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The Chase City Planning Com-
mission agreed on a 2-1 vote to ask 
Town Council to make a zoning or-
dinance charge to allow body shops 
as a permitted use in B-3 business 
districts, with approval of a condi-
tional use permit.

Voting for the recommendation 
were Planning Chairman MJ Col-
gate and James Bohanan. Cynthia 
Gordon was the lone “no” vote.

Town Manager Angela Lawrence 
said the discussion about changing 
the ordinance was prompted by a 
request from Larry West to move 
his body shop operations from his 
home to 503 North Main Street, 
the downtown location of the for-
mer Muddy’s Wing House Bar and 
Grill.

Lawrence said Thursday’s pub-
lic hearing was to consider adding 

body shops as a permitted use in a 
B-3 business district, not to consider 
the merits of West’s request. If the 
use is permitted, she said, another 
public hearing will be required be-
fore West can receive a conditional 
use permit and begin operating the 
body shop.

John Sedowski, a Chase City resi-
dent for the past 30 years, said the 

By SUSAN KYTE 
Sun Staff Writer

Sitting quietly in the back of a Mecklenburg County 
courtroom Thursday, Sandra McCall of Chase City 
waited to hear a judge impose the jail time that her 

23-year-old daughter, Delilah, would receive for possession 
of narcotic drugs.

Delilah is a drug addict who faces up to 10 years in prison 
for the offense. She’s also been charged with making a false 
statement on a criminal history check, a Class 5 felony that 
carries a prison sentence of up to 10 years.

The case was continued until May 8 and McCall left the 
courthouse promising to return the following week. Delilah 
went back to her cell at Meherrin River Regional Jail, clean 
and sober for the first time in years.

McCall is on a crusade to save not only her daughter but 
others like her, whose lives are at risk from addiction to hero-
in, opioids, cocaine, crystal meth, and less-known drugs such 
as “pinks” (U47700, a heroin substitute that is eight times as 
potent as heroin) and “elephants” (carfentanil, a synthetic opi-
oid created as an elephant tranquilizer). She’s not the only 
person in the area dealing with the ravages of drug addiction 
in the family, but she is more vocal than most.

Amid her frustration that nothing else has worked to save 
her daughter, McCall offered to tell her story and the tortured 
tale of Delilah’s descent into addiction in the hope that more 
families will speak out and bring serious attention to the very 
real drug crisis that exists in Mecklenburg County and across 
Southside Virginia.

“It’s here and it’s bad. We just don’t talk about it,” says Mc-
Call.

McCall, a former corrections worker and CNA with certi-
fications from FEMA and as an emergency vehicle operator, 
says the death count from drug use is greater than Virginia 
Department of Health official statistics because too often the 
cause of death is listed as “cardiac arrest” instead of “acciden-
tal overdose.” In 2017, the last year for which records are re-
ported, the Department of Health reported only seven deaths 
from drug overdoses across the Southside Virginia Health 
District — encompassing Brunswick, Halifax and Mecklen-
burg counties.

Mecklenburg Sheriff Bobby Hawkins says that with wide-
spread use of Narcan, overdose victims don’t die; in fact, 
once revived, they often refuse transport to the hospital. Thus 
there are no official records of these incidents. 

“We’ve arrested individuals and found Narcan in their drug 
kits alongside their heroin and needles,” said Hawkins. “Now 
that so many people have access to Narcan, someone in the 
family may revive another member of the family and not re-
port it” to the police or to health officials.

Still, Hawkins worries about the day when Mecklenburg 
County may be confronted with news like what happened in 

Sandra McCall (right) at her daughter Delilah’s 2014  
Bluestone High School graduation. (Contributed photo)

‘HELP ME SAVE HER’

For Chase City mother, anguish 
over her daughter’s addiction, 
and a plea for the community

See DELILAH, page A6

Spending increases driven 
by school construction and 
salaries increases; no new 
taxes or fees are required

From staff reports

Employee salaries, schools and 
public safety are the main focus of 
Mecklenburg County’s proposed 
$218 million budget for the coming 
fiscal year, starting July 1.

Despite expenditures that are $50 
million above the current budget 
of $168,444,884, the draft budget 
comes with no increase in taxes or 
fees.

On Tuesday, the Board of Su-
pervisors’ Budget and Finance 
Committee approved a proposed 
budget that includes an additional 
$5.2 million for schools, another 
$328,000 for the Sheriff’s Office 
and $125,000 for the Common-
wealth’s Attorney’s office. The 
package also provides 5 percent 
pay raises for most county govern-
ment workers.

The E-911 Center will receive 
$136,000 more than the current 
budget to cover the cost of ongo-
ing upgrades to the communication 
system, in addition to the 5 percent 
pay increase for the staff. 

School personnel — teachers, 
administrators, bus drivers, kitchen 
and maintenance personnel and 

support staff — will receive a 3 
percent raise and most, but not all 
personnel, will qualify for an addi-
tional pay scale salary adjustment. 
According to Superintendent of 
Schools Paul Nichols, the com-
bined salary adjustment equates to 
a 5 percent pay raise, and in some 
cases more.

A few members of the Central 
Office school administration will 
receive less than 5 percent increase 
in salary.

Nichols thanked supervisors for 
their support, telling them that the 
combination of the salary increases 
and pay scale adjustment “will put 
the [school] division in a position to 
be somewhat competitive” as they 

County unveils record 
$218 million budget

CANCER SURVIVORS 
AND FRIENDS COME 

TOGETHER FOR
CRUNCH TIME
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Chase City takes step to add downtown body shop

Fresh and early from the farm

See BUDGET, page A10

See ORDINANCE, page A10

The South Hill Farmers Market opened Saturday 
with a record number of vendors and shoppers on 
hand. More than 400 people shopped with the 35-
plus vendors for produce, arts and crafts, breakfast 
and lunch specialties, baked items, jams, honey, 
fresh eggs and meat items and much more. In tan-
dem with the farmers market opening, the SOVA 
Makers Market across the street also welcomed 
customers in search of locally-sourced, handcraft-
ed foods. At right, Janette Kreuzen Wright, pro-
prietress of Country Kitchen Herbs and Breads, 
took a breather during a very busy morning serv-
ing the public. (Steve Hinzman photos)
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Chesterfield County over the weekend, where police re-
sponded to six overdoses inside of 24 hours.

Over the past year, McCall says she knows of a dozen 
families in Mecklenburg County that lost a family member 
because of drugs. While not all the victims died of an over-
dose — at least one was murdered, another was a suicide 
— McCall says the common thread was their involvement 
in the local drug culture. It’s a culture McCall is all too 
familiar with after the days, months and years she’s spent 
trying to save her daughter from an early death.

Seeing her daughter on Thursday renewed her belief that 
Delilah can turn her life around. McCall says more than 
one medical professional has told her to “give up,” that her 
daughter “is a lost cause.”

“At least she’s alive,” McCall says wistfully. “As long as 
she is in jail, I know she is alive.” It is a hard truth, but one 
McCall has come to accept over the past six years, as she 
saw her once bright and beautiful daughter spiral deeper 
and deeper into addiction. The happy, friendly and curi-
ous girl who wrote poetry, drew picturesque art, and who 
wanted to be a veterinarian or psychologist someday has 
been replaced by an angry, unkempt soul who stares at you 
from dead eyes and tells you “the best way to die is high,” 
her mother says.

