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Piggyback off Hume
Rappahannock residents

surrounding Flint Hill and 
Huntly should benefit from 
a massive 145-foot monopole 
tower tentatively approved 
for west of Hume to provide 
broadband and cellular 
service.

Proposed for Charles P. 
Fuller’s property at 5060
Leeds Manor Road, the tower
has won unanimous approval 
from the Fauquier County
Planning Commission. Up
next a vote by Fauquier
supervisors.

A special exception was
granted due to the tower’s
height, which also allows it 
to bypass a required wooded 
buffer. Fuller’s 15 acres are
open land.

The tower will have space
for multiple broadband and 
cellular providers. Verizon
Wireless already proposed a
dozen antennas. 

The proposed site is only 
8 miles by road from Huntly 
and 10 miles as the crow flies 
from Flint Hill.

Tuskegee postponed
The Scrabble School

Preservation Foundation
had planned to launch Black 
History Month this Saturday
by featuring Richard Baugh,
one of three sons of Lt. 
Colonel Howard Baugh,
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‘It’s being built for those who love visiting Sperryville . .

. and for others who haven’t realized they do yet’

By John McCaslin
Rappahannock News staff

It was an unusual gathering for such a
frosty Tuesday morning in Rappahannock 
County, as John and Beth Cappiali and 

their grown son “Little John” welcomed 
two distinct groups of people —  agreed 
beforehand to be kept separated — to inspect 
their frozen property seven miles east of 
Washington on Highway 211.

One group consisted of Rappahannock
County Administrator Garrey Curry, 
equipped with a camera, accompanied by
County Zoning Administrator Michelle 

See POST OFFICE, Page A6

Cappiali: ‘Whether I’ll ever be in 
compliance is like buying a lottery 

ticket, you have hope’
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Unique cast of 
characters makes 

early morning 
inspection in 

Amissville

BY JOHN MCCASLIN

Rappahannock County Administrator Garry Curry, Amissville resident John Cappiali, County 
Zoning Administrator Michelle Somers, and Rappahannock County Sheriff Connie Compton take 
an inspection tour early Tuesday morning of Cappiali's property and its contents.

‘WINTER IS 
A BEACH’ — 
ESPECIALLY WHEN 
IT’S THIS FRIGID! 
The Caribbean 
theme for the 
Rappahannock 
Benevolent Fund 
Dinner Saturday 
night helped warm 
up the fundraising, 
encouraged 
here by Union 
Bank & Trust 
officers (from 
left) Mike Leake 
and Jason Brady, 
with chairperson 
Theresa Wood. 
More on Page A2
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Rappahannock News staff
A group of residents of Ben 

Venue Road in Flint Hill long
opposed to Williams Tree Ser-
vice operating on the narrow 
historic byway finally got a 
hearing Jan. 23 before a coun-
ty board. Only to find out that
the board in question — the 
Board of Zoning Appeals — ac-
tually has limited authority to 
rule on appeals. 

In 2007, the county’s Board 
of Supervisors approved a 
special exception permit for 

Williams as a “Contractor's 
Offices, Shops and Materials
Storage Yards.” Section 170-8 
of the Rappahannock County
zoning ordinance defines this 
use as, “Establishments for 
the construction and/or repair 
of buildings, roads and utility 
lines; installation and servic-
ing of heating, cooling and 
electrical equipment; flooring;
painting, plumbing, roofing 
and tiling; and/or excavating.”

BZA hears Ben Venue residents’
complaints over Williams expansion

By John McCaslin
Rappahannock News staff

he historic town of 
Washington Post Office 
barely serves 300 
customers per day, yet 
one of the top U.S. Postal 

Service officials in the United 
States weighed in on its future 

location that now apparently will 
take it out of the county seat for 
the first time in 215 years.

Julie Moore, who until July 
2018 was the longtime Secretary 
of the United States Postal Service 
Board of Governors, wrote Dec. 
20, 2017 to USPS site selection 
specialist Rick Hancock that she 
received word from James C. 
Miller III, a former U.S. Postal 

Board Chairman and resident 
of Rappahannock County, that 
a “majority of the community” 
preferred that the post office be 
moved “outside the town limits.”

Despite Moore’s assertion, 
no survey was ever conducted 
by the U.S. Postal Service, the 
Washington Town Council, or 

By John McCaslin
Rappahannock News staff

The U.S. Postal Service says the decision is 
final to move the Washington Post Office into a 
new 3,000 square foot facility to be built two miles 
south of the county seat on Bank Road, just across 
from Union Bank & Trust.

North Carolina based USPS real estate spe-

It’s official: After 
215 years in county 
seat, Washington 
Post Office moving 
to highway

How Big Washington swiped Little Washington’s Post Office

In an email, Julie Moore, longtime Secretary of the United States 
Postal Service Board of Governors, inserted herself into the site 
selection process of the Washington Post Office, incorrectly stating 
that a “majority of the community” preferred that the post office be 
moved “outside the town limits.”

A top U.S. Postal Board 
official weighed in on site 
selection — prompted by 

an influential Rapp resident 
who was former chairman  

of the postal service 
governing body

See SWIPED, Page A6
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Winter is here, which 
means snow, ice, 
shoveling, and 

expensive heating bills. 
Here at  

Hidden Springs 
Senior Living,  

you can leave all those 
worries behind and 

allow yourself to relax 
and enjoy the beauty of 

winter. 
 

 

Call for a free  
personal tour today! 

Prices starting at $3,900 
 

(540) 636-2008 
 

973 Buck Mountain Rd. 
Bentonville, VA 22610 

www.hiddenspringsseniorliving.com 
 

NEW LONGARM QUILTER IN TOWN!

Owned & operated by George & Hilda Laing

Computerized longarm quilting using 
Gammill Statler machine with many designs

Edge to edge 1.5 cents per square inch

No job too small

Our commitment is to enhance your quilt

Quick turnaround time!!

Serving Culpeper, Fauquier, 
Rappahannock & surrounding counties

540.764.4178 • phantomquilters@gmail.com • www.phantomquilters.com

Edge to Edge 
Designs

Ken Estes, CB Johnson,
Bobby Jenkins & Jake Jenkins

RIVERSIDE AUTO SERVICE, LLC

Mechanical Repairs   State Inspections   Wrecker Service
More Than 30 Brands of Tires   Interstate Batteries Now in Stock!

Open M-F 8-5 • 27 Water St., Sperryville, VA • 540.987.8264

Rappahannock County 
government to determine 
citizen preferences for a 
future post office site. Miller 
acknowledged in a telephone 
interview Tuesday that the 
secretary’s statement was 
based on his own informal 
survey of bank customers and 
employees.

“It feels like a slap in 
the face to the residents 
of Washington and 
Rappahannock County when 
someone with the Postal 
Service in Washington, 
D.C., makes a decision and 
disregards the wishes of the 
local population,” Washington 
Mayor Fred Catlin said this 
week about Secretary Moore’s 
involvement in the site 
selection process.

