the cost 
of operating personal aircraft, 
with planes costing $300,000 
apiece, in addition to fuel, repairs 
and other operating costs. 

“We’re seeing a slight decline, 
and have for some years, in …  
people doing general aviation,” 
Hughes said.  

There is more of “an oppor-

Correction

Airport expects 
more corporate 

traffic
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in adultery whom Jesus 
forgave.

“That was the first time 
I saw the forgiveness and 
love of Christ,” El Shafie 
said.

He accepted Christ 
and soon became one 
of the leaders of a net-
work of underground 
churches and publisher 
of a Christian newsletter. 
Because Islam is the offi-
cial religion of Egypt, he 
said, they had to conduct 
their activities in secret to 
avoid persecution.

However, the govern-
ment soon found him out 
and arrested him in 1998. 
He was imprisoned in the 
notorious Abu Z aabal and 
tortured there for seven 
days after he refused to 
give up the names of oth-
ers in the group.

On the first day, he 
said, his torturers alter-
nately dunked his head 
in buckets of hot and 
cold water, holding him 
underwater for up to a 
minute each time with 
little time to breathe in 
between. This went on all 
day with only 20 minutes 
of rest in between hours 
of torture, he said.

The next day, he was 
beaten while strung up by 
his feet. He recalled the 

smell of his own blood 
and having to be dragged 
back to his cell because 
he could not stand.

His captors warned him 
the next day’s punishment 
would be three vicious 
dogs released in his cell.

“What do you do if 
you’re in my place? ” he 
asked. “Y ou pray.”

El Shafie said he prayed 
to die prior to the morn-
ing. But when morning 
came, the three dogs were 
released into his cell — 
and did nothing.

The dogs were replaced 
with another set of 
three, and one of them 
approached him only to 
lick his face.

His captors offered to 
talk again, and he agreed 
to give up names if they 
would feed him. Then he 
said he needed some tea.

When he had been fed, 
El Shafie said, he told 
his captors he could not 
recall the names of any-
one except the leader, and 
if they could catch the 
leader, maybe he would 
give up the names.

He then gave the name 
of the leader — Jesus 
Christ.

He was tied to a wood-
en cross for two and a 
half days. His captors 

cut his flesh and put salt 
and lemon juice in the 
wounds. He passed out 
and woke up later in a 
police hospital.

He spent three months 
in the hospital before 
being tried on charges 
including “attempting to 
change the official reli-
gion of Egypt from Islam 
to Christianity.” He was 
condemned to death but 
escaped the prison with 
the help of friends who 
attacked the guards. He 
eventually escaped to 
Israel on a stolen jet-ski.

El Shafie now resides 
in Canada, and his orga-
nization, One Free World 
International, has branch-
es in 28 countries around 
the world, helping perse-
cuted religious minorities.

“Y ou do not persecute 
somebody, unless you 
are scared of the truth 
that they carry,” he said. 
“They are not persecuting 
us, they are persecuting 
Christ in us.”

Another speaker at the 
event stressed the impor-
tance of getting involved 
in a small group. Scott 
Strickland spoke of the 
blessings he has received 
from his involvement in 
small groups, including 
accountability and a chal-
lenge to focus on relation-
ships rather than material 
things.

U.S. Navy Capt. 
Harold T. Cole, of Naval 
Information Forces in 
Suffolk, also urged those 
present to pray for their 
service members.

“Today, your service 
men and women around 
the world are on duty in 
our nation’s service,” he 
said. “They cannot suc-
ceed without the unwav-
ering support of our com-
munities.”

Musical selections 
were rendered by J. 
Vance Stallings and 
the Hallelujah Singers. 
Dalia Cohen, a Christian 
of Jewish heritage, was 
among those who gave 
prayers at the event.

The master of ceremo-
nies was world news cor-
respondent Chuck Holton, 
who said it was “clear 
God is in charge here.”

“This is His event,” he 
added. 

Testimony: Once condemned, man escaped Egypt
Continued from page 1

Helping: Program helps women grieve
Continued from page 1

Airport: All hangars rented at airport
Continued from page 1

touch with a solid, 
well-balanced distribu-
tion of weight and the 
faces of  friendly giraffes, 
deer, rabbits and other 
animals. Every animal 
represents a child that 
belonged to one of the 
board members and also 
a different weight class, 
ranging from less than a 
pound to nine pounds. 

The goal is to allow 
parents who have expe-
rienced pregnancy and 
infant loss to have an 
“Angel” that has a sim-
ilar weight to the child 
they lost.

“We try to get it as close 
to the actual weight — by 
the pound,” said Co-Vice 
President Crump, wear-
ing a gray-and-white shirt 
with the name “Ellett” 
written on a beautiful sil-
houette of a deer. Ellett 
was Crump’s son that was 
stillborn in June.

Weighted Angels began 
operations in December, 
and Sentara Obici was the 
second hospital to receive 
a full set of stuffed ani-
mals. The first being 
Sentara Williamsburg 
Regional Medical Center 
earlier this year, Ballard 
said.

