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Many Virgin-
ians — probably 
most — have never 
heard of  the Vir-
ginia Citizens De-
fense League. It’s 
time to learn more 
about them.

This group ad-
vocates virtually 
unrestricted gun rights. There’s 
nothing wrong with that. It’s a 
fringe view in the United States 
and in Virginia, but it’s a totally 
protected view and deserves re-
spect as such.

Now, however, the Defense 

League is using a 
tactic that should 
be a concern to 
Vi r g i n i a n s .  I t 
is  asking local 
Boards of  Super-
visors to adopt a 
resolution that, 
carried to its logi-
cal — and extreme 

— conclusion, would pit governing 
bodies against the Commonwealth 
of  Virginia and even their own law 
enforcement organizations.

In an obvious play on words 
(and slam at immigration moder-
ates) the group is asking Boards 

of  Supervisors to declare their 
localities “Second Amendment 
Sanctuaries” — places where the 
Second Amendment will be safe. 
A resolution doing just that will 
be on the Board of  Supervisors 
agenda for action Thursday.

The two-page document is care-
fully worded to say that the county 
will oppose any “unconstitutional” 
infringement of  gun rights, but 
therein comes the rub. Isle of  
Wight County and the common-
wealth are already bound not to 
enforce laws that have been de-
clared unconstitutional by the one 
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When Joseph W. Luter III envisioned Windsor 
Castle Park, his plan was for it to remain as natural 
as possible. 

The former Smithfield Foods President and CEO 
poured $7 million into turning the farm and sur-
rounding forests into a park that would, in his words, 
continue as “natural – passive – untouched when 
possible.  These should be our guide as future plans 
for Windsor Castle Park are considered.” 

When the park opened in 2010, it had walking 
paths, a fishing pier, a dog park and a kayak/canoe 
launch. That’s it. The manor house was uninhabited 
and in need of  repair, and the grounds immediately 
surrounding it were, and continue to be, protected by 
a historic easement from the Virginia Department 
of  Historic Resources. 

A local farmer continued planting and harvesting 
cotton, soybeans and corn. 

In 2014, Luter wrote a letter to the town because 
residents were fast and furiously coming up with all 
sorts of  ideas for the park, with one being particu-
larly controversial — a disc golf  course. 

The disc golf  course didn’t happen, nor did the 
proposed fitness stations or amphitheater. What 
were added were the natural playground, which 
encourages families to visit, a picnic area and some 
portable toilets. 

In the years that have followed, the park has in-
creasingly become a blank canvas for individuals 
and groups to make their mark. 

In July, a town report listed 16 projects that have 
been built, installed or conducted at the park by local 
groups and individuals.

Some are innocuous, like benches at the play-
ground, while others are quite visible and too often 
built and then neglected, such as the monarch but-
terfly habitat. 

Last summer, a herd of  odoriferous goats were 
brought in to eat poison ivy and were caged in an 
electric fence surrounded by bright orange plastic 
web fencing. Not exactly in keeping with an 18th 
century look. 

By the end of  the summer, the goats were hustled 
out because something about their penned area had 
attracted bears. The two bears became a zoo-like 
attraction and the park got lots of  foot and vehicle 
traffic during that time. The ugly electric fence still 
stands, and it’s unclear what is going to be done with 
that, or if  the goats will return to continue eating 
weeds that will again grow back. 

In time, the farmer quit growing commercial 
row crops due to concerns about using pesticides 
and fertilizers in the park. He voluntarily planted 
sunflowers instead. It was a quirky idea that brought 
thousands of  people to town, but it would be a stretch 
to call it a tranquil activity. This year the deer ate 
the sunflowers, so that idea was a bust. Now a better 
idea has emerged. A group is planting longleaf  pine, 
which shouldn’t produce traffic jams.

One can’t discuss activities at the park without 
mentioning Smithfield VA Events, which puts on 
three festivals there a year. What the group does is 
commendable, as it raises thousands of  dollars each 
year for Isle of  Wight’s civic and nonprofit groups. 

At the same time, it has fueled the construction 
of  additional buildings near the manor house. The 
idea is that they replicate barns that were there at 
some time in the past. The nonprofit has also bene-
fited from brush clearing near those barns, which 
has created a lovely, but hardly natural, wooded 
area that has discouraged most critters from living 
in that thicket. 

