
ISSN 2641-2888                                     WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 4, 2019                 Single Copy Price $1.00                 VOL. 216, NO. 36

News/page A13
A NEW STAGE
FOR PERFORMERS
Glasgow Puts New
Events Venue To Use

Lifestyle/page B1
LET’S HEAD OUT
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The Rides Are Back,
Along With Lots More
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Trying A Different Approach To Peace

Local Churches Host South Sudan Conversation

Labor Day Goes Local Railroad
Crossing
Blockages
Concern
Officials
By Harrison Mines

Virginia State Police 
have opened an inves-
tigation into repeated 
road blocks on the Va. 
56 crossing in Vesuvius 
caused by stopped trains 
on the Norfolk Southern 
railway.

“It’s been a night-
mare,” Del. Ronnie 
Campbell said of the in-
cidents.

According to Camp-
bell, Vesuvius residents 
have run into the issue 
of trains blocking Va. 
56 for multiple hours at 
a time beginning in late 
July. Vesuvius residents 
reported blockages last-
ing hours on end, leaving 
drivers unable to get to 
work, family obligations 
and, in one case, a doc-
tor’s appointment.

Affected residents 
reached out to Campbell, 
congressional representa-
tives and even the gover-
nor’s office for answers. 
Campbell, a retired state 
trooper himself, con-
nected with Virginia 
State Police when the 
issue “came to a head” 
in a frustrating nine-hour 
roadblock on Va. 56 on 
Aug. 19, the day that the 
611 locomotive was stuck 
in Buena Vista because of 
a mechanical issue with a 
train in South River.

Virginia State Police 
First Sgt. Tim Knight 
described the repeated 
train blockings as a pub-
lic safety issue, as it left 
residents without access 
to police or emergency 
services.

See Railroad, page 4

It’s Showtime
For County 4-H’ers

Teen, Agent Talk Livestock,
State Of Area 4-H Program

By Katie Doar
Ashley Hostetter is a sophomore in high school, but she seems older. 

Many people assume she’s a senior.  
“I get that a lot,” Hostetter said.
She’s not nervous about participating in the Rockbridge Regional Fair 

this week, which starts on Thursday. That’s partly because, as a long-
time member of 4-H, she has learned to be forward. 

Hostetter’s mother, Laurie Allgood, said that, after presentations from 

See 4-H, page 4

Campbell
Slams State
Democrats
By eD sMitH

All politics was local in 
Buena Vista on Monday.

The Labor Day cel-
ebration, traditionally the 
statewide kickoff to the fall 
political season, was more 
of an opening for local can-
didates who wanted to get 
their message out early to 
Rockbridge area voters.

Fourteen candidates and 
office holders lined the stage 
to deliver stump speeches 
at Glen Maury Park follow-
ing the Labor Day parade. 
Speakers ranged from Con-
gressman Ben Cline, whose 
office is not on the ballot this 
year, to candidates for the 
Rockbridge County Board 
of Supervisors, Buena Vista 
City Council and common-
wealth’s attorney.

See Labor Day, page 2
CHRISTIE SEAMAN distributes candy as part of the CornerStone Bank entry in the Buena Vista Labor Day parade Mon-
day. For more photos from the Labor Day parade, see page A8. (Stephanie Mikels Blevins photo) 

By Doug CuMMing
This past weekend, a different 

civil war drew nearly 100 mediation 
experts, Episcopal bishops and war 
victims from as far away as South 
Sudan and Omaha to the little city 
where Robert E. Lee and Stonewall 
Jackson are buried.

The three-day gathering, “Uniting 
the Diaspora to Act for Peace,” was 
declared a success at the churches 
that hosted it, primarily Grace Epis-
copal and Lexington Presbyterian. 
The weekend was a rare mix of light 
cultural exchange between Lexington 
and South Sudan – with ethnic foods, 
African singing and colorful crafts 

– and heavy discussions regarding 
mass violence and elusive justice for 
that east African nation.

The American Civil War that 
draws history buffs here is dwarfed 
in scope by the last 70 years in the 
Sudan, then the largest nation in Af-
rica.  After two lengthy post-colonial 
civil wars, South Sudan split off in 
2011. But two years later, it fell into 
its own civil war. A fragile peace 
agreement last year is holding, but 
more than two million people remain 
displaced by the conflict, according 
to Jacqueline Wilson, a mediation 
consultant who helped organize the 
Lexington conference.

And that’s not including the 
thousands in the North American 
dispersion, or diaspora, such as a di-
minishing community of about 80 in 
Roanoke.

“The diaspora has continued to 
come together in various forms,” 
said Wilson, who has visited the Su-
dans dozens of times since 2005 for 
the U.S. Institute of Peace and for 
her Georgetown University disserta-
tion on “blood money” retribution. “I 
think what made this one unique was 
the radical hospitality, as it’s been 
called here in  Lexington.   I’ve   not 

See Sudan, page 7

A SMALL GROUP discussion at Lexington Presbyterian Church en-
gages (from left) Helen Achol Abyei of Sudanese Community Church 
of Denver, Noel Otuk Kulang of the African Sudanese Fellowship in 
Annandale, and Bishop Patrick Augustine of Bor, South Sudan. (Doug 
Cumming photo)

ASHLEY HOSTETTER works with her heifer Kay last week on her family’s 
farm in Collierstown. (Katie Doar photo)
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collegiate animal judging 
teams, “We would always en-
courage the kids: ‘Go up, in-
troduce yourself, shake their 
hands, say thank you’ … and, 
for [Ashley], it really brought 
her out of her shell. Now she 
doesn’t mind getting up and 
speaking in front of some-
body. Doesn’t think twice 
about it now.”   

Hostetter will be show-
ing a pig named Moose and a 
heifer named Kay. Moose will 
go up for auction, but as for 
Kay, who is “very pregnant,” 
Hostetter just hopes she will 
make it to the fair before giv-
ing birth.    

Although she’s showing 
just two animals at the fair, 
Hostetter cares for many more 
on her family farm in the Col-
lierstown area. Standing out-
side, her mother gestured to a 
sun-soaked pasture in front of 
the house, where many cows 
were grazing. “Majority of 
these animals are pretty much 
Ashley’s,” she said.  

Hostetter led her pig and 
heifer around the farm. The 
pig is white with black stripes, 
and he trotted around with en-
ergy. The heifer, which looked 
uncomfortable in the late-day 
heat, nevertheless held out her 
chin and posed calmly for pic-
tures.