“I think it’s a won-
derful support for the 
parents in the center,” 
said Beth Johnson, clin-
ical nurse manager for 
the Women’s Center and 
Nursery. “We’re just hon-
ored that they chose our 
facilities to donate to.”

B e r e a v e m e n t 
Coordinator Dawn Eure 
said the “Angels” are a 
wonderful asset for par-
ents coping with such a 
tremendous loss.

“There are so few things 
we can give them to help 
them in the grieving pro-
cess,” Eure said. “This is 

just an extra thing to give 
them to help.”

Weighted Angels oper-
ates in Hampton Roads 
and Richmond but also 
fills out individual orders 
elsewhere in Virginia. 
Ballard said some of them 
have contacts that work in 
the birth community that 
let the women know that 
a family is in need.

Each board member 
wore a gray shirt with a 
different animal’s design 
on it, along with the name 
of the child that woman 
lost in bold white font.

Berry, the nonprofit’s 
communications and mar-
keting director, said that 
Monday would have been 
the birthday of her daugh-
ter, Finley. She was deliv-
ered stillborn in April 
2017. Berry’s shirt was 
emblazoned with a bun-
ny’s outline and Finley’s 
name.

She said that being 
able to hold something 
that weighs like the 
child you lost as you’re 
leaving the hospital can 
help ease that burden, 
especially after you hold 
your stillborn child for 
a moment — and then 
never again.

“It’s something to 
hold on to and help you 
through the grieving 
process — to have and 
to hold in your arms, 
and to remember what 
it was like to hold her. 
Because I’ll never hold 
her again,” Berry said.

The long-term goal of 
“Weighted Angels” is to 
raise enough money to 
provide every Virginia 
hospital with a complete 
set of their stuffed ani-
mals. Visit facebook.
com/weightedangels for 
more information and to 
make a donation. 

More photos and video online
suffolknewsherald.com

TRACY AGNEW/SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD 

The Hallelujah Singers render special music during the 35th annual Suffolk Leadership Prayer Breakfast on Thursday morning at the Suffolk 
National Guard Armory. 

tunity related to corporate 
aircraft out here because 
of the space we have 
out here,” Hughes said. 
“That’s how we’re looking 
at it today.” 

Vice Mayor Leroy 
Bennett asked if the air-
port had enough han-
gars to supply the need 
of aviators in the region. 
Currently, there are 58 
total T hangars and seven 
box hangars, all of which 
are 100 percent leased.

Hughes said the city 
maintains a waiting list, 
which is done at airports 
all over the Hampton 
Roads region. 

“I’d say there’s inter-
est,” Hughes said. “I don’t 

know if it’s screaming 
interest, like we’ve got to 
go out there and build.”

It is built into the 
Capital Improvements 
Program and Plan to build 
a hangar down the line, 
he said. 

Fuel sales, takeoffs 
and landings are also 
up from the same time 
a year ago, Hughes said. 
In the third quarter of fis-
cal year 2018, there were 
983 takeoffs and landings 
from the airport, versus 
1,025 in the same period 
of the current fiscal year. 
Fuel sales are also up by 
more than $5,000 in the 
same time period, from 
$29,437 in the third quar-

ter of fiscal year 2018, to 
$34,913 in the third quar-
ter of fiscal year 2019. 

Hughes also said a site 
plan has been approved 
for a maintenance shelter 
at the airport, and a bid 
for construction has been 
posted. The maintenance 
shelter would allow for 
equipment at the airport 
to get out of the elements 
and be sheltered, he said. 

In economic develop-
ment news, Hughes said 
he is pleased with the 
increase in visits from pro-
spective businesses. The 
year started with just two 
prospect visits in January, 
he said, but it picked up in 
the next two months, with 

11 total visits taking place 
through March. 

The types of industries 
visiting include two from 
retailers, two more in 
advanced manufacturing, 
and individual visits from 
office, warehousing, tech-
nology and hospitality-re-
lated businesses. Three 
visits were categorized 
as “other,” which he said 
“usually has a mixed-use 
connotation.” 

“We’re really starting 
to see an uptick in, I’d 
say, really qualified pros-
pects,” Hughes said. “So 
I’m really excited about 
the folks we’re talking to 
right now and the steps 
that are occurring.”



See CRABS, 6

See CATS, 6See MEETING, 6

See PARTY, 6

See CRASH, 6

WEATHER HERE! 
HIGH 93    LOW 75 

VISIT US ON 

FACEBOOK 

& TWITTER

OBITUARIES
Victoria Harrell Mathias
Shanell Denise Reid

www.su� olknewsherald.com

2012
AWARD
WINNING
NEWSPAPER

2018

Grady to play in 
Commonwealth 
Games  10

Community 
Calendar  3

PUBLISHED TUESDAY THROUGH SUNDAY • SUFFOLK EDITION JULY 18, 2019 WWW.SUFFOLKNEWSHERALD.COM

THURSDAY SUFFOLK’S NEWS AND INFORMATION SOURCE SINCE 1873 FREE! 