“I received a call from 
former [Postal Board 
Chairman Miller], who 
wanted to make sure you 
were aware that quite a 
few in the community of 
Washington, VA are concerned 
that a new site selected for 
the Post Office might not be 
sufficient to include ample 
parking, access for larger 
vehicles, and be in a location 
that those who do not live in 
the town of Washington would 
find convenient,” Hancock 
was told by Moore, who was 
appointed Postal Board 
Secretary in April 2008 until 
her retirement last summer.

“I believe you are 
currently working on the 
site selection, and I have no 
doubt that you are listening 
to the community, but I told 
him [Miller] I’d pass on the 
comments,” she told Hancock, 
who from his Greensboro, 
N.C., office steers site 
selection of postal facilities 
throughout the southern 
region of the U.S.

Miller’s name in Moore’s 
letter was blacked out by 
the Postal Service before 
it was provided to the 
Rappahannock News. It was 
among several thousand 
pages of correspondence 
surrounding the future site 
of the Washington Post Office 
obtained by this newspaper 
under the Freedom of 
Information Act.

“He,” Moore told Hancock 
of Miller, “believes you are 
going to discuss the options 
with the city [sic] council on 
Jan. 8 [2018], and offered 
to further share the non-
town residents’ thoughts as 
he does not believe the city 
[sic] council speaks for the 
majority of the community.

“[Miller] would be happy 
to meet with you around that 
time if you think it would 
be helpful,” Secretary Moore 
continued. “[Miller] made a 
point to tell me that there is 
no particular site this group 
of citizens is advocating, 
but they would like it on a 
major road just outside the 
town limits near other major 
locations (schools, etc) with 
ample parking.”

Moore, who could not 
be reached for comment 
this week, then stressed: 
“This is in no way intended 
to interfere with any 
site selection you find 
appropriate, and [Miller] 
conveyed that as well. It is 
just to ensure you are aware 
of these issues before you 
make your final selection. 
Thank you. Julie Moore.”

Hancock later that day 
wrote back to Moore that 
he “would be glad” to meet 
with Miller, and told her that 
any “site selection will take 
into consideration the issues 
you referenced,” as well as 
“operational and economic 
considerations.”

In previous public 
comments, Hancock said 
Postal officials desired to 
keep the post office inside 
Washington town limits once 
it vacated its Main Street 
location, where the lease is 
expiring. 

The town of Washington, 
working diligently to keep 
its centuries-old post office, 
offered the USPS several 
alternatives for a new 
location, from existing 
buildings to a vacant lot at 
the town’s entrance — only 
feet from Highway 211 — 
where a new facility could be 
built.

As for potential sites 
south of of the town, Hancock 
went so far as to caution 
U.S. Postal headquarters 
at L’Enfant Plaza in 
Washington, D.C.: “Please 
note that Washington is very 

small and 2 miles would 
effectively put us out of the 
preferred area.”

“I DID NOTHING IMPROPER”
Reached this week, 

Miller told the News that he 
saw nothing wrong with his 
reaching out as a “private 
citizen” to Moore and having 
her weigh in on the process.

“I did nothing improper 
with that,” Miller said, 
adding: “I got involved 
because it seemed to be a 
bad rush to try to impose on 
the Postal Service a suit of 
clothes that didn’t fit well.”

“I had something to 
say like anyone else,” he 
stressed. “I would not 
hesitate if I saw a problem 
— when there was the 
danger of a wrong decision 
for the wrong reason — to 
bring it to the attention of 
anyone.”

Miller said he told 
Moore: “Don’t just take 
representations made 
by a few people as being 

reflective of the views of 
everybody else.”

As for Moore’s contention 
that a “majority of the 
community” wanted the post 
office moved out of the town, 
Miller believed the secretary 
based her statement on 
his own informal polling of 
customers and employees of 
the Main Street post office 
whenever he conducted 
business there.

About three weeks after 
Moore relayed Miller’s 
preference for the highway 
location, Hancock received 
another letter, this one 
from Miller’s wife, Demaris, 
stating that she was “one of 
the majority of the 22747 
postal patrons who do not 
live within the Town of 
Washington. What happens 
to that Post Office is our 
business too. 

“I do not shop in town, 
as all the little boutiques 
are expensive and cater 
to tourists,” she wrote the 
USPS official. “I do not 

dine in town, except at the 
Country Cafe, next door to 
the Inn, but I have been told 
that it will not be there much 
longer. I used to bank in 
town, on Gay Street, but the 
bank moved out to Highway 
211 when they were told that 
a drive-in teller did not suit 
the ambience of the town . . . 

“When we visit the 
current Post Office, my 
husband [James Miller] and 
I often have some difficulty 
parking,” Mrs. Miller 
continued. “When the Inn 
holds ‘special events,’ some 
of the Postal trucks have to 
park on the street to load 
and unload.”

She concluded: “If the 
town wants to have a cute, 
little, architecturally-
acceptable Post Office, let 
then have a little contract 
office there like the one at 
seaside [sic], Florida.”

As it was, the USPS 
announced Sept. 1, 2018 and 
again last week that the post 
office would be leaving the 
county seat for the first time 
in 215 years.

THE DECISION 
Hancock confirmed in an 

earlier telephone interview 
with the Rappahannock 
News that it was “people at 
the top” of the Postal Service 
who made the “operational 
decision” to move the post 
office to Bank Street, two 
miles south of the county 
seat off Highway 211 and 
close to the elementary 
school, which Moore stated 
Miller desired for some 
reason.

Five days before the 
USPS announced its move, 
Hancock wrote to U.S. Postal 
Customer Service Manager 
Timothy Talley in Arlington: 
“Due to the Political nature 
of the project we would 
like the final decision to be 
from Mr. [Jeffrey] Becker 
[Northern Virginia District 
Manager] and Dennis 
[Vorhees, Manager Post 
Office Operations, Merrifield, 
VA] or yourself.

“In addition I recommend 
that we address the decision 
proactively with the [name 
blacked out by the USPS] 
and the locals including a 
news release. There will be 
push back on the decision to 

move out of the downtown 
area,” Hancock warned.

“It’s kind of like David 
and Goliath where Goliath, 
in this situation, is wielding 
great power and influence 
over the fate of our little 
town post office and the 
customers trying to keep it 
here,” said Washington Vice 
Mayor Mary Ann Kuhn. “We 
may be the underdog now 
but we are going to continue 
to fight to keep it in town.” 

THE SYSTEM
The Board of Governors, 

in which Moore and Miller 
both served in leadership 
positions, was established by 
the Postal Reorganization 
Act of 1970. It is comparable 
to a board of directors of 
a private corporation and 
includes nine Governors who 
are appointed by the U.S. 
President with the advice 
and consent of the Senate.

The nine Governors select 
a Postmaster General, who 
becomes a member of the 
Board, and those ten select a 
Deputy Postmaster General, 
who also serves on the Board. 
The Postmaster General 
and Deputy Postmaster 
serve at the pleasure of the 
Governors. 

A career Postal official, 
Moore previously oversaw 
all internal and external 
communications for the 
USPS and served as Manager 
of Compensation for all its 
employees, designing and 
implementing national pay 
and benefit policies. 