Delilah’s drug use began when she was about 17 years 
old. Her boyfriend at the time offered her pills and mari-
juana. Delilah chose to consume them. Six years later, Mc-
Call says it’s no longer a choice but a need. Delilah takes 
whatever she can find to get high — heroin, crystal meth 
and pills, sometimes in combination. She once even snort-
ed cinnamon because there were no drugs in the house.

For the longest time, McCall said Delilah showed no 
signs of addiction, she maintained her physical appear-
ance, she attended school, earned good grades and held 
a job. She even earned a full scholarship to attend Liberty 
University upon graduation from Bluestone High School.

That all changed as Delilah’s drug habit overtook her 
life. She never went to Liberty, opting instead to take class-
es at SVCC, but that ended as did the many jobs Delilah 
held and lost because she would show up too wasted to 
work or not show up at all.

“You don’t know what it’s like until you find [your child] 
with grey lips, nearly unconscious, lying in dog feces and 
urine, surrounded by filth, rotten food and maggots, living 
conditions so bad you had to be suited up,” says McCall.

She stops short of saying her daughter is safe in jail. 
“I’m not naïve enough to believe that there are no drugs in 
prison. As long as she remains there [incarcerated], she’s 
not on the street, and there’s medical help right there [at 
the prison].” 

Everyday Delilah is not in jail, McCall says she braces 
herself for the call she hopes will never come — the one 
saying “we found your daughter, she died from an over-
dose.” Delilah has almost died three times but was revived 
each time after receiving Narcan.

Naloxone, better known by the trade name Narcan, is 
used to rescue or revive a person suffering from an opioid 
overdose.

Delilah’s story is not unique and while the drugs or their 
potency change over time, the stories remain the same. 
Getting high becomes the all-consuming aspect of daily 
life. Nothing and no one else matters.

Tim Gallion has been clean and sober for over 30 years. 
He remembers as if it was yesterday, his days using hero-
in and crystal meth. He started snorting “crank” (crystal 
meth). He did that for a year before moving on to heroin. 
He describes that first high “as the nearest thing to seeing 
God.” Then you crash, you cry, you shake and can’t stop 
scratching yourself, he explains.

For a while he would do a speedball — a mix of heroin 
and cocaine — or crystal meth to get ready for work. It 
would “make me wide open.” He recalls repairing railroad 
tracks, operating a spike pulling machine while high. “I’d 
be a mile ahead of the others.”

At night Gallion said he’d shoot up heroin to “get away 
from his problems.” His addiction got so bad he would 
shoot ice water into his veins if he had no drugs. Some-
times just the sight of his needle could get him high.

Gallion will tell you from experience that “human be-
ings will sell their souls for drugs even though they know 
that the drug or some illness contracted because of drug 
use will very likely kill [them].”

Sandra McCall, Delilah’s mother, is battling her own 
health issues: complications from childhood diabetes, thy-
roid issues and other more serious health problems that 
have her living on borrowed time, but she’s determined. 
“If it takes my last breath, I will use it to save my daugh-
ter,” she vows. 

“I’ve done many things I probably shouldn’t have, but 
I did it for her.” She’s followed her daughter, called the 
police on her, searched her houses, rooms, and personal 
affects, and finally had her locked up.

She wishes that parents and families who are living simi-
lar experiences would start speaking out and speaking up. 
She wants the stigma associated with addiction removed: 
“We’re all in this together.”

She believes that only when families of addicts, former 
addicts, and those on the front line dealing with the addic-
tion crisis unite that elected officials and others with the 
power and ability to affect change will sit up and listen.

“I got this crazy idea a couple of years ago to have ev-
ery town [in Mecklenburg County] shut down for a day. 
All stores and businesses close for a few hours or a day. 
Then people would see what drugs can do to an area. There 
would be no grocery store, no place to buy gas, no shops. 
That’s what drugs do to a community; they destroy it.” She 
said she was encouraged by her initial conversations with 
police and town leaders. “They seemed receptive,” but 
her personal health issues and problems tied to Delilah’s 
troubles prevented her from following through.

Drugs tax the resources of every community. Combined 
spending for Mecklenburg County agencies on the front 
lines of the drug crisis — the Sheriff’s Office, Piedmont 
Court Services, the W.W. Moore Juvenile Detention Cen-
ter in Danville, the Commonwealth Attorney’s Office and 
Department of Social Services — is expected to increase 
by more than $500,000 over present-day spending in fiscal 
year 2018.

Commonwealth’s Attorney Allen Nash estimates that 
upwards of 90 percent of all cases in the criminal jus-
tice system are tied to drug use, possession and distribu-

tion. These are not only the cases involving possession of 
controlled substances, he says, but also crimes where the 
charges may be for breaking and entering, larceny, shop-
lifting, possession of stolen property, or even assault. Of-
ten, the underlying cause for these crimes is the need to 
find money to buy drugs or behaviors from being under the 
influence of drugs.

Between January and March of 2019, 442 cases were 
filed in the Mecklenburg County Circuit Court criminal 
division. That marked a 12 percent increase over the num-
ber of criminal cases filed in the same period in 2018. It 
is, by far, the largest caseload among counties in the 10th 
Judicial Circuit which includes Appomattox, Buckingham, 
Charlotte, Cumberland, Halifax, Lunenburg, Mecklenburg 
and Prince Edward circuit courts. The next highest case-
load is in Halifax County, which had 238 criminal cases 
filed in the first three months of 2019. Across the circuit, 
most criminal docket cases involve drug-related crimes.

Sandra Gregory, who heads Mecklenburg County’s De-
partment of Social Services, says her staff, too, is over-
taxed by the drug crisis. On average, DSS case workers 
remove a dozen or more children from homes and parents 
each week because of danger to the children from drug 
users or squalid living conditions that occur when parents 
or caretakers spend their money on drugs instead of es-
sentials such as cleaning products or food. She estimates 
that 80 percent of the cases that her office handles have 
drugs involved.

Many case workers put in 12-hour days to handle their 
current caseload, says Gregory. She says the county DSS 
office could use 20 more trained caseworkers to reduce to 
a manageable level the number of cases each staffer over-
sees, based on the current influx of new cases involving 
drugs. 

There is also a dire need for family members or other 
adults who can serve as foster parents for children re-
moved from homes where there are drugs.

McCall knows all too well that addiction is not a one-
way street. When a person compulsively uses drugs, their 
behaviors do not exist in a vacuum. The negative behav-
iors weigh heavily, and often tragically, on their loved 
ones. “It’s been exceedingly hard to be the mother of an 
addict,” she says. 

McCall worries that too often, she and her ex-husband, 
Delilah’s father, and his wife have been enablers for Del-
ilah, cleaning up her messes, moving her from home to 
home, and paying for food, televisions, and clothes. 

It’s not only the parents, but every person in an addict’s 
immediate family or extended family who is affected in 
some way by an individual’s substance abuse, whether it 
is financially, physically or psychologically. Delilah’s two 
younger siblings are mixed in their views of their sister. 
Her brother does not want Delilah in his life, while her 
younger sister tries to maintain contact, writing letters and 
waiting for the day her older sister gets well. 

Other consequences that flow from drug abuse — all of 
which McCall says she and family members experienced 
with Delilah — include the loss of a relationship as Delilah 
separated herself from family and friends, facing Delilah’s 
negative mindset, mistrust, dishonesty, evasiveness, and 
emotional turmoil, and having to become Delilah’s care-
taker as the toxic burden of the drugs brought on a variety 
of illnesses and disorders, including a mental health disor-
der that resulted in her being involuntarily committed to a 
facility.