The town, meanwhile, has turned the manor 
house into an event venue,  put a fence around it and 
cut down maturing oak trees for a better — in the 
town’s opinion — view of  the marsh and Smithfield 
Station.

Now some town officials want to dig up a grave 
and see if  the person inside was the town founder. 
Mayor Carter Williams says the town must know 
who’s in the ground there. We’re not sure why. 

The fear is, with the onslaught of  well-intentioned 
projects, the park will get gunked up — that is, be-
come so littered with signs, objects, fenced areas 
and more, that it will lose the peaceful, unspoiled 
character that was Luter’s vision in the first place. 

He wrote: “The natural, passive character of  the 
park must be preserved. No changes should be made 
that might threaten the tranquility of  this extraor-
dinary place.”

Slavery not 
significant in 
Va. past
Editor, Smithfield Times,

I am responding to the 
article, “Virginia’s Role 
in Thanksgiving.” I see 
nothing wrong with the 
role children play during 
the Thanksgiving holiday. 
When children cannot 
celebrate the holiday by 
wearing Pilgrim hats and 
reenacting colonists es-
tablishing themselves at 
Jamestown, then history 
was never established.

I see no need to delve 
down into some history 
that is not researched or 
learned among people who 
were taught the “Pilgrim” 
history. The more history 
is remade or audited, the 
less relevant real events will 
become. Incorporating reli-
gious events with history is 
irrevevant especially when 
Anglican and Protestant 
were the prominent reli-
gions upon establishing Vir-
ginia. I recommend when 
individuals have nothing 
to offer when trying to es-
tablish themselves in a com-
munity, that they find their 
history or beliefs elsewhere 
and settle there. Translat-

ruling that an individual 
has a constitutional right 
to keep a loaded handgun at 
home for self-defense. The 
Court concluded the Second 
Amendment establishes an 
individual right to keep and 
bear arms for self-defense 
and hunting. This made 
no difference to the Surry 
Board.

During citizen com-
ments more than 30 people 
respectfully voiced their 
opposition to the approved 
resolution. Almost every 
person respectfully asked 
the Board to reconsider and 
vote for the more compre-
hensive VCDL resolution, 
which states:

“Whereas, the Surry 
County Board of  Supervi-
sors wish to express oppo-
sition to any law that would 
unconstitutionally restrict 
the rights of  the citizens of  
Surry County to keep and 
bear arms, and:

Whereas,  the Sur ry 
County Board of  Supervi-
sors wishes to express its 
intent to stand as a sanc-
tuary county for Second 
Amendment rights and to 
oppose, within the limits 
of  the Constitution of  the 
United States and the Com-
monwealth of  Virginia, any 
efforts to unconstitutional-

ing history into something 
palatable for one’s own 
goals will lead into a world 
of  inconsistency. 

Virginians can be “nar-
row-minded” and tend to 
accept history and reli-
gion as it was. Slavery is 
not a significant part of  
Virginia’s history and an 
individual would have to be 
aggressively searching for 
information tying slavery 
to Virginia. Watering down 
and reinterpreting history 
will provide more sanctu-
ary states and immigration.

Tamika Evans
Smithfield 

Feels 
betrayed by 
government

Editor, Smithfield Times,
 I’ve been unhappy with 

my local government but 

never have I felt so disap-
pointed or betrayed as I was 
at the Thursday’s Surry 
County Board of  Supervi-
sors meeting.

We expected the Board 
to pass a resolution declar-
ing Surry to be a Second 
Amendment Sanctuary.  
Instead, they pulled “Res-
olution 2019-38: Second 
Amendment Rights” out of  
the agenda, read it aloud 
and voted unanimously in 
favor. It is a watered down 
imitation of  a resolution 
with no mention of  a sanc-
tuary.

Citizens were hoping to 
become a sanctuary county 
and have their gun rights 
preserved within the limits 
of  the law. The people were 
astounded. I gave a copy of  
the resolution offered by the 
Virginia Citizens Defense 
League to my supervisor, 
along with the 2008 deci-
sion of  the Supreme Court 
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The Rev. Warren F. Taylor, recently retired at the time, was invited to be the “grand illuminator” 
of the town’s Christmas Tree in 1981. With him was Irene Baker, chairman of the annual event. 
The event was accompanied by seasonal music and during that period, was conducted in the 
Smithfield Fire Station, near which the tree was located.

