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SLOT MACHINES
HAVE arrived in
Virginia.

I wouldn’t have be-
lieved it if I hadn’t seen
it with my own eyes. But
there they were on the
floor of Colonial Downs
racetrack in New Kent.

Slot machines on the
eastern edge of the Bible
Belt! Old Satan appar-
ently sneaked in when no
one was looking.

The crazy thing is that
these slots are legal in
a state that swears slot
machines are illegal. I
mean, we just don’t have
casino gambling here in
Virginia. Well, brother,
we’ve got it now.

The slot machines are
there with the blessing
of the Virginia General
Assembly, with only one
vote cast against them.
And the legislation
slipped through quietly
and under slightly false
pretenses.

Here’s how it went
down. Colonial Downs,
Virginia’s only thorough-
bred racetrack, closed
down several years ago
after about two decades
of operation. The track,
built in a rural area just
off Interstate 64 between
Richmond and Wil-
liamsburg, couldn’t make
enough money on horse
racing.

While Virginia horse-
men, who had long
lobbied for the track,
lamented its demise,
Colonial Downs, which
boasts one of the finest
turf tracks in America,
was sold. The new own-
ers wanted a source of
revenue that would sus-
tain the track when the
horses were not running.

So they lobbied for
“Historic Racing Ma-
chines” to bring in the
people and their dollars.

The “Historic Racing
Machines” were billed as
machines that allowed
patrons to bet on races
run in previous years
at various tracks. The

horses would have no
names and no history,
only numbers. The tale
was that handicappers
would come and bet on
these machine races.

Being somewhat of
a handicapper, I knew
from the beginning that
this was a ludicrous idea.
Handicappers study the
horses, their previous
records, their jockeys
and their pedigrees. No
handicapper worth his
salt is going to bet blind.

The General Assem-
bly, at the insistence
of Virginia horsemen,
bought the tale and voted
to allow “Historic Racing
Machines.” What they
wound up with is two
floors of slot machines.

Make no mistake
about it. These are slot
machines. I have visited
any number of casinos in
my time and I know a slot
machine when I see one.
And, according the lady
at the cashier’s window,
there are 600 of these at
Colonial Downs.

Canyouplay“Historic
Races?”Yes,youcan. If
youbringyourbifocals
oramagnifyingglassyou
will finda littleboxdown
inthe lefthandcornerof
thesemachinesthatal-
lowsyoutoactivatethem.
Inthehour Iwas inthe
casino, Ididnotseeone
“HistoricRace”activated.

What I saw were
screens with 7’s and
other games typical of
the slot machines in
every other casino in
America.

Not that I have any-
thing against slot ma-
chines. As I said, I have
been known to throw a
$20 bill into a slot ma-
chine from time to time.

What bugs me is the
underhanded manner
in which this form of

gambling was brought
into Virginia. If our state
legislators didn’t know
these were slot machines,
then they either didn’t
bother to look at them or
they’re pretty ignorant.

Yes, these slots have
brought racing back to
Virginia. Colonial Downs
will feature a whopping
15 days of racing this
summer and there will be
off-track betting at Colo-
nial Downs all year.

In exchange for 15 days
of live racing, patrons
will be able to play slots
each weekday until 2 a.m.
and until 4 a.m. on Fri-
days and Saturdays.

This same thing hap-
pened in West Vir-
ginia. In the mid-1990s,
Charles Town Racetrack
closed down because
of lack of revenue. The
company that owned
it said that it would be re-
opened only if slots were
allowed.

But in West Vir-
ginia, the legislators had
enough respect for their
constituents to hold a
referendum and let the
people decide the issue.
The Virginia General
Assembly circumvented
the people, likely be-
cause they did not want
the Baptists and the
Methodists and the Holy
Rollers to scream bloody
murder.

When the slots, which
saved racing at Charles

Town, became estab-
lished, the track owners
pushed for table games
and, by referendum, got
them. Table games will
undoubtedly follow in
Virginia.

As I said, I have no
problem with casinos in
Virginia. The Pamunkey
Indians have plans for a
big casino, likely in the
Virginia Beach area. And
the state can’t stop them.