Miller, apart from being 
past chairman of the Postal 
Board of Governors, was 
former director of the U.S. 
Office of Management and 
Budget and former chairman 
of the U.S. Federal Trade 
Commission under President 
Reagan.

The Washington Post 
Office, among the oldest in 
the country, was established 
Oct. 1, 1804, the same 
year the Lewis and Clark 
Expedition was launched and 
Thomas Jefferson defeated 
Charles Pinckney in the U.S. 
presidential election. It has 
moved an estimated four or 
five times over the past 215 
years, although it has always 
been centrally located within 
the town’s boundaries.

cialist Rick Hancock told the 
Rappahannock News that a 
decision previously announced 
Sept. 1 by USPS Northern Vir-
ginia District Manager Jeffrey 
Becker to move to Bank Road 
will stand.

“I was shocked to hear 
that the USPS made the deci-
sion to relocate,” Washington 
Mayor Fred Catlin said this 
week. “The Postal Service rep-
resentative [Hancock] came 
to a Town Council meeting 
a year ago and specifically 
asked for public feedback. The 
overwhelming response he re-
ceived that night was to keep 
the post office in town. The 
attendees who spoke repre-
sented both the town and the 
county. 

“That was the only oppor-
tunity for the public to regis-

ter its wishes with the Postal 
Service,” the mayor added. 
“Yet, the USPS is moving the 
post office out of town. I know 
I speak for others in the town 
and the county when I say that 
we will continue to engage the 
Postal Service in a dialogue 
until they are willing to listen 
to the voices of local residents.”

Hancock said the decision 
to relocate had been “put on 
hold” for two months to allow 
“for due diligence” of a last-
ditch effort by Washington 
town officials to keep the post 
office in the county seat, where 
it’s been located for 215 years. 

Now it’s official that a new 
post office will be built off 
Highway 211 on what is “Lot 
5 of the Rappahannock Com-
mons Professional Center,” 
two miles from Washington 
and four miles from Sper-
ryville. The property is owned 
by longtime Harris Hollow 
resident Jimmy DeBergh, a 

sixth-generation Rappahan-
nock resident.

“If it’s got to be out of the 
town we are glad we got it,” 
DeBergh told the News. He 
was notified by the USPS last 
Wednesday that the agency 
had selected his commercially-
zoned site, in a section of Rap-
pahannock County previously 
designated by the county for 
future development.

The Bank Road site, which 
presently consists of three un-
developed lots on 12 acres, is 
equipped with internet, phone 
and other infrastructure in-
stalled underground. All three 
lots have paved access and are 
said to be approved for well 
and septic systems. 

As an aside, two additional 
businesses are said to be in-
terested in building at the 
commons. The lots are on each 
side of Bank Road, which con-
nects the four lanes of Routes 
211/522 and Route 636 School 

House Road, where the Rap-
pahannock County Elemen-
tary School is located.

Out of respect for all par-
ties, DeBergh said he “laid 
low” during the USPS site 
selection process — which 
“had a lot of oxygen” — and he 
stressed he would have “felt 
fine” if the post office ultimate-
ly remained in the county seat.

“My grandmother was 
postmistress in the fifties,” 
DeBergh observed. “I used 
to walk to the post office and 
get the mail and walk back to 
Harris Hollow — shooting rab-
bits along the way.”

He acknowledged being 
surprised last year when Han-
cock informed him the Bank 
Road site suddenly suited 
USPS requirements, as Han-
cock previously commented 
during his on-site inspection 
“this is probably a waste of 
your time. We want some-
thing in town that is an exist-
ing structure, so you have two 
strikes against you.”

DeBergh said his agree-
ment with the USPS calls for 
him to build “the shell” or ex-
terior of the post office, and 

then postal contractors will 
complete the rest. “They have 
their own crews and contrac-
tors who come in and do the 
guts — put in the boxes, the 
drawers, the bathrooms. We 
don’t even frame the walls,” he 
noted.

DeBergh said his prefer-
ence is the post office be con-
structed of “brick,” to com-
plement the adjacent bank 
building and the county’s 
colonial history. Steve Ellis of 
Amissville will be his contrac-
tor, DeBergh said.

“We’re going to make this 
look as nice as we can,” he as-
sured, understanding that the 
county and public will likely 
weigh in on final designs and 
specifications, as well as ex-
isting concerns surrounding 
highway safety and increased 
congestion around the elemen-
tary school.

Hancock said because of 
the previous project delay “no 
timeline” is set for construc-
tion. “We’re working on it, and 
I could give you a ballpark 
date, but I’d rather not. That’s 
one of those horse-cart type 
things,” he said. “Maintaining 

a post office operation [in the 
interim], that’s the most im-
portant thing.”

Becker wrote as much in 
his decision, saying postal 
operations will “continue at 
the existing location until the 
new facility is open and fully 
functional. Delivery service 
will not be impacted.”

The USPS earlier told the 
News that daily mail delivery 
would not begin in the town 
even though it’s losing its post 
office.

“There are no changes in 
the current modes of delivery 
for Rappahannock County 
residents,” said Freda Sauter, 
a USPS corporate communi-
cations official. She stressed 
the new highway location 
“provides easy access for our 
customers.”

Also, there are no immedi-
ate plans to merge the new 
Bank Road post office with 
the Sperryville Post Office, 
although that suggestion 
was presented to Hancock by 
Washington Postmaster Tina 
Brooks.

“I think combining Sper-
ryville and Washington would 
be a smart move because 
Sperryville is very expensive 
to operate,” Brooks wrote in 
August 2017, “but I know all 
about the political implica-
tions that come with that 
move.”

Commented Mayor Catlin 
this week: “People have ex-
pressed to me the fear that if 
the Post Office moves to a loca-
tion two miles closer to Sper-
ryville, it won’t be long before 
the Postal Service comes back 
to us and dictates that they are 
consolidating operations and 
closing the Sperryville post of-
fice altogether. Are we to lose 
service in both communities?”

Brooks made it known 
from the beginning that the 
Washington Post Office had 
outgrown its current Main 
Street location, telling Han-
cock there was “very little 
room for customers. I get 
complaints about parking ev-
ery day. I have even lost cus-
tomers. I myself was parking 
at the church lot in front of 
the building until my car got 
keyed.”

SWIPED
From Page A1

POST OFFICE
From Page A1

BY JOHN MCCASLIN

Thousands of pages of USPS correspondence surrounding 
the future site of the Washington Post Office, obtained 
by the Rappahannock News under the Freedom of 
Information Act.

Washington Mayor Fred Catlin:  
“It feels like a slap in the face to the residents 

of Washington and Rappahannock County when 
someone with the Postal Service in Washington, 

D.C., makes a decision and disregards the wishes 
of the local population.”



RCPS 1st 
Semester

B3

THE 
RAPP

See THE RAPP, Page A2

Piggyback off Hume
Rappahannock residents 

surrounding Flint Hill and 
Huntly should benefit from 
a massive 145-foot monopole 
tower tentatively approved 
for west of Hume to provide 
broadband and cellular 
service.

