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Solar project is too
big for Spotsylvania
AFTER meeting with both sides

and reviewing reams of docu-
ments, we’ve determined that

the rancorous year-long debate over a
proposed 6,350-acre solar power plant
that has pitted Concerned Citizens
of Spotsylvania County, a small local
grassroots group, against a large, out-
of-state corporation comes down to
this: theproject iswaytoobigforwest-
ern Spotsylvania County,andthereare
too few benefits to county residents to
offset this major deficiency.

Utah-based Sustainable Power
Group (sPower) wants to turn 10 square
miles of agriculturally-zoned land that
was previously a tree farm into a forest
of solar panels, making it the largest
solar facility on the East Coast. The
company’s plan to shield this utility-
sized power plant from view with trees
and berms doesn’t change the fact that
it ismassive inscale.

Too massive, in fact, for an agri-
cultural zone that abuts a residential
area. Which is why the county’s Plan-
ning Commission recommended that
sPower be given a special use permit
to erect solar panels only on 245 acres,
the smallest of its three connecting
sites and also the one farthest away
from homes.

Some objections to the 500-mega-
watt, $615 million project, includ-
ing nearby residents’ fears that the
proposed solar facility would cause
major environmental and health
problems during construction and
its subsequent 30 years of operation,
seem somewhat overblown, and more
attributable to a Not In My Backyard
attitude that is making it harder and
harder to erect needed infrastructure
pretty much anywhere.

Bothsideshavehiredappraiserswho
disagreeonwhat impactthesolar farm
would have on nearby home values,
but it seems beyond dispute that solar
panels would be quiet, undemanding
neighbors. sPower has also committed
to spending $25 million in community
upgrades, including replacing aging
water pipes in Fawn Lake, although
the company admits that these entice-
ments are not legally enforceable.

But sPower’s resistance to posting a
cash bond or irrevocable letter of cred-
it to protect Spotsylvania taxpayers
from what could be an enormous cost
of decommissioning and disposing
of 1.8 million solar panels containing
toxic cadmium telluride at the end of
their useful lifespans if the project’s
multiple limited liability corporations
skip out is troubling. So is its insis-
tence that the supposed future recy-
cling value of the spent panels three
decades from now be included in its
current decommissioning plan.

Related to the project’s massive
scale—in an area that is much closer
to a residential area than most of the

nation’s solar facilities of its size—is
the fact that sPower has already con-
tracted to sell all of the electricity gen-
erated by the proposed Spotsylvania
solar facility to power-guzzling tech
giants Apple and Microsoft, as well as
the University of Richmond.

Microsoft, which already has a
data center in Loudoun County, is
utilizing tax breaks and a $1.5 million
state grant to expand in Mecklenburg
County. The expansion will add 100
more jobs, but they’ll all be in South-
side, not Spotsylvania.

sPower points to millions of dollars
of increased tax revenues the land
would generate as a solar plant instead
of a tree farm, with no correspond-
ing pressure on county services that
a residential subdivision in that same
location would create. But a tree farm
and a suburban subdivision are not
the only options there.

Dr. Dean Bellas of Alexandria-based
Urban Analytics, who was hired by
Concerned Citizens to analyze the
economic impact of the proposed so-
lar farm, noted that “under the sPower
proposal, Spotsylvania County will
receive declining tax revenues annu-
ally on a per-acre basis on an appreci-
ating asset (real estate).”

Bellas concluded that “the forgone
tax revenues to Spotsylvania County
from alternative development sce-
narios are substantial… The County
would also enjoy larger economic
benefits (new jobs, new labor income,
and the multiplier effect on the local
economy) with less acreage needed.”

Bottom line: If Microsoft or Apple
were building a new data center in
Spotsylvania County and creating
high-paying jobs there, a good case
could be madeforbuildingsuch a large
solar facility alongside to power it. But
that’s not the case. All of the electric-
ity produced, and most of the jobs the
project will support after a brief con-
struction period, will be elsewhere.

Evenunderabest-casescenariowith
no adverse impacts on local residents,
Spotsylvania County will forgo the
possibility of more lucrative economic
development in the area for a 30-year
deal that will mostly benefit sPower
and two of the largest corporations in
the world. Property taxes and a $25
million good-faith gesture are not
enough to offset the potential loss of
new jobs, future economic develop-
ment and the increased tax revenue it
would bring, and the loss of thousands
of acres of agricultural land.