The slot machines
at Colonial Downs will
bring in state revenue and
New Kent County will
now to able to build new
schools. And some of
those Baptists, Method-
ists and Holy Rollers (I’ve
seen them on the floor)
who have been playing
slots in West Virginia,
Maryland and Pennsyl-
vania will now be able to
lose their money at home.

Still, it is not right for
state legislators to tell us
they are allowing “His-
toric Racing Machines”
when they are really
legalizing slot machines
without a state referen-
dum.

Folks, the General As-
sembly has conned us.
There is no other way to
put it.

By the way, I came out
$40 to the good playing
those Colonial Downs
slots.

Don’t tell the preacher.
Donnie Johnston:
djohn40330@aol.com
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REGION

tOdAy in histOry

By The AssociATed Press

today is thursday, May 2, the
122nd day of 2019. There are
243 days left in the year.
today’s highlight in history:
On May 2, 2011, Osama
bin Laden was killed by elite
american forces at his Pakistan
compound, then quickly buried at
sea after a decade on the run.
On this date:
in 1519, artist Leonardo da Vinci
died at Cloux, France, at age 67.
in 1536, anne Boleyn, second
wife of King henry VIII, was ar-
rested and charged with adultery;
she was beheaded 17 days later.
in 1863, during the Civil War,
Confederate Gen. Thomas
“stonewall” Jackson was acciden-
tally wounded by his own men
at Chancellorsville, Va.; he died
eight days later.
in 1908, the original version of
“Take Me Out to the Ball Game,”
with music by albert Von Tilzer
and lyrics by Jack Norworth, was
published by Von Tilzer’s york
Music Co.
in 1927, the u.s. supreme
Court, in Buck v. Bell, upheld 8–1
a Virginia law allowing the forced
sterilization of people to promote
the “health of the patient and the
welfare of society.”
in 1941, General Mills began
shipping its new cereal, “Cheer-
ioats,” to six test markets.
(The cereal was later renamed
“Cheerios.”)

in 1957, crime boss Frank
Costello narrowly survived an at-
tempt on his life in New york; the
alleged gunman, Vincent “The
Chin” Gigante, was acquitted
at trial after Costello refused to
identify him as the shooter. sen.
Joseph r. McCarthy, r–Wis.,
died at Bethesda Naval hospital
in Maryland.
in 1968, “The Odd Couple,” the
movie version of the Neil simon
comedy starring Jack Lemmon
and Walter Matthau, opened in
New york.
in 1972, a fire at the sunshine
silver mine in Kellogg, Idaho,
claimed the lives of 91 workers
who succumbed to carbon mon-
oxide poisoning. Longtime FBI
director J. Edgar hoover died in
Washington at age 77.
in 1982, the Weather Channel
made its début.

in 1994, Nelson Mandela
claimed victory in the wake of
south africa’s first democratic
elections; President F.W. de Klerk
acknowledged defeat.
in 2008, Tropical Cyclone
Nargis struck Myanmar, leading
to an eventual official death toll
of 84,537, with 53,836 listed as
missing. Mildred Loving, a black
woman whose challenge to Vir-
ginia’s ban on interracial marriage
led to a landmark supreme Court
ruling striking down such laws
across the united states, died in
Milford, Va., at age 68.
ten years ago: The dallas Cow-
boys’ tent-like practice structure
collapsed during a severe storm
in Irving, Texas; a dozen people
were hurt, including scouting
assistant rich Behm, who was left
paralyzed from the waist down,
and special teams coach Joe de-

Camillis, whose neck was broken.
Mine That Bird, a 50–1 shot,
stunned the field by capturing
the Kentucky derby. Jack Kemp,
former quarterback, congressman
and vice presidential nominee,
died in Bethesda, Md., at 73.
Five years ago: President Barack
Obama and German Chancellor
angela Merkel met at the White
house, where they threatened
tough sanctions on broad swaths
of russia’s economy if Moscow
disrupted ukraine’s May 25

presidential elections. actor
Efrem Zimbalist Jr., 95, died in
solvang, Calif.
One year ago: attorney rudy
Giuliani said President donald
Trump had reimbursed his
personal lawyer for $130,000
in hush money paid to a porn
actress days before the 2016
presidential election, comments
that appeared to contradict
Trump’s past claims that he didn’t
know the source of the money.
The Boy scouts of america an-
nounced that the group’s flagship
program would undergo a name

change; after being known simply
as the Boy scouts for 108 years,
the program would now be called
scouts Bsa. (The change came
as girls were about to enter the
ranks.) Two black men who’d
been arrested for sitting at a
Philadelphia starbucks without
ordering anything settled with
the company for an undisclosed
sum and an offer of a free college
education; they settled separately
with the city for a symbolic $1
each and a promise to set up a
$200,000 program for young
entrepreneurs.
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Donnie Johnston