Proposed for Charles P. 
Fuller’s property at 5060 
Leeds Manor Road, the tower 
has won unanimous approval 
from the Fauquier County 
Planning Commission. Up 
next a vote by Fauquier 
supervisors.

A special exception was 
granted due to the tower’s 
height, which also allows it 
to bypass a required wooded 
buffer. Fuller’s 15 acres are 
open land.

The tower will have space 
for multiple broadband and 
cellular providers. Verizon 
Wireless already proposed a 
dozen antennas. 

The proposed site is only 
8 miles by road from Huntly 
and 10 miles as the crow flies 
from Flint Hill.

Tuskegee postponed
The Scrabble School 

Preservation Foundation 
had planned to launch Black 
History Month this Saturday 
by featuring Richard Baugh, 
one of three sons of Lt. 
Colonel Howard Baugh, 
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‘It’s being built for those who love visiting Sperryville . . 

. and for others who haven’t realized they do yet’

By John McCaslin
Rappahannock News staff

It was an unusual gathering for such a 
frosty Tuesday morning in Rappahannock 
County, as John and Beth Cappiali and 

their grown son “Little John” welcomed 
two distinct groups of people —  agreed 
beforehand to be kept separated — to inspect 
their frozen property seven miles east of 
Washington on Highway 211.

One group consisted of Rappahannock 
County Administrator Garrey Curry, 
equipped with a camera, accompanied by 
County Zoning Administrator Michelle 

See POST OFFICE, Page A6

Cappiali: ‘Whether I’ll ever be in 
compliance is like buying a lottery 

ticket, you have hope’
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Unique cast of 
characters makes 

early morning 
inspection in 

Amissville

BY JOHN MCCASLIN

Rappahannock County Administrator Garry Curry, Amissville resident John Cappiali, County 
Zoning Administrator Michelle Somers, and Rappahannock County Sheriff Connie Compton take 
an inspection tour early Tuesday morning of Cappiali's property and its contents.

‘WINTER IS 
A BEACH’ — 
ESPECIALLY WHEN 
IT’S THIS FRIGID! 
The Caribbean 
theme for the 
Rappahannock 
Benevolent Fund 
Dinner Saturday 
night helped warm 
up the fundraising, 
encouraged 
here by Union 
Bank & Trust 
officers (from 
left) Mike Leake 
and Jason Brady, 
with chairperson 
Theresa Wood. 
More on Page A2

PHOTO BY RAY BOC

 

Rappahannock News staff
A group of residents of Ben 

Venue Road in Flint Hill long 
opposed to Williams Tree Ser-
vice operating on the narrow 
historic byway finally got a 
hearing Jan. 23 before a coun-
ty board. Only to find out that 
the board in question — the 
Board of Zoning Appeals — ac-
tually has limited authority to 
rule on appeals. 

In 2007, the county’s Board 
of Supervisors approved a 
special exception permit for 

Williams as a “Contractor's 
Offices, Shops and Materials 
Storage Yards.” Section 170-8 
of the Rappahannock County 
zoning ordinance defines this 
use as, “Establishments for 
the construction and/or repair 
of buildings, roads and utility 
lines; installation and servic-
ing of heating, cooling and 
electrical equipment; flooring; 
painting, plumbing, roofing 
and tiling; and/or excavating.”

BZA hears Ben Venue residents’ 
complaints over Williams expansion

By John McCaslin
Rappahannock News staff

he historic town of 
Washington Post Office 
barely serves 300 
customers per day, yet 
one of the top U.S. Postal 

Service officials in the United 
States weighed in on its future 

location that now apparently will 
take it out of the county seat for 
the first time in 215 years.

Julie Moore, who until July 
2018 was the longtime Secretary 
of the United States Postal Service 
Board of Governors, wrote Dec. 
20, 2017 to USPS site selection 
specialist Rick Hancock that she 
received word from James C. 
Miller III, a former U.S. Postal 

Board Chairman and resident 
of Rappahannock County, that 
a “majority of the community” 
preferred that the post office be 
moved “outside the town limits.”

Despite Moore’s assertion, 
no survey was ever conducted 
by the U.S. Postal Service, the 
Washington Town Council, or 

By John McCaslin
Rappahannock News staff

The U.S. Postal Service says the decision is 
final to move the Washington Post Office into a 
new 3,000 square foot facility to be built two miles 
south of the county seat on Bank Road, just across 
from Union Bank & Trust.

North Carolina based USPS real estate spe-

It’s official: After 
215 years in county 
seat, Washington 
Post Office moving 
to highway

How Big Washington swiped Little Washington’s Post Office

In an email, Julie Moore, longtime Secretary of the United States 
Postal Service Board of Governors, inserted herself into the site 
selection process of the Washington Post Office, incorrectly stating 
that a “majority of the community” preferred that the post office be 
moved “outside the town limits.”

A top U.S. Postal Board 
official weighed in on site 
selection — prompted by 

an influential Rapp resident 
who was former chairman  

of the postal service 
governing body

See SWIPED, Page A6

Honor 
Rolls
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Tula’s
RESTAURANT & BAR

Toast your love with a 
Complimentary Flute of  Bubbles 

this Valentines at Tula’s 

• Special Appetizers
• Fresh Seafood
• Sweet Treats

 Valentines Day’
Please Join Us for

Thursday • February 14th

Call for Reservations!
540.675.2223 

tulasrestaurantandbar.com

Celebrate Your 
Love With Us!

311 Gay Street, 
Washington VA 22747 

FROM PAGE ONE

BY JOHN MCCASLIN

Amissville resident John Cappiali (forefront) explains 
to Rappahannock County Administrator Garry Curry the 
various pieces of equipment he stores on his 18 acres that 
borders Highway 211.

14041 Highland Hunter Trail • Rixeyville, VA 22737
appointment@animalsfirstvet.com

facebook.com/AnimalsFirstVet

540-937-6683 • AnimalsFirstVet.comHouse Calls • Wellness Exams • Homeopathy
Acupuncture • Chinese Herbal Medicine

Food Therapy • End of Life Care

This ad is generously sponsored by—

I am a sweet, playful nine-week old female 
kitten with a medium length coat.  I am a 
very laid-back girl who loves people and my 
brothers.  I’ll fall asleep right in your arms and 
sit in your lap and snuggle for hours.  I hope 
you will give me a loving home.

I am a very sweet, loving seven-month old female kitty.  
I thrive on attention and affection.  I look forward to 
finding my forever home and bringing lots of love to you.  
Please come and meet me.

I am a playful, gentle, calm eight-month 
old neutered male Manx-mix kitty.  I have 
a pretty peachy coat and a true bobtail.  I 
love to chase balls that jingle and laser 
beams.  Please bring me home to cuddle 
and play with you. 

I’m a sweet, gentle, 
gorgeous, five-year old male 
kitty.  I’m a very laid-back 
and friendly big guy who 
loves to roll over for tummy 
rubs.  Please take me home 
and I’ll follow you anywhere.  
I have a lot of love to give.

Loving Homes Needed

Ruthie

Tula

Tigger

Chessie
I am a sweet, active, curious, 
eight-month old female kitten.  
I have been raised in a foster 
home with a dog and three 
other cats and get along fine 
with all of them  I love to sleep 
curled up in my foster Mom’s 
lap.  Please come meet me 
and we can snuggle and play. 