Solar power can and should be part
of Virginia’s energy mix, but this proj-
ect is too big and offers too few ben-
efits to the county. The Board of Su-
pervisors should follow the Planning
Commission’s recommendation and
grant sPower a special use permit only
on the smallest of the three parcels.
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Mailer was not from Energy & Policy Institute

AS THE final weeks of
the 20th century drew
to a close, much atten-

tion was given to the question
of what had been the best—the
best of the century or best of the
millennium? An endless flurry
of polls, surveys, Top 10 and
Top 100 lists were compiled.

And when it came to the best
book or best author of the past
100 years, in poll after poll, sur-
vey after survey, list after list,
J.R.R. Tolkien was nearly always
at the top.

At Waterstones, the giant
British bookstore, Tolkien’s
“The Lord of the Rings” was
declared the book of the century
after it received the most votes
at 104 of the store’s 105 branch-
es—the lone exception being
the branch where James Joyce’s
“Ulysses” came in first and
“The Lord of the Rings” second.

Also ranking high among
vote-getters in Waterstones’
Top Books of the Century, “The
Hobbit” came in at No. 19.

When The Daily Telegraph
asked readers across the United
Kingdom to vote for their
favorite author and favorite
book, Tolkien and “The Lord of
the Rings” won again. Tolkien’s
epic was also at the top of a poll
taken by the BBC to deter-
mine the “Nation’s Best-Loved
Book”—and was at the top of
similar polls in Australia and
Germany.

Not to be outdone, U.S. Ama-
zon.com customers voted “The
Lord of the Rings” as the best
book of the millennium, ahead
of “Gone With the Wind,”

which came in second; “To Kill
a Mockingbird,” which came in
third; and even ahead of “Harry
Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone,”
which took fifth place.

Only two authors had more
than one book in Amazon’s Top
20. Tolkien was one of them,
with “The Hobbit” coming in
at No. 12. With his “Complete
Works” at 16 and “Hamlet” at
17, the other author was Wil-
liam Shakespeare.

In this century, Tolkien’s
writing remains as popular as
ever. Current estimates put
sales of “The Lord of the Rings”
at well over 150 million copies,
and sales of “The Hobbit” at
well over 100 million, making
them among the best-selling
books of all time.

The film adaptations of
Tolkien’s works are also among
the top-grossing movies of all

time and have further helped to
make their characters—Bilbo
Baggins, his nephew Frodo,
the ever-faithful Sam Gamgee,
and Gandalf the Wizard—into
household names.

But it was not always this
way. In fact, “The Hobbit” and
“The Lord of the Rings” may
both be described as books
that very nearly weren’t. The
story of how an obscure Oxford
professor came to write these
books, and then went on to be-
come the most-beloved author
of the century, is as amazing as
any of the fictional stories that
Tolkien himself would create.

Begun by Tolkien in 1930
merely as a bedtime story
to amuse his children, “The
Hobbit” was not finished and
released until 1937. The sequel
took even longer. Begun in 1937,
“The Lord of the Rings” took

12 years to finish, including
two periods where Tolkien quit
writing altogether. He then had
to wait another five years before
it was finally published in 1954.

In the years since their
release, Tolkien’s two great
masterpieces have gone on
to delight readers all over the
world, becoming the kind of
stories that are read again and
again and are passed from one
generation to the next.

Through his stories about
imaginary creatures in an imag-
inary world, Tolkien reminds
us of who we are and what is
important in this world.
Devin Brown is a professor of English at
Asbury University and the author of the
most recent Tolkien biography. His Great
Lives Series lecture on Tolkien will be held in
Dodd Auditorium on the University of Mary
Washington campus on Thursday, March
21, at 7:30 p.m. It is open to the public free of
charge.

J.R.R. Tolkien: Best author of the 20th century
OBSCURE OXFORD PROF BECAME ONE OF THE MOST BELOVED AUTHORS EVER
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Last week, The Free Lance–Star print-
ed a letter from a reader who claimed
that the Energy and Policy Institute “ap-
peared” to have sent a mailer to Spotsyl-
vania residents about a solar farm and a
group that has opposed it called “Con-
cerned Citizens of Spotsylvania County”
[“Solar farm mailer is intentionally
deceptive,” March 15].