‘HRMs’better known as 1-arm bandits

file / DANiel SANGJiB MiN / TiMeS-DiSpATch

A gaming
machine
at Colonial
Downs. The
General
Assembly
says these are
‘Historic
Racing
Machines’, but
the columnist
recalls them
by a different
name.

By KeiTh ePPs
The fRee lANce–STAR

Fredericksburg police
are trying to identify a
man suspected of stalking
a teenage girl this week.

Fredericksburg police
spokeswoman Sarah Kirk-
patrick said the man ap-
proached the girl Monday
in the Harrison Crossing
Shopping Center in Spot-
sylvania County and tried
to strike up a conversation
with her. The teen got into
her car without saying
anything and drove away.

Accord ing to K irk-
patrick, the same man
confronted the girl again
Tuesday, this time inside
Platos Closet at 1621 Carl
D. Silver Parkway in Fred-
ericksburg, and again tried
to talk to her. Again the
girl walked away without
responding to the man.

Kirkpatrick said police
are concerned that the
man showed up on con-
secutive days and differ-
ent locations to engage the
girl, who told police she
does not know him.

The man is described
as black, in his late 40s or
early 50s and 5 feet 10 to
6 feet tall. He has brown
eyes and was wearing a
blue T-shirt with a white

T-shirt underneath it,
blue jeans and white ten-
nis shoes. He may drive
a dark-colored vehicle,
police said.

Anyone who can iden-
tify the man is asked to
call city police at 540/373-
3122. Anonymous tips can
be made by sending a text
to “847-411” and text “FP-
Dtip” followed by the tip.
Keith Epps: 540/374-5404
kepps@freelancestar.com

City police seek
man suspected
of stalking teen

Fredericksburg police
are trying to identify
this individual, pictured
on a security camera.

in brief
Car argumENT
lEd TO sHOOTINg

BEDFORD—Prosecutors
say a Chevy-versus-Ford ar-
gument escalated and ended
with a man shooting his girl-
friend and her son.

Mark E. Turner was arrested
last week after he barricaded
himselfinahomeformorethan
two hours. Turner was charged
with malicious wounding and
weapons charges.

The News & Advance reports

that a prosecutor said in court
Monday that an intoxicated
Turner was at a dinner when
he began to argue with his
girlfriend’s adult son about the
merits of cars made by Chev-
rolet versus cars made by Ford.

The prosecutor said the
fight escalated, with Turner
producing a knife and then a
handgun. In a scuffle, Turned
ended up shooting his girl-
friend five times and her son
once. Both received serious
injuries.

—The Associated Press
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REGION

tOdAy in histOry

By The AssociATed Press

today is thursday, July 4, the
185th day of 2019. There are
180 days left in the year. This is
Independence day.
today’s highlight in history:
On July 4, 1826, 50 years to
the day after the declaration of
Independence was adopted, for-
mer presidents John adams and
Thomas Jefferson both died.
On this date:
in 1776, the declaration of
Independence was adopted by
delegates to the second Conti-
nental Congress in Philadelphia.
in 1802, the united states Mili-
tary academy officially opened at
West Point, New york.
in 1817, ground was broken for
the Erie Canal in rome, N.y. The
middle section of the waterway
took three years to complete; the
entire canal was finished in 1825.
in 1831, the fifth president of
the united states, James Monroe,

