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WATER, WATER GOVERNOR’S SCHOOL
Local students got their feet 
wet and their minds challenged 
recently during an aquatic 
studies program. 

— See page 9

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“
”

Surry is going to be stuck in the 
dark ages unless something 
happens.

It’s been 10 years 
since Isle of Wight 
committed to millions 
of gallons of water.

— See page 3

Volume 100 Number 29

Smithfield timeS
the

— Surry EDA Chairman Sam Edwards
On importance of a bridge to Surry, p. 1

Is a bridge still possible?

The ferry Pocahontas leaves the Scotland Wharf dock enroute to James City County. Efforts to build a bridge 40 years 
ago were stymied by a land gift and the state has since improved ferry service.

By Diana McFarland
Managing editor

SURRY — The Chairman of  
the Surry Economic Develop-
ment Authority thinks starting 
a conversation about a bridge 
across the James River would 
be a forward-thinking strategy 
to ensure the future of  a county 
that is losing population and lacks 
basics, such as a grocery store.  

“Surry is going to be stuck in 
the dark ages unless something 
happens,” said Sam Edwards, 
chairman of  Surry’s EDA.

The Surry Board of  Super-
visors, however, has a different 
opinion.

Not right now. 
The Board decided during a 

work session Thursday that going 
to the state about a bridge at this 
time would be an inefficient use 
of  “political capital,” according 
to Carsley District Supervisor 
Kenneth Holmes.  

A Surry EDA
official hopes
to promote
discussion

“It would just be spinning our 
wheels,” said Bacon’s Castle Dis-
trict Supervisor Judy Lyttle.

Surry District Supervisor 
John Seward pointed out that 
Dominion’s new power lines 
across the river continue to be 
challenged because of  its effect 
on the view at Jamestown.

“I can’t imagine anyone over 
there (James City County) letting 
us put a bridge up,” he said. 

As the EDA chairman, Ed-
wards had independently consult-
ed with VDOT about getting on 
the agency’s 40-year plan. 

Edwards said VDOT replied 
with a letter that indicated that 

the process would start at the 
local level with the Board of  Su-
pervisors. He had hoped the Board 
would pass a resolution to get the 
ball rolling, as he estimated it 
would take 100 years for the coun-
ty to feel any economic impact.  

Currently, Surry residents 
are dependent upon the James-

town-Scotland ferry to get to 
James City County or the Penin-
sula. The other routes into and 
out of  the county are the narrow, 
two-lane highways, 31 and 10. 

“We tolerate the ferry and the 
ferry is interesting,” said Holmes. 

Jazz, swing
and more Fri.

Higher Ground will return 
to the Gazebo Stage Friday for 
the Summer Concert Series. The 
performance begins at 8 p.m.

The instrumental and vocal 
group, which last appeared 
here in 2017, performs swing, 
Latin and jazz classics. The 18-
20 piece band includes vocalist 
Kim Summerlin and is under 
the direction of  Greg Varner. 

The Summer Concert Series 
is sponsored by The Smithfield 
Times and Isle of  Wight Arts 
League. Concerts are free to 
the public.

Concert cancellations due to 
rain are made as late as possible 
on Friday. Rainouts are posted 
when possible on www.face-
book.com/smithfield.times and 
www.smithfieldarts.org.

By Diana McFarland
Managing editor

A photogenic bear, a missing goat, sunflowers plundered by 
deer — Windsor Castle Park is evolving into its own peculiar 
version of  Animal Farm. 

The black bear is back and apparently not hard to spot. 
Some say he brought along a friend this time. 

While patrolling the perimeter of  the goat pen Monday in 
a noisy pickup truck, the bear casually ambled along a path 
inside the electric fence. When a woman walked by with her 
camera phone, he almost seemed to strike a pose. 

And that’s the problem, said biologist Pete Acker with the 
Virginia Department of  Game and Inland Fisheries. 

Acker rode along with Smithfield Town Council member 
Wayne Hall on Monday, as Hall has now spotted the bear on 
several occasions. 

Acker said the bear may have returned for some more of  
those hot dog buns smeared with peanut butter and topped 
with gooey honey. That was the method used last time to lure 

A young black bear, photographed in the goat pen at 
WCP, is believed to be the one found there earlier.

A goat’s missing, 
bear’s back & sun-
flowers are history

By Diana McFarland
Managing editor

The Isle of  Wight County Sher-
iff ’s Office is looking for possible 
victims of  an alleged scheme 
to film and photograph women 
getting a spray tan without their 
knowledge.

The two alleged spas are in 
Newport News — Knots so Zen on 
Pilot House Road and A Polished 
Life on Thimble Shoals. Photos of  
nude women in connection with 
the alleged scheme were found 
during another investigation in 
the 1000 block of  Rivers Arch in 
Carrollton. 

Investigators interviewed the 

owners at Knot So Zen and are 
confident they had no knowledge 
that this was taking place at that 
business, as the suspect rented 
space there as an independent 
contractor, according to Lt. Tom-
my Potter.  

The victims responded to a 
Groupon and promotional flyers, 
said Potter. 

The scheme came to light in 
the midst of  another investigation 
at the Rivers Arch residence, said 
Potter. 

The search warrant stemmed 
from evidence forwarded from 
Homeland Security Investigations 
and connected with an arrest 

Women photographed
while spray tanning

earlier this year concerning child 
pornography, according to an affi-
davit provided by the Isle of  Wight 
County Sheriff ’s Office. 

Images on one of  the seized 
cell phones revealed nude women 
that appeared to be getting a spray 
tan and did not appear to know 
they were being video recorded 
or photographed, according to 
the affidavit. 

One of  the victims lives in Isle 
of  Wight County. She told investi-
gators she did not give permission 
for the video or photos, according 
to the affidavit. 

By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer 

WINDSOR — An Atlanta-based 
developer has asked to cut a deal 
with the town of  Windsor over 
road maintenance. 

Dimension Development Part-
ners LLC wants to donate 14 of  its 
22-acre parcel, located across from 
the Food Lion on Route 460, in ex-
change for the town maintaining 
roadways that will be included in 
the commercial development. 

The plans include four build-
ings that will likely house a fast 
food restaurant, two retail and a 
commercial business, according 
to Town Manager Michael Stall-
ings, adding that the two retail 

buildings may be combined to 
serve one business depending on 
how the project unfolds.    

The Windsor Town Council 
gave a nod of  approval to move 
forward with the deal at its July 
10 meeting. 

Mayor Glyn Willis and Stall-
ings explained that the town 
would work as a management 
arm in terms of  possible future 
roadwork such as snow removal 
and/or road repairs and then div-
vy up those costs between future 
tenants of  the commercial area. 

“There would be an agree-
ment put in place that shares the 

Offers land in
exchange for
maintenance

• See BRIDGE, p. 7

• See PHOTOS, p. 7

• See BEAR, p. 7
• WINDSOR, p. 8
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The ferry, which is free, 
is also a popular draw for 
tourists. 