The Energy and Policy Institute,
which is a watchdog group that works
to expose attacks on renewable energy
and debunk misinformation from fossil
fuel interests, did not send any mailers
about the Spotsylvania solar farm. This
letter was the first we had heard of any
mailer.

EPI did post an article online on Feb.
26 about the opposition to the Spot-
sylvania solar farm. In that article,
we noted that Concerned Citizens of
Spotsylvania County has echoed many
misleading attacks on solar energy from
fossil fuel-funded groups including the
Heritage Foundation, Committee for a
Constructive Tomorrow, the Institute
for Energy Research, and the Taxpayer
Protection Alliance.

We did not allege that Concerned
Citizens of Spotsylvania County has
received funding from those or any

other interests, although we did note
that most of these same special inter-
est groups have promoted the efforts of
the Concerned Citizens group as part of
their broader war on solar power nation-
ally.

We also documented how individuals
affiliated with climate skeptic groups
like the Heartland Institute that have
received funding from the fossil fuel in-
dustry testified against the Spotsylvania
solar project at public hearings held by
the State Corporate Commission.

As an example, one project opponent
who contacted the SCC used to work for
ExxonMobil and the coal producer Pea-
body Energy, and now does government
affairs work for an oil and gas company
based in Texas.

Ms. Philipp also implied in her letter
that someone paid EPI to send the mailer
that we did not send. As we note clearly
on our website, the Energy and Policy
Institute does not receive any funding
from solar companies, or any other pri-
vate company or trade association. We
are funded by non-profit environmental
foundations.

David Pomerantz
Executive Director,

Energy and Policy Institute

Dale B. Lachniet
Publisher

PhilliP n. Jenkins
Editor

BarBara hollingsworth
Editorial Page Editor

Seeking some
new solutions for
our historic river
challenges

Rivers run through us.
They often define us and
become a vital part of our
economic and recreational
lives. Sometimes they of-
fer challenges.

With spring quickly
approaching, we are re-
minded of the challenges
the Rappahannock River
poses for regional resi-
dents due to flooding.

Persistent, record-set-
ting rain has caused risk
to property, emergency
services, transportation,
historic resources and de-
bris along the length of the
river, including five major
flood events last year in
Stafford County.

Recently,GeorgeWash-
ingtonDistrictSupervisor
TomCoenheldaRappah-
annockRoundtablewith
aneyetobothkeepingthe
community informedand,
more importantly, togather
ideasastowhatcanand
shouldhappentoaddress
someofthesechallenges.

Staff representatives
shared historic preserva-
tion, emergency services,
storm water planning,
transportation impacts,
debris removal concerns
and processes among
other issues.

Working with the
River Basin Commission,
Friends of the Rappahan-
nock, the commonwealth,
the Wetlands Board,
Chesapeake Bay Board
and other stakeholders,
the county can address the
best ways to preserve this

amazing resource while
protecting residents. I’m
proud to assist Supervi-
sor Coen in bringing the
parties together to get the
discussion started.

We have a long way to
go to find 21st century
solutions to this ancient
challenge. Supervisor
Coen has put out the
word—so let us know
your thoughts and ideas.
We believe in the diverse
talents and abilities in the
region to bring ideas and
suggestions forward.

Please reach out. Let’s
find a way to make the
challenges we face oppor-
tunities to find solutions.

Sue Henderson
George Washington District

Representative
Stafford County Wetlands/

Coastal/Chesapeake Bay Board
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I–95 study confirms
Smart Scale failures
LAST week, Virginia Depart-

ment of Transportation Deputy
Secretary Nick Donohue re-

leased the results of the first phase of
VDOT’s latest study of the 179 miles
of Interstate 95 that run through the
Commonwealth of Virginia. But the
results certainly weren’t news to local
officials in the Fredericksburg region
or area commuters, all of whom are
intimately familiar with the common-
wealth’s failure to keep traffic flowing
on the east Coast’s most important
interstate highway.

For example, the first phase of the
new VDOT study found that the
worst problem areas in terms of con-
gestion on I–95 between the North
Carolina border and washington, D.C.
can be found at the Occoquan River
crossing in Prince william County
and (you guessed it!) right here in
Fredericksburg.