“I believe there are more instances of the abridg-
ment of the freedom of the people by gradual and silent 
encroachments of those in power than by violent and 
sudden usurpations.” 

— James Madison

Keep park 
uncluttered

Grand Illuminator
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B a c k  i n  t h e 
1950s, many small 
farms, including 
ours, were still 
picking corn with 
one and two-row 
“snapper” cor n 
pickers, so-called 
because the corn 
stalks were fed 
between two rollers that simply 
snapped the ears from the stalk, 
and then fed it into a chute to be 
dropped in a trailer. 

The whole ears were then trans-
ported, as they had been for cen-
turies, to a well-ventilated corn-

crib where the 
ears were stored 
until fed whole or 
ground into feed.

In order to be 
picked and stored 
as  whole  ears, 
corn had to be left 
in the field to dry 
naturally.  Only 

when the ears and stalks had fully 
dried could the corn be picked. If  
it were damp, the pickers wouldn’t 
pull it cleanly from the stalk and, 
if  they had, damp corn would spoil 
in the crib. 

You can still find an occasion-

al corncrib on farms. Many of  
them were built of  logs that were 
notched and linked together with 
generous spacing between each. 
Ours was made of  sawn boards, 
also spaced to provide ventilation. 
A common feature of  corncribs 
was a wide roof  around the sides, 
necessary to keep rain from beat-
ing into the stored crop.

Drying corn stalks in the field 
presented a dilemma in Southeast 
Virginia. This area always had the 
potential of  being in the path of  a 
tropical storm or hurricane, and 
dry corn stalks, with heavy ears 
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South Harbor 
threat to birds
Editor, Smithfield Times,

Concerning South Har-
bor, the proposed affluent 
senior restricted develop-
ment behind Bojangles and 
Carrollton Baptist Church: 
first, Weldon Cooper proj-
ects Isle of  Wight will go 
from 7,900 to 11,300 seniors 
65 and over by 2030, mak-
ing senior developments 
necessary.

More typically, a senior 
becoming less able would 
downsize from their home 
of  many years, which may 
need a new roof, heating 
system, various repairs, 
also eliminating yard work. 
Hopefully, there would be 
additional money from the 
sale.

The close quarters of  the 
new senior development 
would complement senior 
future needs for transporta-
tion, access to medical care 
and a need for each other. 
In the past, younger adults 
were more than six times 
the number of  seniors 65 
and older. In the near fu-
ture, the figure may be less 
than two to one, making the 
neighborhood assistance 
of  the past much harder 
to come by for seniors who 

not like the public’s reac-
tion to their plans for the 
South Harbor development. 
What did the supervisors 
expect the reaction to be 
as they propose a threat to 
our quality of  life and the 
environment?

The supervisors do not 
want to accept the will of  
the people. We, the people, 
do not want more growth. 
We would prefer to pay 
higher taxes.

If  you, the supervisors, 
do not like the public’s reac-
tion to your thirst for urban 
sprawl, then please quit or 
resign. You must feel that 
your position strokes your 
ego since your campaign 
signs are everywhere at 
election time. 

Grice says growth can-
not be stopped. Wrong 
answer. Isle of  Wight is 
closed. I voted for Grice a 
few weeks ago. What a fool 
I was.

I don’t want to hear any 
more weak arguments from 
East West Partners on how 
they will solve this growth 
problem by laying more 
asphalt for left turn lanes. 
This is the same greedy 
bunch who gave us Eagle 
Harbor, which is nothing to 
brag about. They cut down 
every tree they could find. 

have had fewer children. 
Many details like a no-step 
entrance and robots would 
also be part of  this new life.

South Harbor, which 
could pay for school reno-
vations, is really a senior 
project for Gatling Pointe 
and Founders Pointe se-
niors downsizing. However, 
there are serious concerns. 
For, all of  phase two and 
parts of  phase five have 
soil problems. Yemanee 
Fine Sandy Loam becomes 
plastic with low percentage 
moisture saturation. After, 
say, 20 years, foundations 
will sink and crack. The 
developer should proffer 
extra construction, like 
additional piers adding 
foundation cost, which have 
not been added in the past 
by contractors, or denied 
approval lest Isle of  Wight 
become complicit in shoddy 
lot sales. 