Edwards said the lack of  
easy access has made it dif-
ficult to attract businesses 
with larger workforces, not 
to mention the distance to 
medical facilities. Hospitals 
accessible by land — John 
Randolph in Hopewell and 
Obici in Suffolk — are 30-
40 minutes away. The ferry 
itself  takes about 15 min-
utes to cross the river after 
loading and unloading.

Edwards, whose fami-
ly’s business — Edwards 
Virginia Smokehouse — 
started on the ferry, quoted 
his father, Wallace, “There’s 
nothing worse than having 
a heart attack and you’re 
riding a ferry.” 

The ferry started in 

1925 and is today the only 
24-hour state-run ferry in 
Virginia. 

The question of  build-
ing a bridge from Surry to 
James City County dates 
back to the 1970s, but it 
was basically killed when 
Franz VonSchilling, owner 
of  Mount Pleasant, deeded a 
parcel of  land at the north-
ern tip of  Swann’s Point 
to the Department of  the 
Interior. 

Swann’s Point is the clos-
est piece of  land to James 
City County and the logi-
cal location for a bridge to 
enter Surry County. The 
deed, enacted in 1974, blocks 
construction of  a bridge on 
the property and is irre-
vocable except by mutual 
agreement. 

In 1985, VDOT floated 
the idea of  raising tolls 
and the bridge discussion 

Bridge

the bear out of  the goat pen. 
Acker advised against 

more food, as that’s what 
bears like. If  the bear 
snatches one of  the goats 
or gets more habituated 
to humans, he suggested 
laying a trap and “roughing 
up” the bear. 

That is, give the bear a 
healthy dose of  fear about 
humans, but not hurt him, 
said Acker, adding that a 
trap would be a last resort. 
If  there’s two bears, that’s 
another issue.

Hall agreed it’s getting to 
be a problem. 

“He’s getting used to us,” 
said Hall. 

At the same time, one of  
the goats has gone missing. 

The wily herd of  goats 
were hired to eat the En-
glish ivy and underbrush in 
a thicket next to the kayak 

launch. They’re kept in 
check with an electric fence.

It seems the goats’ owner, 
Dave (his last name being 
kept confidential for fear 
of  more goat business re-
quests, according to Mayor 
Carter Williams) went into 
the pen looking for the miss-
ing goat. Dave heard a twig 
snap behind him, turned 
around and found himself  
face-to-face with the bear, 
said Williams, who gleefully 
told the story to The Smith-

• Continued from p. 1

Bear

The seized cell phone 
also contained photos of  
women who appeared to be 
under the age of  18, accord-
ing to the affidavit. 

So far, there have been 
no arrests made as the 

• Continued from p. 1

Photos

Don’t feed the bear!
 Do not feed the bear, or bears, at Windsor Castle 

Park under any circumstances, advised biologist Pete 
Acker with the Virginia Department of  Game and In-
land Fisheries. The goal is to get the bear to move on 
elsewhere, and if  it becomes necessary, a trap will be 
set. If  the bear becomes too habituated and a threat to 
people, the last resort is to destroy it, said Acker.  Also, 
it is illegal to feed bears year-round, he added.

field Times.
The bear, described as a 

“sub-adult” weighing in at 
a mere 50-pounds according 
to an estimate by Acker, 
reared up. 

Dave reared up in re-
sponse and the bear backed 
off, said Williams. 

So far, no one has found 
the goat, alive or dead, said 
Williams.

Acker said it’s unlikely 
the bear killed the goat, 
given his status as a year-

and-a-half  old male recently 
kicked out by his momma 
and trying to find a new 
territory to call his own. 

“He’s young and dumb 
like we’ve all been before,” 
said Acker. 

Acker said his youthful 
lack of  knowledge and wis-
dom is likely what got him 
stuck at the park in the first 
place. 

Last year, the big attrac-
tion at the park was the 
sunflowers and they drew 
thousands. This year it’s 
the bear, as photos of  the 
bear have been shared all 
around town. 

Farmer Dean Stallings 
planted the sunflowers ear-
lier this year, but the fear-
less herd of  deer — now 
nearly tame enough to pet 
— chewed the tender little 
plants to the ground. They 
didn’t have a chance. 

Meanwhile, the bear oc-
cupation will get worse if  
the bear, or bears, become 
more accustomed to people, 
and worse, if  folks toss in a 
ham sandwich or two, said 
Acker. 

Acker advises people to 
not feed the bear under any 
circumstances. 

“That’s the progression 
we may be on and that’s 

what we need to watch,” 
said Acker.

The problem with mov-
ing the bear is that there is 
little area left uninhabited 
by another bear. 

If  DGIF moves the bear, 
he may get eaten by another 
bear or become a problem 
elsewhere, said Acker.

“Things won’t go well for 
him,” said Acker. 

began anew. At that time, 
the Board of  Supervisors 
favored the bridge.

Discussions at the time 
centered on concerns that 
haven’t changed — access 
to medical care and other 
services, as well as the pos-
sibility that a bridge would 
permanently alter the rural 
atmosphere of  the county. 

Tolls on the ferry were 
dropped in 1997, and in 2009, 
VDOT threatened to cut 
the hours and number of  
boats, but public opposition 
blocked that. 

Today, VDOT is in the 
process of  building a new 
ferryboat, the Powhatan, 
at a cost of  $24 million. The 
ferry costs about $12 million 
a year to operate, according 
to VDOT. 

The ferry transports 
about 2,500 vehicles a day, 
according to VDOT.

While the ferry system is 
firmly established, Edwards 
said that not giving a pos-
sible bridge consideration 
would be unfair to future 
generations. 

Holmes acknowledged 
that the question of  a bridge 
will have to be addressed.

Drewry is not opposed 
to the idea, but prefers get-
ting with the county’s state 
representatives. During 
the meeting, Drewry pre-

dicted, however, that the 
bridge would only happen 
when the population on 
Middle Peninsula grows 
and squeezes over, “like 
ketchup.” 

Sheriff ’s Office needs to 
identify more victims to 
bring appropriate charges, 
according to Potter. 

Those with information 
about this case can call the 
Crime Line at 1-800-Lock-
U-Up or the Isle of  Wight 
County Sheriff ’s Office at 
357-2151. 
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GHOSTS AND SAINTS EDUCATION
There won’t be a school 
bond referendum. Whether 
schools are improved is up 
to the supervisors.

— See page 5

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“ ”
The resounding voice of our com-
munity says no.

Volunteers launch 
weekend programs 
to aid historic sites in 
town.

— See page 11
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— Carrsville Supervisor Don Rosie
As Board voted against juvenile facility, p. 1

No juvies here
McCarty’s vote flip kills correctional center in IW
By Diana McFarland
Managing editor

After months of  bitter contro-
versy that had seemingly divided 
the county, it all boiled down to 
one vote, and it came from Isle 
of  Wight Board of  Supervisors 
Chairman William McCarty.