But as we pointed out in February,
Round Three of the state’s Smart
Scale program inexplicably rejected
Princewilliam’sapplicationfora$31.1
million project to address the existing
bottleneck at the Occoquan River exit.

Smart Scale also rejected the Fred-
ericksburg Area Metropolitan Plan-
ning Organization’s $34.3 million
proposal to widen southbound I–95
from three lanes to four lanes between
exits 130 (State Route 3) and 126 (Mas-
saponax), where traffic will inevitably
bottleneck after the Southbound Rap-
pahannock River Crossing project ap-
proved in the first round is completed.

A previous study of I–95 commis-
sioned by FAMPO found that the re-
sulting bottleneck there will become
a major problem during evening rush
hours and on weekends starting in
2023—just one year after the $125 mil-
lion river crossing project is scheduled
to open.

And by 2045, that section of I–95
will likely be failing, with traffic back-
ing up all the way to the edge of the
old chokepoint that the southbound
crossing project is being built to re-
lieve.

And another chokepoint on Long
Bridge, the only rail bridge over the
Potomac River between Virginia and
D.C., which greatly restricts the num-
ber of commuter trains that could be
helping to relieve traffic congestion on
I-95, also remains unfunded, Dono-
hue said.

Is this smart? Hardly.
we didn’t need another study to

know that “bottlenecks frustrate

drivers, slow down traffic, cause acci-
dents and hamper what should be the
commonwealth’s goal of free-flowing
traffic, especially in its primary trans-
portation corridors. These projects
should be at the top of Smart Scale’s
list, not the bottom.”

But another study has just con-
firmed it anyway, for the record.

Donohue told residents attending a
meeting to discuss the latest study at
Fredericksburg’s James Monroe High
School that “there are more problems
on theI–95corridorthan dollars to fix
them.”

No doubt.
But there’s an even bigger problem

when state transportation officials,
whose job it is to prioritize projects in
order to maximize the impact of the
tax dollars that are available, do such a
poor job of it that the two areas in the
commonwealth with the worst con-
gestion problems on I–95, according
to VDOT’s own latest study, don’t get
the money to fix or at least help allevi-
ate them.

This just ensures more of the same
for years to come.

Chronic stop-and-go traffic conges-
tion on I–95 not only saps commut-
ers’ time, it also results in unneces-
sary emissions due to excessive fuel
use, lost productivity for businesses,
constraints on economic develop-
ment, and a general degradation of the
quality of life in an area whose stra-
tegic location between washington
and Richmond, skilled workforce and
natural beauty should make it a mecca
for business.

If Smart Scale can’t prioritize
known existing bottlenecks on the
most heavily traveled interstate high-
way in the nation, Smart Scale itself
needs an overhaul.

It’s time for members of the General
Assembly to step in and make sure
that happens.

No more excuses—and no more
spending taxpayer money on studies
telling us what we already know.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

DONNIe JOHNSTON’S
July 23 commentary on
growing up during the

Cold war [“Growing up during
Cold war meant growing up in
fear”] resonated with me and
the thoughts and memories I
have been having lately, which
were elicited by the fallout
shelter sign posted on the side
of the former museum annex at
the intersection of william and
Princess Streets in Fredericks-
burg.

If you were to ask a teen or
tween today what element of
yesteryear “CD” connotes, they
may go back as far as compact
disks.

But it’s doubtful any would
conjure up the “Civil Defense”
drills that Donnie described, in

which children practiced
“ ‘duck and cover’ (hiding under
the school desk) in order to
protect themselves if a nuclear
explosion occurred.”

For some children in the
1960s, those drills also entailed
filing out of the classroom to
line up in the hallway with their
heads against the wall (a sure-
shot for survival) in the event of
a nuclear attack.

“The Twilight Zone” was
a staple for the TV audiences
of the ’50s and ’60s. It was
hosted by Rod Serling, whose
commentary not only piqued

viewers’ interest, but also left
them with unforgettable points
to ponder.

The episode dubbed “The
Shelter” was aired at a time
when, heightened by the Cuban
missile crisis, Americans’ fear
of the prospect of nuclear war
resulted in many families creat-
ing and stocking underground
fallout shelters for survival. In
that TV show, the soul-search-
ing was sparked by a scenario
in which, with limited capac-
ity, one family chooses self-
preservation over the bonds of
friendship.