Second, the Bay Journal 

headlines, “Scientists raise 
alarm as North American 
bird populations plummet.” 
The most alarming decline 
is birds depending on marsh 
habitat. Down are thrushes, 
starlings, swallows, finches, 
larks, blackbirds, warblers 
and sparrows. Our Isle of  
Wight birds! Most down 33 
to 50 percent. South Harbor 
will substantially degrade 
our birds’ nesting habi-
tat. Unfortunately, South 
Harbor should be denied 
and rezoned RAC. We are 
neglecting our sensitive 
marshlands. 

Thomas Finderson
Carrollton

Would prefer 
higher taxes
Editor, Smithfield Times,

It is interesting that the 
Board of  Supervisors did 
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Massive ice storm
An ice storm knocked out electrical service for thousands of Isle of Wight residents in December 
1989. It took more than a week for Dominion Power and Community Electric to restore power 
throughout the rural sections of the county. (Smithfield Times File Photo)

Dumping carcasses 
can be a crime

Pickup trucks, some outfitted with dog cages and 
parked along back roads, are as traditional as  turkey 
and sweet potatoes here in the fall.

From now until the beginning of  January, it’s 
deer hunting season in Virginia.

Hunting is not only a sport; it’s a calculated effort 
to control the deer population. With the demise of  
most natural predators, we are it.

While some don’t agree with that strategy, most 
people would concede that deer have become near-
ly as ubiquitous as squirrels – except many times 
larger with an appetite for azaleas and tomatoes to 
match. They are a menace to commercial crops, and 
for that reason, the state allows farmers to take deer 
out of  season with a permit. Deer are also the cause 
of  untold vehicle collisions each year, especially 
when bucks are on the hunt for a mate. 

And then there are the ticks. Deer are host to sev-
eral species of  ticks that can transmit deadly or de-
bilitating diseases to humans if  not caught in time. 

Like it or not, deer hunting season is the best 
solution we have right now to control the population, 
plus the purchases of  licenses help fund conserva-
tion efforts in the state. 

This makes all the shooting and making of  
venison burgers a good thing, but there remains 
one uncomfortable problem – what to do with the 
unused carcass.

A male white-tailed deer can weigh up to 300 
pounds. After all the desirable meat is removed, that 
still leaves a large amount of  bones, fur and entrails 
to deal with. 

There is a hunter, or hunters, who have decided 
that dumping their unused deer remains below the 
Cypress Creek Bridge in downtown Smithfield is 
acceptable. It’s fast, easy and likely on the way home. 

Other bridges around Isle of  Wight County are 
also favorite dumping spots. 

Dumping deer carcasses can be a crime. It falls 
under littering and can result in jail time if  a judge 
is so inclined. 

The threat of  incarceration apparently isn’t 
strong enough, as dumping carcasses off  bridges 
is not confined to downtown Smithfield, Woodland 
Drive or Quaker Road in Isle of  Wight County. It’s a 
statewide problem.

Responsible hunters condemn the practice, 
not only for its unsightliness, the threat of  water 
contamination and disrespect for the animal, but 
also because it provides fuel for what they call the 
“anti’s” — those who oppose hunting of  any kind. 

Conservation police also suspect the dumpers 
are not hunting legally, or are not tagging their 
kills properly, and that is why they covertly dump 
the carcasses. 

The Virginia Department of  Game and Inland 
Fisheries also warns of  the spread of  chronic wast-
ing disease from the irresponsible disposal of  deer 
carcasses. Chronic wasting disease is a contagious 
neurological illness that ultimately ends in death for 
the affected deer. It does not appear to affect humans. 
So far, CWD has been found in Culpeper, Frederick 
and Shenandoah counties in Virginia and game offi-
cials warn that infected carcasses can contaminate 
an area for years. If  it takes hold, it could negatively 
impact the deer population.  

Fewer deer might give dumpers pause. 
Most hunt clubs have a process for disposing of  

carcasses, and some landowners allow carcasses 
to be buried or left on the property where they are 
harvested. 

That allows scavenger animals, such as buzzards, 
fox and coyotes, to feast without having to resort 
to your dog or cat — in the case of  coyotes, that is. 

Other hunters take their kill to a processor, who 
handles the unused portions. 

DGIF recommends double-bagging the remains 
and putting them in the trash. 