McCarty reversed his long-
standing support for a juvenile 
correctional center near Windsor 
and cast the deciding vote to kill 
the project. 

Isle of  Wight’s offer to host 
the facility on industrial develop-

ment land south of  Windsor had 
galvanized hundreds of  residents 
in opposition for nearly a year. 

Carrsville District Supervisor 
Don Rosie and Windsor District 
Supervisor Joel Acree had al-
ready voted in February against 
transferring county-owned prop-
erty to the state to build the pris-
on, and they again voted against 
the final terms of  the land trans-
fer Thursday.

McCarty’s surprise decision 
came in a series of  two votes. The 
first was to reject the terms that 

had been negotiated between the 
county and the Department of  Ju-
venile Justice. That was followed 
by another 3-2 vote by the Board 
to rescind its support for the sem-
inal project — part of  the DJJ’s  
overall plan to transform the way 
it rehabilitates youth in its care. 

Hardy District Supervisor 
Rudolph Jefferson and Smithfield 
District Supervisor Dick Grice 
voted in favor of  the terms and 
against rescinding support for 
the project. 

The votes came after the state 

offered to pay all but $50,000 for 
the water and sewer lines that 
would have run from Route 460 to 
the site, which was located about 
two miles south along Route 258. 

Originally, Isle of  Wight had 
offered $500,000 toward the cost, as 
well as donating 20 acres of  land 
valued at $200,000. 

Isle of  Wight County Adminis-
trator Randy Keaton also provid-
ed data on how much the county 
had given in incentives to other 
businesses in the intermodal 
park such as Cost Plus, Safco and 

Green Mountain, and how the DJJ 
facility came out ahead when the 
cost per job was computed. 

Keaton said it took nine years 
for the county to recoup the incen-
tives it gave to CostPlus. 

Other concessions offered by 
the state included the possibility 
of  using an audible alert in the 
event of  an escape, and phasing 
in the staffing and inmates at the 
facility. 

The proposed 60-bed facili-

State inviting comment
on Cypress Bridge work

Cypress Creek Bridge, a vital town traffic artery, will be reduced to one lane for 
more than a year as VDOT rebuilds a deteriorating section of the span.

By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

VDOT is inviting questions 
and concerns from the public in 
the leadup to major repairs of  
the Cypress Creek Bridge, ac-
cording to VDOT Spokesperson 
Nina Napolitano.

If  inquiries can’t be satisfied, 
VDOT is willing to hold a public 
hearing on the topic, according to the depart-
ment. The deadline to request a public hearing 
is May 3.  

A sign has been erected next to the bridge 
with VDOT’s number — 956-3000 — and its 
purpose is to determine if  a public hearing on 
the project is something that the public wants, 
according to Napolitano. 

“It’s VDOT’s way of  saying, we’re planning 
a project here, and we have plans if  you’d like 
to see them,” she said.   

Cypress Creek Bridge is one of  the major 
entrances to Smithfield’s historic district, and 

support beams, bearings, side 
barriers and part of  the bridge 
deck will be a part of  the reha-
bilitation project, which resulted 
from VDOT’S Six -Year Improve-
ment Program, according to 
Napolitano.

The program is used by the 
Commonwealth Transportation 
Board to meet its annual state 

obligations pertaining to the funding of  inter-
state, primary, secondary and urban highway 
systems, public transit and other systems, 
according to VDOT.  

This project is expected to last 12 to 18 
months, tentatively, said Napolitano, adding 
that “there will be one lane open the entire time, 
and traffic moving in both directions” plus a 
temporary traffic signal in place. 

“We don’t anticipate any major road clo-
sures, since traffic will be moving during the 

By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

The Isle of  Wight County 
schools door lock controversy 
continues to smolder as the state 
fire marshal says they are illegal 
and the county building inspector 
says they are not. 

State Fire Marshal Brian Mc-
Graw maintains that Isle of  Wight 
County Schools’ door locking 
barricades — called Nightlocks 
— are still in violation of  the fire 
code, as they were when the first 
notices of  violation were sent 
back in August.  

“Those notices of  violation are 
still in effect,” said McGraw in a 
phone interview on April 19, later 
adding, “I don’t see a situation in 
which we would be in agreement 
with approving the use of  this 
type of  device.” 

McGraw would not say what 
the original notices stated exactly 
as a violation, but that it had to do 

Sch. door lock
controversy
continues
Fire marshal says notice of
violation remains in force

with proper means of  evacuation 
or “egress.”

Isle of  Wight County Direc-
tor of  Inspections Art Berkley 
maintains that the door locks are 
allowed and cites State Technical 
Review Board cases to back up 
his decision. 

While the locks were approved 
by Berkley several weeks ago and 
have already been reinstalled at 
Carrsville, Hardy and Windsor 
elementary schools, McGraw said 
that the Fire Marshal’s office is 
the final authority on the state 
fire code. 

“There’s a building code and a 
fire code. Yes, a building official 
in a locality has authority for 
enforcement of  the building code, 
but the fire marshal has authori-
ty to enforce the fire code,” said 
McGraw.  

“We were not involved in the 

Newest town target
is non-profits’ signs
By Diana McFarland
Managing editor

Nonprofits are the latest targets in Smithfield’s purge — the 
removal, and sometimes destruction — of  temporary signs in 
the town. This latest round comes after some business owners 
were shocked to see a town employee taking their feather signs 
without notice. 

Smithfield Mayor Carter Williams admits that the whole sign 
controversy has devolved into a “sticky wicket,” and the Town 
Council now plans to formally address the issue this month at 
the committee level.  

Many nonprofits and business owners are simply confused 
because the town’s rules on temporary signs are not well known, 
nor have they apparently been widely enforced until recently. 

The Smithfield Woman’s Club became upset because town 
staff  took their event signs and destroyed them without notice, 
said member Diane Hill. 

Hill admits that that signs in Smithfield had gotten out of  
control, but thinks that town staff  could have at least told them 

Property value hikes vary
By Diana McFarland
Managing editor

The Town of  Windsor experi-
enced the largest overall increase 
in residential property reassess-
ment values throughout Isle of  
Wight County, according to Isle of  
Wight Commissioner of  Revenue 
Gwaltney.

Single-family homes with-
in the town limits went up an 

average of  11 percent overall, 
compared to 2 percent in the 
Town of  Smithfield, according to 
Gwaltney, who provided the Board 
of  Supervisors with an overview 
of  the reassessment results at a 
Thursday work session. 

Windsor Town Manager Mi-
chael Stallings said the town has 
had some new houses built on 
existing lots, but no new major 
subdivisions. 