Hostetter said that the 
hardest part of caring for a calf 
is “day-to-day maintenance 
and breaking it in.” Caring for 
a pig, on the other hand, “is 
not that hard … you have to 
feed them every day, and it’s 
good to get them out and walk 
them ... [to] train your pig not 
to run from you — or to try to 
get them not to run from you 

— because sometimes they 
just like to take off.”  

She mentioned how, last 
year, her pig got into a big fight 
with another pig. Luckily, that 
incident was overshadowed 
by a greater success: Hostetter 
won supreme showmanship. 
Her prize was an intricate belt 
buckle, which she wore last 
week during the interview for 
this article.

Hostetter is grateful to 
4-H for many reasons, but 
she said that not many of her 
classmates are involved in the 
program. When pressed for a 
reason, she took a minute to 
think. Then she said, “Peo-
ple are more into sports. But 
sometimes I feel like my gen-
eration just doesn’t want to do 
anything outside of school … 
It’s the time commitment.”

When asked about what 
they might be doing — when 
they’re not doing anything 
— Hostetter laughed and 
said, immediately, “Playing 
games.” 

Megan Sheets, the 4-H Ex-
tension agent for Rockbridge, 
told The News-Gazette that 
the number of livestock par-
ticipants within the 4-H pro-
gram has remained pretty 
stable over the last four years. 
But as the Cloverbud kids age, 
she hopes to see an upswing in 
participation.  

The Cloverbud club, which 
began about 18 months ago, is 
a 4-H program designed spe-
cifically for children ages 5 
to 8. 

“That age group doesn’t 
have a lot of options in terms 
of extracurriculars, if they 
don’t play a sport,” Sheets 
said. “The Cloverbud club in 
Rockbridge was born out of 
that need for those kids that 

don’t have any of those tradi-
tional interests.” 

There’s a share program 
for families that don’t have ac-
cess to land, so even suburban 
kids can raise livestock. This 
is important for the livelihood 
of the 4-H livestock program, 
especially since the number 
of participants from working 
farms is dwindling. 

Even in Rockbridge 
County, Sheets has noticed a 
significant change. “Ten years 
ago, most of the people you’d 
see [in the 4-H livestock pro-
gram] were living on working 

farms. … That’s not so much 
the case anymore.”  

Sheets speculated that the 
shift was natural. “People have 
grown up. … My brother and I 
are going to build homes and 
live on our family’s farm, but 
not everyone is so lucky. … In 
a lot of cases a farm can’t sup-
port multiple generations of a 
family, and so young people 
need to purchase land to buy 
a farm, or get a house off the 
farm.”  

Some residents have put 
their property in easements 
to ensure that their land — 
and the land of Rockbridge 

County more generally — 
won’t be turned into a parking 
lot or a shopping mall. But the 
easements also restrict prop-
erty owners in terms of what 
they can build on their land, 
and by extension, how much 
of their family they can ac-
commodate, she said.  

When asked about the fu-
ture of the 4-H livestock pro-
gram, Sheets said, “I want to 
see growth. But I just want the 
community to support the pro-
gram like they always have. 
It teaches the youth so many 
things. It’s an experience that 
can’t be rivaled.”

For Ashley Hostetter and 
her mother Laurie Allgood, 
the 4-H livestock program 
instills in its youth intangible 
character traits, like respect 
and a sense of responsibility. 
But it also teaches basic facts 
about life.   

Allgood said that some 
youths “don’t even know 
where eggs come from. They 
think hamburgers are made 
out of ham! Even the kids in 
this county.” 

Hostetter chimed in, “Kids 
around the county should 
know where their stuff comes 
from.”  

A group of second-grad-
ers will be going to the fair 
on Thursday morning, and 
Hostetter will help show them 
around, and instruct them 
about the animals. She said 
that a group of fourth-graders 
usually comes, too, and they 
learn about raising animals 
along with other topics, like 
soil conservation. Hostetter’s 
big events will take place on 
Friday. The 4-H showmanship 
is Friday morning, and the 
4-H live auction will be later 
that evening.  

Her future goals include 
going to college and starting a 
career in agriculture, Hostet-
ter said. But there’s a strong 
chance that she will come 
back to the 4-H world and 
support it. 

Sheets, who already works 
in the 4-H world, said, “It’s 
never the same day twice…
I don’t feel like it’s a job.”  
Once, Sheets said, a girl at 
4-H camp asked her, “Megan, 
what do you do for money?” 

Megan laughed. She said, 
“They think I do this for fun. 
And they’re right, it is fun.”

4-H

ASHLEY HOSTETTER will be among the Rockbridge County 4-H’ers showing animals at 
this week’s Rockbridge Regional Fair. (Katie Doar photo)

Railroad
continued from page 1

Knight explained that Norfolk 
Southern changed its operat-
ing procedures in July, in-
troducing much longer trains 
to railways, some up to two 
miles in length. 

“It’s almost two trains to-
gether,” Knight said.

The roadblock issue on the 
Va. 56 crossing arises when 
north and southbound trains 
must pass one another on 
double tracks. A southbound 
train must pull over and stop 
to allow a northbound train 
to pass. The increased length 
of these locomotives resulted 
in pulled-over trains extend-
ing into Vesuvius, repeatedly 
blocking the roadway on Va. 
56.

Virginia code states a 
train engineer can be fined 
up to $500 if a train blocks 
a roadway crossing for more 
than five minutes, except in 
the event of an emergency or 
breakdown.

State police opened an in-
vestigation into the nine-hour 
roadblock incident. Knight 
suggested the increased length 
of the train could have caused 
radio communication to be 
lost between the engineer at 
the front of the train and the 
remote at the back. The inves-
tigation is still ongoing.

Knight said Virginia State 
Police took steps to establish 
and maintain better communi-
cation with Norfolk Southern 
Railway Corporation as a re-
sult of these incidents. In re-
sponse to the issue, trains will 
park to allow passing on a sin-
gle track farther north in Au-
gusta County to ensure Va. 56 
does not see more blockings. 
Knight said there has been “no 
problems” since Aug. 22.

A media representative 
with Norfolk Southern could 
not be reached by The News-
Gazette.

19 W. Nelson Street, Lexington
540-462-2848

When I opened my business I contacted The News Gazette to get infor-
mation about an ad in the local paper.  I spoke with April who told me 
about a new business package which included an article about the busi-
ness and three additional ads to be used in the months after the initial ad 
about the business.  April was very helpful and answered all questions I 
had.  I feel that this ad was extremely helpful in getting the word out to 
the community about my business.  The follow up ads helped to “remind” 
readers about my business.  Many people who came to my shop men-
tioned finding out about my business from the ad in The News Gazette.  I 
would encourage anyone opening a new business to contact April at The 
News Gazette for information on how they can help.

