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We won!
The Aryee siblings — from left, Caleb, 9; 
Othneil, 12; and Zari, 9 — celebrate after 
learning they won a bicycle in a raffle at 
the 6th Annual Brookland Park Community 
Celebration last Saturday in North Side. The 
event, sponsored by the Historic Brookland 
Park Collective, featured food, music and 
fellowship along West Brookland Park 
Boulevard that was closed to traffic. The 
youngsters used the no traffic zone to happily 
and freely road test their new bike.

By Jeremy M. Lazarus

They have been fixtures at the 
17th Street Farmers’ Market in 
Shockoe Bottom for decades, just 
like their parents and grandparents 
before them.  

Now, sisters Evelyn Luceal 
Allen, 84, and Rosa L. Flem-
ing, 80, have closed their stand 
beside the market from which 
they daily sold greens, tomatoes, 
watermelons, potatoes and other 
produce grown on their land in 
Hanover County. 

It’s a big change for the market 
where they showed up seven days 
a week, winter as well summer, 
to sell. 

According to the sisters, a trail 
of broken City Hall promises 
and a disastrous makeover of the 
historic market have driven away 
even steady customers, leaving the 
sisters mostly whiling away eight 
hours daily without a sale. 

After four years of trying to 
hang on, the sisters closed for the 
last time on Sunday at the stand 
at Franklin and 17th streets, just 
outside the market. They had 
been consigned to the space since 

By Jeremy M. Lazarus

The divisions among City 
Council members over the 
Coliseum replacement plan 
appear to be hardening. 

In a move reflecting that 
division, five members of City 
Council quietly decided to host 
public meetings to go over the 
details of the proposal to replace 
the Richmond Coliseum — 
without letting the four others 
participate in that decision. 

The first of the nine meet-
ings — all open to the public 
— is set for 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Monday, Sept. 23, on the second 
floor of City Hall, according to 
a schedule 5th District Council-
man Parker C. Agelasto released 
on Facebook. 

The majority, led by Council 
President Cynthia I. Newbille, 
7th District, made the decision 
Sept. 16 without informing the 
four other members who were 
out of the room and apparently 
unaware that the idea was being 
considered. 

Before the decision, the nine 
members had moved into closed 
session on a separate matter 
in a separate room. When that 
ended, four of the members 
continued talking as the others 
resumed the public meeting, 
making no effort to get their 
colleagues to return. 

Approval of the series of 

By George Copeland Jr.

Virginia couples preparing for their 
wedding day no longer have to identify 
their race on their application for a mar-
riage license, according to an opinion 
issued by Virginia Attorney General Mark 
R. Herring. 

A revised state form for the licenses 
makes the formerly mandatory question 
one couples can opt out of answering.

“The statute plainly requires a question 
about race be asked,” Mr. Herring wrote in 
a Sept. 13 memorandum to Janet Rainey, 
director and state registrar of the Virginia 
Division of Vital Records.

“But no provision of the statute ex-
pressly requires the couple to identify 
their race or says what happens if they 
decline to do so.”

He said local circuit court clerks should 

issue a marriage li-
cense regardless of 
whether an applicant 
answers the race ques-
tion.

“Any statute re-
quiring a governmen-
tal official to deny a 
marriage license to 
an applicant who de-

clines to provide information about his or 
her race would raise serious constitutional 
questions,” he wrote.

The state Division of Vital Records has 
revised the application so couples know 
they do not have to answer the question.

Three couples seeking marriage li-
censes in Arlington and Rockbridge County 
launched a federal lawsuit against circuit 
court clerks and Ms. Rainey on Sep. 5, 
objecting to the race requirement for a 

Virginia marriage license, as well as the 
usage of “unscientific, highly controversial, 
misleading, useless and tainted categories,” 
according to the suit.

“Fifty-two years after the Supreme 
Court struck down laws preventing the 
marriage of white and non-white persons,” 
the lawsuit stated, “the Commonwealth of 
Virginia continues to require its residents, 
including plaintiffs, affirmatively to label 
themselves, against their will, according 
to categories rooted in a malignant statu-
tory scheme working to the detriment of 
non-white persons.”

Rockbridge County provided a couple 
that questioned the requirement with a 
list of more than 200 potential races that 
included “American,” “Aryan,” “Moor” 
and “Mulatto,” according to the lawsuit.