Another Twilight Zone epi-
sode features a meek, bespec-
tacled bank teller named Henry
Bemis, who—in a world where
he is henpecked by his wife and

berated by his boss—finds sol-
ace and escape in his one love:
reading.

Mocked for his love of books,
Henry seeks out hidden niches
where he can read without
criticism. One day, this includes
spending his lunch hour tucked
away in the bank’s vault.

As fate would happen, that
was the exact time a world-
destroying hydrogen bomb was
detonated. Henry, the lone sur-
vivor, emerged to find just the
vestiges of what was once daily
life. He takes heart when he
realizes that there is more than
enough canned food to sus-
tain him, and delights when he
comes upon the books strewn at
the site of the local library.

estatic, with a vision of “Time

enough at Last” to read, he
stacks books that he designates
for years into the future—only
to make a misstep that sends
the glasses that he depended
on tumbling to shatter on the
ground.

In his closing narration of
“The Shelter” episode, Serling
leaves the audience with these
words: “No moral, no message,
no prophetic tract, just a simple
statement of fact: For civiliza-
tion to survive, the human
race has to remain civilized.
Tonight’s very small exercise in
logic from the ‘Twilight Zone.’ ”

Thought-provoking televi-
sion options like that might be
valuable to viewers today.
Collette Caprara lives in Spotsylvania.

‘Twilight Zone’ forced viewers to think
POPULAR TV SHOW CONFRONTED OUR WORST COLD WAR FEARS
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No language requirements to use local parks
In his July 23 letter, John Ulrich com-

mented that area parks lately resemble
being in a Third world country. He
also questioned the citizenship of the
park goers because of the language they
spoke.

The area’s parks are for the public.
That means anyone can use them. I
don’t believe there is a citizenship or
language requirement to do so.

Also, you “believe” that the people
who use the parks aren’t “legally” in
America? How do you get off with that?

There are many people in America
who speak several languages. Did you
bother to investigate their residential
status? Is that what really concerned
you? Or is it that you feel entitled to use

the park only with other english-speak-
ing people?

If I were to venture a guess, I would
guess that you probably don’t have any
friends who are people of color.

well, maybe we should check your
papers. Your name doesn’t look quite
“American” to me. Do you have a Ger-
man passport? Maybe we should see if
your command of the english language
is not some foreign plot to take over
American parks.

while you are at it, get yourself a
M.A.G.A. cap so that we can let every-
one know your “status.”

Bob Smith
Fredericksburg

More legislation
won’t stop gun
violence in Virginia

In a recent letter to the
editor, the writer seems
to think that lawmakers
in Richmond can legis-
late Virginia out of gun
violence.

Thanks for help
with storm cleanup

I wish to send a grateful
thank you to the follow-
ing people and businesses
who came to my aid after
a recent storm felled a
tree in my yard, partially
blocking the road: Grant
and Jud Honaker, Sebaston
Leblanc, Phillip and Gary
Dove, and Joe Rodriguez.

These fine young men
saw me and my 80-year-
old neighbor struggling to
clear the road and not only
stopped to help, but came
back the next day to clear
my yard. I am disabled
and on a fixed income,
and these wonderful men
helped me greatly.

It was also on a Sunday
with temperatures in the
90s. I came to find out
that they did not work for
one company, but differ-
ent companies and are all
friends.

The companies they
work for include: HA Dove
& Sons, SkS Construc-
tion, and M&J Contrac-
tors. If you have any work
that you need done, please
consider these folks as
they are deserving of your
business.

Kerry Rump
Spotsylvania

I would like to remind
the writer that many more
people died from drug
overdoses last year and
so far this year than have
died as the result of gun
violence, and Virginia has
some of the most restric-
tive drug laws in the
country. How are the drug
laws working out for us?

You can’t legislate less
gun violence any more
than you can stop people
from dying from drug
overdoses.

Chicago has some of the
most restrictive gun laws
in the nation, and yet they
are or were the worst in
the nation for gun vio-
lence/deaths. If someone
wants to kill someone
with a gun, they will find
a gun no matter what laws
you enact to try to prevent
it. You could eliminate
all guns from Virginia or
the USA, and if someone
wants to find a gun to kill
someone with, they will
be able to find one.