Let us showcase your business for success. 
Call our advertising department at (540) 463-3113 
or email April at amikels@thenews-gazette.com. 

The News-Gazette
Where successful businesses advertise. Keep it  local!

(540) 463-3113  •  20 W. Nelson St., Lexington, VA
advertising@thenews-gazette.com or amikels@thenews-gazette.com

New Firm Needed
To Cap Old Landfill
By Ed Smith

Capping Rockbridge County’s old landfill has run into 
a snag, prompting a termination of the contract with the 
construction company that was doing the work.

The Blue Ridge Resource Authority was expected 
to approve a settlement agreement yesterday afternoon, 
Tuesday, with T&K Construction LLC. The agreement 
calls for BRRA to make a final payment of $416,000 to 
T&K and for the contractor to vacate the work site by this 
Friday, Sept. 6.

With the final payment, the total amount of money 
paid by BRRA to T&K will be $746,000. T&K was 
awarded a $2.5 million contract this past April to cap the 
landfill, which stopped accepting waste as it neared ca-
pacity at the end of 2017.

BRRA’s new lined landfill, a joint venture of Rock-
bridge County and Lexington, opened and began accept-
ing waste in July of 2017.

“We decided to move in a different direction,” said 
BRRA director Ray York of the decision to “terminate 
the contract for convenience.” SCS Engineers, the firm 
that advises the county on landfill issues, York explained, 
had a disagreement with T&K over how to best cap the 
landfill.

The Virginia Department of Environmental Quality is 
monitoring the situation, York pointed out. “DEQ wants 
it capped as soon as practical,” he said. “They understand 
where we are. The next sep is for us to rebid in earnest.”

As mandated by DEQ regulations, a closure fund 
was set up by the now-defunct Rockbridge County Solid 
Waste Authority to cover the costs of closing the old 
landfill. The three Rockbridge area jurisdictions, includ-
ing Buena Vista, contributed to the closure fund. The 
amount left in this fund is to be used to pay for complet-
ing the closure.

After approving the settlement with T&K, BRRA was 
to turn its attention to rebidding the project.
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New
Season,
Same Dry
Weather
Drought Causing
Problems For Farmers
By Katie Doar

Responding to questions about the current 
drought, Tom Stanley, the Rockbridge Extension 
agent for Agriculture and Natural Resources, told 
a story about a woman who called him in mild 
distress after discovering a loose cow in her yard. 

“The cow was looking for something to eat,” 
Stanley explained, “and it swam the Maury River 
— or, you know, walked the Maury River, ‘cause 
the water levels are so low — then went up this 
very steep ascent, all to find some pretty choice 
grass in a neighbor’s yard.” 

Stanley’s story, though humorous, also re-
flects the somewhat alarming conditions of the 
area’s current drought, which has taken hold in 
recent weeks as the dearth of rain in August has 
extended into September and, as of Monday, fall.

If the county doesn’t see any rain this week, 
then the month of September will close out with 
just a half inch of recorded rainfall. 

Julian Kesterson, a Glasgow-based weather 
observer for the National Weather Service, said 
that rainfall for this month is “way below nor-
mal,” and marveled at current temperatures. 

“This is the warmest September I’ve ever 
had,” he said.  

And September’s not alone. Six out of the 
eight months of 2019 have seen average tem-
peratures rise above what’s considered normal. 

There’s no doubt that current weather condi-
tions have had a big impact on farmers. Stanley 
said that livestock grazing and late season hay 
production would be especially affected. Lucky 
for most, however, row crops like corn and soy 
beans were largely finished before the drought 

See Weather, page 14

Wedding’s On For Local Couple
But So Is Civil
Suit Despite 
AG’s Ruling
By Harrison Mines

The local couple participat-
ing in the legal challenge to Vir-
ginia’s requirement to identify 
race on a marriage license will 
be able to get married on time 
next month – without identify-
ing their race.

Attorney General Mark 
Herring issued a memo Friday, 
Sept. 13, saying Virginia clerks 
must accept marriage licenses 

in which respondents refuse to 
answer the question of racial 
identification.

“It is a welcome first step to-
wards eliminating this outdated 
and shameful requirement from 
the Virginia code,” Brandyn 
Churchill of Lexington said 
of Herring’s guidance. “In the 
short term, it will enable us to 
obtain a marriage license.”

Churchill and his fiancée 
Sophie Rogers are two of six 
plaintiffs listed in a federal 
civil suit filed Sept. 5 who see 
the racial identification rule as 
historically consistent with rac-
ist laws in Virginia banning in-
terracial marriage, which were 

ultimately voted down by the 
Supreme Court in 1967. 

When Churchill and Rog-
ers sought a marriage license at 
the Rockbridge County Circuit 
Court clerk’s office for their 
Oct. 19 wedding date, they were 
unable to obtain a marriage li-
cense without identifying their 
race from a list of over 200 ra-
cial categories.

Believing the need to iden-
tify oneself as a single racial 
category in order to marry in-
fringes upon their rights under 
the First, 13th and 14th amend-
ments, Churchill and Rogers 
joined onto the lawsuit filed by 

civil rights lawyer Victor M. 
Glasberg.

In response to the civil suit, 
Attorney General Herring filed 
a memorandum that concluded 
clerks must accept marriage li-
censes when individuals decline 
to respond to the racial identi-
fication question, ultimately 
changing the rule effectively in 
Virginia circuit courts.

On Herring’s official Twit-
ter account Sept. 14, he tweeted 
out an article covering the Vir-
ginia change in practice with the 
statement: “Glad we could help 
resolve this situation quickly.”

See Wedding, page 9

By Katie Doar
On Aug. 20, three girls gath-

ered in a small room with a white 
board and an American flag in 
the basement of Grace Episcopal 
Church. It was their first Scout 
meeting. In the larger room next 
door, Scout Troop 29 met as 
usual. Intermittently, boys from 
Troop 29 would travel into the 
girls’ room to speak with Sam 
King, the long-time volunteer 
leader who was in the midst of ex-
plaining the badge system to the 
new Scouts of Troop 92.

“The badges are like a mem-
ory board of all the things you’ve 
done,” King said.

Penny Peach sat next to King, 
and every now and then chimed 

in to help explain the uniform: 
where to sew the badges on, and 
how. At 18, Peach, has a long his-
tory of scouting experience. She is 
president of her Venture Crew — 
a co-ed offshoot of scouting that 
focuses on outdoor adventure — 
and she used to be a Girl Scout. 
Now, she’s joined Troop 92 to 
lead the younger girls and work 
toward earning her Eagle Scout 
badge. 

