
November 23, 2019 SNACK BAR - FOOD TRUCKS - DOOR PRIZES Lots of hand-crafted gift ideas!
Admission $3 (children 12 and under free)

9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
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COMING UP IN BUSINESS >> NONPROFIT FOUNDER SAYS VETERANS ARE BUILT FOR BUSINESS

Each fall, an unusual
event happens on the Syd-
nor family farm in Rich-

mond county.
It’s called the Big Dig, and

it’s a combination sweet potato
harvest, party and homecom-
ing for more than 50 friends and
family members who visit for
days. This year, they harvested
540 bushels of 11 varieties of
sweet potatoes.

Two things drew me to the
event a few weeks back: the fact
that fifth-generation Sydnors
are now pulling sweet potatoes
out of the loamy soil there, and
that the organizer of the event
has been one of my best friends
since high school.

he’s George Sydnor, a hard-
working guy who farms 350
acres—some rented, some
owned—in and around haynes-
ville. he raises cattle, hay, corn,
soybeans and wheat on land his
family’s worked for more than a

hundred years.
and while that alone is an

accomplishment worth com-
mending, the sweet potato har-
vest gathering is what makes
Sydnor farms unique.

harvesting large quantities
of sweet potatoes requires an
extremely expensive rig, so if
you don’t have one of those, you
need a bevy of folks to pull them
out of the ground.

When my friend George was
growing up, his father hired
people to do the harvesting
on acres and acres of sweet
potatoes. The process remains
the same: “turning out” the
sweet potatoes by row with a
plow blade, then pulling them

Farmer maintains link
with sweet potato past

ROB HEDELT / THE FREE LANCE–STAR

George Sydnor examines some of the 11
different varieties of sweet potatoes he
grows on just under two acres.

HERE &
THERE

Rob Hedelt

SEE HEdElt, C3

IWaS hEaDInG to my
mother’s for our weekly get-
together, my mind racing

with thoughts ranging from
tasks at work to how much
milk I had in the refrigerator.
That’s when I saw it.

crossing the Stafford
county line into what I’ve
always considered one of
the most beautiful places on
Earth—and by that I mean fau-
quier county—the setting sun
had painted the sky with the
most brilliant brushstrokes.
Set against a background of
pale blue and some puffy white
clouds, the colors ranged from
soft coral to a deep orange
bordering on red. Trees were
backlit to the point their leaves
looked like they were on fire.

as I got deeper into fauquier
and a spot where the foothills
of the Blue Ridge Mountains
rise in the distance, the pan-
orama took my breath away.

Into my head popped a line
from a song.

I pulled over, got out my
phone, searched for Ray
charles singing “america the
Beautiful” and listened as one
american treasure performed
his rendition of another.

as he got to the part about
spacious skies and purple
mountain majesties, I took in

the grandeur around me—and
honestly, was so moved by
the moment, everything else
rattling around in my head
melted away. The workload.
The grocery list. The ques-
tions about when I was going
to start making christmas
gifts and what I was cooking
for Thanksgiving. Even the
general exhaustion and disgust

about impeachment proceed-
ings and everything else com-
ing out of Washington these
days, vanished temporarily.

I can’t say I have that type of
experience regularly, but when
I do, it’s usually thanks to
Mother nature. I’ve mentioned
before that sightings of wild-
life and other natural wonders
make me feel like all is right in
this crazy, rushed and hectic
world. and even if it’s just for
a few precious moments, the
appearance of deer or turkeys
(which I see regularly on the
shoulder of Interstate 95 near
the central Park exit), breath-
taking sunsets or brilliant
moonlight remind us that
there’s still a lot of awesome
beauty in this world, even as
humans seemingly do their
best to obliterate it.

like everybody else, I’ve
grumbled about the shortened
days since Daylight Saving
Time ended two weeks ago.
and maybe it was just me, but
skies seemed unusually black
and forlorn those first few
nights after the time change.

Then, early last week, we

Fall in Fauquier is filled
with moments of beauty

PHOTOS BY LOU CORDERO

even a beautiful photo like this can’t do justice to the brilliant colors that filled a crisp fall sky during a recent sunset.

as gun season has arrived for hunters in virginia, it’s
unusual to see so many deer during daylight hours.

PanoramIC SunSeT meLTS THe WorrIeS aWay

REAL
LIFE

Cathy Dyson

SEE dYSON, C3

By James sCott Baron
THE FREE LANCE–STAR

Stafford supervisors
have transferred a prime
piece of unused prop-
erty along Interstate 95
to the county’s Economic
Development authority
for development, sale or
transfer.

Joel Griffin, chairman
of Stafford’s Economic
Development authority,
said an agent will be hired
to market the property.
Griffin hopes whatever
business eventually lands
there will generate job
opportunities for county
residents and revenue for
the county.

The county’s EDa facili-
tates business expansion
and growth in Stafford.
The authority invests in
property, leases property
andhasbondingauthority.