Suffolk 
NEWS-HERALDNEWS-HERALD
www . s u f f o l k n ew s h e r a l d . c om

Suffolk 

FROM STAFF REPORTS
SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD

Residents young and old can 
cool off this Saturday at Suffolk 
Parks and Recreation’s first 
“Flick and Float Pool Party.” 
This free, all-ages pool party will 
be held on Saturday from 7:30 to 
10:30 p.m. at Cypress Park Pool, 
2001 Arizona Ave.

The Disney animated film 
“Moana” will be played at 

BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

At least two things are consis-
tent about summers in Suffolk 
— it’s hot, and there’s an abun-
dance of cats needing homes. 

Laurie Brittle, the manager 
of Suffolk Animal Care Center, 
said their influx of cats and 
kittens is typical for June, July 
and August, and is a problem 
shared by many animal shelters 
in Hampton Roads.

“Summer time is our busier 
time,” Brittle said. “It’s kitten 
season. We, like all the other 
shelters, are impacted by that.”

The cats that come in aren’t 
all young. Brittle said the center 
will get cats ranging from those 
just born to mature cats more 
than 10 years old. The center 
receives anywhere from 150 to 
200 cats during each of the 
summer months, which is about 
double the amount they get for 
each month during the rest of 
the year. 

“It happens every year,” 
Brittle said. “We know it’s 
coming. When the weather gets 
warm, it’s just when the cats are 
breeding. Sometimes it hits a 
little earlier, sometimes a little 
later.”

She said when they are at 
full capacity, they will reach 
out to other animal shelters in 
Hampton Roads.

“We reach out to other shel-
ters,” Brittle said. “I’m con-
stantly in contact with them. … 
And they do help out a lot. (But) 
everybody, this time of year, is 
in the same situation.”

Suffolk Animal Care is also 
part of the nationwide pet adop-
tion initiative, Clear the Shelters, 
which takes place through Aug. 
17. It also posts regularly on 
its Facebook page about any 

FROM STAFF REPORTS
SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD

Two women from Suffolk and 
Smithfield died in a crash in 
Chesapeake on Tuesday.

Shanell Reid, 35, of the 1700 
block of Mill Wood Way in 

BY ALEX PERRY
STAFF WRITER

Students were wowed by 
close encounters of the marine 
kind on Friday at Pioneer 
Elementary School.

Jacqui Stanford, outreach 
educator at Virginia Aquarium 
and Marine Science Center, 
conducted a presentation for 

young students in the Tidewater 
Regional Governor’s School’s 
summer program. 

Stanford’s audience learned 
about some of the animals that 
reside in the Chesapeake Bay, 
as well as the adaptations they 
have for survival. She did this 
with both animal remains and 
living examples that captured 
the attention of her students. 

“They are just always inter-
ested in the animals,” Stanford 
said about the students. “If you 
have a living animal, then you 
have them hooked.”

The Governor’s School 
has held this hands-on learn-
ing program since 1993. The 
school selects 60 gifted stu-
dents — rising fourth- through 
seventh-graders — out of 

more than 200 applicants from 
Suffolk, Isle of Wight, Franklin 
and Southampton.

This year, 30 of those 
students are from Suffolk 
Public Schools, accord-
ing to Tidewater Regional 
Governor’s School Executive 
Director Leslie Moring.

Turtles, whelks, spider crabs — oh my!

Purrfect homes needed

BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

Suffolk City Council and 
School Board members 
appear to be on board with 
hiring a consultant to per-
form a school facilities needs 
assessment, review school 
attendance zones and exam-
ine student generation rates 
following discussion at a 
joint meeting Wednesday.

City Manager Patrick 
Roberts presented to the 
council and the board a 
plan similar to one that has 
been done in Chesapeake. It 
would, according to Roberts’ 
presentation, “provide an 
assessment of school facili-
ties, capacity utilization and 
attendance boundaries result-
ing in a long-term compre-
hensive plan that prioritizes 
school facility needs.”

Roberts said the goal would 
be to have a plan detailing a 
facilities master plan for a 
minimum of 10 years, par-
alleling the city’s 10-year 
Capital Improvements 
Program and Plan while 
assessing the present condi-
tion of all school and support 
facilities to support the cur-
rent and planned instruction-
al program. It would also, 
he said, prioritize capital 
improvement projects and 
potential school attendance 
zone adjustments to most 
effectively use school divi-
sion facilities, and it would 
also provide recommen-

dations on where new and 
expanded facilit ies would be 
needed.

“To me, it’s a good place 
to start,” said Councilman 
Roger Fawcett of the study. 
“We need a good starting 
point to get a good measuring 
stick of where we’re at.”