McCall says she feels that too much time and attention 
is spent on “finding someone to blame” for the addiction 
crisis and not enough on treatment. She points to ongoing 
news reports of lawsuits against drug manufacturers and 
the families who own those companies as proof. “I live in 
the real world. I want solutions to problems, not lawsuits,” 
she says.

She also calls out elected officials for “using the drug 
crisis for political purposes.” She says they offer no real 
solution to the problem, and inadequate resources for those 
on the frontline to battle the crisis. 

In October 2017 President Donald Trump deemed the 
opioid crisis “a national health emergency.” In the 18 
months since, studies such as the one conducted by the Bi-
partisan Policy Center concluded that there has been too 
little progress with battling the crisis and that the federal 
“funding approach lacks long-term vision.” 

In 2016, then-Virginia Health Commissioner Marissa 
Levine deemed the opioid addiction crisis a state pub-
lic health emergency. Two years later, Governor Ralph 
Northam spent several months touring Virginia and dis-
cussing the crisis, but never announced plans to dedicate 
state resources to the health emergency until September 
2018 when he said Virginia received nearly $16 million in 
federal grants to combat opioid abuse. That money, which 
was federal, not state funds, was distributed to regional 
Community Service Boards (CSB) across the state that 
used it to expand programs.

In response, McCall asks: What’s happened to all the 
money Virginia received for drug treatment in the past two 
years? 

The Southside Community Service Board (SCSB), 
which covers Brunswick, Halifax and Mecklenburg coun-
ties, used their limited funds to create crisis centers inside 
VCU Health Community Memorial Hospital in South Hill 
and Sentara Halifax Regional Hospital in South Boston. 
There, people who are in mental health crisis can receive 
initial care while longer-term placements are pursued. The 
centers also open up access to substance abuse counselors 

on a walk-in basis, and they purchase Narcan for first re-
sponders.

In McCall’s view, there was not enough money ear-
marked to combat the crisis. None was given to law en-
forcement and too little, if any, went to the Southside Well-
ness Coalition, which is working with law enforcement, 
health and social service officials, community members 
and others on solutions to the drug and opioid crisis.

On Thursday, 5th District Rep. Denver Riggleman, 
along with Rep. David Trone (D-MD), Rep. Mikie Sherrill 
(D-NJ), and Rep. Kelly Armstrong (R-ND) introduced a 
bipartisan bill in Congress to authorize an additional $5 
billion in funding for State Opioid Response Grants and 
Tribal Opioid Response Grants over five years. This bill is 
only beginning the legislative process. It must be approved 
by the House and Senate and signed by President Trump 
before the money will be made available. 

While politicians grapple with finding or allocating 
money for the problem, McCall has a few solutions of 
her own. First, she said the schools need to reinstitute the 
DARE program to educate students at an early age about 
drug use and its negative consequences. 

McCall believes the last time DARE was taught in the 
Mecklenburg County schools was 2013.

The DARE (Drug Abuse Resistance Education) pro-
gram was replaced federally in 2016 by Keepin’ It Real 
(kiR), a program designed by the U.S. Surgeon General. 
DARE America, the nonprofit organization that adminis-
ters the program, says kiR is more effective at reducing 
rates of alcohol, tobacco, and marijuana use and improving 
discontinuation of use rates. The organization says Keepin’ 
It Real also leads to more realistic perceptions of peer use, 
while also improving relationship skills, self-awareness, 
and responsible decision-making.

McCall wants hospitals, medical examiners and others 
to stop reporting that the cause of overdose deaths is car-
diac arrest. “It’s an overdose and should be listed as such 
or as cardiac arrest due to overdose.”

Notwithstanding the HIPPA laws that guard patient pri-
vacy, McCall believes hospitals and medical clinics should 
be required to notify law enforcement when a person is 
being or has been treated for an overdose.

McCall would also like to see legislation focused on 
funding to increase the number of available treatment 
facilities. Currently, the nearest inpatient facilities are in 
Danville, Lynchburg and Williamsburg, and they are ei-
ther full or too expensive for the addict who often does not 
have insurance to pay for the stay.

She has not worked out the details of this funding legis-
lation but is aware that last month New York enacted a tax 
on prescription opioids to cover the cost of treatment and 
prevention. Ten other states are eyeing similar legislation, 
according to Kaiser Health News: California, Delaware, 
Iowa, Kentucky, Maine, Massachusetts, Montana, New 
Jersey, Tennessee and Vermont.

McCall would also like the legislature to consider a law 
that would allow a competent parent or guardian of an ad-
dict, regardless of the addict’s age or emancipation status, 
to request and have a court order treatment for the addict 
either in addition to or in lieu of jail time. “They’re [the ad-
dict] not in their right mind, so how can they be expected 
to make decisions about whether to go to treatment?” she 
asks.

She is also working with Jennifer Winstead to create a 
Nar-Anon support group for families and friends of ad-
dicts. Their goal is to offer a “safe” place to meet and talk 
with others who are facing the same issues. They also 
hope identify resources family members can use to create 
a healthy lifestyle for themselves. 

On May 8, McCall will be back with her daughter again 
in Mecklenburg County Circuit Court, where she hopes to 
talk about Delilah and let her know about a letter she sent 
to the court in February. It reads:

“I am writing this letter on behalf of my daughter Delilah 
McCall. I’m writing this as my last hope and effort to get 
my daughter some help. For the last 6 years we have been 
in a battle to save her from herself and using drugs. As a 
mother I have seen things I pray no mother would have to. 
My wonderful smart beautiful child has turned into a drug-
gie someone who can’t live or cope with life without it.

“I was diagnosed a couple of years ago with a fatal 
illness. I thought that was a disaster but the entire time, 
knowing my days are numbered, I have had to sit back and 
watch my 23-year old’s life slip away from us. She’s dying 
from this stuff. So, in all honesty, she’s the sicker one. I 
can’t lose my child. 

“I have begged for people to help me save her because 
she doesn’t want to save herself. I’m the bad parent be-
cause I can’t let this drug addiction take her from me. I just 
can’t. This has ruined everything in our relationship. Her 
ability to light up a room has turned into ‘ugh! I hope she’s 
not in the same room with us.’ Her smartness, her beauty, 
her willingness to live and thrive is gone. It’s ruined ev-
erything.

“At first it [taking drugs] was her choice. Now it’s turned 
into she has no choice but to use to get through the day. 
This is the cruelest reality a mother can face watching this 
person fade away daily.

“Jail is not ideal. No parent wants that but what do you 
do when she won’t help herself? This is the only option. 
At least this way I know where her head lays. I know her 
roomie won’t be someone having sex with her while she’s 
high. At least I know she will not be found grey like I have 
found her, clinging on to life. Jail is the only way I have left 
to save the daughter that left me 6 years ago and will never 
completely return.

“So, I beg the Courts and anyone who will listen help 
me save her because she has no desire to save herself from 
drugs and this dangerous life. 

“I can’t bury my child — she’s supposed to bury me 
please help me please.”

DELILAH From page A1

Before Delilah’s descent into drug addiction

The Chase City Senior Citizens Quilting Class & Bible Study will be held 
on Tuesday, May 14. This class is held every second and fourth 
Tuesday at the Senior Citizens Building. Quilting from 2:00 
p.m. until 4:00 p.m. Bible study from 4:00 p.m. until 6:00 p.m. 
For more information on quilting, please contact Sister Gayle 
Barnette at (434) 372-3368. For more information on Bible 
Study contact Pastor Rosa Smith (434) 210-6007.