died in New york City at age 73.
in 1872, the 30th president
of the united states, Calvin
Coolidge, was born in Plymouth,
Vt.
in 1910, in what was billed as
“The Fight of the Century,” black
world heavyweight boxing cham-
pion Jack Johnson defeated white
former champ James J. Jeffries in
reno, Nev.
in 1939, lou Gehrig of the New
york yankees delivered his famous
farewell speech in which he called
himself “the luckiest man on the
face of the earth.”
in 1982, the space shuttle
Columbia concluded its fourth
and final test flight with a smooth
landing at Edwards air Force Base
in California. heavy metal rocker
Ozzy Osbourne married his
manager, sharon arden, in Maui,
hawaii.
in 1987, Klaus Barbie, the
former Gestapo chief known

as the “Butcher of lyon”, was
convicted by a French court of
crimes against humanity and sen-
tenced to life in prison (he died in
september 1991).
in 1997, Nasa’s Pathfinder
spacecraft landed on Mars, inau-
gurating a new era in the search
for life on the red planet. CBs
newsman Charles Kuralt died in
New york at age 62.
in 2013, Egypt’s interim presi-
dent, adly Mansour, was sworn in
following the ouster of Moham-
med Morsi, the Islamist leader
overthrown by the military after
just one year in office.

in 2017, the united states
confirmed that North Korea had
launched an intercontinental
ballistic missile, as the North had
boasted and the u.s. and south
Korea had feared. secretary of
state rex Tillerson called it a
“new escalation of the threat” to
the u.s.
ten years ago: Former Ten-
nessee Titans quarterback steve
McNair was fatally shot in a Nash-
ville condo by his mistress, sahel
Kazemi, who then killed herself.
North Korea launched seven
ballistic missiles into waters off its
east coast. The statue of liberty’s
crown was reopened to tourists

for the first time since september
11, 2001. serena Williams beat
her big sister, Venus, 7–6 (3),
6–2 for her third Wimbledon title
and 11th Grand slam champion-
ship.
Five years ago: Germany sum-
moned the u.s. ambassador in
Berlin after the arrest of a man
reported to have spied for the
united states, heightening fric-
tion between the two countries
over alleged u.s. eavesdropping
in Germany. richard Mellon
scaife, 82, the billionaire heir
to the Mellon banking and oil
fortunes and a newspaper pub-
lisher who funded libertarian and

conservative causes and various
projects aimed at discrediting
President Bill Clinton, died in
Pittsburgh.
One year ago: British police said
two Britons who fell critically ill in
the town of amesbury were ex-
posed to nerve agent Novichok,
the same material used to poison
a former russian spy in a nearby
area months earlier. a protest
against u.s. immigration policy
forced the evacuation of the
statue of liberty on the Fourth
of July, with a group unfurling a
banner from the pedestal and a
woman holding police at bay for
hours after she climbed the base.
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TO THE
POINT

Donnie Johnston
FOR YEARS NOW,

there has been talk of
doing away with the

penny.
Nothing is a penny

anymore, not even penny
candy, which probably
costs 50 cents today.

About the only thing
pennies are good for is
making change when
paying sales tax. Almost
every convenience store
has a small container for
pennies when the total
bill, with tax, comes to
$1.01 or $1.02.

Just pull a penny out
of that container so you
don’t have to break a dol-
lar and walk away with
a pocketful of change.
Conversely, if you get
a few pennies back in
change, just toss them in
the container.

Many people don’t even
bother to bend over and
pick up pennies on the
sidewalk or in a parking
lot anymore. I suppose
they figure that such
a small amount is not
worth the effort.

Being tight, I take Ben
Franklin’s advice liter-
ally and pick up every
penny I can find. In fact,
I consciously look down
for coins when I get out of
my car. You seldom find
anything but pennies any-
more, but I grab for each
and every one I notice,
even those with “tails” up.

Heads up supposedly
means good luck and tails
up denotes bad. To me,
finding a penny with ei-

ther side up is good luck.
I don’t want to see the

penny go the way of the
dodo bird. I like pennies.
In fact, I began collecting
them when I was a child
and still look for wheat
pennies in my change.

If we are going to do
away with any American
coin, why not the dime? In
case you haven’t noticed,
dimes are the least circu-
lated coin in this country
today. I’m not sure why,
but that’s the way it is.

Almost every time you
get change from a coin-
operated machine, you get
two nickels instead of one
dime. Check your loose
change every night. More
often than not, you won’t
have a dime among the
coins in your pocket.

Dimes just are not all
that popular.