While Chesapeake’s study 
cost $720,000 to look at that 
city’s needs for 49 schools, 
Roberts estimates a sim-
ilar study for Suffolk’s 21 
schools would cost $350,000, 
with the final cost to be deter-
mined by what proposals the 
city receives to conduct such 
a study.

“What you’re going to get 
out of this is really some 
guidance from an expert per-
spective based on trends that 
we see all over the country,” 
Roberts said about the atten-
dance zone review, “things 
like aligning clusters of stu-
dents, different age groups 
based in particular on hous-
ing types, neighborhood 
types, development patterns.

“They would analyze and 
identify potential boundary 
location changes, (and) they 
may look at certain programs 
that exist in certain geograph-
ic areas and make recommen-
dations on those.”

Roberts said the study 
would also ask the consul-
tant to determine whether the 
city’s student generation rates 
are adequate.

Suffolk 
woman 
dies in 
crash 

Pool party 
with free 

‘flick’

School facilities 
study topic 

of joint meeting

ALEX PERRY/SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD 

Abigail Powell, rising fourth grader at Oakland Elementary School, observes on the sea critters held by Jacqui Stanford, outreach educator at Virginia Aquarium and 
Marine Science Center, in the Pioneer Elementary School library on Friday. 

JIMMY LAROUE/SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD 

An influx of cats is under way at the Suffolk Animal Care Center, according to Laurie Brittle, the animal shelter manager. The 
cats are available for adoption for $75, which includes vaccines and spaying or neutering.  
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434.847.7741 | info@trfauctions.com
Details at TRFAuctions.com

434.847.7741VAAF501

Wed, Aug.7, 12:30PM • 264 Red Hill Rd, Brookneal, VA

Office & 161 Acres near Red Hill

To Benefit
Patrick Henry

Family Services

ABSOLUTE

Offered in 3 tracts! 4,118 Sq.Ft. Office • 
12ac Residential Tract • 143ac Farm

July 9th - July 18th
PREVIEW SATURDAY, JULY 13TH

9AM-12PM • 2556 Indian Trail Rd., Suffolk, VA 23434
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Ford TW-15 (low miles)
Hydraulic Box Grader

Front End Loader
New Boom Pole

M-817 5 Ton 6x6 Military Dump Truck
Parts ready to assemble 2 Steel Master
Quonset Buildings - 40 x 40 & 50 x 50

Seller has sold their home and must 
liquidate their remaining equipment.

Franchise office is independent owned & operated.

AB Cole & Associates
Auction & Realty LLC
Barry Cole, VAAF 796

ABCole.com
757-539-9866

The students were 
divided into groups of 30 
on Friday, and both groups 
had their own morning 
session with Stanford in 
the Pioneer Elementary 
School library. 

Stanford showed her 
students a dolphin’s skull 
to demonstrate different 
features. Dolphin’s eyes, 
for example, are lat-
eral and on either 
side of the skull, 
which allow 
dolphins to 
see in front of 
them, beside 
them and 
even behind 
them. 

They got to 
take a close look at 
shark teeth, including 
those of a sandbar 
shark and a sand 
tiger shark, and 
the carapace of a 
turtle. 

But Tyson, a live 
diamondback terra-
pin, was the turtle that 
made the biggest impres-
sion on the students 
Friday morning. Stanford 
held Tyson for each stu-
dent to gently touch, if 
they wanted to, and the 
children marveled at the 
turtle’s colorful appear-
ance.

They were intro-
duced to the knobbed 
whelk, a large, carnivo-
rous sea snail that lives 
in tidal estuaries along 
the Atlantic coast. These 
snails feed on clams, oys-
ters, mussels and other 
bivalves.

There were also hermit 
crabs that quickly poked 
their heads out of their 
shells and surprised the 
students — but not as sur-
prising as when the dec-
orator crab got the spot-
light. 

Decorator crabs earn 
their name by decorating 
themselves with small-
er animals, seaweed and 
other plants from their 
habitats, which are fas-
tened to the back of their 
shells with Velcro-like 

bristles called setae.
They’re also known 

as spider crabs for their 
long legs. Stanford held 
this spider-like crab in her 
hand, and the crab spread 
its legs wide 

in front of 

the students, trying 
to make itself look 

as imposing as pos-
sible in the situation. 

Its appearance made 
quite an impression on the 
young students. 

“It had long legs and 
stuff,” said Jeremiah 
Martin, a rising fifth-grad-
er at S.P. Morton 
Elementary School in 

Franklin, said about the 
decorator crab. “That was 
my favorite (animal).” 

Nansemond Parkway 
Elementary School rising 
fourth-grader Neelima 
Kosuri’s favorite part was 
touching the “sharp and 
spiky” shark teeth, but 

s h e 

also 

e n j o y e d 
the creepy 

spider crab. 
“It’s scary, 

but also cool,” 
Neelima said. 
The animal demon-

stration tied into the 
students’ other activi-
ties for the week, which 
included selecting a 
Virginia marine organism 
to research and discuss. 
The students will learn 
their respective organ-

ism’s various adaptations, 
its place in the food web 
and how it’s impacted by 
humans, like how sea tur-
tles are harmed by plastic 
bags, Moring said.