“We try to create vi-
able businesses in the area
where people can get jobs,”
Griffin said.

Much of the wooded
10.6 acres off centreport
Parkway property runs
adjacent to the south-
bound lanes of I–95, be-
tween Ramoth church
Road and aviation Way.
The land was previously
owned by chesapeake
holdings, but due to ero-
sion issues and the cost to
mitigate them, the com-
pany offered the property
to the county at no cost.

after the county took
control of the property, it
invested $30,000 to fix
the erosion issues. That
work included removing
a failed stormwater pipe
on the property and using
stone to shore up several
eroded slopes, according
to county spokesman an-
drew Spence.

Proceeds from the sale
of the land will be used to
reimburse the county.

Even with the erosion

County
to sell
unused
parcel
STAFFORD EDA HOPES
A BUSINESS WILL BUY
LAND ALONG I–95

SEE StaffOrd, C3

By noLan stoUt
DAILY PROGRESS

This time, charlottes-
ville can move a statue.

The city council voted
to direct city staff to cre-
ate a plan for the removal
of the West Main Street
statue commemorating
the lewis and clark expe-
dition during a work ses-
sion friday.

The statue depicts ex-
plorers Meriwether lewis,
who was born in albe-
marle county, and Wil-
liam clark, accompanied
by Shoshone interpreter
Sacagawea.

The council approved
a resolution to remove

the statue and directed
staff to return with a cost
estimate and plan for its
removal. no date was set
for that presentation.

at the work session,
councilors discussed the
statue with native amer-
icans and some of Sa-
cagawea’s descendants,
who traveled to charlot-
tesville from Idaho.

Rose ann abrahamson,
a descendant of Sacagawea
and a Shoshone–Bannock
woman, said she has seen
nearly every depiction of
her ancestor in the coun-
try.

“This statue in charlot-
tesville was the worst we
have ever seen,” she said.

abrahamson said the
statue shows Sacagawea
“cowering and recoiling.”
She said it should be in

Charlottesville votes
to remove statue
ScULPTURE BROUGHT
FEELINGS OF SHAME,
SAY DEScENDANTS
OF SAcAGAWEA

SEE StatUE, C3
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out of the loosened soil by hand
and depositing them into bushel
baskets.

Though he makes more money
on most of his other crops,
Sydnor feels driven to continue
raising sweet potatoes because
his family always has. Indeed,
his grandfather died in the sweet
potato field.

But my friend said he’s not
motivated by the same things
his father was when it comes
to sweet potatoes, nor was his
career dependent on the farm.
Sydnor was an electrical engi-
neer and manager for NASA in
the Hampton area—and is still a
part-time consultant there—yet
he somehow managed to keep
the farm running by shuttling
back and forth to the Northern
Neck.

“For my father, the sweet
potatoes were a much bigger
thing—and his livelihood,” he
said. “For me, it’s really about
connecting to our history. I
wouldn’t really say that I always
enjoy it, but I can’t see a time
when we wouldn’t do it.”

The difference now is that
Sydnor has found a unique
workforce to harvest just under
two acres of sweet potatoes.

The Big Dig started as a party
to celebrate several co-workers
at NASA and has morphed into a
“little bit of everything” gather-
ing typically held on the third
weekend in October.

Folks start showing up on
Wednesday night, with the bulk
arriving by the busiest work day:
Saturday.

More than 50 arrive in a good
year, coming from Washington,
Wisconsin, California, Ten-
nessee, Pennsylvania, and even
Switzerland. All are friends and
coworkers of Sydnor and his
family members.

Dozens stay at his house,
spread out on couches, sleeping
bags or other soft spots, while
others get rooms at local hotels.
There’s even a backyard shower
with hot water in an enclosure
Sydnor bought at a NASA sur-
plus property sale.

Sydnor, his wife Ellen Sydnor,
and other family members pro-
vide meals for the crowd—any-
thing from delicious tri-tip beef
on the grill to some sort of paella
for Sunday supper.

Sydnor credits much of his
success in private business
and as a NASA engineer to the
“can-do, figure-it-out” spirit he
learned growing up on a farm.
He said the Big Dig has become
what it is because everyone
shares a common goal: the
harvest.

It’s a traditional pilgrimage for
many who enjoy an opportunity
to connect with the earth.

“It is odd that these folks who
don’t do things like this enjoy
getting out in a field and doing
physical labor,” said Sydnor.
“Even if they’re sore for a week
after doing it.”

But that’s just the sweet
potato part of the work. From
the first year on, getting a bunch
of engineers together has led to
inevitable side projects which
are now as much a part of the Big
Dig as the harvest.

While Sydnor and his field
crew are busy harvesting sweet

potato varieties including white
Hayman, red Cuban, Beau-
regard, O’Henry, Covington,
Murasaki burgundy and oakleaf,
others put together the year’s
construction project.