Clarksville VFW Post 8163 will be having a Yard Sale at the VFW Post 
Home, located on Hwy 15N in Clarksville on Memorial Day 
Weekend, Saturday May 25, form 8:00 a.m. – Until. Vendors 
wanted! (There will be a table charge) For more information 
call (434) 210-0397.
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Three house fires kept firefighters 
busy this weekend across Mecklen-
burg County.

The first blaze took place around 
8 a.m. Saturday morning when fire-
fighters from Palmer Springs Volun-
teer Department were dispatched to a 

home on Jonas Drive.
The flames, which destroyed the 

single-family home, were ignited by 
a portable heater inside the home, ac-
cording to Palmer Springs Fire Chief 
Larry Clark. 

Two adults who were inside the 

house when the fire ignited escaped 
without injury. However, their home 
was a total loss.

At 9:48 a.m. Palmer Springs fire-
fighters were called out to a second 

By SUSAN KYTE 
Sun Staff Writer

In the past two years, four teens and two young adults 
in Mecklenburg County have taken their own lives. 

The most recent suicides occurred in the past week, 
involving two teens, one boy and one girl, at Park View 
High School. Their deaths were not due to drug use or 
abuse.

Suicide is now thought to be the second leading cause 
of death for Americans between the ages of 10 and 34.

For a group of students at Bluestone High School that 
make up a peer group, Baron Minds Matter, grim statis-
tics pale against the emotional impact of the tragedies 
themselves.

The Journal of American Medicine reports that the 
youth suicide rate has risen to 14.6 per 100,000, while 
the Centers for Disease Control says that suicide rates 
in the rural counties are 80 percent higher than in large 
metropolitan areas. The average American’s likelihood 
of dying by suicide at any given age rose 33 percent 
between 1999 and 2017. 

The Bluestone students in the school peer group are 
not particularly focused on the litany of factors that 
mental health professionals say contribute to the in-
crease in reported youth suicides — high rates of de-
pression and anxiety, unprecedented levels of social 
media use, or the idea that one or more suicide episodes 
can lead another person to end his or her own life.

In September, Bluestone senior Jane Clare Elliott 
formed Baron Minds Matter. The peer group now has 
over 40 members.

Their mission is to change the school’s culture and 
reduce stigma about mental health. They remind their 
peers as well as the adults with whom they interact that 
“It’s okay not to be okay.”

Elliott said she knew there was a problem and wanted 
to do something for fellow students. “Knowing Kyler” 
— the son of Donna Lopez, who died by his own hand 
at age 15 — “drove me to start this group. I talked about 
it with my friends for a while before deciding how to 
proceed,” she said.

The students reached out to Bluestone Middle School 
teacher Donna Lopez and Bluestone High School 
teacher and Athletic Director Justin Kirkland to serve 
as their advisors. The pair are very familiar with the 
pain that comes from suicide. Lopez’s son Kyler ended 
his life nearly three years ago and last year Kirkland 
lost one of his best friends to suicide. 

Like these young people, Lopez and Kirkland do not 
dwell on the “why” behind suicides. Lopez says she 
can only speculate as to what her son was thinking at 
the time, and her speculation will not bring him back. 
Instead she chooses to work with the students of Baron 
Minds Matter to promote mental health wellness and 
to reinforce the importance of checking on each other.

She knows that love and kindness alone may not 

From staff reports

Mecklenburg County will have two new faces next year 
on the Board of Supervisors and two newcomers to the 
School Board as a result of Election Day balloting on 
Tuesday.

The newly elected school trustees — former Bluestone 
band director Ricky Allgood in Election District 8, and 
retired elementary school principal Gloria Smith in ED-2 
— will fill seats now held by Kenny Johnson and Dale 
Sturdifen, respectively. 

Allgood unseated Johnson in a 
lopsided contest in ED-8, while 
Smith narrowly prevailed in a 
three-person race to succeed Stur-
difen, who opted not to run for re-
election in ED-2.

The two new county supervi-
sors in 2020 will be Tom Tan-
ner, who defeated his brother and 
board incumbent Dan Tanner in 
ED-3, and Charles E. Jones Jr., 
who prevailed in a three-way race 
in ED-9 to succeed outgoing su-
pervisor Gregg Gordon.

Two other supervisors in com-
petitive races, Glenn Barbour 
in ED-5 and David Brankley in 
ED-8, turned back challenges to 
their re-election. Barbour defeat-
ed South Hill Council member 
Lisa Jordan and Brankley bested 
Chase City businessman Monty 
Hightower.

While local elections are gener-
ally low-key, with low turnout to 
match, Voter Registrar Jason Cor-
win said beforehand that he was 
hoping for a more spirited turn-
out on Tuesday with the fairly large number of contests 

on the ballot. Early reports from 
poll workers indicated a “steady 
stream” of voters. Nevertheless, 
Corwin said he did not expect 
turnout to top 40 percent.

With no opposition, Mecklen-
burg County’s constitutional of-
ficers — Commonwealth’s Attor-
ney Allen Nash, Commissioner 
of Revenue Ed Taylor, Treasurer 
Sandra Langford and Sheriff Bob-
by Hawkins — cruised to easy 
victories.

With 100 percent of precincts 
reporting, State Senator Frank 
Ruff (R-15) and Delegate Tommy 
Wright (R-61) both won handily 
in Mecklenburg County and will 
return to Richmond next year. 
However, both local lawmakers, 
long accustomed to sitting in the 
majority in the GOP-held State 
Senate and House of Delegates, 
will become part of a much-di-
minished minority bloc of Repub-

licans in Richmond.

Statewide, Democrats romped to a lopsided State Senate 
victory, having started the day staring up at a 20-19 Repub-
lican majority. Democrats were almost assured of taking 
25 or more seats in the 40-member Senate.

The House of Delegates also flipped in favor of the 
Democrats, giving the party full control of the General As-
sembly and Governor’s Mansion with Ralph Northam ap-
proaching the mid-point of his four-year term.

In other uncontested local races, Andy Hargrove (ED-
1), Glanzy Spain (ED-2), Claudia Lundy (ED-4), Sterling 
Wilkinson (ED-6), and Jim Jennings (ED-7) all won re-

Unofficial vote results in Mecklenburg County’s 
contested races, 100% of precincts reporting 
(winners √)

ED-3 BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

Evans D. “Dan” Tanner  — 392 (46.6 percent)
√ Thomas C. “Tom” Tanner — 449 (53.4 percent)
“Dan” Tanner is the ED-3 incumbent

ED-5 BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

√ Glenn E. Barbour —  446 (58.6 percent)
Lisa Vaughan Jordan — 316 (41.4 percent)

ED-8 BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

√ David A. Brankley —  566 (61.2 percent) 
A.M. “Monty” Hightower, Jr. — 357 (38.8 percent) 

ED-9 BOARD OF SUPERVISORS (open seat)

√ Charles E. Jones, Jr  — 434 (44.21 percent)
Christy L. Peffer  — 243 (24.9 percent)
G.E. “Glenn” Reyes — 300 (30.71 percent)
ED-9 incumbent Gregg Gordon did not run

ED-2 SCHOOL BOARD (open seat)

Peggy B. Fields — 120 (21.6 percent)
Latrisha M. McCargo — 214 (38.5 percent)
√ Gloria D. Smith — 222 (39.9 percent)
ED-2 incumbent Dale Sturdifen did not run

ED-8 SCHOOL BOARD

√ Ricky L. Allgood — 666 (72.8 percent)
Kenneth H. Johnson — 249 (27.2 percent)
Kenneth H. Johnson is the ED-8 incumbent