Moring said the students 
were really interested in 
Stanford’s Friday morn-
ing lessons, especially the 
ones that were alive and 
stared right back at them.  

“They were asking a 
lot of questions,” Moring 
said about her students, 

and also answered 
Stanford’s questions in 
turn. “I think it went 
really well.”

Crabs: Animals investigated at school program
Continued from page 1

Cats: Adoptions of cats encouraged at Suffolk animal shelter
Continued from page 1
strays or adoption events, 
which are held monthly at 
local PetSmart locations. 
It also takes part in the 
Hampton Roads Show’s 
Pet Pal segment that fea-
tures adoptable pets and 
advertises its adoption 
facility. 

The facility will also 
work with other shelters 
in a number of special 
events throughout the 
year to promote adoptions 

and educate the public on 
homeless animal aware-
ness. Brittle said it also 
continues to look for peo-
ple to provide foster care 
for cats, which helps free 
up space at the shelter to 
allow it to take in more 
pets as needed.  

The cats that come into 
the shelter are general-
ly because someone gave 
them up, or they come in 
as strays, she said. 

“They come in at 
all ages,” Brittle said. 
It’s not just kittens. …   
Somebody brought in 
three and they are all 
over 10 years old.” 

She said people can get 
overwhelmed with the 
number of kittens when 
they do not have their cats 
spayed or neutered, which 
she advises should hap-
pen before the summer 
breeding season. 

“They don’t realize 
when you don’t spay 
and neuter your cats how 
quickly they reproduce,” 
Brittle said. 

For those interested in 
adopting a cat, she asks 
that people come by the 
shelter at 124 Forest Glen 
Drive and visit with as 
many as they would like. 
She said they should also 
take into consideration 
whether there are any 

other pets in the home 
and the family’s ability 
to care for a cat. It costs 
$75 to adopt a cat, which 
includes their vaccines 
and their spaying or neu-
tering. 

While the shelter does 
have an extra supply of 
cats available for adop-
tion, it will take most 
any animal in — dogs, 

of course, but also  rats, 
snakes, guinea pigs, rab-
bits and more. 

“We’re an open admis-
sion shelter, so anything 
that is homeless in the city 
of Suffolk, this is where 
it comes. We don’t turn 
anything away,” Brittle 
said. “It doesn’t matter 
how healthy it is or how 
friendly it is.”

approximately 8:15 p.m. 
for participants to enjoy 
as they relax in the pool. 
There will also be give-
aways and bounce houses 
at the event.

Visitors are encouraged 
to come early, as pool 
capacity is limited. There 
are also a limited number 
of life jackets available. 
Participants may bring 
their own Coast Guard-
approved life jackets. 
Chairs will also be lim-

ited, so participants may 
bring their own lawn 
chairs. 

All pool rules will 
be enforced and can be 
reviewed under Athletics/
Swimming at suffolkva.
us/266/Parks-Recreation.

For more informa-
tion contact Cypress 
Park Pool at 923-2384, 
or Athletics Supervisor 
Meredith Mockler at 
514-7254 or mmockler@
suffolkva.us.

Party: Saturday
Continued from page 1

Crash: Two dead
Continued from page 1

Meeting: Consultant recommended for school topics
Continued from page 1

He said the next step 
in the process would be 
for council and the board 
to come up with funding 
sources to pay for the 
study. Once that’s done, 
he said the request for 
proposals for a firm to 
conduct the study would 
be advertised. Then, he 
and superintendent’s 
designee Dr. LaToya 
Harrison would appoint 
staff to serve on an RFP 
review committee. City 
and school division staff 
would jointly review the 
RFPs and make a recom-
mendation of a contract 
award to both the council 
and board.

Roberts said it would 
be a 30 to 45 day RFP 
process, which would 
allow a consultant to be 
on board by late fall, with 
the study to be completed 
sometime around spring 
2020.

“One of the things that 
I know that the city needs 
as an early deliverable 
is some better informa-
tion on the student gen-
eration rate,” Roberts 

said, “and a related mat-
ter of how the city staff 
determines per pupil cost 
when we’re making plans 
for development and CIP 
planning.”

Board member David 
Mitnick asked how the 
study would influence the 
current capital improve-
ments plan. Roberts said 
the plan the board and 
council would see later 
this year will look a lot 
like it has for the past 
couple of years.

Roberts said he has 
had informal discussions 
with city and school divi-
sion staff about why he 
wants to proceed with the 
study, and noted that it 
is ultimately a long-term 
investment in the school 
division.

He said it would be 
easy to conceive, based 
on the past 10 years’ 
worth of spending, that 
the city would spend 
$100 million to $150 mil-
lion in the next 10 years 
on school facilities. 