Folks who’ve built wind tun-
nels, generators and all kinds of
other systems around the globe
aren’t happy unless they’re
making something. So they set
to erecting a sort of sculpture
out of whatever materials they
can find.

They often include features
that provide a good-natured rib-
bing of my friend George.

These large structures, burned
on the last big night of the dig,
have included a huge honey bad-
ger (Sydnor’s nickname in the
group), a rocket ship, a wedding
cake, a Mr. Sweet Potato Head
and a dinosaur. They’re often
about 15 feet tall, generally have
moving parts and include game-
playing aspects such as a sweet
potato toss featuring the like-
nesses of Sydnor and his family.

Sydnor’s sons Cody and Cut-
ter are both engineers, and his
daughter Rebecca is at West
Virginia University getting her
Ph.D. in physics.

“I think they also get the value
of working here on this land I’ve
been on my whole life, which
was also home to their grandfa-
ther and his father and others,”
he said. “Working the land like
this, you come to understand
that it really isn’t yours, and that
you’re just taking care of it and
using it and then it moves on. All
you can really do is steer where
it’s heading.”
Rob Hedelt: 540/374-5415
rhedelt@freelancestar.com

Hedelt
► FROM C1

This year, the Sydnor family’s annual Big Dig harvest party unearthed 540 bushels of sweet
potatoes, thanks to help from family and friends who come from all over the globe.

started seeing a full moon
that brought some much-
needed light to the dark
nights. On one of those
evenings, I headed to
King George County for
a meeting, and the orb in
the sky laid out my path as
brightly as a yellow brick
road.

Later on that same night
I saw the brilliant sun-
set, I was traveling along
a country road when I

spotted another symbol of
the night—animal eyes in
my headlights. One deer
stood along the shoulder
of the road, and as I came
to a stop, I could see an-
other 10 or so behind her.

I beeped several times.
When the herd took off
in the other direction, I
thanked my lucky stars
for the fleeting encoun-
ter—and the beautiful
moon for keeping our
paths from colliding.
Cathy Dyson: 540/374-5425
cdyson@freelancestar.com

dYSON
► FROM C1

LOU CORDERO

The brilliant fall moon of last week seemed to make
up for the season’s shorter daylight hours.

issue solved, nearly four
acres of the parcel is unus-
able due to factors such
as utilities and drainage
easementsassociatedwith
a storm water pond.

“For the time being,
there’s nothing specifi-
cally planned for the prop-
erty,” said John Holden,
the county’s director of
economic development
and tourism. “Property
in that area of the county
is generally utilized for
manufacturing companies
or e-commerce distribu-
tion.”

Holden said Stafford’s
EDA has had success with
properties it has acquired
and then put back on the
tax rolls.

“That’s the intent of this
property,” said Holden. “It
was literally sitting there,
not developed, and not on

the tax rolls. The EDA is
in a good position to make
that happen.”

In 2006, Stafford’s EDA
issued bonds through
Fredericksburg’s EDA to
help fund the Stafford
Hospital. Two years later,
Stafford’s EDA gave the
Globe & Laurel Restaurant
$50,000 toward relocation
and renovation costs, as
well as another $33,000
annually over the next
three years.

The author ity a lso
helped negotiate a land
exchange deal with the
Stafford Regional Airport,
which allowed for an ex-
pansion of the airport’s
runway in exchange for
industrial-zoned property
in the county. Most re-
cently, it sold property in
the 1300 block of Jefferson
Davis Highway to a buyer
who plans to develop an
industrial facility there.
James Scott Baron: 540/374-5438
jbaron@freelancestar.com

StaffOrd
► FROM C1

a location where it can become an
“object of discussion of America’s
intolerant past.”

Abrahamson previously came
to the city in 2009 when a plaque
was erected to honor Sacagawea.
However, Emma George, another
descendant, and Abrahamson’s
children recently saw it for the first
time.

“I can say for myself, it did bring
shame. It made me feel sadness and
worthlessness, and that’s not how I
was brought up,” Dustina Abraha-
mson, one of Abrahamson’s daugh-
ters, said as she struggled to put her
emotions into words.

George, with her voice breaking,
said, “This morning I went out there
to lookatthatstatue. Itdidnotmake
me feel good at all. It was humiliat-
ing.”

Jeff Werner, the city’s preserva-
tion and design planner, said the
statue was made by Charles Keck
and donated to the city in 1919 by
Paul McIntire, who also donated the
statues of Confederate Gens. Rob-
ert E. Lee and Thomas “Stonewall”
Jackson and one at the University of
Virginia of George Rogers Clark.

While the Confederate statues
cannot be moved under state law,
the Lewis–Clark–Sacagawea statue
has no such protections, allowing
the city to decide its fate.

“Fortunately, this doesn’t get
hung up with Virginia state law. …
so there is a lot more freedom at the
local level,” said Councilor Kathy
Galvin, who is a defendant in a law-

suit thecity lostaboutcouncil’svote
to remove the Confederate statues.