VIRGINIA STATE SENATE, 15TH DISTRICT

√ Frank Ruff (R) — 4,903 (63.2 percent)
Virginia Smith (D) — 2,858 (36.8 percent)
Ruff won district-wide by 68.5% – 31.5% margin

VIRGINIA HOUSE OF DELEGATES, 61ST DISTRICT

√ Tommy Wright (R) —  4,931 (64.4 percent) 
Trudy Bell Berry (D) — 2,726 (35.6 percent)
Wright won district-wide by a 66.9% - 33.1% margin

Voters change makeup of  
Supervisors, School Board

Charles Jones

Tom Tanner

Gloria Smith

Ricky Allgood

Teens in crisis, and 
students who care

‘IT’S OK TO BE NOT OK’

With rising level of suicides, peer 
group steps into a tragic breach

VETERANS DAY
Honoring All 
Who Served

Three house fires wreak damage in county

See SUICIDES, page A5

See VOTE, page A2

See FIRES, page A3
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Thanks from VFW
Dear Viewpoint:
On behalf of VFW Post 8163, I want to 

thank everyone that attended the dance on 
Saturday night, Nov. 2 and made the event 
a total success. Everyone danced to and en-
joyed the music of the Tobacco Road Band 
who “knocked it out the park.”

Special shout-outs to the Lamplighter 
Restaurant, Pizza Pub Restaurant, and the 
Los Banditos Mexican Restaurant for gen-
erous donations for door prizes. 

Thanks to Ron Wilson of Post 8163, who 
donated a case of wine and Dot Womack 
who donated a substantial amount for the 
band. Without the community attendance 
and local support it wouldn’t have been 
successful.

The Post is considering a similar event 
for the springtime. 

Thanks again for your support.
Joe Dehorty 
VFW Post 8163

Be very aware
Dear Viewpoint:
On June 15, 2019 I was going to work 

coming up to Hudgins and Walker Street 
in Chase City. I was slowing down coming 
up to a stop sign and all of a sudden the 
right side of my car sunk into a pothole that 
bottomed out my car. I had to keep moving 
so I did not get stuck in the hole. The bot-
tom of my car was scraping on the road. I 
stopped and got out in the rain to see what 
happened. The Town of Chase City worked 
on that part of the road a few weeks ear-
lier. They had crush and run in the hole that 
turned into mush in the rain and they did 
not have the spot marked in any way. 

It cost me $126.00 to repair my car, 
which the Town of Chase City refused to 
make good on that damage. They told me 
they keep their roads maintained. Well, I 
guess that is not so. They maintain their 
roads like they maintain their buildings in 
their town and on Main Street. Their roads 
are so bad that some of them will be going 
back to dirt roads soon.

Just be careful while driving the roads in 
Chase City. 

A concerned citizen,
Theresa Flinchum 

Come visit us
Dear Viewpoint:
MacCallum More Museum & Gardens is 

a non-profit organization located in Chase 
City, Virginia. It is run by a Board of Direc-
tors with an all part-time staff and volun-
teers that work hard to make it available for 
the public to enjoy. Yes, we do charge ad-
mission to enjoy these treasures. That along 
with events, donations, memberships, an-
nual fund drive, gift shop and art sales help 
to keep the doors open for you, the visitors 
who enjoy the Gardens and Museum. We 
are open Monday thru Saturday 10:00 a.m. 
– 5:00 p.m. and 1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. on 
Sundays. We will be closing at 4:30 p.m. 
during some of the winter months. We are 
normally closed for major holidays and we 
have been known to close in bad weather. 
It is best to call ahead to see if we are open. 

With all of these magnificently beautiful 
trees, it can be a bit scary during storms and 
sidewalks could be slippery! 

MacCallum More Museum & Gardens is 
listed on the National and State Historical 
Register and consists of 5-acres of gardens, 
lots of shade, with flowering trees such as 
dogwoods, redbuds and others; boxwoods, 
shrubs, flowering plants consisting of aza-
leas, rhododendron, butterfly bushes and 
others. There are perennials and annuals in 
the beds and along the pathways along with 
an herb garden and rose garden. Fountains 
and ponds round out the garden flora and 
fauna with fish and gentle water sounds. 
The statues and other features are an added 
treat making the Gardens an even more se-
rene and peaceful place to visit. Water fea-
tures along with statues are covered during 
the winter months to protect them from the 
elements. 

MacCallum More is the historic home of 
Judge Edward Wren Hudgins and his wife, 
Lucy Morton Hudgins. Judge Hudgins 
was elected to serve in the Virginia House 
of Delegates from 1915 to 1920. In 1926, 
he served as the first judge of the newly 
formed 34th Judicial Circuit. In 1928, 
Judge Hudgins was selected to serve on 
the Virginia Supreme Court of Appeals, 
and in 1947 became the Chief Justice un-
til his death in 1958 at his home in Chase 
City. Lucy Morton Hudgins was the driv-
ing force behind the Gardens and we are 
so very glad she left this legacy for every-
one to enjoy. It was her passion and she 
devoted much time to the gardens and to 
the Chase City Community. Their youngest 
son, William H. “Billy” Hudgins, brought 
the statues from Europe in the 70’s to adorn 
the Gardens along with gates, stone work 
and artifacts inside and out on the walls on 
Hudgins and Walker Street. The low wall 
in front of the Hudgins home was put in by 
Judge Hudgins as was the low wall leading 
into the sunken garden area. These are dry 
laid walls and were done in the late 20’s 
when the house was built. 

The youngest son, Billy Hudgins put in 
place the walls along Hudgins Street and 
the high wall down Walker Street along 
with the beautiful gates. The museum was 
started by Billy to house the 50,000 piece 
Arthur H. Robertson Artifact Collection. 
This collection started with Mr. Robertson 
when he was a little boy and continued 
his entire life. The artifacts are beautifully 
displayed and represent the Native Ameri-
cans that lived in this area through the late 
1600’s. They were purchased from Mr. 
Robertson estate in the 70’s.

 Billy passed away in 1986 from lung 
cancer and the museum building project 
was then taken over by the Board of Direc-
tors and opened to the public in April 1996. 
It not only houses the Native American Ar-
tifacts of Mr. Arthur H. Robertson, but also 
local memorabilia and rotating art shows.

All of this is to let you know how great 
this jewel is to Southern Virginia and 
Mecklenburg County.

The Board of Directors, staff and vol-
unteers strive to maintain the grounds and 
buildings as best we can. It is a large un-
dertaking. The Hudgins home is in need 
of many repairs and updates. The roof 
needs to be replaced, the house painted, 
the gift shop/office painted along with lots 
of restoration work to the walkways and 
statues. Without the support of everyone 
who comes through these gates, this mag-
nificent historic and educational property 
would cease to exist. Contact MMMG at 
(434) 372-0502 or mmmg@verizon.net 
with any questions.

Become a member, visit our Gardens 
and Museum, support our events, attend 
the free art receptions (art for sale) and be a 
part of the family of supporters of this gift 
that we are blessed with in Chase City.

The MMMG Board of Di-
rectors

VIEWPOINT
To voice your opinions in 
The Sun, write Viewpoint,   
PO Box 997,  
Clarksville VA 23927.

ORDERS DUE NOVEMBER 18
FRUIT ARRIVES DECEMBER 9

DECEMBER 9 • 3:30-6:30 PM
DECEMBER 10 • 8:00-6:30 PM

DECEMBER 11 • FIRST COME FIRST SERVED
OPEN UNTIL 4:00 PM

ORDER ONLINE
WWW.FRESHFRUITORDER.ORG/BLUESTONEHIGHFFA 

OR CALL
AMY WHITTEN 434-372-3266
JOHN GRYDER 434-372-5211

BLUESTONE FFA
ANNUAL

FRUIT SALE
Get the best
fresh fruit!