“There’s no good 
reason not to go along 

with the plan,” said 
Councilman Lue Ward. 
“I think it’s a good plan.”

Board member Karen 
Jenkins said the plan is a 
great one, and she hopes 
that whatever consultant 
performs the study will 
not be biased, and will 
not have any person-
al stake with the city or 
school division.

“I’m excited by this 
because we’re in a posi-
tion now where we have 
new school board mem-
bers, we’re searching for 
a new superintendent, 
and I’m just hoping for 
great things for Suffolk 
Public Schools,” Jenkins 
said.

Roberts said one poten-
tial reason not to go 
through with the study 
would be that neither the 
city nor school division 
would rely on it and it 
would only collect dust. 
Another would be that it 
would identify far more 
in school needs than the 
city could reasonably 
afford to pay at one time.

“We may create a 

public expectation that 
we’re going to get a 
report that says, go and 
build $600 million worth 
of school facilities,” 
Roberts said. “We can’t 
do that. We would have 
to agree on the front 
end this is a long-term 
effort. It’s going to pri-
oritize it, and it’s going 
to tell us how we can 
bite off $5 million, $20 
million of investments, 
one step at a time. As 
long as we are comfort-
able with that, I’m 100 
percent supportive with 
moving ahead.”

However, he said city 
and school division staff 
believe the study will be 
a good tool to help with 
future school facility 
decisions.

“We have a lot of faith 
that this will be a good 
work product and a great 
tool,” Roberts said. “The 
community will appreci-
ate it, and it may facil-
itate better long-term 
agreement between the 
city and the school board 
on CIP decisions.”

Suffolk, died at the 
scene, according to a 
news release from the 
Chesapeake Police 
Department. Her passen-
ger, Annie Jones, 78, of 
the 5000 block of James 
Way in Smithfield, died 
later at the hospital.

Chesapeake Police 
say Reid was driving a 
2013 Hyundai Sonata in 
the 4400 block of Taylor 
Road about 11:15 a.m. 

Tuesday. The Sonata 
struck a 2006 Dodge 
Caravan that was trav-
eling the opposite direc-
tion in a head-on colli-
sion, Chesapeake Police 
stated in a release.

The male driver of the 
Caravan was transport-
ed to a local hospital for 
treatment of injuries, the 
release stated.

The investigation is 
ongoing.
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After six years of interviews 
and filming, “The Virginia 
Peanut Story” is ready to be 
screened this Wednesday.

Producer Amy Drewry has 
worked with Western Tidewater 
Virginia Heritage Inc., a non-
profit made up of historians, 
farmers and other people from 
Isle of Wight, Southampton, 
Surry and Sussex counties and 
the city of Suffolk. The 57-min-
ute documentary has been made 
for airing on public television. It 
was produced with support from 
Virginia Humanities and other 
local and regional foundations, 
businesses and individuals.

In partnership with the 
Suffolk Center for Cultural 
Arts, the film is being public-

ly shown in the Birdsong 
Theater on the 
second floor of 

Virginia 
peanuts film 

to screen 
tonight

BY ALEX PERRY
STAFF WRITER

Teams of young, critical think-
ers worked together last week-
end to overcome obstacles in the 
second annual Sea, Air and Land 
Challenge held in Suffolk.  

Nicknamed the SeAL 
Challenge, the competition was 
held on Saturday at Col. Fred 
Cherry Middle School. There 
were 14 robotics teams compet-
ing in this year’s event, includ-
ing five Suffolk high schools 
and middle schools. 

Developed by the Penn State 

Challenging robots, 
even better teamwork

ALEX PERRY/SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD 

The King’s Fork High School “Mechatronics” team carefully navigates the air chal-
lenge on Saturday.
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BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

Saturday was a bittersweet 
day for Sonia Thacker.

As the volunteer coordinator 

for the Shake, Rattle and Roll 
car show in downtown Suffolk 
since its inception 11 years 
ago, Thacker’s established 
relationships with many of the 
car owners who took part in 

the show was evident in the 
number of hugs given and kind 
words spoken. 

But the embraces were a little 
tighter, and the kind words spo-
ken with a tear or two, as this 

will be the final time for Shake, 
Rattle and Roll — though there 
will be other car shows. 

“It’s a sad day,” Thacker 

Rolling for the last time
JIMMY LAROUE/SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD 

Al Britt of Portsmouth looks at one of the classic cars on Main Street during Saturday’s Shake, Rattle and Roll car show. 

BY TRACY AGNEW
EDITOR

A Suffolk Art League pro-
gram this week will bring 
together a pair of historical 
portrayers of famous men to 
bring an unusual 19th-centu-
ry relationship to light.

Nathan Richardson and 
Eric Richardson will por-
tray Frederick Douglass and 
Abraham Lincoln, respec-
tively, in the free event “Self-
Made Men” from 7 to 8:30 
p.m. Thursday at the Suffolk 
Art Gallery, 118 Bosley Ave.