The Sacagawea statue is in a com-
plicated bureaucratic position be-
cause it is a central point of the West
Main Streetscape project.

The est imated $31 mi l l ion
streetscape project will redesign
West Main between Jefferson Park
Avenue and Ridge–McIntire Road.

As part of the project, the statue
was proposed to be moved about 20
feet southwest to an area that will be

transformed into a pocket park. City
staff estimated the shift would cost
about $50,000, which is included
in the total cost of the streetscape
project.

The relocation was part of the
first phase of construction, expect-
ed to start in 2021.

Werner and City Attorney John
Blair said that although the statue
is part of the project, which has re-
ceived state funding, the move can
occur without the state’s input.

StatUe
► FROM C1

ERIN EDGERTON / THE DAILY PROGRESS

Sacagawea descendant Willow Abrahamson burns sage during a
smudging ceremony before a work session on Charlottesville’s Lewis–
Clark–Sacagawea statue at the Carver Recreation Center on Friday.

By COLLEEN BARRy
ASSOCIATED PRESS

VENICE, Italy—As soon as
waters receded from this
week’s devastating flood,
about 50 young Venetians
wearing rubber boots and
gripped by a sense of deter-
mination showed up at the
city’s Music Conservatory
to help save manuscripts.

Thanks to their work,
some 50 linear meters
of archival manuscripts,
dating from as far back as
the 1500s, lay strewn in
the conservatory’s upper
floors to dry when Italian
Culture Minister Dario
Franceschini visited.

“This is our city,” said
Laura Franco, a student at
Venice’s Music Conserva-
tory who showed up with
a handful of friends Satur-
day morning.

A growing network of
more than 2,000 young
Venetians are responding
to the worst flood in their
lifetimes to help salvage

what they can, wherever
help is needed.

Modeling their network
after the so-called “Mud
Angels” who famously
poured into Florence from
all over the world after the
1966 flood swamped that
city’s treasures with mud
from the Arno, these youth
are calling themselves “An-
gels of the Salt,” for the cor-
rosive, destructive saline
contentofthelagoonwater.

Social media allows
them to be mustered where
there is the greatest need.
On Saturday that was the
island of Burano and the
hardest-hit area, the bar-
rier island of Pellestrina,
where one man died in
Tuesday night’s floods.

“We are going to book-
shops, to libraries, to shops
and restaurants, giving
them a hand to try to help
out. And when we find a lot
of trash piling up, we orga-
nize carts to clean it up so
it doesn’t go in the water,”
said Vittorio da Mosto.

Venetians volunteer
after flooding to save
precious manuscripts

LUCA BRUNO / ASSOCIATED PRESS

Volunteers try to save ancient music books by
placing them to dry at the first floor of the Venice
Conservatory after recovering them from ground floor.
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TODAY IN HISTORY

BY THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Today is Wednesday, May 22,
the 142nd day of 2019. There
are 223 days left in the year.
Today’s Highlight in History:
On May 22, 1992, after a reign
lasting nearly 30 years, Johnny
Carson hosted NBC’s “Tonight
Show” for the final time.
On this date:
In 1868, a major train robbery
took place near Marshfield, Ind., as
members of the Reno gang made

off with $96,000 in loot.
In 1939, the foreign ministers of
Germany and Italy, Joachim von
Ribbentrop and Galeazzo Ciano,
signed a “Pact of Steel” commit-
ting the two countries to a military
alliance.
In 1960, an earthquake of
magnitude 9.5, the strongest ever
measured, struck southern Chile,
claiming some 1,655 lives.
In 1962, Continental Airlines
Flight 11, en route from Chicago
to Kansas City, Mo., crashed after a
bomb apparently brought on board
by a passenger exploded, killing all
45 occupants of the Boeing 707.
In 1964, President Lyndon B.
Johnson, speaking at the University
of Michigan, outlined the goals
of his “Great Society,” saying that
it “rests on abundance and liberty
for all” and “demands an end to
poverty and racial injustice.”
In 1968, the nuclear-powered
submarine USS Scorpion, with 99
men aboard, sank in the Atlantic
Ocean. (The remains of the sub
were later found on the ocean
floor 400 miles southwest of the
Azores.)

In 1969, the lunar module of
Apollo 10, with Thomas P. Stafford
and Eugene Cernan aboard, flew
to within nine miles of the moon’s
surface in a dress rehearsal for the
first lunar landing.
In 1981 “Yorkshire Ripper” Peter
Sutcliffe was convicted in London
of murdering 13 women and was
sentenced to life in prison.
In 1998, a federal judge ruled
that Secret Service agents could
be compelled to testify before the
grand jury in the Monica Lewinsky
investigation. Voters in Northern
Ireland and the Republic of Ireland
turned out to cast ballots giving
resounding approval to a Northern
Ireland peace accord.
In 2001, Ford Motor Co. said it
planned to spend more than $2
billion to replace up to 13 million
Firestone tires on its vehicles
because of safety concerns.
In 2011, a tornado devastated
Joplin, Mo., with winds up to 250
mph, claiming at least 159 lives and
destroying about 8,000 homes
and businesses.
In 2017, a suicide bomber set off
an improvised explosive device