Ellie
I’m a very loving, three-year 
old female kitty. My owner, who 
could no longer care for me, 
says that I loved to sit in her lap 
and snuggle with her at night.  I 
would be happiest as your only 
pet as I prefer not to have other 
pets to play with.  Please take 
me home with you—I’ll give you 
lots of love.

Sassy

RappCats is a private, non-profit organization that 
rescues, cares for, and finds loving homes for 
abandoned, abused, neglected, injured, and homeless 
cats and kittens throughout Rappahannock County.

We hope you can make room in your loving home 
for one of our wonderful kitties who are available for 
adoption. Please call 540.987.6050 or email 
adopt@rappcats.org for more information and to 
schedule your visit.

www.rappcats.org

Somers, who carried a 
clipboard. 

The other group was 
Cappiali’s attorney, Sylvia 
Sevilla, and David Konick, 
counsel to the Cappiali’s 
neighbor across the four-lane 
highway — Jeremiah “Jack” 
Atkins — who claimed in an 
earlier court filing the couple 
had effectively created a 
junkyard on their property.

On hand to keep the peace 
was Rappahannock Sheriff 
Connie Compton, who did her 
best to keep warm.

Atkins, a part-time 
Rappahannock County 
building official, filed a 
complaint in Circuit Court 
on October 12 demanding 
enforcement of the county’s 
zoning ordinance against the 
Cappialis, who he claimed 
had created a dumping 
ground while operating two 
contracting businesses.

The lawsuit, filed by 
Konick, originally named 
the Rappahannock County 
Board of Supervisors, Zoning 
Administrator Somers, and 
County Attorney Art Goff. 
However, Rappahannock 
County Circuit Court Judge 
Jeffrey Parker recently 
sustained a demurrer filed 
on behalf of the county 
government and released 
them from the suit.

That said, the judge 
allowed a follow-up 
inspection of the property 
by both the county and the 
opposing lawyers, in part to 
demonstrate whether the 
numerous vehicles parked 
on the property were legally 
licensed and operable.

Atkins, in his suit, 
claimed the Cappialis and 
their businesses “moved 
a variety of construction 
materials and other debris, 
used and inoperable 
construction equipment 
and motor vehicles, onto the 
Subject Property in willful 
and wanton violation of 
Chapter 143 and 170 of the 
Rappahannock County Code.”

Furthermore, he 

contended, the Cappialis 
expanded their activities 
despite being served with 
three letters of violation from 
the county since October 
2016. 

Cappiali told the 
Rappahannock News that in 
the months since the lawsuit 
was filed he’s removed 
“tons” of debris from the 
property, much of it, he said, 
previously dumped there by 
the former landowners going 
back 70 or more years. 

On Tuesday, for example, 
before the snow started 
flying, he pointed to the 
trunks of two large trees that 
had grown up through tires 
dumped there decades ago.

Cappiali said he’s been 
hauling numerous loads of 
debris to a single recycling 
center in Culpeper, which 
provides him with a receipt 
of the disposed contents for 
each visit.

“I’ve made 22 trips 
bringing cars, trucks, scrap 
metal,” he said, “the lightest 
trip 1,800 pounds, the 
heaviest over 7,000 pounds,” 
including six inoperable cars 
and three pickup trucks. 
“So clearly I’ve cleaned up a 
significant amount.”

During Tuesday’s 
inspection, Cappiali, 54, 
personally led Curry and 
Somers from one large truck, 
trailer, piece of machinery 
and storage container to 
another — equipment of 
every shape and size, some in 
working order some not, that 
are stored throughout the 18 
acre property. 

In addition, Cappiali 
climbed behind the wheel 
of several vehicles and 
successfully started their 
engines. Other inoperable 
vehicles and pieces of 
equipment he singled out 
would soon be on their way to 
the scrap yard.

“Some stuff is just to rough 
to fix, there’s no argument,” 
Cappiali told Curry, to which 
the administrator replied: 
“All I know is we’ve got an 
ordinance, we have words in 
the book, and we try to go by 
those the best we can.”

Curry took pictures with 

his camera of license plates, 
permits and stickers for each 
vehicle, while Somers took 
accompanying notes.

Cappiali’s son “Little 
John,” meanwhile, followed 
on foot by several hundred 
yards as he led attorneys 
Konick and Sevilla on their 
own inspections of the 
property.

Cappiali showed Curry 
and Somers one newly 
cleared site where he 
proposes building a 50 x 100 
foot Quonset hut — “to store 
all the little stuff that’s out 
here” — as well as a 120 x 

120 foot repair shop.
Among the more 

intriguing pieces of 
equipment parked on the 
property are two former 
Rappahannock Regional 
Solid Waste Management 
roll off containers purchased 
from a seller in Manassas, 
which Cappiali will use to 
store and haul compost, 
and a former 1985 Orleans 
(Va.) Fire Department brush 
truck, with only 18,000 
original miles. 

“I own my own fire 
truck!” an amused Cappiali 
told the group.

Meanwhile, Cappiali late 
last week filed the required 
paperwork with the county 
government to designate 
his property a “Contractor’s 
Yard,” which by code would 
allow for the storage 
of designated pieces of 
equipment on the property.

“To be in compliance, [it’s] 
one of the things they [the 
county] asked me to do,” 
he explained. “Whether I’ll 
ever be in compliance is like 
buying a lottery ticket, you 
have hope.”

The Planning 
Commission, Somers told 
this newspaper, will review 
Cappiali’s application at their 
next meeting in February.

“If they deem the 
application complete they 
have two options at that 
point: they can hold a 
public hearing, or they 
can go ahead and make 
a recommendation to 
the Board of Supervisors 
without a public hearing 
(per RCC 170-55.E). If the 
Planning Commission holds 
a public hearing, which 
would be the following 
month (March), they would 
hear from the public and 
then they would send a 
recommendation to the BOS 
with possible conditions 
for the permit,” Somers 
explained. “At this point the 
BOS would then hold their 
public hearing and make a 
decision with any conditions 
they set for the permit.

“When deciding to 
approve or deny the 
permit factors to consider 
would be: compliance 
with Rappahannock 
County Code, public input, 
VDOT comments and/or 
recommendations.”

Said Cappiali: “I would 
probably say 80 percent of 
the contractors that live in 
this county do not have one 
of these [permits] nor have 

they been asked to have 
them. I’m not going to argue 
whether or not I’m being 
singled out, it feels that way 
a little bit.”

At which point Cappiali 
revealed that last 
Wednesday night, while in 
the process of cleaning up 
his property, he and his son 
were burning stumps in a 
single bonfire.

“At 11 o’clock . . . we had a 
visit from the sheriff ’s office, 
the state police, and an 
Amissville fire truck. They 
said that somebody driving 
by called on their cell phone 
to say that a house was on 
fire,” he recalled. “It was 
raining . . . and they looked 
with the big spotlights, and 
they walked around it, and 
there’s no tires in it, there’s 
no furniture, no plastic or 
anything like that. 