The pair of Richardsons 
will portray Lincoln and 
Douglass, an unlikely pair 
who still had much in com-
mon. Neither came from 
means — Lincoln grew up 
poor, and Douglass was a 
slave the first 20 years of his 
life — but they both fought 
for a better position in life, 
hence the program’s title.

The performance will 
include a short first-person 
narrative from each man, 
including some excerpts of 

Lincoln, Douglass 
to meet again 

BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

Boost Mobile owner Donald 
Tonge closed up his East 
Constance Road store around 
4 p.m. Saturday, knowing 
some kind of storm was com-
ing. 

When he returned to the 
store Monday morning to 

assess the damage following 
Saturday’s EF-1 tornado, he 
found a roof and shattered 
windows that will need replac-
ing, but he was able to get the 
store open.

Throughout, Tonge said he 
had loyal customers checking 
on him and the store, and 
claims adjusters were at the 
store Tuesday looking at the 

roof, which will have to be 
replaced. He hopes he will 
not have to close during the 
process.

“I don’t want to shut down 
because then we lose our cus-
tomer base,” Tonge said. “I 
can’t afford it, either.”

Nearby, at Harbour 
Veterinary Office, the only 
ones there at the time of the 

tornado were a pair of cats, and 
they weathered it unscathed in 
the back of the office, accord-
ing to receptionist Pam Nix. A 
surveillance video it posted on 
its Facebook page showed the 
moment one of its two front 
doors blew out, with glass fly-
ing throughout the office.

Tornado cleanup continues

JIMMY LAROUE/SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD 

Donald Tonge, who owns Boost Mobile 
on East Constance Road, said the roof 
and windows to the store will have to be 
replaced due to damage.  
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BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

Suffolk City Council is 
expected to vote on the 
proposed $639.4 million 
budget at its upcoming 
meeting Wednesday. 

The budget keeps real 
estate taxes at the same 
level, fully funds the 
school division’s request 
and provides a 2.5-per-
cent raise to city employ-
ees. 

The fiscal year 2020 
budget leaves unchanged 
the real estate tax of $1.11 
per $100 of assessed 
value, though it projects 

general fund revenue to 
increase by $5.8 million 
— from $213.2 million to 
$219 million. 

But because reassess-
ment values went up by 
1.17 percent, City Council 
has to hold a public hear-
ing for an “effective tax 
rate increase,” which state 
law requires if reassess-
ments increase by more 
than 1 percent, according 
to Finance Director Tealen 
Hansen. That public hear-
ing is also scheduled for 
Wednesday meeting, prior 
to the vote on the budget. 

The proposed budget 
has an additional $3.6 

million in general fund 
money for personnel 
and benefits to provide 
for city employees’ cost-
of-living adjustment, 
and it would pay for 24 
new general fund posi-
tions, which include 13 
new police officer/emer-
gency communications 
positions. It would also 
address part-time and 
overtime requirements for 
public safety.

The school division’s 
$173.3 million budget, 
which the School Board 
approved March 19, 
includes a request for a 
$1 million increase in city 

funding, from $59.8 mil-
lion to $60.8 million. 

Mayor Linda T. Johnson 
and other members of 
council have said this has 
been a smooth budget 
process. 

The council will 
also receive a down-
town plan update from 
the Department of 
Planning and Community 
Development during its 
work session. 

The work session begins 
at 5:30 p.m. Wednesday, 
and its regular meeting 
starts at 7 p.m. in the City 
Council chambers at 442 
W. Washington St.

Council set to adopt budget

Electro-Optics Center and 
sponsored by the Office 
of Naval Research, the 
SeAL Challenge offers 
three unique engineering 
challenges for middle and 
high schoolers — one 
underwater, another in the 
air and the third on the 
ground.

The teams designed, 
developed and built 
unmanned vehicles and 
customized payloads for 
these challenges, which 
were based on scenarios 
faced by military per-
sonnel and first respond-
ers. Virginia State Police 
was also at the school on 
Saturday to demonstrate 
different tactical robots.

“Students are design-
ing and building robotic 
systems that can perform 
maneuvers similar to 
those that first responders 
or the military might use 
in their operations,” said 
Christine Lafferty, Suffolk 
Public Schools manager 
of information services 
and regional coordinator 
for the SeAL challenge.

Virginia is the third state 
to host this event, along-
side Pennsylvania and 
Ohio. This year’s com-
petition brought out the 
best from Lakeland and 
King’s Fork high schools, 
plus John F. Kennedy, 
Forest Glen and Col. Fred 
Cherry middle schools.

Norfolk Technical 
Center also fielded a team 
on Saturday, as well as 
Booker High School from 
Sarasota, Fla. The all-la-
dies Florida squad came 
to Virginia to both win a 
trophy and bring the chal-
lenge to their home state. 

“As I look out at all 
of you, I couldn’t be 
more excited,” U.S. Navy 
Lt. Commander William 
Corrigan said during 
his opening remarks on 
Saturday. “I couldn’t 
be more optimistic 
about what the future of 
America holds and the 

direction that we’re going, 
and that’s all because of 
you. Our future inventors, 
our future scientists and 
our future leaders.”