that killed 22 people at the end
of an Ariana Grande concert in
Manchester, England.
Ten years ago: President Barack
Obama promised graduating
midshipmen at the U.S. Naval
Academy that, as their com-
mander in chief, he would only
send them “into harm’s way when
it is absolutely necessary.” Vice
President Joe Biden arrived in
Lebanon to reinforce U.S. support
for the government ahead of key
parliamentary elections.
Five years ago: The U.S. House
of Representatives passed
legislation to end the National
Security Agency’s bulk collection of
American phone records (however,
the USA Freedom Act was later
blocked in the Senate.) Thailand’s
military seized power in a bloodless
coup.
One year ago: Stacey Abrams
won Georgia’s Democratic guber-
natorial primary, making her the
first woman nominee for Georgia
governor from either major party.
(Abrams, seeking to become the
nation’s first black female governor,
was defeated in November by

Republican Brian Kemp.) Novelist
Philip Roth, whose books included
“Portnoy’s Complaint” and the
Pulitzer Prize-winning “American
Pastoral,” died in New York at age
85.
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IT WAS on the second
day of our 80-mile,
two-day cycling

trip along the beautiful
Greenbrier River in West
Virginia that we heard
the sound of a big animal
in the brush.

The noises turned out
to be a big ol’ bear that
suddenly bounded up
onto the trail in front
of us. For a creature its
size, about as tall as I am,
it moved more quickly
than seemed possible.
Its thick, powerful limbs
took it across the path-
way and up the steep
adjoining hillside.

We stood mesmer-
ized where the sound
had brought us to a stop,
feeling thrilled and privi-
leged to have seen the
magnificent creature in
the wild. And, yeah, glad
that it didn’t take um-
brage because we were
intruding in its habitat.

The experience was
one of many, many won-
derful moments, sights
and experiences on the
Greenbrier River Trail
we rode between its start
in Cass, W.Va., and its
finish near Lewisburg,
W.Va., this past weekend.

I made the trip with
my wife and two friends,
and I was perhaps the
slowest of the cyclists in
the group. I was chal-
lenged at times by the
length of a day’s ride (46
miles on day 2), steep
hills we encountered to
get to and from an over-
night accommodation in
Hillsboro and heat that
rose into the 80s on the
second day of the ride.

For experienced and
accomplished cyclists,
an 80-mile ride along the
Greenbrier Trail—con-
verted from a railway
to a trailway—would
be something easily ac-
complished in one day
without a sweat.

But as someone who’s
just slowly expanding his
cycling and range—hav-
ing done 60 miles on
two days in our last ride
together—there’s a little
strain in slowly working
my way to cover more
ground in a day.

For others who like cy-
cling, I couldn’t recom-
mend the trail any more
highly. It’s a beautiful
path right along the pris-
tine Greenbrier River, a
natural pathway covered
with the sort of crushed
rock that makes a perfect
surface for a bicycle, even
when it’s dotted here and
there with mud puddles.

All along the ride, you
have the beautiful river
on one side and a mix
of woods, fields, rocky
hillsides and the occa-
sional house or cabin on
the other.

For much of the first
day out of Cass, it feels
like you’re alone in the
wilderness, nothing but
trees, blooming flow-
ers and plants painting
the trailside green, pink,
purple and more.

One amazing moment
came in a stretch where
some horse droppings
had lured dozens of but-
terflies in search of its
nutrients. The first rider
in our group scared them
up off the trail, filling
the air the others rode
through with so many
butterflies that we felt
like intruders in a magi-
cal world.

We also rode through
tunnels where you could
see the scars of the tools
that carved them on the

walls and ceilings, passed
numerous waterfalls,
crossed more streams
than we could keep count
of and saw spotted chip-
munks, deer and hawks
whirling lazily in the sky
above.

My first trip on a bike
through a tunnel started
badly, as I couldn’t figure
out why it was so dark in
there, given the fact that
I had a light blazing away
on my handlebars. It took
me about 30 seconds to
realize it really helped
lighten things up to pull
off my sunglasses.

The only worrisome
moments came when a
few of us took falls, large-
ly because we weren’t
ready for changes in the
path or roads we crossed.

A steep paved road we
needed to take to get to
our overnight accommo-
dation caused one of the
falls. But thank goodness
for a nice motorist who
gave three of us and our
bikes a quick shuttle over
the hill. Nick, our experi-
enced rider, took the hill
in stride.

The coolest online
advice that turned out to
be true in the little town
of Hillsboro: They did
indeed have a Marathon
gas station/store that
sells great hand-cut
ribeye steaks. They were
just the ticket after Nick
grilled them up at the
house we rented for the
night.