Pass all of the laws you
want, but gangs will still
commit gun violence and
have guns to sell to any-
one for the right price.

Thomas Chasen
Fredericksburg

Medical emergency
had a happy ending

Regarding the article
in the July 24 newspaper
[“A life saved on the side
of the road”], congratula-
tions to Dr. Debbie Gris-
som for surviving her
brush with mortality and
to Conservation Police
Officer Daniel eller and

Mr. Matt Chilton for being
in the right place at the
right time.

I would also like to say
how happy I am for Mr.
Chilton. How often in
your life do you get to be
on the front page wear-
ing such a classic Grateful
Dead T-shirt?

well done, my friend,
well done.

Thomas Cline
Spotsylvania

Residents appreciate
clean parks in city,
Stafford County

As an avid dog walker,
people watcher, taxpayer
and native to our envi-
rons, kudos to Stafford
and Fredericksburg and
their departments of
parks and recreation for
creating such delight-
ful areas for residents to
meet, play, exercise and
enjoy the outdoors.

keeping the parks clean
(especially after floods and
major events—earth Day,
4th of July and scheduled
sports activities) can’t be
easy, but somehow it is
always done.

The new bike and walk-
ing paths only add another
layer of enjoyment to
families and friends play-
ing futbol, bocce, soccer
and impromptu volleyball.
The sounds of so many
neighbors taking advan-
tage of all the facilities
is proof that their well-
thought-out parks are
a vital and appreciated
success!

Mary Raye Cox
Stafford
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No easy answers
to gun violence

INJuNe,whenGov.RalphNortham
called a special session on gun
control after the mass shooting

by a municipal employee in Virginia
Beach, he pointedly challenged the
Republican-led General Assembly
to come up with “votes and laws, not
thoughts and prayers” to end gun vio-
lence in the commonwealth.

The legislature adjourned after 90
minutes, tasking the bipartisan Vir-
ginia Crime Commission to look at
dozens of gun control proposals and
come up with recommendations by
mid-November. The move was widely
viewed as a cynical way to avoid deal-
ing with a politically charged issue
before the Nov. 5 election.

Last Tuesday, the commission
released a three-page report on the
Virginia Beach massacre that tossed
the hot-potato back to the General
Assembly. After noting that “overall
findings from the research were often
insufficient, mixed, contradictory,
or based on limited methodology,”
the report concluded that “staff de-
termined that inconclusive evidence
exists to develop recommendations.”

The commission’s approach could
be characterized as another cop-
out—except for the fact that nobody,
including the governor, knows how
to prevent a mass shooting from hap-
pening again, which is supposedly
the main goal of Northam’s gun con-
trol agenda, which he says will be his
number one issue next session.

After an exhaustive investigation
into the background of 40-year-old
public utilities engineer DeWayne
Craddock, Virginia Beach Deputy Po-
lice Chief Patrick Gallagher told city
officials in September that the police
still had no clue why he went on his
murderous rampage.

A months-long independent inves-
tigation into the mass shooting like-
wise yielded no easy answers. A 262-
page report presented to the Virginia
Beach City Council by Chicago-based
security firm Hillard Heintze also
concluded that there were no red flags
that could have prevented the May 31
massacre.

Besides a lack of warning signs,
independent investigators uncovered
no plausible reasonwhyCraddock,de-
scribed as a divorced “loner” with few
close relationships, decided to mow
down 12 people, 11 of them his co-
workers, with two legally purchased
handguns. Although he had recently
been written up by one of his victims
for having a “poor attitude,” they
could still not explain how such seem-
ingly ordinary “stressors” turned him
into a mass murderer.

“The information is just not there,”
Arnette Heintze, the company’s CeO
and founder, told reporters.

Despite the city’s inability to pre-
vent the massacre, the Hillard Heintze
report offered 60 recommendations,
including installing more security
cameras and beefing up its emergency
notification system, since the first
“active shooter” notification was sent
after all the victims were already dead.
All good ideas, but after the fact.

Likewise, an exhaustive report by a
blue-ribbon panel following the 2007
massacre of 32 students and staff at
Virginia Tech detailed major fail-
ings in the commonwealth’s mental
health and law enforcement systems
that enabled Seung Hui Cho, who had
exhibited severe mental health issues
since childhood, to legally purchase
the two handguns he used during his
bloody rampage.