Homes in the Windsor magis-
terial district, which includes the 
area south of  the town, went up 

an average of  7 percent, followed 
by the Newport area at 6 percent 
and Hardy at 5 percent. 

The three magisterial districts 
are not the same as the county’s 
five voting districts. 

Townhouses and condomini-
ums in the Town of  Smithfield, 
however, jumped an average of  
16 percent from the last reassess-
ment. 

Gwaltney mentioned one con-
dominium development, The 

• See PROPERTY, p. 7
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Villas, where values went 
up 18 percent overall — and 
were the direct result of  
recent sales. 

The assessors defined 
160 neighborhoods in the 
county, and looked at sales 
in those neighborhoods 
within a 10-12 month period, 
Gwaltney said. 

Agricultural property 
in the Windsor magisterial 
district also increased more 
than the rest of  the county, 
at 16 percent, compared to 
2 percent in Hardy and 4 
percent in Newport. 

Gwaltney said most ag-
ricultural land in Isle of  
Wight is under the land use 
program, and reassessment 
value changes do not direct-
ly affect those properties. 
However, Virginia Tech, 
which sets values annually, 
is planning to increase val-
ues of  land values for that 
program and landowners 
will be notified, said Gwalt-
ney. 

Windsor District Super-
visor Joel Acree said during 
a recent work session that 
he had heard a rumor that 
the county was planning to 
do away with the land use 
program. That rumor has 
turned out to be just that — 
a rumor that had its origins 
in a casual conversation 
among a group of  residents. 
Isle of  Wight County staff  
was unaware of  such a plan. 

Land use valuation was 
established in Virginia in 
1972 and allows eligible land 
to be taxed on its use rather 
than its fair market value, 
according to Virginia Tech. 
Fair market value is the 
price property will bring 
when offered for sale, while 
use value is based on the 
use being made of  it, such 
as growing crops. It also in-
cludes estimated earnings 
derived from the property. 

Other properties, such 
as houses, are reassessed at 

fair market value. 
Overall, property values 

in Isle of  Wight went up an 
average of  4 percent and 
represented nearly 21,000 
parcels. Residential proper-
ties went up an average of  
5 percent, multi-family up 
1 percent, commercial up 2 
percent and agriculture up 
5 percent. 

Despite the fervor gener-
ated by this year’s reassess-
ment, the county experi-
enced more appeals in 2015, 
when values remained flat, 
Gwaltney said. 

In 2015, there were 500 
administrative appeals, 
compared to 451 this year, 
said Gwaltney. 

Property owners have 
three ways to challenge a 
reassessment valuation — 
through an administrative 
appeal, going to the Board 
of  Equalization or going to 
Circuit Court. 

The administrative ap-
peal period ended Friday, 
while the Board of  Equal-
ization meets from July 1 
though June 30, 2020. Prop-
erty owners can also go 
directly to circuit court. 

After the last reassess-
ment, only one property 
owner took its case to cir-
cuit court and it was a cor-
poration, said Gwaltney. 

The appeal, filed by In-
ternational Paper, was dis-
missed. 

before taking the signs, said 
Hill.

“They destroyed our pri-
vate property. Our signs are 
made professionally by VA 
Displays on (South) Church 
Street and we pay to get 
them done well,” said Hill 
in an email. 

Hill said the town took 
its plant sale signs, but the 
Club was able to keep its 
A-frame signs. 

A few weeks ago, some 
Smithfield business owners 
were convinced that a thief  
was on the loose, as a town 
staffer drove around and 
removed their $300-plus 
feather signs without no-
tice. One business owner’s 
daughter — who jumped 
in her car to chase the un-
known sign-taker — ended 
up in a minor automobile 
collision with the town 
staffer in the midst of  the 
confusion. 

The feather signs were 
returned to the business 
owners. Hill is upset that 
the Woman’s Club was not 
afforded the same courtesy. 

“They decided they 
would enforce the ‘codes’ 
but they could have done 

it in a better way. This is 
a small town and we try to 
work together and help each 
other,” said Hill. 

“This was quite a learn-
ing process. Hope the town 
manager (Brian Thrower) 
will be kind enough to give 
people a heads up when they 
are breaking the rules. The 
Woman’s Club of  Smithfield 
tries to do right when we are 
informed,” she said. 

Mary Cole, founder of  
Sundays at Four, and more 
recently, the upcoming 
Ghosts and Saints of  Olde 
Towne Smithfield, dashed 
out to save her signs when 
she heard that a purge was 
underway. 

Cole had A-frame signs 
in front of  Taste of  Smith-
field, as well as Christ Epis-
copal Church advertising 
Sundays at Four and Ghosts 
and Saints of  Olde Town 
Smithfield. 

Cole was told by town 
staff  that she had to fill out 
an application that included 
signatures from each prop-
erty owner where she want-
ed to place a sign, which 
she did. 

The application for an 
A-frame sign in front of  
Taste of  Smithfield was 

rejected, said Cole. 
If  Cole’s sign was in 

front of  the restaurant, 
then Taste of  Smithfield’s 
A-frame had to go, accord-
ing to Smithfield Planning 
and Zoning Administrator 
John Settle in an email to 
Cole. 

Only one A-frame sign 
is allowed per business or 
property, said Thrower. 

In frustration,  Cole 
wrote a letter to Smithfield 
Mayor Carter Williams. 

“These nonprofit signs 
are usually up about a 
month, or less, in advance 
of  an event, then they are 
removed. I agree, that to 
litter our town with signs 
is not acceptable. However, 
the existing rules that are in 
place are not flexible and do 
not support these nonprof-
its, or businesses, which 
depend daily on signs for 
their attraction to visitors,” 
wrote Cole. 

Williams agreed that 
this particular method of  
enforcing the town’s or-
dinance wasn’t the best 
for community relations, 
but the signs were out of  
control.

“It looked as tacky as the 
dickens,” he said, adding 
that in addition to the feath-
er signs, the town was espe-
cially incensed over what it 
calls “bandit” signs — small 
signs that advertise gutter 
cleaning or mulch and just 
have a phone number. 

Those go up under the 
cover of  darkness and are 
not taken down, said Wil-
liams. 

Williams said the town 
was trying to be fair — if  
it took down the “bandit” 
signs, it needed to take all 
of  them down. 

Williams said this en-
forcement hurts him too, as 
he belongs to several orga-
nizations, including Benn’s 
United Methodist Church 
and VFW Post 8545, which 
also put up signs. 

Those signs are vital 
to bring in people that, in 
turn, help the community, 
he said, adding that the 
clubs he belongs to have 

been “bending his ear.”  
VFW Post 8545 puts out 

signs for its twice-a-month 
breakfasts, and organizer 
Howard Hinnant said they 
are now working with Wil-
liams on getting a permit. 

Williams said that in the 
case of  the VFW, the signs 
go up the Monday before the 
Saturday breakfast and are 
taken down after it’s over. 