Maybe one reason is
that the price of practi-
cally every product ends
in an uneven number.
Everything is 99 cents or
$2.29 or $3.69. Nickels
and quarters can handle
most of your change, but
you need those four pen-
nies to handle the rest. I’m
beginning to wonder if
some coin machines even
have slots for dimes.

If you can’t buy penny
candy for a penny, think
what you can’t buy for a

dime. If you go to Star-
bucks, a 10-cent cup of
coffee is $4.

Put a dime in the pay
phone? Hey, grandpa!
What’s a pay phone?

It used to be that you
could buy a newspaper
for one thin dime. Thank
goodness that’s not still
the case or I’d be poorer
than I am today!

Sowhenyoucomeright
downtoit,dimesareall
butobsolete.Twonickels
canaccomplishanything
adimecan.True,they’rea
littlebulkier,butrubbing
twonickelstogethermakes
youfeelricherthanfiddling
aroundwithonedime.

Of course, they say
we’re headed for a paper-
less, coinless society
anyway, so the decision to
eliminate any particular
coin might well be a moot
point. Pretty soon, there
may not be any jingle in
your pockets.

Withcreditanddebit
cardsbeingusedmore

andmore,we’repretty far
downtheroadtowardapa-
perless, coinlesseconomy
already.Membersof the
nextgenerationmaylive
theirentire lifetimesand
nevertouchrealmoney.

Now I really wouldn’t
care if they took away pa-
per currency, but I’d hate
to see coins go. You can’t
play with dollar bills, but
you can almost play a tune
with a pocketful of coins.

And what would life be
without change jars (I’ve
never heard of a paper
currency jar)? Every night,
I toss a portion of my
change into an old candy
jar and when it is full, I
take it to the bank and I’ve
got two weeks’ worth of
lunch money.

Thentherearepiggy
banksthatsomeofus
remember.Shakingapiggy
bankthatcontainsno
coins isaboutasexcitingas
wringingoutawetdishrag.

Whataboutcoinhunting
behindthesofapillows?
Thatwouldbe likeanEas-
teregghuntafter they’ve
doneawaywitheggs.

Nope, America doesn’t
need to do away with its
coins. We need to hear our
economy jingle.

But if we have to lose
one coin, let it be the
dime. They are almost
obsolete already.

Or turn the dime into
a $4 piece so we can once
again buy a cup of coffee
with one coin.
Donnie Johnston:
djohn40330@aol.com

Penny’s demise is change we don’t need

sTaTE sENaTOr FrOM
sPOTsylVaNIa says hE
MEaNT NO dIsrEsPECT
aFTEr Nra MEETING
COMMENTs arE hEard

state briefs

I don’t want to see
the penny go the way
of the dodo bird.
I like pennies.

VIrgINIa BEacH
TO HaVE OuTsIdE
PrOBE Of INcIdENT

VIRGINIA BEACH—The
Virginia Beach city council
has ordered an independent
probe into the circumstances
surrounding a recent mass
shooting that killed 12 people.

News outlets report the
council unanimously voted

Tuesday to have the city au-
ditor hire an independent
contractor to investigate gun-
man DeWayne Craddock. The
probe will analyze Craddock’s
employment and workplace
history, city policies and how
to prevent similar violence.

The city engineer opened fire
in his work building on May
31, the same day he submit-
ted his resignation notice. He
killed 12 people and wounded
several others before he was

gunned down by police.
The resolution calls for

probe to start as soon as the
contract is awarded.

wIldEr sTays ON
wITH Vcu dEsPITE
accusaTION

R I C H M O N D — V i rg i n i a
Commonwealth University

has renewed a teaching con-
tract with former Gov. Doug
Wilder, who has been ac-
cused of sexually harassing a
former employee.

The Richmond Times–Dis-
patch reports the university
has renewed Wilder’s con-
tract as an adjunct professor.

Earlier this year a former
employee of Wilder said he’d
kissed her without consent.

—The Associated Press

By PATricK WiLsoN
Richmond Times–dispaTch

RICHMOND—State Sen.
Bryce Reeves, R–Spot-
sylvania, called out a gay
colleague over his sexual
orientation during an
NRA town hall meeting in
Fredericksburg.