Until this year, becoming an 
Eagle Scout used to be a boys-
only endeavor. 

But, back in February, the Boy 
Scouts of America made a con-
troversial decision to change its 
name and its policy: the organiza-
tion would now be called Scouts 

BSA, and they would allow girls 
to follow Boy Scout programming 
— now “Scout” programming — 
in all-female troop units.

So, in the late summer, fol-
lowing the change, Mary Dea-
con, Mattie Robinson, and Penny 
Peach gathered to form the first-
ever girl Scout troop — not to be 
confused with Girl Scout troops 
— in Lexington. A few weeks 
later, Danielle Smith also joined.   

At this first meeting, the girls 
were relatively quiet. The feeling 
was like the first day of school, 
when some necessary details and 
inevitable shyness must be dealt 
with before the real business of 
learning can start. 

See Scouts, page 4

A New Era In Scouting
Local Girls Now Joining (Boy) Scouts

Patriotic Fervor
Portraying Rosie the Riveter, the iconic working woman of World War II, Caroline Rasmussen (left) and Mary LePere, color guard 
members of the Parry McCluer High School Marching Blues, perform during the Central Highlands All-Area Marching Band Show-
case held last Tuesday at PMHS. The Marching Blues’ show, “We The People,” featured several patriotic tunes. On Saturday at 
“Blast In The Draft,” a competition in Stuarts Draft, the PMHS band placed fourth overall in its class and third in general effect. The 
color guard earned first place in its class. For more photos from last week’s showcase, see page B1. (Stephanie Mikels Blevins photo)

Dancing On The Green
Even Lexington Mayor Frank Friedman got into the dancing at the sec-
ond annual Latino Heritage Festival at Hopkins Green on Monday eve-
ning. Dancing with him is Fio Lewis, underserved outreach coordinator 
for Project Horizon and one of the organizers of the event. For more 
photos of the festival, see page 2. (Stephanie Mikels Blevins photo)

NB Hotel
Gets New

Owner

The Natural Bridge Historic 
Hotel and Conference Center has 
new ownership. 

According to a press release re-
ceived by The News-Gazette as the 
paper was going to press Tuesday, 
Christine Cantone has acquired the 
majority equity ownership of the 
hotel and the adjacent cottages, ef-
fective Sept. 18. 

The goal, she said, is to “elevate 
Natural Bridge Hotel to the next 
level, making it a great place to work 
and a distinguished resort that guests 
will rave about.” 

For 14 years, Cantone worked at 
Merck & Company, one of the larg-
est pharmaceutical companies in the 
country. Cantone wants to bring this 
“world class company” experience 

to the Natural Bridge Hotel to help 
make it the most sought-after place 
to work in this region of Virginia. 

Cantone and her team expect to 
spend considerable time at the hotel 
to help it achieve excellence in hos-
pitality service.  Building on the 
hotel’s impressive culinary reputa-
tion, the Cantone “team” envisions 

the hotel will be a leader in hosting 
special events in this part of Virginia. 

Tom Clarke purchased the hotel 
in 2014 along with what is now the 
Natural Bridge State Park and Cav-
erns at Natural Bridge. Clark says he 
feels confident Cantone will continue 
to protect and preserve the historic 
treasure that is the Natural Bridge 
Hotel. 
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OFFICIAL VOTING INFORMATION
BUENA VISTA, LEXINGTON,
AND ROCKBRIDGE COUNTY

The Constitution of Virginia requires that, to be qualified to 
vote, residents must register in the locality where they live.
To be eligible to vote in the November 5, 2019 General 
Election, a resident must register no later than 5 p.m. on 
October 15, 2019.  Residents may apply by mail, online, in 
person at the Registrars’ offices, at the Department of Mo-
tor Vehicles, or at other designated state agencies.
A registered voter who will be unable to vote at the polls 
on November 5, may be eligible to vote by absentee ballot.  
Voters may vote absentee in person at the registrars’ offices 
no later than 5 p.m. November 2 or they may request an 
absentee ballot be mailed to them.  The last day to request 
an absentee ballot by mail is October 29.  Persons who are 
hospitalized or become incapacitated after November 2 or 
who must be away for unexpected business reasons may 
be eligible to file an emergency application and vote an 
absentee ballot.
The Voter Registrar offices will be open from 9 am until 5 
pm on Saturday October 26 and Saturday, November 2 
for residents to vote absentee in-person.

BUENA VISTA LEXINGTON CITY          
Emilie Staton, Registrar Jan Yowell, Registrar                               
2039 Sycamore Avenue  300 E. Washington Street
540-261-8605 540-462-3706
Hours:  9:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.   Hours:  9:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
               1:30 p.m. –   5:00 p.m.                1:30 p.m. –   5:00 p.m.

ROCKBRIDGE COUNTY
Sheila Hall, Registrar
150 S. Main Street
540-463-7203
Hours:  8:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.
               2:30 p.m  – 5:00 p.m.

Cattle Report for August 30th through September 20th
Feeder Steers                Feeder Heifers   
400-500#  $130.00-156.00  400-500# $115.00-131.00
500-600# $130.00-156.00 500-600#  $115.00-126.00
600-700# $130.00-145.00 600-700#  $110.00-124.00
700-800#  $122.00-141.00 700-800# $110.00-121.00
Cows #  $30.00-69.00 (mostly 50-60) Slaughter Bulls #  $65.00-90.00 (mostly 75-85)

 (does not include slow cows or heifers)

629 HEAD SOLD  8/30/19 FOR $725.35 AVG. 
570 HEAD SOLD 9/13/19 FOR $646.60 AVG.
761 HEAD SOLD 9/20/19 FOR $602.62 AVG.

5 Steers 517# from aMHERST $146.00; 14 Steers 684# from Kent Store, VA $130.00 
10 Steers 654# from Marlinton $143.00; 11 Heifers 561# from Marlinton $125.00

7 Heifers 633# from Marlinton $121.00; 4 Heifers 668# from Lindside $123.00
4 Heifers 668# from Lindside $123.00; 4 Heifers $457# from Nimitz $120.00

WE ACCEPT LIVESTOCK FROM 6-8PM EVERY THURSDAY EVENING 
TRUCKING AVAILABLE, WE ACCEPT INTERSTATE CATTLE 

SPECIAL WEANED CATTLE SALE SEPTEMBER 27TH
Strong Sales Every Friday at 2 PM

For consistency this report only reflects ALL feeder cattle that meet a M-L grade 1-2, # prices are per hundred. 