Meanwhile, the fence at 
the VDOT parking lot is cov-
ered in banners announcing 
a variety of  events — from 
a cemetery open house to a 
tractor pull — and permis-
sion to post them seems to 
vary.

Isle of  Wight Fair Com-
mittee Chairman Danny 
Byrum said he gets the per-
mit from VDOT, since that 
agency owns the property. 

Todd Ballance with His-
toric St. Luke’s said they got 
their permit from the town. 

J a k e  B r o w d e r  o f  
Browder’s Fresh Pickins’ 
checked into it and found 
out that commercial signs 
— in his case for strawber-
ries — were not allowed 
there and he has since re-
moved his banner. 

Over at the intersection 
of  Battery Park and Nike 
Park roads, another hot 
spot for banners, Optimist 
President Michael Murphy 
said they got their permit 
from the town. 

Murphy said the prob-
lem stems from people not 
knowing how all this works 
and added that more com-
munication is needed. 

VDOT does maintain 
the commuter lot and its 
permit application must be 
accompanied by documen-
tation by the locality that all 
approvals and permissions 
have been granted, accord-
ing to VDOT spokesperson 
Nina Napolitano. 

VDOT does not maintain 
the intersection at Battery 
Park and Nike Park roads, 
as that is under the Town 
of  Smithfield’s jurisdiction, 
said Napolitano. 

Williams said the feather 
sign issue first appeared 
in the spring 2018 town 

newsletter, “The Municipal 
Mailer.” It was on page four 
under “Code Compliance 
Corner,” and included a 
small, rather vague graphic 
of  three feather signs. The 
entry did not state that the 
signs would be removed, 
only that they are popular 
and then went on to de-
scribe the ordinance.

“… and we look forward 
to working with you to ob-
tain the required feather 
flag permits.” 

The sign issue did not 
reappear until the most re-
cent “Mailer,” which came 
out after the feather sign 
controversy erupted. In 
that newsletter, Williams 
mentioned feather signs in 
the fifth paragraph in his 
“Letter from the Mayor,” 
and apologized for the in-
convenience the sweep had 
caused. The feather flags 
were again included in the 
Codes Compliance Corner, 
but there was no mention of  
them being taken without 
notice. 

There was also nothing 
in either newsletter about 
other types of  temporary 
signs being a problem or 
that enforcement was im-
minent.  

Williams said the town 
did not have enough staff  
to personally notify every-
one that their signs could 
be taken. 

“We’re understaffed,” 
he said. 

Williams was reminded 
that the town has a news-
paper to help inform res-
idents, but at that point 
shifted to talking about the 
town newsletter as the place 
that residents get their offi-
cial town information.

The plan to crack down 
on temporary signs in the 
town was hatched during 
a recent Town Council re-
treat. However, how that en-
forcement would be carried 
out was not discussed, said 
Town Council members 
Beth Haywood and Valerie 
Butler after the first dust-up 
over the business feather 
signs. 

In the end, it seems that 

most folks are unaware of  
the rules and are generally 
confused about them. 

Browder said the town 
had gone over all the rules 
concerning signs and he 
found them to be confusing 
and hard to follow. 

The ordinance needs 
some work, he said, adding 
that most people find their 
way to his farm from his 
signs. 

The town ordinance on 
signs is lengthy and covers 
all types — from perma-
nent business signs to “… 
all other flutter, spinning, 
inflatable or similar type 
signs …” — the latter of  
which is under the prohib-
ited category. 

In the case of  temporary 
signs and banners, certain 
types can be put up no more 
than 14 days prior to the 
event and must be removed 
no more than seven days 
later. Temporary signs can 
be put up for a maximum 
of  30 consecutive days and 
removed for 30 days before 
being put up again and 
that’s only for three months 
of  the year.  

The $10 temporary sign 
fee can be waived for bona 
fide nonprofits, according to 
the ordinance. 

The sign ordinance isn’t 
new — it is dated Sept. 1, 
1998. 

Thrower encourages 
businesses and civic groups 
to apply for a sign permit, 
and that the town will con-
tinue to remove those lo-
cated in the right-of-way 
without a permit. 

“Interested parties may 
contact John Settle, plan-
ning and zoning adminis-
trator at 365-4200 should 
they have questions re-
garding the temporary sign 
ordinance.  The town appre-
ciates everyone’s assistance 
and cooperation with this 
beautification and safety 
initiative,” said Thrower.  

Those wanting to put a 
banner at the VDOT com-
muter lot can contact the 
Franklin Residency at 757-
346-3072. 

Not us, says McCarty
By Diana McFarland
Managing editor

Isle of  Wight County Board of  Supervisors Chair-
man William McCarty appeared concerned that resi-
dents may believe the Board has a direct hand in the 
reassessment process.

McCarty brought up the issue for a second time 
during a recent work session. 

McCarty gave an example of  the notion that the 
Board views the reassessment rates before they are 
released. 

Isle of  Wight Commissioner of  Revenue Gerald 
Gwaltney said the last thing the Board needs is to be 
involved in the reassessment.Virginia state law man-
dates property reassessments, and the Board’s only role 
is to approve the third party assessor, said Gwaltney. 

In this case, Isle of  Wight uses Wampler-Eanes Ap-
praisal Group of  Danville, a company it has used for 
more than 10 years. Gwaltney’s office is responsible 
for facilitating the process. 

The Board is not involved in setting values, nor does 
it ask that raise values to a certain amount to achieve 
various goals, he said. 

“It’s completely independent,” said Gwaltney. 

Property

Honor society
Noah Clay Pye of  Wind-

sor and Jamarie Wrenn of  
Smithfield were recently 
inducted into the Alpha 
Lambda Delta honor soci-
ety at Chowan University. 
Alpha Lambda Delta is an 
honor society founded in 
1924 to recognize outstand-
ing first-year students. Stu-
dents must have a 3.5 GPA 
or higher and be in the top 
twenty percent in their 
class to be considered for 
membership.
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TO COMPETE SEASON BEGINS
The holiday season begins 
in Smithfield Friday with the 
annual Christmas tree lighting 
and more.

— See page 9

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“ ”
The Smithfield Pop 
Warner cheer squad is 
headed to nationals.

— See page 12
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By Frederic Lee 
Staff  writer

Isle of  Wight County officials are look-
ing at raising the real estate tax rate by 
5-cents to fund the replacement of  two 
elementary schools in the county.

If  enacted, the tax rate would increase 
from 85 to 90-cents per $100 in assessed 
value — a $125 increase a year in taxes for 
the median-priced house in Isle of  Wight, 
valued at $250,000. 

It would also create an additional $2.4 
million in revenue annually if  the county 

population remains stagnant, according 
to James E. Sanderson with financial con-
sulting firm Davenport and Company LLC.