Some hunters see no difference between tossing 
their deer remains in the trash, as they would a 
turkey or chicken carcass or beef  bones. 

The SPSA landfill in Suffolk said that if  necessary, 
hunters can cut up a carcass, double-bag it and put 
it in their personal trash. 

Certainly that option is better than leaving it on 
the side of  the road. 
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Our county has 
always been made 
richer by the peo-
ple who have lived 
here. Here are a 
few thoughts on 
three who died re-
cently.

• Ro b e r t  W. 
(Bobby) Wright 
Jr. was a longtime employee of  
Gwaltney Motor Company. Bob 
somehow turned that job into a 
ministry to the community’s el-
derly, especially widows. I vividly 
recall that while my mother was 
still driving (she did so for way too 

long) it was Bob 
Wright she called 
whenever her car 
had a problem. 

He would, in 
her words, “take 
care of  it.” And he 
did, but not just for 
her. Elderly people 
all over Smithfield 

and northern Isle of  Wight depend-
ed on Bob’s goodwill, and it was 
bountiful. Of  course, Bob’s nature 
didn’t just happen. He came from 
a family of  good neighbors. His 
mother Virginia was a longtime 
telephone and police dispatcher 

known for “taking care” of  things, 
and his father Bob was forever 
helping neighbors in need. It was 
something of  a family trait, and 
darned good one.

• Martha Powell exemplified 
the best in grassroots politics. 
She was a Republican when that 
was practically a bad word in old 
Democratic Isle of  Wight. When 
Linwood Holton ran in 1965 against 
local favorite Mills E. Godwin 
Jr., Martha stood right alongside 
Holton, never wavering from her 
stand as a proud Virginia Repub-
lican.
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Plan for traffic 
future

Isle of  Wight County and the Town of  Smithfield 
should consider holding a joint summit on how the 
two localities plan to deal with transportation in the 
coming years.

That is, what road projects need to be placed on 
the application schedule and when. 

In addition to the more than 3,500 housing units 
either entering the process or approved years ago, 
there are more sleeper projects that appear to be 
waking up.

The Town of  Smithfield has recently met with 
engineers with Napolitano Homes, which owns what 
was rezoned as Mallory Pointe in 2005, as well as 
the 184-acre Scott Farm. The developer is looking 
to build 1,100 housing units on those two properties, 
according to town officials. Both tracts are located 
near the intersection of  Battery Park and Nike Park 
roads — narrow two-lane roads that serve as feeders 
for Route 17 on the way to the James River Bridge. 

The Nike Park-Battery Park intersection was rat-
ed “F” for afternoon peak traffic as far back as 2012. 
The current solution is to put a traffic circle there, 
as well as widen Nike Park Road to four lanes — a 
project that is right now pegged for 2034, 15 years 
down the road. 

It’s not a stretch to realize that Isle of  Wight is at-
tractive to developers right now because it has avail-
able land close to the major metropolitan localities 
where the jobs are. One can’t fault them seeing Isle 
of  Wight as a cash cow, and you can’t fault current 
residents for being dismayed at the thought of  more 
houses, more people and more cars. 

While it’s true, as one supervisor pointed out, 
that these developments do not spring up in “one 
week,” the slow and steady drip of  more houses and 
more people is going to continue to strain what is 
already an increasingly congested northern Isle of  
Wight County. 

Unfortunately, road improvements don’t happen 
in one week, either. 

County officials have devised plans over the years 
for various projects to address a growing population, 
but that all hinges on getting the money to do it. 

Isle of  Wight is part of  the Hampton Roads region, 
and road projects here are scored competitively 
based on congestion. One transportation official 
said that no matter how congested Isle of  Wight 
may seem, it doesn’t hold a candle to areas such as 
Virginia Beach and Norfolk. 

Roads projects scored under Smart Scale also need 
to show a regional impact. 

Isle of  Wight was fortunate to receive funding 
for two large intersection projects along Route 17 
at Brewer’s Neck Boulevard and the Nike Park 
extension.

The Nike Park extension will connect Route 17 
with Reynolds Drive, allowing another way to get 
from the James River Bridge to Smithfield. It will 
also add another stoplight along Route 17.  