By Ronald E. Carrington

The Richmond School Board 
has embraced renaming four city 
schools and approved, on an 8-1 
vote Monday night, a process 
to make it happen.

The schools to get a new 
name by the end of the year 
are George Mason Elementary 
School in Church Hill, E.S.H. 
Greene Elementary School 
in South Side, Amelia Street 
School in the West End and 
the new middle school under 
construction in South Side.

The renaming plan was 
advanced by Superintendent 
Jason Kamras.

“At the end of the day … 
changing a name is but a symbol. 
But symbols matter, especially 
today when so many Americans 
of so many backgrounds feel 
increasingly under attack,” 
he said.

In June 2018, the School 
Board voted to rename J.E.B. 
Stuart Elementary School in 
North Side, which was named to 
honor the Confederate general, 
to Barack Obama Elementary 
School. New signs and logos 
were in place when the Fendall 
Avenue school opened that 
fall for the 2018-19 academic 
year.  

New George Mason and 
Greene elementary schools also 
are under construction and are 
scheduled to open in the fall 
of 2020.

“What is absolutely neces-
sary is to have these (new) 
school names by the end of 
the calendar year in order to 
have signage ready for the 2020 
fall opening,” Mr. Kamras told 
the board.

However it is George Ma-
son’s tie to slavery that is 

Regina H. Boone/Richmond Free Press

Sisters Evelyn Luceal Allen, left, and Rosa L. Fleming have 
been coming to the 17th Street Farmers’ Market since they 
were youngsters. For more than 75 years, they have helped 
family members sell produce grown on the family farm in 
Hanover before they took over decades ago. 

public meetings came during 
the council’s informal session 
that is held before the regular, 
publicly televised meeting. No 
mention was made of the meet-
ings on Navy Hill’s Coliseum 
replacement proposal during 
the regular session. 

The council members left out 
of the decision were Council 
Vice President Chris A. Hilbert, 
3rd District; Kim B. Gray, 2nd 
District; Kristen N. Larson, 4th 
District; and Reva M. Trammell, 
8th District. 

They were left fuming about 
the lack of courtesy by Dr. New-
bille and the majority comprised 
of council members Andreas D. 
Addison, 1st District; Parker 
C. Agelasto, 5th District; Ellen 
F. Robertson, 6th District; and 
Michael J. Jones, 9th District.  

The four are considered, 
at this point, likely opponents 
of the Coliseum replacement 
project. The proposal would 
require a super-majority of 
seven members to allow the 
sale of city property to make 
the project happen. 

The decision to hold the 
series of public meetings 
through Dec. 9 came as the 
council also began advertising 
for an independent consultant 
to review the plan that could 
cost taxpayers $600 million 
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By Jeremy M. Lazarus

The No. 2 official at City 
Hall has lost her job. 

Mayor Levar M. Stoney 
on Wednesday fired Selena 
Cuffee-Glenn, the city’s chief 
administrative officer.
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the city began in 2015 and went into full 
swing two years ago to overhaul the public 
marketplace that has been around for more 
than 280 years.  

The result of the $3.6 million taxpayer 
investment at the farmers’ market: A large, 
vacant and unattractive concrete slab 
stretching from Main to Franklin streets, 
a far cry from the tree-shaded European-
style plaza the city said it would create 
for events and other people-attracting 
programs that also were to benefit the 
adjacent restaurants. 

“We haven’t made any money since 
they started,” said Ms. Fleming, who, like 
her sister started stocking and selling as 
children at the family stand in Shockoe 
Bottom and at the once thriving but long 
defunct 6th Street Farmers’ Market. 

“We’ve had to borrow money to keep 
going,” Ms. Fleming said. “We kept getting 
promised that things would change, but 
nothing has happened. No one followed 
through. We just can’t keep waiting for 
the city to keep its word. It’s just not right 
what they’ve done.

“If we were white, they wouldn’t have 
treated us this way,” Ms. Fleming said. 
“That’s how I feel.” 

As they closed up, the sisters submitted 
a letter to Leonard Sledge, city director of 
economic and community development, 
the department that oversaw the makeover. 
They demanded the city pay them $36,000 
each “to make this situation right.” 