“And they said, ‘That’s 
the way it’s supposed to be 
done! You cleared everything 
around it, you’re not burning 
trash, you’re burning what 
you’re supposed to burn. 
And sorry to get you up 
and out,’” he quoted the 
emergency respondents as 
saying. “My first assumption 
was [it was] Jack Atkins 
[who called] because he 
happens to live across the 
street and he happens to be 
the head [president] of the 
Amissville fire department, 
and that’s who showed up. 
But I will go with what the 
police said, and they said it 
was a random call.”

“I’m trying to be in 
compliance with the law,” 
Cappiali concluded. “I see 
people all the time, in stores, 
people I’ve met, friends. 
They all tell me the same 
thing . . . ‘Why are they 
bothering you? Why do they 
care? It’s your property. You 
can do what you want to do. 
You’re not doing anything 
that’s soaking into the 
ground, and contaminating 
anything, you’re not pumping 
chemicals into the ground 
and burying radioactive 
waste.”

Bottom line, Cappiali says 
he’s cleaning up the property, 
but he has “a lot of stuff.” 

INSPECTION
From Page A1

“I’ve made 22 trips 
bringing cars, trucks, 
scrap meta...So clearly 

I’ve cleaned up a 
significant amount.”



By John McCaslin
Rappahannock News staff

A clown and a seal have 
now joined the circus 
act otherwise known as 

the Rappahannock County 
Board of Supervisors.

As discussion took place 
Monday evening on possible 
future scenarios for hiring a 
deputy county attorney, and 
members debated whether 
to go into closed session to 
further discuss the matter, 

Supervisors Ron Frazier (the 
“clown”) and John Lesinski 
(the “seal”) had this rather 
unorthodox exchange, while 
BOS Chair Roger Welch (let’s 
call him the “ringleader”) 
tried keeping the pair apart 
with his worn down whip:

Lesinski: I don't have 
a desire to go into closed 
session and hear this all over 
again.

THE 
RAPP

See THE RAPP, 
Page A2

Changing faces
A projected 

Rappahannock County 
population in 2020 of 7,236 
residents is expected to grow 
slightly to 7,401 residents in 
2030 and 7,460 in 2040 — 
granted urban sprawl is kept 
at bay.

That according to the 
2018 Community Profile 
for Rappahannock County, 
released in recent days by 
the Virginia Employment 
Commission.

While little population 
growth is expected, planners 
foresee the county’s Hispanic 
or Latino population more 
than doubling over the next 
20 years, from an estimated 
344 residents in 2020 to 716 
by 2040. 

The county’s white 
population, meanwhile, is 
expected to drop: 6,370 in 
2020, 6,323 in 2030, down to 
6,105 in 2040. 

African Americans will 
see slight growth: 332 
residents in 2020, 368 in 
2030, and 396 in 2040.

Graham acting 
Mary A. Graham, the 

highest ranking deputy in 
Rappahannock County’s 
Office of Revenue, became 
acting commissioner this 
week, replacing Sharon 
Dodson.

Dodson informed this 
newspaper in January 
that because of to family 
circumstances she would 
need to step down from the 
elective commissioner’s 
post effective March 4. 
She’d been with the county 
government for 39 years, 
including as deputy revenue 
commissioner for 17 years 
under Beverly Atkins, who 
retired in 2016 after 30 years 
in the post.

With Graham’s 
appointment, there will be 
no special election to fill the 
vacancy. The seat is up for 
election on Nov. 5.

Settle to speak 
Virginia State Police 

Superintendent and 
Rappahannock native 
Col. Gary T. Settle will be 
the speaker at this year’s 
annual Friends of Scouting 
Breakfast at the Washington 
Baptist Church.

Boy Scout Troop 36, Troop 
316, and Venture 
Crew 36 will 
host the annual 
breakfast on 
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Supervisors consider 
measure to boost local 
agriculture ➤ A5

COURTESY PHOTO

Keir Whitson of 
Harris Hollow 
looks forward to 
campaigning for 
the open Hampton 
District Board of 
Supervisors' seat.

Whitson throws hat into the BOS ring

By John McCaslin
Rappahannock News staff
Harris Hollow resident 

Keir Whitson, a former vice 
chairman of the Rappahan-
nock Water and Sewer Au-
thority, has announced he 
will seek the Hampton Dis-
trict Board of Supervisors 
seat being vacated by John 

Lesinski, who Whitson had 
previously challenged in the 
2015 election.

After one term in office, 
Lesinski decided last month 
not to seek reelection.

“My starting premise for 
entering this race is an op-
timistic one: Rappahannock 
County is a one-of-a-kind 
place and remarkable in 
many ways,” Whitson said 
Monday. “At the same time, 
we cannot take this for grant-
ed or be complacent. We must 
protect our county vigilantly 

‘I don’t want to have 
regrets later if our 
community changes for 
the worse and I didn’t 
do anything about it’

See WHITSON, Page A5

By John McCaslin
Rappahannock News staff
The Rappahannock Coun-

ty Board of Zoning Appeals 
has given an overwhelming 
thumbs down to the county’s 
proposed 2019 Comprehen-
sive Plan, which when it 
comes to its state-mandated 
revision is already years be-
hind schedule.

“It was noted at our meet-
ing that this ‘revised’ Draft 

Plan contains identical ver-
biage from the 2004 Plan, and 
in some instances is identical 
to what was in the 1980 Plan,” 
the Board of Zoning Appeals, 
led by  chairman Alex Sharp, 
wrote in a somewhat blister-
ing March 3 letter to the Rap-
pahannock County Planning 
Commission, which is chaired 
by Gary Light.

“Much has changed in 
Rappahannock County in 38 
years, but it is not reflected in 
the Draft Plan. Many of the 
bullet points on ‘what is plan-
ning’ of the Draft Plan re-
main either undone or copied 
verbatim from the previous 
plans back to 1980 or earlier 

Major setback for 2019 
revision of county’s 
comprehensive plan

See PLAN, Page A8

By John McCaslin
Rappahannock News staff
In the two years since the 

Rappahannock News drew 
attention to the high number 
of bears killed by Rappahan-
nock County farmers holding 
year-round “kill permits,” the 
number of bears destroyed 
has dropped dramatically. 

So too has the number of 
Rappahannock farmers ob-
taining annual licenses to 
kill the bears: 13 farmers in 
2016, dropping to six farmers 
in both 2017 and 2018, the 
lowest number of permits is-
sued by the state in the past 
10 years.

As it was, only three bears 
were killed by local farmers 
in each of 2017 and 2018.

By comparison, 18 bears 
were dispatched in 2016, an-
other 18 in 2015 (when eight 
farmers held permits), 17 in 
2014 (12 permitted farmers), 
and a staggering 57 bears — 
28 of them shot by one farmer 
alone — met their demise in 
2013 (when 10 farmers had 
permission to shoot to kill).