The 5-cent real estate tax increase 
was discussed Monday in a joint capital 
improvements plan committee meeting 
between members of  the county’s Board 
of  Supervisors, School Board and county 
and school division staff. 

The additional revenue from a real 

Have a wish list for Santa 
Claus? Send it to The Smith-
field Times and not only will 
it be forwarded to the jolly old 
elf  himself, but it will also be 
printed in the Dec. 25 issue of  
the newspaper. The Smithfield 
Times invites Isle of  Wight 
and Surry county children to 
send in their letters to Santa, 
as well as original art, for 
publication in the paper. 

The deadline is Thursday, 
Dec. 19 at noon. 

Letters can be emailed to 
news@smithfieldtimes.com 
or mailed to “Santa,” c/o The 
Smithfield Times, PO Box 366, 
Smithfield Va., 23431 or can be 
delivered in person to the spe-
cial Santa mailbox at the office 
at 228 Main St. in downtown 
Smithfield. 

By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

The hunt for the grave of  Ar-
thur Smith IV  — the man who 
founded the Town of  Smithfield 
in 1752 — may now include a DNA 
test from graves at Windsor Castle 
Park and funding from the town. 

Smithfield Mayor Carter Wil-
liams briefed Town Council on the 
ongoing project to locate Smith or 
possible descendants at a recent 
town committee meeting, reviv-
ing the effort that began several 
years ago.  

“We really need to know where 
the founder of  the town is buried,” 
said Williams in an interview on 
Nov. 22, adding that the knowledge 
would enhance the town. 

The only way to know defin-
itively is to test the DNA of  the 
grave’s contents compared to 
a living descendent of  Smith 

By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

The Smithfield Town Council 
is taking preemptive steps to con-
trol a potential influx of  shared 
electric scooters, or “e-scooters.”

According to town officials, 
if  an ordinance is not adopted 
before Jan. 1, the town of  Smith-
field will not be able to regulate 
e-scooters in the future. 

Town Attorney Bill Riddick 
is putting together legislation 
that the Smithfield Town Council 
was expected to vote on Tuesday 
that would require companies to 
obtain a license from the town in 
order to operate in Smithfield.

The proposed ordinance is 
being modeled after what Riddick 
called a “pretty basic” ordinance 
already in place in James City 
County.

Virginia code section 46.2-
1315 allows localities to create 
regulations around the use of  
e-scooters in their jurisdictions, 
such as requiring companies to 
have a license, but also lists a Jan. 
1, 2020 deadline for jurisdictions 
to adopt one. 

Following that, e-scooter com-
panies will have “free range” 

By Diana McFarland
Editor

This year’s record-breaking 
attendance at the Isle of  Wight 
County Fair was accompanied 
by two main complaints — the 
lack of  permanent restrooms and 
bleachers. 

Other problems included dif-
ficulty in internet service for 
vendors and a lack of  shade, ac-
cording to Isle of  Wight County 
Fair Committee Chairman Danny 
Byrum during a recent presenta-
tion to the Board of  Supervisors. 

“Nobody likes our toilets,” said 
Byrum of  the porta-potties used at 
the fairgrounds. 

This year the distaste was 
compounded by a constant lack of  
toilet paper and malfunctioning 
locks. Also, there was an indi-
vidual, or individuals, throwing 
whole rolls of  toilet papers into 
the waste areas of  the porta pot-
ties, he said.

As a result, when workers went 
to pump the potties, it clogged the 
hoses, said Byrum.

“It was happening all over,” 
he said. 

For the Duke Automotive 
Stage, the fair committee rents 
bleachers, but these are inade-
quate, said Byrum. 

5-cent tax hike eyed for schools
estate hike could be used to help fund the 
debt service on two additional schools, 
each hypothetically costing $32 million.  

The $32 million construction cost stems 
from a study by Alpha Corp. that pins the 
replacement of  Hardy Elementary School 
at $31.8 million. County Administrator 
Randy Keaton said that that figure was 
extrapolated to serve as a cost estimate for 
the replacement of  Westside Elementary 

School. 
County officials are leaning towards 

the replacement of  Hardy Elementary in 
coming years, while not as firm in terms 
of  whether to renovate or replace Westside 
Elementary.   

That being said, the actual cost to build 
a new Hardy Elementary School won’t be 
known until the school division has hired 
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through coordination with the 
Smithsonian Museum, according 
to Williams. 

Smith’s great grandfather was 
the original owner of  the Windsor 
Castle property, and has a line of  
descendants that were involved 
in Virginia government and the 
military in the 17th and 18th 
centuries, according to a status 
report on the project provided by 
Williams. 

Prior to 1637, the area was oc-
cupied by the Warraskoyack tribe, 
according to the report.   

Williams said that he’s been 
working on the project for several 
years, and that there’s a tomb-
stone that’s been found at the 
park that seems like it “probably” 
belongs to Smith because of  its 
material. 

Jennifer England, director of  
the Isle of  Wight County Museum, • See DNA, p. 3

Hunting down Arthur Smith’s  DNA 

Staff photo by Frederic Lee

Staff photo by Frederic Lee

• See SCOOTERS, p. 5

• See FAIR, p. 5

The graves of Arthur Smith Whitehead and Richard Goodwin, located 
on the grounds of Windsor Castle Park are thought to be the final 
resting place for relatives of Arthur Smith IV.

“We really need to know where the founder of 
the town is buried.” 

—Mayor Carter Williams

said that the process to scout out 
potential gravesites at Windsor 
Castle Park included the use of  
ground penetrating radar, which 
was conducted by Tim Horsley, 
managing director of  Horsley 
Archeological Prospection, LLC. 

The preliminary report shows 
more than 40 possible graves at 
Windsor Castle Park, with two 
evident tombstones and one foot-
stone located in an old cemetery 
at the park.

Black Friday and Shop Small Saturday were just the beginning of Christmas events in Smithfield. 
For more, see page 9. Cammy and Ryan Fraser admire a tree decorated with pink bird ornaments 
at Wharf Hill Antiques on Friday.

For median house in Isle of Wight, increase would be about $10.50 a  month

It’s like we’re working against 
an enemy. 

 — William Lietner 
of Lietner and Son Inc. 

at an IW contractor’s forum



Letters
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near their top, were easily 
blown over.

The solution, in our day, 
was to cut the tops off  stalks 
just above the corn ears. 
“Cuttin’ tops” was one of  
August’s more disagreeable 
chores. 

The tops were cut with 
sharp, long-bladed knives. 
Everything from machet-
es to long-bladed butcher 
knives were employed. My 
brother even made a pair for 
us in the school shop, using 
discarded saw blades that 
were fashioned into knives. 
They were lightweight, held 
an edge and were deadly on 
corn tops.

A cornfield, with drying 
corn fodder meeting in the 
balks, was a particularly 
nasty place to be on a hot 
and muggy August day. 