Cattlemen’s Livestock Exchange
34906 Midland Trail, Caldwell WV 24925

 Brandon Myers 304-667-2178, CALL ME  34906 Midland Trail East, Caldwell WV 24925

continued from page 1
The two younger girls were 

wary of an interview with a re-
porter, too. Some even hid. But 
after encouragement from her 
mother, Mary Deacon turned 
around and explained, very 
steadily and with eye contact, 
why she wanted to join Scouts.

“I wanted to learn to build 
a fire,” she said.

Penny Peach, who was en-
ergetic and talkative, answered 
a question about how she got 
involved with scouting in gen-
eral. She gave a response that 
would be familiar to those in 
scouting circles.

“Mostly it was through 
siblings,” she said. “I have 
an older brother who was in 
crew and Boy Scouts, and I re-
member that a lot.” After she 
moved and left her Girl Scout 
troop behind, Peach decided to 
join Venture Crew because of 
the memories she had of her 
brother going on exciting hik-
ing and camping trips.

In elementary or middle 
school, Peach’s only scout-
ing option would have been 
the Girl Scouts, since Venture 
Crew caters to high school 
students only, ages 8-14. But 
now, younger girls will have 
the choice that Penny didn’t 
get to make, deciding between 
Scouts and Girl Scouts. And 
while it may seem like a neg-
ligible choice on the surface, 
it might matter to girls who 
have grown up watching their 
brothers hike and camp as part 
of a Scouts BSA troop. The 
pervading impression is that 
Scouts has more to offer when 
it comes to outdoor activities, 
while Girl Scouts tend to focus 
more on volunteer work and 
learning for future careers. 

And yet for Jennifer Pfis-
ter, the director of communi-
cations for the Girl Scouts of 
Virginia Skyline, that pervad-
ing impression is a false one. 
Both of the organizations are 
based in the outdoors, she 

said, even if Girls Scouts does 
try to offer opportunities for 
all kinds of adventures beyond 
getting back to nature. Accord-
ing to Pfister, Girl Scouts has 
recently been concentrating on 
involving girls in STEM (sci-
ence, technology, engineering 
and math). They’ve added 18 
coding badges and nine cyber 
security badges. It might be 
that one’s degree of involve-
ment in the outdoors ultimately 
depends on the interests of the 
troop and the skills of the vol-
unteer leader.

-   -   -
Whatever their reasons for 

joining Scouts instead Girl 
Scouts, the girls’ decision to 
form Troop 92 could be seen 
as historically significant. 
Girls have wanted to join Boy 
Scouts — now called Scouts 
— for over 100 years. 

As early as 1909, a group 
of uninvited girls showed up to 
a Boy Scout rally at London’s 
Crystal Palace. Their khaki 
uniforms were nearly identi-
cal to the boy’s uniforms, and 
they had fashioned them them-
selves. At first, British Boy 
Scout founder Robert Baden-
Powell allowed them to join 
in the Scouting activities. But 
a few months later, perhaps at 
the request of a disapproving 
mother, Baden-Powell and his 
sister Agnes announced their 
intention to create a distinc-
tively female scouting group. 
The group would be called 
“girl guides,” named for their 
guiding roles in boys’ adven-
tures. 

But the problem of the 
uniform remained. That’s 
because the khaki outfits, de-
signed after the uniforms of 
the British army, were meant 
to encourage boys to imagine 
themselves as future soldiers.  

This troubled British citi-
zens in the 1910s. An anony-
mous Girl Guide Gazette 
contributor wrote,“[I]” fear it 
may lead to a spread of such 

horrors as women pretending 
to be soldiers, and going about 
as recruiting ‘officers’ dressed 
up in uniforms and calling 
themselves ‘sergeants’ and 
‘corporals’”  

Fast forward to 2019, and 
the reviews are still mixed 
about girls joining Scouts. 
Some have been positive 
about the change, while oth-
ers, outraged, have pulled their 
sons out of Scouts. But now, 
the critics don’t mind girls 
“pretending to be soldiers.” 
They’re upset because they 
believe that the integrity of 
the all-male program is being 
compromised for the sake of 
inclusion. For example, Nicole 
Russell wrote in the Washing-
ton Examiner, “How exactly 
will girls, who eventually will 
become women, benefit from 
constantly invading on the sa-
cred space that is a boys’ play-
ground?”

Ironically enough, the Girl 
Scouts are on the same side as 
Russell, but for different rea-
sons. They’re less concerned 
about invading boys’ sacred 
spaces, and more doubtful that 
Scouts BSA will be able to 
offer programming that suits 
girls’ needs. When asked about 
advantages that the Girl Scouts 
might have over Scouts, for 
instance, Pfister pointed to the 
years of research.  

“All of our badge work 
is based upon research about 
girls. We try to offer some-
thing that is designed for them. 
Most of a girl’s life is co-ed … 
[in girl-only spaces] girls have 
freedom to explore, to take 
healthy risks.” 

As for Scouts potentially 
poaching Girl Scout members, 
Pfister said that the change 
hasn’t affected numbers in 
Virginia at all, although there 
has been some confusion. As 
a result of the similar names of 
the organizations, some girls 
have accidentally signed up 

to be (girl) Scouts, when they 
meant to be Girl Scouts.

To be clear, even when 
girls join Scouts, no one’s sa-
cred space is actually being 
trampled on. Troop 92 (girls) 
and Troop 29 (boys) are sepa-
rate troops. And, for the most 
part, they will have their own 
outing schedules, a detail that 
matters less to Scouts and 
more to parents who might 
enjoy the convenience of joint 
activities if they have chil-
dren in both troops. In special 
cases, King said, it might work 
out for the two troops to do 
activities together, but if they 
go camping, for example, the 
girls would have to camp three 
or four sites up from the boys.   

So the boys will retain their 
sacred space after all; girls are 
merely being allowed to fol-
low the boy’s program in a 
separate troop.

King said that he hasn’t 
picked up on much negativ-
ity about the change locally, 
and he also implied that the 
critics don’t have much cause 
for concern. Despite recent 
changes, including an update 
that allows gay scouts to be-
come scoutmasters when they 
turn 18, the basic tenants of 
scouting have remained the 
same, King said. “Owing our 
allegiance to our country and 
to God are institutional values. 
We just feel that that’s impor-
tant. Those are our tenants ... 
being reverent, being clean, 
being honest, trustworthy — 
what’s wrong with that? And 
that’s what we follow. You 
don’t have to be a boy to do 
that; you can be a girl, too.”  