Speaking to a crowd
of NRA members about
the November elections,
Reeves rattled off nega-
tives about Sen. Adam
Ebbin, D–Alexandria, in
a monologue about why
voters shouldn’t give con-
trol of the legislature to
Democrats.

Reeves said Ebbin wants
to “radically change Vir-
ginia,” is from Northern
Virginia and “really lib-
eral,” and “he’s one of the
openly gay, uh, senators in
our, uh, Senate.”

Ebbin is the only openly
gay state senator in Vir-
ginia.

The June 26 town hall
was closed to the media,
buttheDemocraticPartyof
Virginia obtained a record-
ing of Reeves’ comments
and provided it to the Rich-
mond Times–Dispatch on
Wednesday.Hiscomments
were first reported by The
WashingtonPost.

Ebbin said in an in-
terview that he recalled
Reeves once lamenting
the lack of bipartisanship
in the Senate, and said the
two have worked together.
But learning of Reeves’
comments to the NRA,
Ebbin said, “makes me
think twice.”

Ebbin said many con-

stituents reached out to
him Wednesday offering
support, and one constitu-
ent on social media tweet-
ed to the senator that he
didn’tknowEbbinwasgay.

“Though we may not be
out, I hope that you will
judge people on their merit
and qualities rather than
who they love,” Ebbin said.

Reeves, an insurance
company president, is
running for re-election in
Senate District 17 against
Democrat Amy Laufer, a
former teacher and Char-
lottesville School Board
member.

Reeves declined to be
interviewed for this story
but provided a statement
via a campaign aide: “Sen-
ator Ebbin is a friend and
someone I respect deeply
in the Senate. We bring
different perspectives to
issues and have worked on
many bills together, and I
certainly meant no disre-
spect to him or anyone in
the LGBTQ community.”

In 2017, Reeves attacked
state Sen. Jill Vogel, one of
his GOP primary oppo-
nents in the race for lieu-
tenant governor, because
she voted for a gay judge.

James Parrish, execu-
tive director of the LGBTQ
rights group Equality Vir-
ginia, said Reeves singling
out Ebbin’s sexuality is
“a particular dog whistle
to rally what he thinks is
cause for people to rally
around him.”

reeves’ opinions
on gay colleague
come to light

ReevesEbbin
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ARECENT state-
ment by President
Trump that he

favors having the Bible
taught in public schools
prompted a lively dis-
cussion on Facebook the
other day.

Some thought it was a
good idea; others didn’t.

A few wanted to “re-
turn” the teaching of the
Bible to public schools. I’m
not sure where they grew
up, but the Bible was never
taught in any public school
I attended. Until the Su-
preme Court made its rul-
ing in 1962, we did recite
The Lord’s Prayer every
morning, but that was the
extent of our public school
religious training.

People—our president
included— make wide-
ranging generic state-
ments and often have no
idea what they’re saying.

“We should teach the
Bible in public schools.”

Okay, which Bible? The
Hebrew Bible? The Catho-
lic Bible? The Protestant
Bible? Do we add the Book
of Mormon?

Older Americans would
prefer the King James ver-
sion. The younger genera-
tion would probably want
a revised edition.

Who would decide?
Well, the government,
of course. Public schools
are government schools
paid for by tax dollars.
And all taxpayers are not
Southern or evangelicals,
the two groups that push
hardest for teaching the
Bible in public schools.

If the members of the
school board in your
district were predomi-
nantly Jewish, they might
order that the Hebrew
Bible be taught. A School
Board with a majority of
Catholics might opt for
that denomination’s Bible,
which includes books not
in the Protestant Bible.

Suppose the neighbor-
hood was predominantly
Muslim? The government
could determine that the
Koran should be taught
in that district’s public
schools.

Inotherwords, ifweget
thegovernment involved,
there isnotellingwhere
“teachingtheBible inpub-
licschools”mightendup.
TheBaptistsmightsud-
denlyfindBuddhismbeing
taughttotheirchildren.

Andthat’swhatthe
framersof theConstitu-

tionunderstoodwhenthey
optedfortheseparationof
churchandstate.Theyhad
seentheChurchofEngland
shoveddowntheir throats
andtheywantedAmeri-
canstohavethefreedom
toworshipastheypleased.
Americawouldhavenoof-
ficial religion,notCatholic
orEpiscopalianorMeth-
odistorBaptist.