One highly congested area in state hands is the 
James River Bridge. That too becomes congested in 
the morning and evening rush hours, not to mention 
when there is a bridge lift or accident. VDOT has 
indicated that there are no plans to widen the bridge. 
Instead, officials are looking for bridge congestion 
to decrease once the Hampton Roads Bridge tunnel 
expansion is complete.

Let’s hope that prediction comes true.  

The Green Team
Congratulations to the newly formed Green 

Team — a group of  individuals from numerous 
civic groups, schools and government agencies who 
have come together to begin tackling environmental 
issues in the Town of  Smithfield and beyond. 

One of  their first projects is to organize a commu-
nity-wide cleanup day in March where volunteers 
can sign up to pick up litter and trash along the road. 

Taking time to pick up behind other people’s 
sloppy habits is admirable, and those who are spear-
heading this effort should be commended. 

Kindness 
matters
Editor, The Smithfield 
Times,

For months, a very small 
but very vocal group of  in-
dividuals have repeatedly 
questioned the integrity of  
the Isle of  Wight County 
School Board. Through pub-
lic comments and social me-
dia, they have attempted to 
persuade others to believe 
that we lack honesty, trust-
worthiness and the ability 
to follow policy, code and 
law. When I entered public 
office, I surely expected that 
there would be people who 
disagreed with decisions — 
that is part of  this job. 

However, I never expect-
ed that the essence of  my 
character would be called 
to the line. It was done not 
by strangers at a state and 
national level but rather 
people who live in my com-
munity — and people who, 
at one point, I might have 
stopped to chat with in a 
grocery store. 

I believe that I can ac-
curately speak for all of  us 
when I say that this School 
Board values the qualities 
of  honesty and trustwor-
thiness and that we seek to 
follow policy, code and law 
in everything we do. Our 
love for these schools and 

Pantries of  Christian Out-
reach and Rescue Friends, 
to name a few.  With your 
support, we also are able to 
provide filled backpacks for 
elementary school children 
in need and to provide col-
lege scholarships to local 
students, doing our part for 
tomorrow’s leaders.

Thanks again for all 
your support of  our work 
in the community.  And 
please consider coming 
to our meeting on the 4th 
Tuesday of  every month at 7 
p.m.  Have dinner on us, and 
see what the Ruritans are 
all about.  Our clubhouse is 
located at 14138 Norsworthy 
Drive, Carrollton.  

Georgette Phillips
President

Thanking voters

Editor, The Smithfield 
Times,

I would like to thank the 
voters of  Surry County for 
your support in the election 
on Nov. 5 to serve as your 
next Commissioner of  the 
Revenue. I have most re-
cently served as master dep-
uty commissioner under 
the current Commissioner, 
Deborah J. Nee, and I have 
worked under her guidance 

our desire to give back in 
a very unique way is what 
brings us all to the board 
room month after month. I 
will end by first congratu-
lating voters in the Newport 
District on their ability to 
fact-check and not allow 
negative campaigning to 
triumph. 

I also want to congratu-
late Vicky Hulick, not only 
on her win, but also on the 
way she handled herself  
amidst a very revengeful 
counter campaign. Her 
parting words to those of  
us working the polls for her 
on Election Day were “be 
kind to everyone.”  What a 
great lesson to continue im-
pressing upon the hearts of  
all of  our students — Kind-
ness DOES matter — even 
in disagreements and yes, 
even in politics — kindness 
matters!

Kirstin Cook
Smithfield

Thank 
you
Editor, The Smithfield 
Times,

Once again, the Carroll-
ton Ruritan Club would like 
to publicly thank everyone 
who supported our semi-an-
nual fish fry fundraiser on 
Saturday, Nov 2.  We are 
grateful beyond words for 
the support shown by our 
community.  We sold just 
under 700 meals, another 
new record! 

We also deeply appreci-
ate the generosity of  our 
business partners and those 
individuals whose special 
purchases and contribu-
tions helped in this huge 
success.

Our fundraising efforts 
allow us to continue our 
support of  Scout Troop and 
Cub Pack 36, the Carrollton 
Library’s summer read-
ing program, and the Food 
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A school wagon was photographed on its way home from the Carrollton School, which was 
located where the present Carrollton Ruritan Hall stands. In the background is the Carroll 
House, which is located at the intersection of Reynolds and Northworthy drives. The roads 
were dirt, the ride bumpy, but it probably beat walking.

Bumpy ride 
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