We realized Hillsboro
came by its name hon-

estly the next morning
when we took a different
path to get back on the
Greenbrier River Trail.
Suffice it to say that we
walked up much of that
gravel road that seemed
like it stretched to the
sky.

It was nice to find the
trail again, which helped
a novice like me because
it was slightly downhill
in the direction we rode
it.

I say thank goodness
because there were mo-
ments when it felt like it
took everything I had to
move my bicycle along,
loaded down as it was
with panniers and bags
full of food, water, cloth-
ing and other gear.

All that stuff in the
way posed a challenge
just getting my leg up and
over every time I needed
to mount the bike. And
it was part of the reason I
ended up on my backside
during a fall that hap-
pened—thankfully—in
soft, thick grass.

It was a bit of a struggle
for me on day 2 as the
heat, fatigue and pain in
certain body parts took a
toll by the 40-mile mark
of our 44-mile ride.

But with the end get-
ting closer, we all found
a surge of energy that
pushed us on to the fin-
ish.

We’d talked about
finding a place in that
last stretch where we
could get down to the
river and dip our toes in.
But the threat of impend-
ing rain and the steep
nature of the paths to the
water nixed that idea.

I learned things on
this amazing trip that
will help on the next one.
Chief among the lessons:
take only what’s abso-
lutely necessary, instead
of packing extra clothing
and enough power bars to
feed a Boy Scout troop.

But the sight of that
bear, and all the beautiful
spots along the way, pro-
vided bright and inspir-
ing moments that will
stay with us forever.
Rob Hedelt: 540/374-5415
rhedelt@freelancestar.com

Cycling trip on W.Va.’s Greenbrier
River Trail was, indeed, almost heaven

Rob Hedelt can’t help but be a goofball when
photographed on a bridge over West Virginia’s
Greenbrier River during a recent bicycling trip.
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A Stafford County man
who called the police late
Sunday because he was
upset with a family mem-
ber ended up with four
felony charges himself,
authorities said.

S t a f fo rd S h e r i f f ’s
spokeswoman Amanda
Vicinanzo said deputies
went to the 100 block of
Cropp Road at 11:22 p.m. in
response to a reported dis-
turbance. Sgt. G.A. Haney
talked to the person who
made the complaint, and
he appeared to be intoxi-
cated, Vicinanzo said. The
man told Haney he was
having a dispute with a
family member and want-
ed the family member off
his property.

Haney then spoke to the
younger man, who agreed
to leave. But before leav-
ing, the man backed into a
trailer that was next to the
garage.

The older man became
even more irate at that
point, Vicinanzo said, and
turned his anger toward
the deputies. He told them
to get off his property and

said that he
was getting
his gun.

The depu-
ties said he
went into the
ga rage a nd
re m o v e d a
shotgun from

the rif le rack. He then
went behind a vehicle and
deputies heard the sound
of the gun being loaded,
Vicinanzo said.

When the man finally
came back into view, he
no longer had the shot-
gun and was taken into
custody without further
incident, she said.

Randall Wade Hulburt,
50, was charged with two
counts of assault on a law-
enforcement officer, felo-
ny obstruction of justice
and using a firearm in the
commission of a felony.
He was placed in the Rap-
pahannock Regional Jail,
where he remained as of
Tuesday.

A preliminary hearing
is scheduled for July 25 in
Stafford General District
Court.
Keith Epps: 540/374-5404
kepps@freelancestar.com

Police caller ends up
with assault charges

Hulbert

The Virginia Housing De-
velopment Authority has cre-
ated a new grant program that
will provide down payment
and closing cost assistance to
help public school educators
and first responders—such
as law enforcement officers
and firefighters—purchase
homes.

VHDA is partnering with
the Federal Home Loan Bank
of Atlanta on the initiative,
which is called the Commu-
nity Heroes program.

“Educators and first re-
sponders do so much to im-
prove our lives, yet often
cannot afford to buy homes
in the communities in which
they serve,”said VHDA Exec-
utive Director Susan Dewey.
“We are very proud to sup-

port these community heroes
by providing these grants—
which do not have to be re-
paid—to help them purchase
affordable homes.”

The Community Heroes
program will provide 125
grants of $8,000 each that are
available to eligible borrowers
earning between 80.01 and
the lesser of 120 percent of
area median income or VH-
DA’s income limits. These
grants will be offered by VH-
DA-approved lenders that are
also FHLBank Atlanta mem-
bers.

VHDA will set aside
$750,000 of its REACH
Virginia funds for this pro-
gram, which will be a 3-to-1
match with FHLBank Atlan-
ta’s $250,000 contribution.
VHDA’s REACH Virginia
program provides financial
assistance to serve targeted
areas of need, which includes
assisting first-time home-
buyers, rent-burdened popu-
lations, people with disabili-
ties, as well as the elderly and
military veterans.