And if Jews and Bud-
dhists wanted to worship
in their own way, well,
that was alright, too. We
are a nation built on free-
dom of religion.

Yes, the pilgrims and
Puritans taught religion
in their schools, but they
were church schools, not
public schools. Today,
many denominations still
have their own schools
that teach religion and
that is how it should be.
Leave the religious teach-

ings to religious entities.
That’s exactly what one

teacher who took part in
our discussion said. Leave
the religious teachings
to churches and parents.
That’s their responsibility.

Parentsthesedayswant
toshifteveryaspectof
child-rearingontoschools.
HowmanytimeshaveI
heardamothertell anun-
rulychild,“Ican’twaituntil
yougotoschoolsotheycan
teachyouhowtobehave!”

We want the public
schools to teach behavior,
manners and now religion.

But if the schools pun-
ish students for bad man-
ners or behavior, teach-
ers get sued. And if the
schools teach the “wrong”
religion? Well, let’s not
even go there. Don’t
today’s parents feel they
have any responsibilities?

When you start mixing

religion and government,
you start treading on dan-
gerous ground. If churches
start telling government
how to run public schools,
then government might
start telling churches how
to run their services.

As for prayer in schools,
any student can pray all
he wants. The school just
cannot designate a prayer
to be recited by all. If it did,
it might choose a Muslim
or Buddhist prayer and
then all hell would break
loose in the Bible Belt.

I agree with my teacher
friend. Leave the religious
teachings to the churches
and the parents and let the
public schools deal with
reading and writing.

Theseparationofchurch
andstate isagoodthing.
Let’skeep it thatway.
Donnie Johnston:
djohn40330@aol.com
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AMONg THE REASONS Vir-
ginia regained its No. 1 ranking
by CNBC as the best state in

the country to do business was its
“high-performing education system.”
While it’s great to be back on top—the
last time was 2011—Virginia can’t rest
on its laurels. The commonwealth
must continue to improve education
opportunities to ensure that Virgin-
ians remain open to new skills and
technologically adept in the ever-
changing workplace.

That was the dominant message at
ChamberRVA’s inaugural Education
Summit, held recently in partnership
with the Virginia Chamber of Com-
merce. State educators, lawmakers
and business leaders shared their
perspectives on what Virginia is doing
well and how to create more oppor-
tunities for young people—as well as
emphasized the relevance of lifelong
learning. What are the challenges to
prepare today’s students for tomor-
row’s workforce?

The event also focused on the
importance of partnerships among
schools, business and government.
It’s a symbiotic relationship: To have
a great education system, the state
needs resources. To have resources,
you need a strong economy that gen-
erates jobs and revenues. To attract
businesses and industries that create
a thriving economy, you need a good
education system.

“Nothing is more important to eco-
nomic development than education,”
said Stephen Moret, president and
CEO of the Virginia Economic De-
velopment Partnership. “We are the
best state for business in the nation
because of education in the common-
wealth.”

However, he pointed out, Virginia
led the list of top states for business
by a small margin, underscoring the
need for continued improvements “on
every level.”

State educators talked about such
concerns as retaining teachers, pro-
viding adequate professional develop-
ment, funding, fighting burnout and
making sure new teachers have men-
tors.HouseSpeakerKirkCoxdeclared
that raising teacher pay to the national
average within the next four years
would be a top priority in the coming
general Assembly session.

Education for students is no longer
the three R’s of yesteryear but the five
C’s of today, said James Lane, state
superintendent of public instruction:
creative thinking, critical thinking,
communication, collaboration and
citizenship. Early childhood educa-
tion programs play a critical role in
setting up students for future success,

as does Virginia’s K-12 system and
its wide range of options in higher
education, from community college to
doctoral programs. Investment is key.
However, as several speakers said and
as we’ve previously noted, not every
student is ready for or wants to go to
college.

Career technical education pro-
grams offer another option for stu-
dents—especially as the shortage
of skilled trade workers looms. If a
child wants to be a plumber instead
of enrolling in college, parents need
to overcome the negative stigma of
sending their children to trade school.