Joe Barton, a law student 
at Washington and Lee who, 
according to King, was “big 
time in Scouts,” serves as a 
volunteer leader at Troop 29’s 
meetings in his spare time. 
When asked about girls joining 
Scouts, Barton was positive. 

“I think it’s excellent. It’s 
not supposed to be a gender 

thing … Scouts has always 
been about character and lead-
ership development.”    

King agreed.
“I don’t think there’s any 

challenge a girl can’t do,” he 
said.

Should troops 29 and 92 
ever decide to go on outings 
together, one of the benefits 
besides making new friends 
might be the pooling of num-
bers and resources. The girls 
have just four members and 
are hoping to add more. Al-
though the boys’ troop has 
more members than the girls,’ 
there are less now than in re-
cent memory.

“Back in the day,” King 
said, “everybody joined Scouts 
… Now, there are just so many 
organizations to compete 
with.” 

Troop leaders are harder 
to come by, too, as parents get 
busier and busier. This puts 
more pressure on the volun-
teer leaders that do come out. 
King said that he spends about 
20 hours a week organizing 
plans for Troop 29, and that he 
expects to work 10 now that 
he is a leader for Troop 92. 
When asked about the hardest 
thing she’s done in her history 
of scouting, even Penny Peach 
reported that it came down to 
numbers. 

“The hardest thing is trying 
to do too many jobs because 
you don’t have enough peo-
ple,” Peach said.

But even though there are 
less now than there have been 
in the past, Troop 29 still has 
many loyal members, several 
of whom have recently become 
Eagle Scouts. Even with all of 
the distractions of the 21st cen-
tury —and perhaps because of 
them —current Scouts revere 
the program, and feel indebted 
to it. 

Joe Barton, for example, 
said that he has stayed in-
volved in scouting in order to 
give back that sense of peer 

mentorship that he received as 
a younger Boy Scout. 

Other scouts, like Noah 
Knick, who was featured in 
this paper for his Eagle Scout 
project involving U.S. flag 
drop boxes, have expressed 
gratitude for the lifelong 
friends made as result of scout-
ing.  

King also posited that the 
scouts who stay loyal to the 
program are the ones who 
would like a challenge.

Scouts are known for 
learning how to exist in nature 
without modern comforts, for 
example. They learn how to 
live off the land, how to read 
a map, and how to build a fire. 
These things can seem anach-
ronistic in the world of GPS 
and fast food, but many would 
deem them important skills 
nonetheless. Even if learning 
how to read a map isn’t an 
absolute necessity these days, 
there are reasons — outside 
the scope of practicality — to 
keep the old ways of doing 
things around.

Those reasons might have 
to do with the character that 
comes from being resource-
ful and patient, and going 
step by step, instead of taking 
the usual short cuts. There’s 
also a certain excitement that 
comes from studying and ap-
preciating a map, for example, 
rather than scrolling through 
an iPhone. 

Now, girls in and around 
Lexington will be able to par-
ticipate in Scouts activities, 
thereby accessing more oppor-
tunities for exploring nature, 
and meeting friends and men-
tors. 

“There’s girls that would 
like a challenge,” King reit-
erated. “They would like the 
recognition to be able to earn 
Eagle Scout.” He singled out 
Penny Peach, the 18-year-old 
Scout who will help lead troop 
92’s younger members. “She’s 
a great example.” 

MATTIE ROBINSON, Mary Deacon and Danielle Smith learn the 12 points of the Scout 
Law using a word scrambling exercise introduced by leader Penny Peach. The 12 points 
of the Scout Law are intended to guide the behavior of Scouts. “A Scout is Trustworthy, 
Loyal, Helpful, Friendly, Courteous, Kind, Obedient, Cheerful, Thrifty, Brave, Clean, and 
Reverent.” 

FOUNDERS AND CHARTER members of Troop 92 gather after their first meeting. Pic-
tured is Sam King, a volunteer leader for troops 29 and 92, Mary Deacon, Mattie Robin-
son, Penny Peach, and volunteer leader Quentin Peach. 

Scouts

Entrepreneurs, real estate agents, de-
velopers, investors and citizens are in-
vited to Downtown Buena Vista’s Fall 
Property Tour 2019. The event will take 
place on Thursday, Oct. 10, from 5 to 7 
p.m. 

The event will be a self-guided tour 
of over a dozen available commercial 
properties in downtown Buena Vista. 
The tour will include buildings of par-
ticipating owners. The tour starts at 2047 
Magnolia Ave.

Thos attending should stop by the 
Camelot Building (2047 Magnolia Ave.) 
during the event for a reception and to 
learn more about the GoBV initiative.

A listing of participating properties 
will be available soon. For more infor-
mation, or to add a downtown property 
to the tour, contact Jamie Goodin at go-
tobv@gmail.com. Updates will be avail-
able at: http://bit.ly/bvpropertytour2019.

GoBV is a project started by Ed 
Walker, a real estate developer in Roa-

noke. Walker brought his expertise to 
Washington and Lee University School 
of Law to get law students excited about 
the community impact real estate devel-
opment can have. The W&L Real Estate 
Development team purchased $1.3 mil-
lion in properties in downtown Buena 
Vista in 2017-2018 to help start new 
growth in the town. The goal is to con-
nect interesting folks, with big ideas, to 
real estate opportunities in Buena Vista.

GoBV Presents Fall Property Tour

Salvation
Army Looking
For Ringers

The Salvation Army is now 
looking for volunteers to ring a 
bell at one of its kettle locations 
in Covington, Clifton Forge, or 
Lexington.  Individuals as well as 
families, church groups, schools 
and civic groups can volunteer to 
be a bell ringer for two hours or 
more. 

Call Kimm Robertson at (540) 
962-6206 for more information 
and to sign up to volunteer.  

Find us
on

Facebook



Parade
Helping
To Raise
Funds For
Family
By Katie Doar

Glasgow resident Nicole 
Rogers cares for her sick 
2-year-old son by day, and 
then sits up at the computer 
for much of the night, gather-
ing information. 

“I come in every night and 
she’s got a notebook, and it’s 
just full,” Nicole’s husband, 
Shane Kidd, said. “She writes 
memos and stuff, what to eat, 
what builds the brain, what 
doesn’t.”

In May of this year, their 
son Cole was diagnosed with 
a rare genetic brain disease 
called “late infantile Leuko-
dystrophy.” As the disease 
has progressed, it has taken 
away his motor skills; Cole 
can’t sit up on his own, speak, 
or move his arms and legs. 
Since the diagnosis, Rogers 
and Kidd have undergone the 
unpleasant experience of driv-

ing hours to meet with doctors 
that shrug their shoulders and 
admit that they have no idea 
what to do. 