As Halifax County Little Theatre enters our 64th 
Season, we invite you to join us and share our love 
of storytelling.  Season membership allows you to 

secure tickets in advance, save money and plan your 
attendance when it is convenient.  Please join us!
For more information, call 434-579-5041

NOVEMBER 22 - DECEMBER 1, 2019

RUBY
The Story of 

Ruby Bridges

FEBRUARY &
MARCH 2020

APRIL & MAY 2020

2019-2020

A Southern comedy 
with surprises!

stop a young person from 
killing himself or herself. 
“If love could have saved 
Kyler, he would not have 
died,” Lopez explains, 
noting that Kyler was pop-
ular among his peers and 
adored by his family. 

Studies have shown that 
activities that benefit men-
tal health — sleep and in-
person interactions with 
family and friends — are 
in decline among teens. 
One way the students in 
Baron Minds Matter hope 
to improve teen mental 
health is by encouraging 
participation in-group ac-
tivities and school-wide 
promotions that increase 
help-seeking behavior, 
promote social connected-
ness, and encourage self-
care and healthy habits.

Princess DeGuia, the 
11th grade representa-
tive on the Baron Minds 
Matter board, says they 
also promote wellness 
apps such as “Not OK.” 
It allows the user to alert 
friends listed in their con-
tact group when they are 
struggling. DeGuia said 
you can add a personal 
message that will be sent 
to these friends.

On Wednesday, Nov. 
6, students at both Park 
View and Bluestone High 
Schools were encouraged 
to wear blue, the favorite 
color of the student who 
died last week. On Thurs-
day, Nov. 7, the students 
are asked to wear red, the 
favorite color of the young 
boy who died over the 
weekend.

On Nov. 2, with the sup-
port of Bluestone High 
School Principal Magie 
Wilkerson, club members 
were able to participate in 
a Danville awareness walk 
focused on suicide preven-
tion. Later this month, on 
Nov. 16, many of these 
students and their friends 
will be in Boydton for the 
second annual Kyler Lo-
pez Memorial Walk. Reg-
istration begins at 9:30 
a.m. at the trail head for 
the Tobacco Heritage Trail 
in Boydton on Washington 
Street.

The money raised from 
this walk funds a scholar-
ship for a graduating 
senior who has played 
soccer during both the 
junior and senior year of 
high school.

After one of their first 
meetings, the group 
wrote uplifting messag-
es that were posted on 
the lockers of every stu-
dent in the school. “You 
don’t know what other 
kids go home to so an 
[unexpected] encourag-
ing word can make their 
day,” said Clare Elliott.

DeGuia said after that 
day, she received several 
positive responses from 

both teachers and students. 
Lopez said she was in the 
school on Tuesday, Nov. 5 
and noticed that the post-it 
notes were still on many of 
the lockers throughout the 
school building.

On Sept. 10, National 
Suicide Prevention Day, 
student members of Baron 
Minds Matter shared this 
message on their social 
media page:

“Everyday people all 
over the world are af-
fected by mental illness 
in some way. The suicide 
rates have increased by 
twenty-five percent in the 
last two decades. One in 
five adults live with some 
type of mental health dis-
order. There are seven 
billion people that live on 
this planet, so that means 
that 1,400,000 people 
have some underlying 
issue. These huge num-
bers should not be over-
looked! They should be 
shared and taught, so that 
people know that they do 
not have to struggle alone. 
Look out for everyone you 
know. If you know anyone 
struggling, please make it 
your mission to look out 
for them. It’s okay to not 
be okay!!”

The students learned 
what depression can look 
like among their peers and 
say it is often marked by 
passing episodes of sad-
ness, crankiness and ir-
ritability. While parents 
and teachers might read-
ily dismiss these signs as 
normal mercurial mood 
swings, the students say 
don’t ignore the signs. It’s 
not wrong to press them. 
“We can’t bring awareness 
to something we can’t dis-
cuss,” says Elliott.

Lopez adds that discuss-
ing suicide will not cause 
students to be down or 
suicidal. “Don’t be afraid 
to ask.”

“How many more peo-
ple do you have to lose 
before others will wake up 
to the problem?” DeGuia 
asks. 

The club leaders — El-
liott, president, Kelly-
anne Tyner, treasurer, 
ninth grade representative 
Jamison Dahl, 11th grade 

representative DeGuia and 
others — agree that most 
students may feel more 
comfortable approaching 
their peers when in dis-
tress. They also agree that 
it is important for these 
same young people to 
have an adult they can turn 
to for support. 

The teens stress that 
Baron Minds Matter is not 
just for students, it is open 
to everyone in the school 
community. “Students 
look to adults in time of 
need, when things are not 
okay, so the more they 
[the adults] know the more 
they can help,” says Tyner.

Local mental health 
professionals at the South-
side Community Services 
Board urge people with 
suicidal thoughts to seek 
help by contacting their 
crisis line, which is avail-
able 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week. In Mecklen-
burg County the number is 
(434) 738-0154, in Bruns-
wick County the number 
is (434) 848-4121 and in 
Halifax County the num-
ber is (434) 572-2936. Or 
someone in crisis can call 
the National Suicide Pre-
vention Lifeline at (800) 
273-8255.

The group already has 
attracted outside support 
and thanks Victoria Mes-
sick of Southern Glam 
who donated $200 to cov-
er out-of-pocket expenses.

Anyone at Bluestone 
High School who is in-
terested in joining Baron 
Minds Matter can contact 
the Elliott, Tyner, De-
Guia or Dahl or the other 
officers: Vice President 
Cooper Carter, Secre-
tary Marly Lawson, tenth 
grade representative Tyra 
Dennis and the ninth grade 
representative Meghan 
Murphy. Or check out 
their Facebook page, Bar-
on Minds Matter. 

Annual Fall Bake Sale at Sentara 
Meadowview Terrace will be 
held on Thursday, November 
21 in the Community Room 
from 10:00 a.m. until 12:00 
noon. All proceeds benefit 
the Activity Department.

SUICIDES From page A1

SOUTH HILL — Chronic obstruc-
tive pulmonary disease (COPD) is a 
group of progressive lung diseases that 
obstruct airflow. According to the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC), COPD affects approximately 
6.1% of all people in Virginia. What is 
COPD? Is it the same as emphysema? 
Can nonsmokers get COPD? 

If you are seeking answers to ques-
tions like these, you should attend No-
vember’s C.O.R.E. (Community Out-Reach Education) 
Program at VCU Health Community Memorial Hospital 
to learn about COPD.

This FREE program will be on Tuesday, November 19 
at 4:00 p.m. in the VCU Health CMH Education Center 
inside the C.A.R.E. Building located at 1755 N. Mecklen-
burg Avenue in South Hill.

The speaker for the program will be Dr. Indu Shivaram. 
Dr. Shivaram specializes in Pulmonology and Critical 
Care. She earned her Doctor of Medicine (M.D.) degree 
from Government Medical College in India and completed 
her Fellowship in pulmonary medicine at SUNY Down-
state Medical Center and her Fellowship in critical care 
medicine at Montefiore Medical Center in New York. Dr. 
Shivaram is Board Certified in pulmonary medicine, criti-
cal care medicine and internal medicine.