To see a list of approved
lenders offering the Com-
munity Heroes grants, visit
vhda.com/CHlenders.
—Cathy Jett

GRANT PROGRAM
TO HELP TEACHERS,
FIRST RESPONDERS
PURCHASE HOMES
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tOdAy in histOry

By The AssociATed Press

today is Wednesday, June 5,
the 156th day of 2019. There
are 209 days left in the year.
today’s highlight in history:
On June 5, 2004, Ronald Wil-
son Reagan, the 40th president
of the united states, died in Los
angeles at age 93 after a long
struggle with alzheimer’s disease.
On this date:
in 1794, Congress passed the
neutrality act, which prohibited
americans from taking part in any
military action against a country
that was at peace with the united
states.
in 1917, about 10 million ameri-
can men between the ages of 21
and 31 began registering for the
draft in World War I.
in 1933, the united states went
off the gold standard.
in 1947, secretary of state
George C. Marshall gave a

speech at Harvard university in
which he outlined an aid program
for europe that came to be known
as The Marshall Plan.
in 1950, the u.s. supreme
Court, in Henderson v. united
states, struck down racially segre-
gated railroad dining cars.
in 1963, Britain’s secretary of
state for War, John Profumo,
resigned after acknowledging an
affair with call girl Christine Keeler,
who was also involved with a
soviet spy, and lying to Parliament
about it.
in 1967, war erupted in the
Middle east as Israel, anticipat-
ing a possible attack by its arab
neighbors, launched a series of
preemptive airfield strikes that de-
stroyed nearly the entire egyptian
air force; syria, Jordan and Iraq
immediately entered the conflict.
in 1968, sen. Robert F. Kennedy
was shot and mortally wounded

after claiming victory in California’s
democratic presidential primary
at the ambassador Hotel in Los
angeles; assassin sirhan Bishara
sirhan was arrested at the scene.
in 1976, 14 people were killed
when the Teton dam in Idaho
burst.
ten years ago: President Barack
Obama, while visiting Germany,
became the first u.s. president to
tour the Buchenwald concentra-
tion camp. ex-CIa operative and
Watergate burglar Bernard Barker
died in suburban Miami at age 92.
Five years ago: President Barack

Obama said he “absolutely makes
no apologies” for seeking the
release of sgt. Bowe Bergdahl in
a prisoner swap with the Taliban,
vigorously defending an exchange
that caused controversy.
One year ago: Fashion designer
Kate spade was found dead in her
Park avenue apartment in new
york in what the medical examiner
determined was a suicide by hang-
ing; she was 55. Former TV
mogul Harvey Weinstein pleaded
not guilty in new york to rape and
criminal sex act charges; he’d been
indicted a week earlier on charges
involving two women.
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IRVINGTON—The pi-
lothouse of the steamboat
Potomac, where officers
steered and slept, traveled
many a maritime mile
atop the elegant craft in
the era when waterways
were the region’s high-
ways.

Built in Philadelphia
in 1894, the 176-foot
steamer with 37 state-
rooms and a crew of 36
transported freight and
people on the water for
42 years. Its initial run
was between Baltimore
and spots on the Potomac
River, later shifting to a
route between Baltimore
and Norfolk, with stops all
along the Rappahannock
River.

Last Wednesday, the
14-foot-wide, 25-foot-long
pilothouse traveled some
very different miles in the
Northern Neck’s Lancast-
er County.

It made the short trip
between a wood shop near
Ophelia to the Steamboat
Era Museum in Irvington
on the bed of a “Wide
Load” truck. And there,
at the museum dedicated
to telling the story of the
workhorses of the Chesa-
peake Bay region, the
10,000-pound wooden
structure went airborne.

Hefted up in the air
by a 155-ton crane from
Reebals Crane Rental of
Charles City, the gleam-
ing white pilothouse was
carried up, over and to the
rear of the museum build-
ing that sits near the town
square.

With nary a hitch—
aside from a tense mo-
ment or two as the
structure almost had a
run-in with a large holly
tree—the pilothouse was
lowered to a spot where a
wooden cradle had been
created to receive it.

Under the watchful eye
of John Morgenthaler,
the woodworker and
shipwright restoring the
Potomac pilothouse, it
was slowly pulled into
the building by a winch-
driven cable that rolled it

atop pipes on a wooden
beam that formed a track
that terminated inside
the museum. Much of the
rear wall of the museum
building was removed to
receive the pilothouse.

In less than 20 minutes,
the pilothouse was sit-
ting exactly atop the tape
marking its final resting
place.

Morgenthaler breathed
a big sigh of relief when
the wooden structure was
safe and sound inside.

“It was touch and go
there for a minute, be-
cause we only had eight
inches of clearance,” he
said. “But it all worked
out.”

Barbara Brecher, the
museum’s executive di-
rector, became emotional
seeing the pilothouse get
settled in.

“It’s taken a lot of work
by a lot of people, and
we’re thrilled,” she said as
well-wishers flooded into
the museum to see the

unique piece of history.
“John still has some work
to finish, but after so long,
it’s here.”