But as Virginia undergraduates take
on more than $1 billion in student debt
a year, college affordability remains
a core concern. Cox, a retired high
school government teacher, also an-
nounced that he wants to continue the
tuition freeze at the state’s public col-
leges and universities. This year, the
general Assembly set aside $57.5 mil-
lion to cover each school’s projected
increase. But when will the tuition
bubble burst?

An essential part of preparing stu-
dents for success in the workforce,
however, is the development of soft
skills, those intangible abilities such
as communication, work ethic and
time management. While a young
person might come across well on
paper, he or she won’t pass a phone
screening without being able to con-
verse easily. A recurring question
raised was who is responsible for
teaching soft skills: Parents? Schools?
Business? The answer is everyone.

“Creating the opportunity for every
child in our region to succeed requires
that we all work together,” said Kim
Scheeler, president and CEO of Cham-
berRVA. “Educators, government,
business and nonprofits all play a crit-
ical role in the lifelong learning pro-
cess. We discovered that more needs
to be done to help parents, students
and educators understand the diverse
range of career opportunities that ex-
ist and the path to attain the skills for
those careers.”

The United States is in a historically
tight labor market—and the key is to
attract and keep workers. Virginia’s
commitment to higher education and
the state’s tech talent pipeline figured
prominently in Amazon’s decision to
bring HQ2 to Northern Virginia. For
businesses, challenges include an-
ticipating future hiring needs for jobs
that don’t even exist yet because of
the rapidly evolving workplace. This
conversation needs to continue, as
does the state’s commitment to in-
vesting in its future.
—Richmond Times–Dispatch
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THE HOUSE VOTED last week to
repeal a key piece of Obamacare.
Hadn’t heard? That’s because

hardly anyone in either party uttered
a peep of concern; the repeal passed
by a whopping 419-to-6 margin. The
provision in question was the so-called
Cadillac tax on overly generous health-
careplans,designedtokeepcostsdown
even as more people got coverage,
which was set to phase in three years
from now. The repeal action moves to
theSenate,wherethereiswidesupport.
Repeal would cost the treasury $197
billion over a decade, according to the
CongressionalBudgetOffice.

The hypocrisy flows almost as copi-
ously as the red ink. Democrats were
happy to argue, when the Affordable
Care Act was still a bill and not a law,
that its coverage expansion would
come hand in hand with long-needed
cost containment. Now, they are happy
to turn around and gut the cost con-
tainment.

Republicans pretended great concern
about the deficit, then two years ago
passed a budget-busting tax cut, and
now enable yet more deficit spending.
They failed to repeal Obamacare, but,
with the complicity of Democrats, they
will likely repeal a crucial section that
made it fiscallyresponsible.

And where are the former Obama
administration officials as their party
evinces this Cadillac tax cowardice?

There is a lesson here for those who
promise massive new government
programs such as Medicare-for-all,
premised on unlikely or, as in the case

of Berniecare, preposterous promises
about their affordability. Obamacare
was a relatively modest health care
coverage expansion–nothing like some
of the plans Democratic presidential
candidates are discussing. The Cadillac
tax was a limited measure that would
have restrained (not removed) benefits
forrelativelyprivilegedAmericans.

Yet, when the rubber hits the road,
Congress is failing even to stick to the
timid cost containment Obamacare
envisioned. To argue that one can cre-
ate a brand-new health care system
based on the premise that Congress
will suddenly discover the courage to
drastically ratchet down payments to
doctors and hospitals requires igno-
rance, willful or otherwise, of the past
several decades of political history.

Noteveryvoiceasking“Howwillyou
pay for it?” does so in a cynical spirit.
Not everyone who waves the flag of
fiscal responsibility does so to kill pro-
posed programs they oppose for other
reasons. Some do so because, time
and again, Congress has proved itself
incapable of living up to the promises
lawmakers have made on managing
nationalfinances,pilingmoreandmore
debtonfuturegenerations.

Even with these considerations in
mind, there is room for sober propos-
als that improve government services.
But anyone concerned about an even-
tual fiscal reckoning must consider
the consequences of political coward-
ice before promising Americans more
government benefits or tax cuts.
—The Washington Post
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