Reservations are not required for this program; however, 
they are recommended. For more information or to reg-
ister to attend, please call (434) 447-0917 or visit www.
vcuhealth.org/cmh-coreservices.

Dr. Shivaram

Learn more about COPD
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Hite to lead 
elementary 
programming

Joan Hite was named Di-
rector of Elementary Curricu-
lum, Assessment, and Data 
Analysis/Federal Programs 
for Meck-
l e n b u r g 
C o u n t y 
P u b l i c 
Schools at 
M o n d a y 
n i g h t ’ s 
meeting of 
the School 
Board.

She re-
p l a c e s 
Tracey Rogers, who is leav-
ing the division to take on the 
role of Assistant Superinten-
dent in Brunswick County. 
Rogers’ last day is June 30.

Hite, who most recently 
served as principal at Park 
View Middle School, has 
also served the division as a 
teacher, assistant principal 
and director of secondary cur-
riculum.

Rescue work hampered by 
volunteer, paid staff shortage

The emergency medical services profession 
is experiencing a staff shortage. That was the 
message that Debbie Osborne, executive di-
rector of the Mecklenburg County Lifesaving 
and Rescue Squad, shared with squad mem-
bers and guests Sunday night at the squad’s 
annual banquet in Clarksville.

Despite a critical need for paramedics and 
EMTs (Emergency Medical Technicians), Os-
borne said overall the year was a success. She 
credited the squad’s accomplishments in large 
part to the work and dedication of its volun-
teers and full-time personnel. She also recog-
nized several volunteers for their longevity 
serving the citizens of Mecklenburg County, 
including Kenneth Cope (43 years’ service) 
Helen Compton (17 years) and Dawn Currin 

and Bruce Inscore (13 years each).
Sadly though, Osborne said, “Volunteers are 

a dying breed.” She added that it is not only 

the emergency medical services profession 
that is suffering, and it is not just a local issue. 
Fire and police departments across the Com-
monwealth and the U.S. are facing the same 
manpower shortage.

She expressed concern that the generation 
coming up does not feel the same call to ser-
vice that their parents and grandparents felt. 

Osborne said, “I used to think it was because 
of low pay, but I’ve changed my thinking. I 
now believe it’s not about the money alone.”  
Mecklenburg County Lifesaving and Rescue 
pays 100 percent of the insurance costs for 
full-time recruits and there are other tangible 
benefits. 

Paid benefits, especially for those under age 
35, and even pay increases don’t appear to 
be enough to keep people in the profession. 
Those who do volunteer as well as those who 
assume a paying position with an emergency 

Capsized 
boaters 
rescued 
from lake
Overloaded craft tips 
at Bluestone Landing

Two boaters were rescued 
Saturday afternoon after 
their motorboat overturned at 
Bluestone Landing on Buggs 
Island Lake near Clarksville.

DGIF Conservation Officer 
Matthew Sandy said when 
officers arrived at the scene, 
they found the two clinging 
to their craft. Sandy said there 
were too many people and too 
much gear on the boat and the 
combination caused it to cap-
size.

The men were unharmed.
Incidents such as Satur-

day’s accident brings to light 
a hazard that may not be at 
the top of every boater’s list 
of concerns: passenger and 
load limits.

“There’s a reason every 
vessel has a plate showing 
the capacity limit. It’s there 
for your safety,” Sandy said. 
Each capacity plate includes 
the maximum number of 
adult persons, the maximum 
gross load, and the maximum 
size of engine, and horsepow-
er, that your boat can legally 
carry.

Capsizing is one of the most 

After Union Level soldier 
survived Battle of the Bulge, 
his next assignment was to 
stand guard at Nuremberg

By SUSAN KYTE 
Sun Staff Writer

It was 1944 when Uncle Sam called on 
John Wesley Jones Jr. to serve his country.

The 97-year-old retired electrician from 
Union Level said at the time, all he wanted to 
do was work on planes. Instead he became a 
witness to some of the most horrific and his-
toric chapters of World War II, among them 
the Battle of the Bulge and the Nuremberg 
war crime tribunals.

Jones had been out of school for about four 
years, having graduated from Buckhorn in 
1939 and the Curtis Wright Technical Insti-
tute a year later, before he was drafted into 
the U.S. Army on July 21, 1944.

He was already working in the aviation in-
dustry at the time, building planes and gliders 
at various factories in California and Mary-
land. He remembers what it was like living in 
California in the aftermath of the bombing of 
Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941. “There 
were blackouts. It was a scary time.”

He eventually returned to his home in Vir-
ginia and six days later was drafted into the 
Army.

After completing infantry training in Geor-
gia, Maryland, and New Jersey, Jones and 
the men of his unit, part of the 358th Regi-
ment of the 90th Infantry Division, boarded 
the Queen Mary in New York City bound for 
Scotland. In less than a week they were in-
volved in heavy fighting in Belgium.

Nearly 75 years later, Jones said he still re-
members those first days on the battlefront. 
It was cold and snowy. The men were hun-
kered down in foxholes with only a blanket 
for warmth and K-rations for food. The area 
around them was covered in dense forest, 
and “we were scared to death.”

Jones does not know why, but after being 
in Belgium for only three days his command-
ing officer made him an assistant squad lead-
er. Jones protested, telling the CO he did not 
know if he was qualified. A sharp response 
came back: “You’ll find out in a hurry.”

He does acknowledge that he was an ex-
pert rifleman, but does not believe that was 

the reason he was chosen to lead.
As the division pushed forward through 

the Bastogne area in the Ardennes Forest of 
Southeast Belgium, Jones said he and anoth-
er soldier who would become his best friend 
for life, Benjamin Crump, were assigned 
to reconnaissance. They would patrol the 
nearby woods, collecting intelligence about 
the enemy. Crump, who was part Cherokee 
Indian, served as the unit’s scout.

Jones remembers one particularly deadly 
battle that took place while he and Crump 

were on patrol. There were mortar shells 
bursting all around them. Somehow the two 
escaped uninjured. He also recalls the sur-
prise he felt during another recon mission 
when he and Crump realized the Germans 
were in retreat, the area was desolate except 
for the ruts left behind from German tanks 
as they moved east through the forest toward 
Germany.

Jones did not know it at the time, but his 
unit was in the midst of a battle now known 

Witness to war’s worst

At right: John Wesley 
Jones Jr. today, 97 and 
living in Union Level, 
and (below) on leave 
John Wesley Jones in 
1944 on leave before 
shipping out for Ger-
many in 1944. Top left: 
Jones’ pass to gain ac-
cess to the Nuremberg 
trials. The young soldier 
was assigned to guard 
Nazi war criminals on 
trial in the German city. 
Bottom left, their auto-
graphs. 

Hite

Squad hails achievements, but warns of trouble

Debbie Osborne presented Kenneth Cope 
with the Philip Hicks award for his years of 
service and dedication to the squad.

Memorial Day Weekend Lake Edition
WELCOME TO THE LAKE COUNTRY!
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See WAR, page A8

See RESCUE, page A3

See BOATING, page A2
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as the Battle of the Bulge. It was the last 
major German offensive campaign on the 
Western Front during World War II.

With the enemy on the run, Jones said his 
unit pushed on into Germany and eventu-
ally Czechoslovakia where the 358th Regi-
ment is credited with being the first Allied 
Regiment to enter that country. They are 
also credited with liberating at least one 
concentration camp. But Jones’ memories 
of his time in Czechoslovakia are more 
mundane.