If  there were any air stir-
ring, it was usually blocked 
by the corn, and the drying 
stalks created a humid at-
mosphere that compounded 
the heat of  summer’s final 
month.

And then, there were 
corn fodder worms, evil lit-
tle things that fell off  stalks 
onto your neck. They could 

sting as bad as a wasp or 
bee, leaving red welts that 
looked — and felt — for all 
the world like a hot coal had 
landed on you. 

They are actually known 
as saddleback caterpillars, 
but we associated them 
with the corn fodder where 
many of  them resided, and 
thus gave them the “fodder” 
name.

It was in the middle of  
a large cornfield that my 
father instructed several 
of  us young top cutters in 
the ancient art of  fodder 
harvest.

We had stopped to take 
a breather and he said “Let 
me show you something.” 

He then began stripping 
corn fodder off  stalks, roll-
ing it up, and tying it with 
another strip of  fodder. This 
little package of  fodder was 
then tucked behind a corn 
ear before he moved on 
down the row to do another.

He explained that in his 
youth (he was born in 1900) 
all the Edwards children 
who were big enough to 
help, were put in the corn 
fields to strip and save fod-
der. The fodder was left to 

• Continued from p. 2

Rows

Now, we have a commuting 
issue at the bridge. Route 17 
is gridlock any time after 
3 p.m. 

Speaking of  develop-
ments, in my opinion, 
Benn’s Grant is a perfect 
example of  building on 
the smallest lot possible 
with the cheapest materials 
which code allows. This is 
truly ‘Vinyl-Siding City.’ Do 
we know how to say ‘ghetto’ 
in 10 years?

The quality of  the Gat-
ling Pointe community is 
the standard we are look-
ing for when development 
is proposed. Nothing less. 
Greedy developers are the 
enemy here. To them, mak-
ing the most money possi-
ble is all that matters. After 
they have ruined our coun-
ty, they will slither away to 
some other location.

R.K. Redlin
Smithfield

Stick a finger in 
Northam’s eye

Editor, Smithfield Times,
A local newspaper editor 

referred to the citizens ap-
pearing at the Isle of  Wight 
Board of  Supervisors as 
acting in “fear.” How wrong 
can one be! This is action 
by citizens to get in front 
of  any General Assembly 
legislative action that may 
be attempted to “infringe” 
on citizens’ 2nd Amend-
ment rights as set in “our” 
U.S. Constitution. In today’s 
crazy PC-world, better to be 
proactive than reactive, I’ve 
always thought.

As I’ve said, “... in 1776, 
American colonists (British 
subjects) stuck their fingers 
in King Georg III’s eyes and 
took up arms to create this 
constitutional republic.” 
Now we, in 2019, through 
this 2nd Amendment Sanc-
tuary initiative, “we are 
symbolically sticking our 
fingers in Gov. Northam’s 
and the General Assem-
bly members’ eyes,” who 
would think about taking 

legislative action to weaken 
citizens’ 2nd Amendment 
rights. Washington and Jef-
ferson each had some very 
profound remarks about 
a well-armed citizenry for 
the survival of  our USA 
and the 2nd Amendment, 
“When government takes 
away citizens’ right to bear 
arms, it becomes citizens 
‘duty to take away govern-
ment’s right to govern.” 
TJ had words to this effect, 
“the best deterrent against 
a tyrannical government 
is a well-armed citizenry”.

Jan. 20, 2020, a Monday, 
is “lobby day” at the Gen-
eral Assembly. I’m hoping 
so many citizens show up 
that it causes the ‘GenAssy’ 
building’s authorized ca-
pacity to be exceeded, re-
sulting in the building shut-
ting down. Wouldn’t that be 
a hoot! Meanwhile, we will 
continue to bring influence 
to bear on our Board of  
Supervisors to send this 
2nd Amendment Sanctuary 
message from “our” Isle of  
Wight to Richmond.

Herb DeGroft
Smithfield

Thank you
Editor, Smithfield Times,

On behalf  of  Providen-
tial Credit Care Manage-
ment Inc. (PCCMI) Board 
of  Directors, and myself, 
we thank you and appreci-
ate The Smithfield Times 
for your handling of  our 
advertisement for our Vet-
erans Day celebration, held 
on Nov. 10, 3-6 p.m. at the 
Smithfield Center. We tru-
ly appreciated seeing the 
historical picture of  the 
African American female 
soldiers who were members 
of  the 6888th Central Postal 
Directory Bn in WWII. PC-
CMI is also grateful for the 
hard work displayed by our 
caterer from the Smithfield 
High School Culinary Arts 
Class, under the leadership 
of  Chef  William Cousins. 
They did an excellent job 
preparing the food, so much 
so, that compliments about 
the delicious meal have not 

stopped.  PCCMI also thank 
the wonderful job rendered 
by Smithfield JROTC in the 
posting of  our flags, and 
assistance with the usher-
ing of  our guests to their 
seats, under the leadership 
of  1SG Marvin Hunter and 
Col. Peter Badoian.  Our 
program was a success also 
because of  the efforts and 
kindness of  The Smithfield 
Times going beyond the call 
of  duty to help us advertise 
our program.  We thank 
you and appreciate your 
kindness.

Barbara P. Wiggins
Smithfield

Pretend 
superiority
 Editor, Smithfield Times,

Re: “Grammar Police…” 
letter in last week’s Times.

OK, so who is this obnox-
ious, know-it-all, so-called 
“Jeffrey Stark” — if  that 
is his real name — from 
“Grafton” — wherever the 
heck that is? It’s certainly 
not in Isle of  Wight County!

Why does someone, who 
chooses not to live among 
us, presume to know more 
about English grammar 
than we do? Oh, the arro-
gance of  pretended supe-
riority! And, his pointed 
reference to all of  us as 
“local yokels” reveals his 
disdain for us Southsiders!

Dear “Jeff” — mind your 
own business! You who 
live way over there on that 
over-crowded, over-built 
and over-developed Penin-
sula should spare us happy, 
rural Isle of  Wighters your 
pompous opinions!

If  you think you know 
more about English gram-
mar than we do,  then 
come move over here, live 
amongst us, and then may-
be, just maybe, we may 
give some credence to your 
annoying letters!

PS: Jeff  could possibly 
make up for some of  his 
impudence by attending 
the Dec. 2 Carrollton Civic 
League meeting. We’ll see.

Albert Burckard
Carrollton 

dry and then collected and 
taken to a barn where it 
was stored, as the corn ears 
would be later on. It was an 
early and rather crude form 
of  silage.

I watched as my father 
deftly stripped, tied and 
tucked small piles of  fodder 
onto stalks and was begin-
ning to be concerned that 
he might have come up with 
another August chore.

I finally mustered the 
nerve to ask if  were were 
going to do that, and got 
a quick and definitive re-
sponse

“Hell no. I swore when I 
grew up I’d never pull fod-
der again,” he said. “I just 
thought you ought to know 
how it was done.”