All told, from 2008 to 2018, 
Rappahannock farmers killed 
177 bears they considered 

Park becomes third in nation awarded 
International Dark Sky designation

INSIDENOVA JOBS

CheriWoodard.com (540) 987-8500      
37C Main Street, Sperryville, VA 22740

Got cabin fever?
Find your remedy along the Artisan Trail A6  

Second Saturday events A2

Spring forward  
this weekend

Daylight Savings Time begins 
Sunday, March 10, at 2 a.m.  

Turn your clocks forward one hour.

By Torney Van Acker
Special to the Rappahannock News

The International Dark-Sky 
Association (IDA) awarded 
Rappahannock County Park 

International Dark Sky Park status at 
the “silver tier” level on February 21, 
2019. It is the third Virginia park to 

receive a Dark Sky Park designation, 
the other two being state parks. 
Rappahannock County Park is also 
the third county park in the U.S. to be 
awarded this honor.  

“You should be truly proud of the 

BY JOYCE HARMAN

A typical view of the Milky Way on a clear night from Rappahannock County 
Park, across Route 211 from the Town of Washington.

See SKY, Page A8

‘Much has changed in 
Rappahannock County 
in 38 years, but it is not 

reflected in the  
Draft Plan’

See BEARS, Page A8

Rappahannock farmers 
killing far fewer bears
Five years ago 57 bears 
were shot out of season, 

last year only three

3
bears were killed by local 
farmers in each of 2017  

and 2018

18
killed in each of 2015 and 2016

The circus has not left town
Board of Supervisors 
meeting once again 
turns contentious

See CIRCUS, Page A5
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VIDEO ON RAPPNEWS.COM   
To watch an unedited 
video of Monday’s 
Board of Supervisors 
meeting, go to 

rappnews.com/video, or 
on the newspaper’s YouTube 
channel at youtube.com/
RappNewsPlus

LOCK & LEAVE COUNTRY ESCAPE.  Excellent 
entertaining rooms, new kitchen, comfy two-room 
master suite w/ coffee balcony & dual bath, 2nd 
two-room suite & 3rd overflow bedroom.  Six private 
acres. $450,000

COMMERCIAL OPPORTUNITY Washington, VA. 
Currently two retail entry spaces plus office behind. 
5,000 sq ft, excellent condition and an entrepreneurial 
opportunity. Private parking front and back. $730,000

RAPPAHANNOCK:  Spacious & private yards plus a 10 
acre forested bird habitat.  Bright and Airy, super granite 
kitchen, 4 bedrooms and baths plus full basement ready 
for recreation and hobbies.  $559,900

Kaye Kohler ~ Jan Makela ~ Rick Kohler

540.675.1373
KohlerRealtors.com ~ JanMakela.com

COUNTRY HOMES
ESCAPES & MORE!

By John McCaslin
Rappahannock News staff
“We do a lot of lip service 

to supporting agriculture in 
the county, and if we could 
work with our representa-
tives to get this sort of legis-
lation in Virginia I think it 
would help [boost] sales of lo-
cal products.”

So observed Piedmont 
District Supervisor Christine 
Smith, drawing the Rappa-
hannock board’s attention 
this week to the once popular 
“COOL” law requiring coun-
try-of-origin labels (COOL) 
for beef and pork.

However, bowing to pres-
sure from the World Trade 
Organization, the U.S. Con-
gress in 2015 repealed the 
two-year-old law, just as it 
was empowering Americans 
to “buy local” — in other 
words supporting U.S. ranch-
ers instead of unknowingly 
consuming beef products 
from 20 foreign countries.

“It’s a matter of not 
‘Where’s the Beef?’ but 
‘Where’s the Beef From?’” 
mused Supervisor Chris Par-
rish, a cattle farmer from 
Stonewall-Hawthorne, play-
ing off the popular 1984 slo-
gan for the fast-food chain 
Wendy’s.

Smith explained that she 
was perusing the county’s 
Comprehensive Plan, cur-
rently being updated for 

2019, and in particular its 
focus on supporting Rappah-
annock agriculture, including 
cattle farming. 

Familiar with the now-
defunct COOL law, and the 
nationwide push underway to 
have it reinstated during the 
Trump climate of “Buy Ameri-
can,” Smith proposed a letter 
of support from the BOS be 
forwarded to Rappahannock’s 
state representatives, namely 
Sen. Mark Obenshain and 
Del. Michael Webert, the lat-
ter the owner of a cattle mar-
keting business.

“It would be a useful thing 
to bring forward,” Smith 
said, in time for the next 
session of the Virginia Gen-
eral Assembly. She pointed 
out that the movement to 
reinstate COOL is gaining 
ground in other cattle pro-
ducing states, including Col-
orado and Montana.

The supervisors agreed, 
and tasked county Adminis-
trator Garrey Curry to draft 
a letter on their behalf to 
state lawmakers in support 
of COOL and Rappahannock 
farming alike.

In other action this week, 
the BOS proposed or agreed 
to:

➤ Transfer, as earlier 
allowed, available budget 
funding sourced from the 
general fund reserve for one 
time uses. 

➤  Schedule a public 
hearing surrounding the 
adoption of a Rappahannock 
County Government “Code 
of Ethics and Conduct,” 
stating in part: “The profes-
sional and personal conduct 
of members and appointees 

must be above reproach and 
avoid even the appearance 
of impropriety. Members 
and appointees shall refrain 
from abusive conduct, per-
sonal charges or verbal at-
tacks upon the character or 
motives of others.”

➤ Replace “low-band” 
emergency pagers, currently 
carried by 162 Rappahan-
nock County first respond-
ers, with superior performing 
“high-band” pagers.

➤ Consider scheduling 
“quarterly” public forums of 
the BOS, as previously held 
under former Rappahannock 
Administrator Debbie Key-
ser, in various public venues 
throughout the county.

➤ Add a “desired end” to 
the county’s Broadband Com-
munication Plan, stating: “To 
achieve 95 percent affordable 
digital subscriber line (DSL), 
fiber optic (fiber) or equiva-
lent broadband transmission 
service of 2019 Federal Com-
munications Commission 
minimum standards of no 
less than 25 Mbps consistent 
download speed and 3 Mbps 
consistent upload speed, with 
low latency, for Rappahan-
nock County residents, busi-
nesses, schools, government, 
and volunteer organizations. 

“The strategies will incor-
porate system architecture 
adequate to expand broad-
band delivery service to 100 
Mbps download speed by year 
2030 to ensure future growth 
needs for business develop-
ment, education, tele-work-
ing, healthcare, public safety, 
and home entertainment, 
personal data and voice com-
munication.”

Supervisors considering 
urging legislators to 
revive law requiring 

country-of-origin labels 

Frazier: Well if you are 
going to sit there and be a 
clapping seal then be one, I'll 
get you a ball.

Welch: Mr. Frazier!
Lesinski: That's a really 

rotten thing to say.
Frazier: It’s not, we have 

been entrusted by the people 
of this county to be their 
representatives and you 
don't care if this happens.

Lesinski: That’s not 
true, that’s absolutely not 
true. Once again you think 
that your opinion matters 
more than everybody elses. 
And you think that if you 
are louder and that you 
talk longer and get angrier 
that your opinion makes a 
bigger difference, that you 
are smarter, and you have 
been around longer than 

everybody else.
Frazier: Mr. Chairman.
Lesinski: Oh, I’m 

just a clapping seal Mr. 
Chairman, just ignore me 
down here, I've got a ball on 
my nose.