“Most doctors have never 
heard of the disease,” Lisa 
Rogers, Nicole’s mother, said. 
“And [Nicole’s] got to edu-

cate the doctors and the nurses 
about how to take care of him, 
and what he needs.”    

When local artist and en-
tertainer Mark Cline learned 
of Cole’s illness, he and his 
wife, Sherry Cline, decided to 
combine a fundraiser for the 

family with efforts to revamp 
the Goshen Christmas parade.  

For every float entered in 
the Dec. 14 parade, $100 will 
be donated to Cole’s nonprofit 
charity, which is managed 
by Sherry and Mark Cline. 
The Clines will distribute the 

donated money to help pay 
for Cole’s family’s medical 
expenses, rent and utilities. 
Donations separate from the 
parade can be made online at 
www.fortheloveofcole.com, 

See Cole, page 13
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Many Shopped Local
Over Holiday Weekend

By Harrison Mines
Light rain didn’t hold 

back shoppers from support-
ing local businesses over the 
weekend, leading to a suc-
cessful kickoff of the holiday 
shopping season on Black Fri-
day and Small Business Satur-
day for area shops.

Before the shopping week-
end, the Lexington-Rock-
bridge Chamber of Commerce 
promoted “shopping small” by 
circulating benefits of support-
ing local businesses on social 
media. For every $1 spent lo-
cally, 67 cents will stay within 
the community and ultimately 
support local services and 

families. Along with sup-
porting economic growth in 
the community, area resi-
dents shopped small over the 
weekend to find holiday gifts 
unique to merchants in their 
hometown.

Saturday was “crazy 
good” for Sarah Dyer, owner 
of the upcycled antiques and 
gift store Urban Farm Girl in 
downtown Lexington.

Dyer, who took off Black 
Friday to be with her visit-
ing family, opened Urban 
Farm Girl on Nelson Street 
to gloomy weather Saturday 
feeling apprehensive. How-
ever, the community support 

from shoppers that day cast 
out Dyer’s doubts completely.

“I’m so thankful that peo-
ple who live in the Rockbridge 
County, Lexington and Buena 
Vista area tried to shop local 
first,” she said with a smile.

Dyer told The News-Ga-
zette she was able to see what 
other nearby businesses had 
to offer when Urban Farm 
Girl was closed Friday. At a 
time she would usually be in 
her own shop, Dyer had the 
chance to enjoy the unique 
finds of her small business 
peers with her family.

See Shopping, page 2

Be Fire Wise During This Holiday Season

Sanctuary
Discussion
Moved 
To RCHS
Board Gathering
Information Before
Possible Action

By eD sMitH
A possible resolution 

signifying support for the 
Second Amendment may 
be considered by the Rock-
bridge County Board of Su-
pervisors this Monday, Dec. 
9, beginning at 7 p.m., at the 
Rockbridge County High 
School auditorium.

The supervisors will 
convene their regularly 
scheduled meeting at 5:30 
p.m. in the county adminis-
tration building, then, due to 
an anticipated large crowd, 
move to the high school for 
discussion of citizens’ con-
cerns regarding the Second 
Amendment.

Those concerns were ex-
pressed during the citizens’ 
comments portion of the 
Nov. 25 meeting, which was 
moved to the Maury River 
Middle School gymnasium 
to accommodate the large 
crowd. Hundreds showed up 
and a majority of the 27 in-
dividuals who addressed the 
supervisors favored adop-
tion of a resolution declar-
ing Rockbridge County to 
be a “sanctuary” for Second 
Amendment rights.

At the conclusion of that 
meeting, supervisors Chair-
man Jay Lewis read the fol-
lowing statement: “If it is 
the pleasure of the Board, 
I’d like to instruct staff to 
share   with  the   Board   as 

See Sanctuary, page B14

For The Love Of Cole

AT WALKABOUT OUTFITTERS on Black Friday, Sara Cunningham (at right) of Lexing-
ton shops with her sisters (from left) Barbara Wedig from New York and Carol Miller from 
Washington, D.C., as well as her nephew Dan Wedig. (Claudia Schwab photo)

NICOLE ROGERS and Shane Kidd lovingly care for their 2-year-old son Cole, who was diagnosed in May with a rare ge-
netic brain disease that has taken away his motor skills. Local artist Mark Cline and his wife Sherry are leading a community 
effort to raise money to help with the family’s medical and other bills. (Katie Doar photo)

Candles, Dry
Trees Top 
Concerns

For Firefighters
By Harrison Mines

“Holidays are a time for a 
lot of good times,” Lt. Nick 

Ramsey said at the Lexington 
Community Watch meeting 
Nov. 20, reminding attendees 
of upcoming holiday gather-
ings with family, friends and 
loved ones. “Now imagine if 
a fire were to happen during 
those times,” he warned.

That evening, Ramsey 
led a holiday fire safety pre-
sentation on behalf of the 

Lexington Fire Department 
alongside Lexington Police 
Executive Secretary Vicki 
Pickle, who offered advice 
on holiday shopping safety 
to attendees. (Those shopping 
safety tips were the topic of a 
story in last week’s paper.)

Across the country, fire 
departments respond to an 
average of 160 Christmas 

tree fires each year, Ramsey 
said.  “Out of about every 52 
of those fires, one results in 
death.

“If you get a live tree, have 
a schedule to water it daily,” 
Ramsey suggested, to keep 
trees from drying out and cre-
ating fire hazards. “Check the 
lights and don’t string exten-
sion cords together.”

Outdoor lights also need to 
be powered by longer exten-
sion cords, Ramsey said, add-
ing outdoor lights are fine as 
long as they are “rated for out-
door,” and purchasing covers 
for outdoor cords can ensure 
no moisture gets to them. 

“Candles  are  the   No.   1 

See Fire, page 8
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Area 
Woman
Dies In 
Wreck

A Lexington woman 
died in a single-vehicle 
crash in the Kerrs Creek 
area Wednesday, Nov. 
27.

Virginia State Po-
lice say that Susan Jane 
Charlton, 60, was travel-
ing east on U.S. 60 in a 
2004 Chevrolet pickup 
when the vehicle ran off 
the right side of road, 
struck a tree and over-
turned several times. 
The accident occurred 
at 12:55 p.m. at the in-
tersection of Still House 
Drive.

Charlton, who was 
wearing her seatbelt, 
died at the scene, ac-
cording to Virginia State 
Trooper N. Harris.