The pilothouse will be
used to tell the story of
how steamboats served
to change and mold the
culture and heritage of
those living along the
11,684 miles of shoreline
of the Chesapeake Bay and
its tributaries.

In 2016, the mu-
seum began a major
capital campaign to raise
$350,000 for the project
and for new exhibits to tell
the story of the Steam-
boat Era and the Potomac.
Museum officials say the
pilothouse is the only

place in America where
visitors can step aboard a
surviving structure from
a 1813–1937 Chesapeake
Bay steamboat.

In February 1936, the
Potomac was forced into
retirement when her stern
was badly damaged in a
collision with a freighter
in icy waters in the dark of
night. In 1937, the Po-
tomac was sold to the Col-
onna Shipyard in Norfolk.
It was taken apart, and the
hull was made into a barge
to carry pulpwood.

The pilothouse struc-
ture was saved by the
shipyard owners, Capt.
Ben and Willoughby
Colonna, who barged the

structure up the Rappa-
hannock River for their
family to use as a summer
cottage at Taft Beach.

Morgenthaler, who
has been painstakingly
restoring the structure
at his home shop, said
there’s still work to finish
on the interior. The front
section of the pilothouse
is the wheelhouse, domi-
nated by an authentic
ship’s wheel. Behind that
space are sleeping quar-
ters for the captain and
other officers.

“I’ve got cherry pan-
eling to install in the
forward cabin, and need to
work with the windows in
there,” he said. “Like the
rest of the front, they’re
curved and will work bet-
ter once I get the weights
on them worked out.”

Other work to be done
includes the installation
of doors, steps and a built-
in bunk in the captain’s
quarters. People will be
able to watch the ship-
wright do that work and
other touches, if they hap-
pen to visit the museum at
the right time.

One onlooker Wednes-
day was struck by the
personal history of the
moment.

“It’s like a dream come
true,” said Anne Mc-
Clintock, whose grand-
father, Archie Long, was
a longtime captain of the
ship. She and others in
her family have pushed
the project and provided
countless artifacts and
historical data to help
interpret the steamboat.

In addition to work done
on the pilothouse, the
interior of the museum
has been painted and new
carpet has been installed.
New exhibits are in the
process of being installed.

Work on the exhibit will
continue through the 2019
season, which will begin
June 11. The museum will
be open until Nov. 16,
Tuesday to Saturday, from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Rob Hedelt: 540/374-5415
rhedelt@freelancestar.com

Steamboat pilothouse flies high to become exhibit

Photos by the steamboat era museum

It took a huge crane to get the pilothouse of the steamboat Potomac up, over and
into the Steamboat Era Museum in Irvington, where it will become a new exhibit.

John Morgenthaler, the shipwright and woodworker
restoring the pilothouse, checks the winch.
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COrrECtiOn

The Fredericksburg
Regional Chamber of
Commerce has not en-
dorsed a candidate in the
17th district senate race.
a Tuesday article covering
the Republican candidates
was incorrect.

It is the policy of The
Free Lance–Star to
correct factual errors
in a timely fashion. We
welcome your calls at
540/374-5400.

By KeiTh ePPs
the Free LaNCe–star

A Sta f ford Cou nty
woman picked up two fel-
ony charges Monday after
being accused of striking
a deputy’s cruiser during
a brief pursuit, authorities
said.

Sheriff’s spokeswoman
Amanda Vicinanzo said
Deputy Scott Fulford went
to Worth Avenue in North
Stafford about 6:20 p.m. in
response to a report about
an erratic driver who was
seen driving over a me-
dian. Fulford found the ve-
hicle in the IHOP parking
lot with a flat tire.

Fulford smelled a strong
odor of alcohol coming
from the vehicle and saw
a bottle in the suspect’s
purse. While talking to
the deputy, the wom-
an rolled up the window
and refused to roll it back
down when she was asked
to, Vicinanzo said.

She also refused to get
out of the vehicle and
eventually placed the ve-
hicle in reverse and drove
across Worth Avenue to-
ward the Home Depot.

Vicinanzo said Fulford
returned to his cruiser
and followed the woman.
After she refused to stop,
the deputy pulled up next
toher inanattempttostop
her from leaving the park-
ing lot.

The vehicle f ina l ly
stopped after striking
Fulford’s cruiser and the
woman was taken into
custody, Vicinanzo said.

The woman was taken
to a local hospital so her
blood-alcohol level could
be determined. During
the blood draw, Vicinanzo
said, the suspect kept
f lailing and grabbed a
nurse and a deputy.

Andrea Grimes, 41, was
charged with felony as-
sault on a law enforcement
officer and felony elud-
ing. She was also charged
with vandalism, assault
and battery, DUI, ob-
struction of justice, driv-
ing suspended, drinking
while driving and other
offenses.

Grimes was placed in
the Rappahannock Re-
gional Jail.

Keith Epps: 540/374-5404
kepps@freelancestar.com

Stafford
woman
arrested
after chase
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