Welch: Let’s go to recess.
Frazier: This is an 

example, sir.
Welch: Let’s go to recess, 

it looks like it was working 
both ways down here.

Frazier: Well, I’ve taken 
a lot over the years, and 
you have sat there and 
allowed it to happen.

Lesinski: I’ve never 
called you a name before 
Mr. Frazier, that’s new 
territory, congratulations. 

Frazier: I did not say that 
you were a clapping seal . . . 

Lesinski: Don’t try and 
backtrack on this. You just 
took it to a whole different 
level calling people names.

Frazier: I didn’t . . . 
Lesinski: You call 

your fellow supervisor a 
derogatory name like a 
circus animal or something 
like that, maybe I should 
call you a clown.

Frazier: If you like to sit 
there and have [inaudible] 
by somebody else . . .

Lesinski: I didn’t cut you 
off, when you went on and 
on and on here, with our 
council, berating him. I’ve 
seen this show before, I’ve 
seen this shitshow before . . . 

Welch: I’d like to call the 
meeting back to order.

through careful planning 
and good government, and 
be smart about adapting 
to change and anticipating 
threats to what we already 
have. I am excited about 
the possibility of serving 
the people of Rappahannock 
County and the residents of 
the Hampton District. I will 
be ready to get to work if 
elected.” 

A married father of two 
children who moved to Rap-
pahannock County in 2003 
and works as a senior advi-
sor to White & Case LLP, 
Whitson provided the follow-
ing principles and objectives 
for running and serving on 
the BOS: 

➤ Efficient, effective, or-
ganized, forward-thinking, 
and drama-free local govern-
ment.

➤ A thriving county seat 
and vital outlying villages in 
which commercial activity is 
focused and that serve the 
basic needs of county resi-
dents.

➤ A strong fire and res-
cue system that is equipped 
to adapt to and function in 
a period of declining volun-
teerism.

➤ County facilities — 
including two wastewater 
treatment plants, a water 
supply system in the town of 
Washington, and county and 
school buildings — that are 
well-maintained and man-
aged properly and cost effec-
tively.

➤ An agricultural sector 
that is supported adequate-
ly and promoted creatively, 
particularly with respect to  

the niche marketing of Rap-
pahannock County-origin 
goods.

➤ A long-term plan for 
tourism that maximizes tax 
revenue for the county and 
takes full advantage of its 
position as a primary gate-
way to the Shenandoah Na-
tional Park.

Lesinski in 2015 was the 
top vote-getter — 294 votes 
— in a crowded field seeking 
the seat of the retiring Su-
pervisor Bryant Lee. Whit-
son finished just 29 ballots 
behind Lesinski, with 265 
votes. Finishing a distant 
third and fourth were realtor 
and farmer J. Newbill “Jay” 
Miller Jr., and last-minute 
write-in candidate Roger 
Cordani respectively.

Asked in a telephone in-
terview why he’s decided to 

run again for the BOS seat, 
Whitson explained: “I count 
my lucky stars every day to 
be living where we live. And 
I can enjoy Rappahannock 
and do nothing in my com-
munity, but if I did nothing 
and in ten years we start to 
lose the county from a land-
use perspective I would be 
upset . . . I don’t want to have 
regrets later if our communi-
ty changes for the worse and 
I didn’t do anything about 
it.”

Working to preserve the 
county’s rural landscape and 
viewsheds, while at the same 
time increasing tax revenue, 
Whitson said he aims to fo-
cus more on tourism.

“[Tourism] doesn’t do 
much to dismiss our quality 
of life,” he argued. “Look at 
Sperryville. Has [its recent 
growth in the hospitality 
sector] had an adverse effect 
on any of us? Absolutely not. 
You bring in revenue with 
very little downside. Let’s 
get it right. It’s crazy not to 
maximize on the tax revenue 
potential.”

Whitson also wants to tap 
into the 1.2 million people 
who flock to Shenandoah Na-
tional Park every year, many 
passing through the Thorn-
ton Gap entrance. In fact, 
Whitson says he first came 
to Rappahannock County in 
the late 1990s through his 
love for native brook trout 
fishing in Shenandoah Park, 
which led him and his wife 
to purchase their Harris 
Hollow home.

As for his unsuccessful 
2015 candidacy, Whitson 
called it “one of the great life 
experiences I will never for-
get. The county afterwards 
felt different to me, looked 
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different to me. It truly was 
inspiring going out and talk-
ing to the people. I get emo-
tional just talking about it. I 
met people who are not seen 
in the paper every week, 
or at fundraising events, 
people who have lived here 
forever and love our county 
for what it is. To do it again I 
really can’t wait.”

From a governing stand-
point, he spoke of working 
“every day” on behalf of con-
stituents. “It’s more than 
just showing up for meet-
ings. It’s what you do be-
tween the meetings.”

According to his office 
website, Whitson has nearly 
20 years of technical expe-
rience in the antidumping 
and countervailing duty 
legal field, specializing in 
antidumping proceedings 
involving “non market econ-
omy” countries, including 
China and Vietnam. Holding 
a Master’s degree in China 
studies, he is conversation-

ally proficient in Mandarin 
Chinese.

Supervisor Lesinski ex-
plained in not seeking re-
election: “I have chosen to 
focus my future energies 
on volunteer opportunities 
in Rappahannock County 
and on my board appointed 
positions with the Common-
wealth of Virginia . . . It has 
been my honor to serve Rap-
pahannock County as an 
elected official on the Board 
of Education and the Board 
of Supervisors over the past 
eight years and I look for-
ward to finishing out my 
term for the remainder of 
2019.” 

In a phone interview 
with this newspaper’s Patty 
Hardee, Lesinski added that 
serving on the BOS “has 
been rewarding to a degree. 
I love the constituent ser-
vices piece of it and I’m very 
much enjoying trying to find 
broadband solutions for the 
county.”

But he said the level of 
contentiousness is difficult: 
“The more frustrating as-
pects are pretty obvious to 
anybody that attends our 
meetings or watches [the 
meeting videos] on You-
Tube.”

“I didn’t [become a super-
visor] with the expectation 
that it would be this conten-
tious and it’s been frustrat-
ing that the tools available 
to manage that contentious-
ness have just not been used 
to the full extent.” 

Another frustration has 
been the series of lawsuits 
naming Lesinski personally 
or as a member of the board, 
although Lesinski said the 
contentious BOS meetings 
and litigation were not the 
reasons for his decision.

“I just really feel like I 
can be of more service to the 
county and the community 
by pursuing volunteer ef-
forts of my own choosing,” 
he said.
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“My starting premise 
for entering this race 
is an optimistic one: 

Rappahannock County 
is a one-of-a-kind 

place and remarkable 
in many ways. At the 

same time, we cannot 
take this for granted 
or be complacent. We 

must protect our county 
vigilantly through 

careful planning and 
good government, 

and be smart about 
adapting to change and 
anticipating threats to 
what we already have.” 