All of the teams 
attempted their respec-
tive challenges twice on 
Saturday — first in the 
morning and again in the 
afternoon. 

Sea challenge teams 
gathered at a water-filled 
tank in the bus ramp at 
the middle school. In the 
water were boxes that 
represented “drop zones.” 
Students designed and 
built remote-operated 
vehicles to find objects 
in the tank, retrieve them 
and put their “payloads” 
in specific drop zones.

But the pilots didn’t 
simply look at their robots. 
This test required teams to 
use camera equipment to 
observe their unmanned 
vehicles.

“Students have designed 
and built a remote-operat-
ed vehicle (and) they use 
a camera — or a backup 
camera from a pick-and-
pull wrecked car — to 
operate that vehicle with-
out watching it,” Lafferty 
said. 

Students didn’t have 
direct line-of-sight in the 
land challenge, either. 
Pilots sat with their backs 
to the wood-framed box 
that their robots rolled 
around in, identified 
objects of interest and 
deposited them in the 
judge’s designated loca-
tion. 

This challenge required 
intense teamwork when 
it came to flying quad-
copters inside the gym 
for the air challenge. 
Each team had a pilot to 
fly their copter while a 
teammate gave directions 
through carefully placed 
cameras.

“They also are supposed 
to be able to carry a pay-
load and drop that pay-
load in a specific location 

and hit a target,” Lafferty 
said.

The  KFHS 
Mechatronics team had to 
recalibrate their approach 
after their first quadcopter 
attempt in the morning, 
but thanks to some great 
piloting, they were able 
to get at least one pay-
load into the target in just 
under a few minutes. 

“We’re going to adjust 
the cameras so that we 
can have a more accurate 
view, and also calibrate 
the drone more so that 
we won’t have as much 
tilting,” KFHS junior 
Bradley Harrison, 16, said 
during their lunchtime 
calibrations on Saturday. 

The winning mid-
dle school sea team 
for this year’s SeAL 
Challenge was Col. Fred 
Cherry Middle School’s 
“Ospreys,” and Forest 
Glen Middle School had 
the winning land team, 
which was dubbed “1 if by 
Land, 2 if by Sea.” There 
was no middle school air 
team at this year’s com-
petition.

The “Norfolk Raiders” 
of Norfolk Technical 
Center had the winning 
high school teams for 
both land and sea, and the 
Mechatronics of KFHS 
won in the air. Booker 
High School’s “Legacy” 
team also won for best 
innovation in the sea chal-
lenge.

“I have seniors that 
are leaving,” said KFHS 
Robotics Coach Todd 
Gidley, “and they’re 
going to celebrate this win 
on the way to college, and 
that’s huge.”

But Gidley was also 
quick to give credit to 
their surprising benefac-
tors during the team’s 
darkest hour on Saturday.  

Around lunchtime, the 
KFHS air team realized 
they didn’t have a charger 
for their second battery. 
Without that battery, they 

couldn’t complete their 
second flight. 

Debra Shapiro, the 
FGMS technology and 
engineering education 
teacher and Gidley’s men-
tor, put him in touch with 
Richard Dyer, engineer-
ing technology instructor 
for the “Norfolk Raiders.”

Dyer didn’t hesitate. 
He immediately gave 
Gidley’s team a charger — 
but then the Mechatronics 
discovered a half-hour 
later that their second bat-
tery had a bad cell and 
was unusable. 

Dyer and his team 
stepped up once again to 
give Gidley’s students a 
brand-new battery that 
they spliced and soldered 
to connect with the KFHS 
drone. 

He could have just said 
no. Instead, Dyer helped 
KFHS soar on Saturday, 
and all he asked for in 
return was for Gidley’s 
team to provide flight 
time and instruction to his 
own students. 

“My guys are going 
to drive over one after-
noon and invest an hour 
in flight time to teach his 
guys, and we’re going to 
see his shop,” Gidley said. 
“I’m just excited about 
both schools working 
together in the future.”

This seemed to just 
be standard practice for 
robotics teams like Dyer’s 
“Raiders.” That same 
day, they donated a drone 
frame, motor and propel-
lers to Shapiro’s FGMS 
team to help get them 
started on their air team 
next year.

“I’ve been compet-
ing in robotics for about 
18 years, and one of the 
things I try to teach my 
students is that it’s not 
about you winning,” Dyer 
said. “It’s about what you 
learned in working with 
other people, helping 
them out, making them 
better.”

Robots: Challenge brings out student engineers
Continued from page 1

ALEX PERRY/SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD 

Lakeland High School junior Imani Boatner, 16, senior Arianna Fisher, 17, and sen ior Trinity McRae, 18, at the Sea, Air, and Land Challenge 
held at Col. Fred Cherry Middle School on Saturday. 
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