Virginia State Police 
is continuing to investi-
gate the accident,

Visit To China
Russell Tolley, project sourcing manager for Munters Cor-
poration Data Center Business Area located in Buena 
Vista, visited Shanghai, China, to attend Munters Global 
Sourcing annual meetings in October, and took a copy of 
his hometown paper with him for the “Vacationing With The 
News-Gazette” photo project. He noted that while in China, 
he visited the Munters factory in the Jiangyin Provence, 
and the Humble Administrators Garden in the city of Su-
zhou. Next year, the Munters Global Sourcing meetings will 
be in Mumbai, India.

continued from page 1
or in person at the Bank of 
Botetourt. 

Mark Cline told The 
News-Gazette that around 40 
floats have already been en-
tered, and that, as word has 
gotten around, more donations 
have been coming in. 

Goshen’s Christmas pa-
rade used to be a major event. 
But recently the parade has 
been largely dominated by 
fire and rescue vehicles. Only 
about 15 individual families 
showed up to watch last year, 
according to Cline. 

“It was more like a fire-
man’s meeting,” Cline said. 
“So we thought maybe we 
can create a miracle in Goshen 
and a little magic in Glasgow 
at the same time. This is 
Christmas, so it’s all about the 
healing.”

Anyone who wants to 
enter the parade should con-
tact Mark Cline or the town 
of Goshen; the sponsorship 
for Cole’s charity is only ac-
tive for actual floats, though, 
rather than for groups of walk-
ers. Mark Cline is encourag-
ing those who are entering 
floats in other local parades 
to bring them to Goshen. The 
parade starts at 4 p.m. on Dec. 
14.

Nicole Rogers and Shane 
Kidd described their family as 
private, so, at first, they were 
skeptical about the idea. But 
eventually they decided to use 
the event to raise awareness as 
well as funds. 

“We want somebody else 
not to have to go through 
this,” Kidd said.

According to Rogers, 
Leukodystrophy can be pre-
vented if its potential victims 
are aware that they are sus-
ceptible before the symptoms 
set in. There are tests that can 
identify the disease, but since 
most doctors don’t know 
about it, much less average 
parents, there’s not much of 
an opportunity for people to 
take the necessary tests before 
the disease becomes serious 
and deadly. To make matters 
worse, Cole’s early symptoms 
seemed harmless. He often 
walked on tip-toe, Kidd said, 
and was uncomfortable in a 
car-seat, but plenty of kids 
act this way, so those behav-

iors didn’t seem like cause for 
concern.

The family first noticed 
that Cole might need medical 
attention on his second birth-
day. 

“We came up to do a little 
party, and we had presents 
here, and when he walked 
over to get his presents I told 
Nicole, ‘Something’s going 
on with his knees,’” Lisa 
Rogers said. “They looked 
like they were starting to go 
inward, so we thought he was 
bow-legged.” 

Rogers took Cole to a pe-
diatrician, who suggested that 
Cole get fitted for leg braces 
at the University of Virginia 
Medical Center. 

“It felt like we hadn’t even 
parked the car and they had 
him in the emergency room,” 
Kidd said. “We went in for 
braces and they looked at 
him and said, ‘It’s worse than 
that’.” 

After hours at the hospi-
tal, Kidd returned home for a 
work  commitment.  He  trav-
eled back with Lisa Rogers 
while Nicole Rogers waited. 

“Then seven doctors come 
in with their chairs and sat 
around her and told her what 
the disease was, by herself, 
while she was holding the 
baby,” Lisa Rogers said. “And 
the last doctor is the one that 
informed her that it was fatal. 
They told her that by herself.” 

Soon after Cole was di-
agnosed, he went into sei-
zures that lasted for as long 
as six hours. Nicole Rogers 
then took him to the Carilion 
Stonewall Jackson Hospital, 
where they put him on life 
support, and then transferred 
him to a hospital in Washing-
ton, D.C.

Kidd and Rogers both 
complained that the D.C. hos-
pital kept Cole in a crowded 
room; they said that the 
nurses were impersonal, and 
it seemed as if no one knew 
Cole’s name. The doctors 
also didn’t know much about 
the disease, and they didn’t 
communicate effectively with 
the family. Kidd and Rogers 
thought that they were resort-
ing to drugs to keep Cole se-
dated, so that he wouldn’t be 
in pain.

“They said, pretty much, 
‘He’s gonna suffer, all the 
way through,’” Rogers said. 

The family eventually got 
Cole out of that hospital and 
transferred his care to Carilion 
in Roanoke, which they said is 
a much better and kinder in-
stitution, even if those doctors 
don’t know much about the 
disease, either.    

Many appointments later, 
they finally found a doctor 
in Pittsburgh who has been 
studying Leukodystrophy for 
20 years. They made an ap-
pointment for early Decem-
ber, but had to cancel, since 
the insurance money hadn’t 
come through. They are hope-
ful that Cole will get to see the 
doctor later in the month. 

Recently, Kidd got to take 
Cole to the river near their 
house, which was Cole’s fa-
vorite place to go before he 
got sick. He would go fish-
ing there with his three older 
brothers, and play in the water.

“[Shane] was able to take 
him down in the stroller this 
past week and when they left 
the river, Cole wanted to go 
down and get in the water,” 
Lisa Rogers said. 

Kidd marveled at how 
quickly Cole’s severe symp-
toms had came on, saying that 
one day, he was able to run 
and play, and the next day he 
couldn’t move.  

“Whenever [me and my 
older sons] were in the woods, 
he used to stand at the door 
and go ‘Dad, Dad, Dad, Dad,’ 
but now, we don’t get words.”

Throughout, Shane Kidd 
and Lisa Rogers have been 
grateful for their helpful 
friends, and for the tenacity 
of mother Nicole Rogers, who 
has been relentlessly making 
road trips across Virginia and 
the Southeast, searching for 
information, and pursuing ex-
perts that could cure her son. 

“She was the stubbornest 
little kid,” Lisa Rogers said. 
“When I told her that, she’d 
say, ‘I’m not stubborn, I’m 
determined.’”

“We’ve been married 22 
years,” Kidd added. “And it’s 
been a long ride, and this is 
definitely a test of our will. 
But she’s tough; she’s the ma-
triarch, or whatever you call 
‘em.”

Cole

Bridge Lighting In The Baths
Neighbors and friends gathered in Rockbridge Baths late Sunday afternoon to watch the 
holiday bridge lighting and a surprise visit from Santa! The swinging bridge over the Maury 
River, located near the Rockbridge Baths Post Office on Va. 39, will remain lit for the holiday 
season for all to enjoy.