However, the Northam administra-
tion’s review of the Virginia Tech pan-
el’s 91 recommendations found that
the vast majority of them had already
been implemented before the Virginia
Beach incident.

What’s left? universal background
checks? Ten-day waiting periods?
Limits on the number of guns that can
be purchased each month? Red flag
laws? A ban on “assault” weapons?
Regulating the purchase of ammuni-
tion? Raising the legal age to purchase
a firearm?

California already passed all those
gun control laws and then some, in-
cluding a prohibition on openly carry-
ing an unloaded handgun in public, in
addition to the usual bans for felons,
sex offenders, and the mentally in-
competent.

Yet none of those “votes and laws”
were able to prevent one disturbed
16-year-old from opening fire in his
Santa Clarita high school and killing
two of his fellow students, or another
shooter from killing four people and
wounding six others at a football
watch party in Fresno—both within
the last two weeks.

Whether it’s a toxic mix of mental
illness, social maladjustment, cultural
rot, disrespect for human life or just
plain evil that precipitates these pre-
meditated mass murders, one thing is
clear: Nobody really knows why they
keep happening or how to stop them.

“Votes and laws” that restrict the
Second Amendment rights of law-
abiding gun owners in Virginia will
allow Gov. Northam and his allies in
Richmond to virtue signal, but they
won’t solve the underlying problem of
gun violence or mass murder in a soci-
ety that’s unraveling before our eyes.

WHeN He WAS
leading George
H.W. Bush’s

campaign, James A. Baker
III once remarked that
there was only one thing
Bush could do to make
the New York Times and
Washington Post happy.
That would be to give a
concession speech.

Fast forward to 2019,
and the same maxim
holds true.

Any Republican who
believes that abandoning
President Trump during
the impeachment debate
will gain them one iota of
benefit down the line with
the mainstream media,
progressives in general,
and Democrats in partic-
ular would be fooling only
themselves.

There is nothing in
modern American politi-
cal history to suggest this
being a realistic possibil-
ity.

At the end of the day,
the liberal intelligentsia,
starting with the elite
MSM, will always find a
reason why Republicans
are wrong and fall short
of the mark. The only way
a Republican is treated
favorably by the media
is when that Republican
criticizes other Republi-
cans.

A quick review of the
actual coverage of George
H.W. Bush, Bob Dole,
George W. Bush, John
McCain and Mitt Romney
only serves to underscore
the point.

Donald Trump, much
to the dismay of his most
vocal critics, is a fighter.
I was not an early Trump
supporter. I even penned
pieces critical of him.

However, having been
given the privilege of be-
ing program director at
the 2016 Republican Con-
vention, then executive
producer for public events
and ceremonies for the
presidential inauguration,
I had the chance to see for
myself that Trump’s eyes
and ears for things, his
political judgment, were a
lot better than mine.

My respect for him, em-
boldened by my particular
respect for his family’s
courteous and tireless
approach, has not dimin-
ished over time.

There are some Repub-
licans who have concluded
they just cannot support
Trump. That is a position
contrary to my own, but I
can live with that.

What I cannot accept
is being told that anyone
who does anything other
than condemn Trump is
guilty of evil and wrong-
doing. That logic, at best,
is circular.

I think Trump deserves
to remain in office and
to be elected to a second
term. I further think that
we ought to be able to
have a discussion on this
without demonizing those
of us who have decided to
support the president.

There are members of
my own family who can-
not stomach the conclu-
sions I have reached.
There is nothing that can
be said to convince them
to even reconsider what
they have decided. For
them, as well as a host
of others, it is: “What
Trump did or said is
wrong. By the way, what
did he say or do?”

Today, we are being
told that somehow asking
a foreign government to
investigate whether there
was improper activity in
their country is really bad.
It is worse if the behavior
to be investigated cen-
ters on individuals who
are political rivals. And
it is supposed to become
impeachable if there is any
quid pro quo involved.

In this case, delaying
appropriated funds and a
meeting with the ukrai-
nian president. Really?
Are we to pretend that
no other president ever
attached strings to these
sorts of dollars?

Heck, Vice President Joe
Biden bragged on video-

tape that he successfully
made such a threat.