He remembers staying at a farmhouse 
in the countryside. The woman who lived 
there spoke no English, but she would 
make them cookies. He also recalls head-
ing outside one day in May after hear-
ing planes approaching overhead. As the 
planes drew near each other, one piloted by 
a German and the other by an Allied pilot, 
they dipped their wings and flew past.

It was then Jones knew that fighting in 
Europe was over.

Returning to Vohenstrauss, Germany, 
Jones said he spent the next two weeks 
“having a party” with the men of his unit 
while waiting for his next orders. He as-
sumed he would be going to Japan since 
the war in the Pacific Theatre was still rag-
ing.

On August 15, 1945 when Emperor Hi-
rohito announced the surrender of Imperial 
Japan, Jones said he was left to await new 
orders.

He was reassigned to the 26th Infantry 
Regiment, 1st Division and his new as-
signment was to guard war criminals dur-
ing the Nuremberg trials. Before he left for 
Nuremberg, Jones said he met and shook 
hands with General George Patton while 
the general was on a goodwill tour of 
troops under his command. 

Jones spent the next year watching the 
trials of Rudolph Hess, Herman Goering, 
Albert Speer, Alfred Rosenburg, Karl Doe-
nitz, Joachim von Ribbentrop, Fritz Saukel, 
Arthur Seyss-Inquart, Hans Frank, Julius 
Steicher, Hjalmar Schacht, Baron Kon-
stantin von Neurath, and Wilhelm Frick, 
among others. These former high-ranking 
officials within the Nazi Party were on trial 
for war crimes and crimes against human-

ity.
The Nuremberg trials were a series of 

thirteen trials carried out in Nuremberg, 
Germany, between 1945 and 1949 con-
ducted by an international tribunal made up 
of representatives from the United States, 
the Soviet Union, France, and Great Brit-
ain. The first and best known of these trials 
was that of the major war criminals before 
the International Military Tribunal (IMT), 
conducted between November 20, 1945 
and October 1, 1946.

Of the 24 men tried by the IMT, 19 were 
convicted and of those 12 were sentenced 
to death. The remaining seven were hand-
ed prison sentences ranging from 10 years 
to life. Three men were acquitted — one 
of them being Hjalmar Schacht, who was 
guarded by Jones.

He said Schacht spoke no English but 
came off as dignified if not somewhat ar-
rogant. Schacht had been the head of the 
Reichsbank before the war and an early 
Economics Minister in Hitler’s cabinet. By 
1944 he had been imprisoned in a concen-
tration camp by the Nazis. 

Jones said he never entered the area 
where the trials were taking place. His job 
was to escort the prisoners to and from 
their cell and walk with them during their 
daily exercise period. Since he was honor-

ably discharged from the Army before the 
trials ended, he did not learn of their out-
come for some time.

While there, Jones said, “We were under 
strict orders to not speak with any of them 
[the prisoners].” That did stop Jones from 
asking for and receiving autographs from 
several of those on trial. One of the prison-
ers was reluctant to sign Jones’ autograph 
book, but Admiral Karl Doenitz eventually 
relented telling Jones it — his autograph — 
would be of value someday.

Doenitz was the head of the German 
Navy and briefly, following Hitler’s sui-
cide, president of Germany. He was sen-
tenced to 10 years in prison for his crimes. 
Upon his release he lived in Hamburg until 
his death in 1980.

Jones said his most vivid memories are 
of conversations he had with Hermann Go-
ering, former Commander of the Luftwaffe 
and original Head of the Gestapo. The two 
would walk together in the prison yard. 
“He spoke perfect English and we would 
often talk about his life in Germany before 
the war.” Even though their conversations 
were pleasant, Jones said he did not like the 
man, who he describes as conceited, and 
was not saddened to hear Goering commit-
ted suicide the night before he was to be 
hanged for his crimes. 

Jones does admit to being surprised that 
Goering had access to a cyanide pill since 
the prisoners were stripped and searched 
daily.

While he did not have regular con-
tact with Albert Speer at Nuremberg, he 
reached out to him in 1969 after Speer’s 
autobiography, “Spandau: The Secret Dia-
ries” was published. Speer wrote back say-
ing he still remembered “quite fondly the 
friendly American soldiers during my days 
at Nuremberg. Many of them exchanged 
kind words with me although it was forbid-
den, which helped me greatly at that time.”

Before the war, Speer was an architect. 
As a member of Hitler’s inner circle, he 
was named Minister of Armaments and 
responsible for the use of slave labor — 
mainly from occupied territories — in the 
production of armaments. During his trial 
he expressed repentance for his action and 
claimed to have been unaware of some of 
the greater atrocities. He was sentenced to 
20 years in prison for his crimes. He died 
in 1981 while living in London, England.

Exactly two years after he was drafted, 
Jones said he received an honorable dis-
charge and returned to his home in Union 
Level. He met and married Bevelyn, his 
wife of 51 years and together they raised 
two daughters. While enjoying the life he 
made with Bevelyn, he never forgot his 
time in the Army.

He treasurers the mementos he collected 
from that time and in the years since, as 
well as the medals he earned, a Bronze Star 
for Meritorious Service in the Battle of the 
Bulge and a medal for service in occupied 
Germany — Jones said in his off hours 
while stationed at Nuremberg, he would 
sometimes serve as an MP in the town.

He still has copies of his pass authorizing 
access to the Palace of Justice in Nurem-
berg where the trials were held, autographs 
from several prisoners and the letter he re-
ceived from Albert Speer in 1969. Hanging 
on the wall above his dining table is a map 
marking the battle route of the 90th Infan-
try Division.

Years have passed since Jones spent time 
with the men tried as Nazi war criminals, 
but he says time has not diminished his dis-
like for them or the atrocities they commit-
ted against people around the world. 

“And for what?” he asks, not expecting 
an answer.

John Wesley Jones’ Bronze Star and (at right) a letter he received from Albert Speer
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American Legion Post 79 in South Hill hosted their an-
nual Awards Ceremony last week. The Post honored 
those in the community and with the Post for their 
service in helping the Post accomplish its goals. Above, 
honors were presented to Legion 50-year members 
Glenn Hick and William Cottrell.

LEGION 17 LEGIONNAIRE OF THE YEAR — This 
year’s honoree, Wendell M. Crowder, is an Army Vet-
eran who served during the Viet Nam War. He is 14 
year member of the American Legion who serves on 
the Post Honor Guard, works Bingo, chairs special 
events committee and sells over 100 quarts of stew dur-

A special Certificate of Appreciation was presented to 
Jimmie Keith Crowder by The American Legion Post 
79 Honor Guard member J. R. Robinson and Com-
mander E. B. Reese. They work together on providing 
the military honors at funerals in the area throughout 
the year. 

Life Memberships presented to Robert Raymond and 
Robert Wynne

J. R. Robinson made 10-year membership presenta-
tions to James Bennett and Wayne Smith. Not pic-
tured: Gary Billings, Michael Champion, Franklin 
Farmer, Lloyd Johnson, Major Ridley.

Sons of the American Legion Vincent Compton with 
Commander E. B. Reese. 

Stan Brulatour (right) with American Legion Post 79 
Legion Riders made a presentation of a Certificate of 
Appreciation to Pete Thomas.  

Stan Brulatour (right) with American Legion Post 79 
Legion Riders made a presentation of a leather vest to  
Tom Queck, Sr. (left) who is the Virginia  Department 
Commander  for his continued support of the Legion 
Riders. 

A new award this year was County 9-1-1- Dispatcher 
that was presented to Heather Long with Ben Duncan.

Virginia State Police Trooper Keith Pearce with Sgt. 
Sid Leslie