I can still visualize that 
little lesson on a hot Au-
gust day, and believe that, 
pushed to do so, I could 
hang fodder to this day. 
Of  course, it’s a worthless 
piece of  information for 
the 21st century, but by 
taking the time to show 
us, he guaranteed that an 
ancient farm task wouldn’t 
be forgotten for at least one 
more generation.

By David L. Hudson Jr.
Whether or not Presi-

dent Donald J. Trump sup-
ports freedom of  speech 
may depend on one’s po-
litical views and whether 
or not one supports or 
opposes his policies. But 
one thing is certain — the 
First Amendment has pro-
tected the president and 
his sometimes over-the-top 
rhetoric.

Two legal cases prove 
the point. Consider first the 
case of  Clifford v. Trump, 
a case in which Stephanie 
Clifford, better known as 
porn star Stormy Daniels, 
sued President Trump for 
tweets he made about her.

Clifford alleged that she 
engaged in intimate rela-
tions with the president 
years ago. Even more in-
terestingly, she contended 
that she faced threats from 
an unknown man who 
threatened that she better 
leave Trump alone. Years 
later, Clifford worked with 
a sketch artist to supposed-
ly create a facial likeness 
of  this unknown person.

Sound a little hazy? 
President Trump certainly 
thought so and tweeted in 
his typical blunt fashion: 
“A sketch years later about 
a non-existent man. A total 
con job, playing the fake 
news media for fools (but 
they know)!”

Clifford was none too 
pleased with the tweets 
and claimed they im-
pugned her integrity. She 
sued for defamation. In 

response, the president 
claimed that her lawsuit 
was a SLAPP suit – a stra-
tegic lawsuit against public 
participation, or a case 
designed to thwart his free-
dom of  speech.

A federal district court 
agreed to dismiss her suit 
under Califor nia’s an-
ti-SLAPP law. The key to the 
ruling was that the federal 
district court determined 
that Trump’s statements 
were rhetorical hyperbole 
— loose, figurative language 
that does not really consti-
tute a false statement of  
fact.  The court concluded 
that the president’s emo-
tionally-charged language 
was hyperbole, not defa-
mation.

The second case was 
Nwanguma v. Trump, which 
arose out of  a Trump cam-
paign rally in Louisville, 
Ky., in November 2016. 
During the rally, Trump 
spoke for about 35 minutes. 
A few protestors showed 
up. Then-candidate Trump 
exclaimed, “Get ’em out of  
here.” In response, mem-
bers of  the audience as-
saulted the protestors and 
physically removed them.

The protestors later sued 
Trump, claiming that his 
speech incited imminent 
lawless action, an unpro-
tected category of  speech 
traced back to the U.S. Su-
preme Court’s decision in 
Brandenburg v. Ohio (1969).

A federal district court 
allowed this claim to pro-
ceed, but a three-judge pan-

el of  the U.S. Court of  Ap-
peals for the Sixth Circuit 
reversed and ruled in favor 
of  Trump.

The appeals court point-
ed out that Trump also 
specifically said, “Don’t 
hurt ’em” in reference to 
the protestors. “If  words 
have any meaning, the 
admonition, ‘Don’t hurt 
’em’ cannot be reasonably 
construed as an urging to 
‘Hurt ’em’” the appeals 
court wrote.  

The court concluded 
that Trump’s speech “is 
protected and therefore 
not actionable as an incite-
ment to riot.”

The First Amendment 
protects much speech that 
may annoy, offend and 
even harm. It often pro-
tects all of  us, including 
the president.

David L. Hudson Jr. is 
a First Amendment Fellow 
at the Freedom Forum In-
stitute, and a law professor 
at Belmont University who 
publishes widely on First 
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First Amendment” (Now 
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First Amendment books, in-
cluding “The First Amend-
ment: Freedom of  Speech” 
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First Amendment has protected 
President Donald Trump
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Williams said that the 
cost to complete this project 
is tentatively estimated at 
$35,000, but would depend 
on what type of  deals the 
Smithsonian Museum has 
to offer in terms of  DNA 
testing. If  the first grave 
that is exhumed ends up 
containing the bones of  
Smith, Williams said that 
would end the project.  

The cemetery is rough-
ly 200 yards northeast of  
the Windsor Castle manor 
house, situated on a rise 
overlooking Cypress Creek 
and about 1,500 square feet 
in size. 

One of  the tombstones 
bears the name Arthur 
Smith Whitehead, 1882-
1921, and the other, Richard 
Goodwin, 1830-1870. 

England said the White-
heads were related to the 
Smiths. 

Two unidentified graves 
also rest at the site, one with 
a brick vault and covered 

on the surface with mortar, 
and another grave built 
of  slate, according to the 
report. 

Williams thinks that 
there’s a good chance that 
the slate grave is Smith’s, 
since it’s built of  expensive 
material from England that 
would only be available to 
the affluent. 

A permit from the Vir-
ginia Department of  His-
toric Resources is required 
to excavate a grave, and that 
permit is based on factors 
including the disposition 
of  the human remains and 
family consent, among oth-
ers, according to the report. 

The slate grave was “re-
discovered” by the Isle of  
Wight Historical Society 
in 2004. 

In addition to those 
four gravesites, the ground 
penetrating radar report 
shows 41 other spots at the 
old cemetery that may be 
gravesites. 

According to a project 
status report, ground pen-

etrating radar is used in 
archeological geophysics to 
detect and map subsurface 
archeological artifacts, fea-
tures and patterning. 

Williams said that he’s 
been working on this proj-
ect for about three years 
and, after coming up short 
in terms of  people who’d 
like to donate to the effort, 
he’s now planning to ask 
Town Council to fund the 
project. 

Williams said that there 
are about $225,000 in tax 
credits realized from the 
Windsor Castle Park resto-
ration project that could be 
tapped for the project, but 
added that funding the proj-
ect and where that funding 
would come from would be 
a decision of  Town Council. 

England will give a pre-
sentation on the hunt for 
Smith’s grave at the Dec. 
17 Parks and Recreation 
committee meeting. 

A more extensive report 
from Horsley on the old 
cemetery is pending.
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VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. 
(AP) — A Navy sailor is 
dead after a man crashed 
into a security vehicle at a 
base in Virginia.

News outlets report that 
a male civilian driving at a 
high rate of  speed struck a 
security vehicle at a gate to 

Joint Expeditionary Base 
Fort Story on Saturday 
evening.

The crash injured the 
man and a Navy master-at-
arms. Both were transport-
ed to a local hospital.

The sailor, who the Navy 
has not yet identified, lat-

er died from injuries sus-
tained in the crash.

The civilian is in custody 
at the hospital.

Both the Naval Criminal 
Investigative Service and 
the Virginia Beach police 
are investigating the inci-
dent.

Sailor dead after high speed crash