When President Bill
Clinton quite obviously
lied under oath, somehow
because the lie related to
matters of sex, it really did
not count for his Demo-
cratic supporters.

When all but one House
Democrat voted against
impeaching him, then
literally held a rally at
the White House on the
day of the vote, that was
standing up for principle
against the evil Republi-
cans who were trying to
overturn the results of the
election.

Now, when Republi-
cans are largely united in
support of Trump, we are
supposed to believe loy-
alty is a character defect
on our part. Ridiculous.

When you take a giant
step back, there are some
important facts to bear in
mind.

First, there actually has
been no investigation of
the Biden family.

Second, ukraine
continues to receive our
foreign aid. Do Americans
really want a president
removed from office
because his political op-
ponents have decided the
president’s motivations
for wanting an investi-
gation were not pure of
heart?

Here’s the dirty
little secret: It is not just
Trump who the MSM,
liberals, and Democrats
want to grind into the
dirt. It is all of us who call
ourselves Republicans.

Trump does not deserve
to be impeached. Repub-
licans need to be strong in
defending this president.
Most of all, Republicans
should not cave, think-
ing that surrender will
get them anything in the
future.

It surely will not.
Bill Greener III, a communications
consultant, held senior-level positions
at the Republican National Commit-
tee, multiple national conventions and
the most recent presidential inaugu-
ral. He wrote this for InsideSources.
com.

Republicans, do not
take impeachment bait
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letters to the editor
Donnie’s defense of
income inequality is
infuriating

Donnie Johnston’s
Nov. 16 column regard-
ing income inequality, or
rather his defense of it,
was infuriating [“America
isn’t Sherwood Forest,
so government shouldn’t
play Robin Hood”].

But it was just a matter
of time before people who
aren’t particularly wealthy
started defending the
wealthy against even the
idea of changing our tax
system, which has paved
the way for the biggest
gap in wealth since slaves

were sold.
I also expected it be-

cause Donnie is no spring
chicken and probably
believes the system is the
same one that he grew up
with. I wonder if he knows
that should he hire a boy
to come mow his grass,
and he pays him with a
check, and the boy has no
bank account, he will be
charged $8 to cash that
check?

Does he know the mini-
mum wage has not risen
since 2009? That wages
have not kept up with
inflation, even though
productivity is through
the roof? That there are
hardly any labor unions

left to fight for work-
ers? That more than half
of Americans couldn’t
afford a $400 emergency
expense?

I wonder if he knows
that the Fed is pouring
billions of dollars every
day into the banking sys-
tem while you and I get no
bailout if we mismanage
our money?

This is not to dispar-
age Donnie in particular,
but to say that the status
quo of these last 30 years
of corrupted capitalism
cannot stand because
eventually the masses will
rise up.

Terri Robertson
King George

Reality imitates
1964 film about
attempted coup

In “Seven Days in May,”
a 1964 movie starring
Burt Lancaster as Gen.
James Mattoon Scott and
Kirk Douglas as his aide,
the Joint Chiefs of Staff,
led by Gen. Scott, plotted
to overthrow the fed-
eral government because
they were opposed to the
upcoming nuclear treaty
with Russia.

Gen. Scott had already
established a secret emer-
gency communications
base, called “eCOMCON,”
which could override the
country’s telephone, TV

and radio airwaves. The
plan was to kidnap the
president, halt all na-
tional communications,
and then seize control of
all further communica-
tions using eCOMCON
to prevent Congress from
implementing the treaty.

To make sure everyone
was still behind the coup,
Gen. Scott sends a cryptic
message to the other
military leaders asking if
they were still “betting on
the Preakness.” They all
responded with, “I’m in.”

Luckily, Kirk Douglas
comes to the rescue, foils
the coup and saves the
day.

So here we are today.

Instead of the Joint Chiefs
of Staff, we have the “intel
community.” Instead
of Gen. James Mattoon
Scott, we now have former
FBI and CIA directors
James Brien Comey and
John Owen Brennan.
Instead of “the Preakness
bet,” we have “the insur-
ance policy.”

And instead of eCOM-
CON suppressing free
speech, we have Google,
Twitter and Facebook
dictating what we should
read.

What’s scarier than
this 1964 movie? How
about 2019 reality!

Dan Deputy
Locust Grove
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