For at least the past two years, as docu-
mented in email exchanges between an 
advocate for the sisters and city officials, 
Mayor Levar M. Stoney’s administration 
kept promising to install new stands inside 
the market for the “legacy vendors,” the 
two sisters and Timothy Christian, a fifth 
generation fruit and vegetable vendor who 
continues to operate on Main Street with 
hopes that customers might return. 

City officials, including city architect 
Jeannie Welliver, who led the makeover 
project, have shown the legacy vendors 
various renderings of different kinds of 
stands the city was considering. But the 
space for the stands remains vacant, even 
after Mayor Stoney removed Enrichmond 
Foundation, a city-created nonprofit, from 
managing the market and put the city 
Department of Parks, Recreation and Com-
munity Facilities in charge on July 1.

The only evidence of the city’s com-
mitment to provide new stands appears 
to be three large sheds now stored in a 
recreation department parking lot at 1209 
Admiral St. in North Side. 

In a statement Wednesday by parks 
department spokesperson Tamara Jenkins, 
the sisters’ departure was described as 
“unfortunate.” 

‘The City desires that they return and 
continue to operate at the market. We 
continue to work on the long-range solu-

prompting the new name. George Mason was the main author 
of the Virginia Declaration of Rights in 1776 that proclaimed the 
inherent rights of men and later served as the basis for the U.S. 
Constitution’s Bill of Rights, but he owned enslaved Africans.

“… (T)his disqualifies him (Mason) from the honor of hav-
ing one of our schools named after him,” Mr. Kamras stated in 
his weekly newsletter.

Greene Elementary and Thompson Middle, both former Ches-
terfield County schools, were named for Chesterfield educators 
or administrators.  

Thompson was combined with Elkhardt Middle School 
four years ago. The new middle school, to replace Elkhardt-
Thompson, is being constructed on the former Elkhardt site on 
Hull Street Road.

Amelia Street School adopted Thirteen Acres School earlier 
this year, and the school division is looking for a new name for 
the combined school.

The only School Board member to vote against the renaming 
plan was 4th District representative Jonathan Young.

During an interview Tuesday, Mr. Young expressed disappoint-
ment in his colleagues for not having an honest, candid conver-
sation about reconciling the use of the names of the country’s 
founding fathers but were hypocritical in their personal lives.  

“It is hard to reconcile these men’s original sin — slavery 
— all of these years later,” Mr. Young said. “That is still part 
of who we are, especially Richmond, the (former) capital of 
the Confederacy.” 

But Mr. Kamras has a contrasting point of view. 
“… (T)hose who argue that we’re erasing history by changing 

a school name, I respectfully disagree,” he wrote in his weekly 
newsletter. “School names are different from history textbooks. 
They’re special honors that should inspire – not alienate – our 
students.”

In outlining the renaming process, Shadae Harris, RPS chief 
engagement officer, said a “renaming team” will be selected for 
each of the four schools. Each team, to be comprised of students, 
family members, teachers, support staff, community stakehold-
ers, a School Board member and administration representative, 
will be charged with reviewing names submitted by the public 
and selecting three names to submit to the RPS administration 
for consideration.

Renaming team members will attend community meetings 
and School Board public hearings in reviewing the names.

The public also can submit possible names through an online 
portal on the RPS website. All submissions will be posted on 
the RPS website. 

The School Board scheduled two public hearings that will be 
live streamed on the RPS website. They will be held at 6 p.m. 
Monday, Nov. 4, and Monday, Nov. 14, at City Hall, 17th floor.

The board is scheduled to vote on four new names at its 
Dec. 2 meeting.

“Anything that sets up the potential to lead to discrimination 
is probably not a good thing,” said Edward F. Jewett, clerk of 
the Richmond Circuit Court Clerk, who learned of the revision 
last Friday.

The statute mandating the race question on marriage licenses 
was briefly removed in 2003 by the General Assembly, only 
to be reinstated two years later. Mr. Jewett noted that in both 
instances, the decisions were near unanimous, with legislators 
pointing to the “important statistical information” such informa-
tion provided.

While the revised form allows couples to select “declined to 
answer” when selecting their race, it doesn’t remove the question. 
Because of this, the couples are continuing their lawsuit in hopes 
of having the statute removed from Virginia law entirely.

Mr. Jewett noted that federal judges may rule the lawsuit 
is without merit because couples no longer have to answer the 
question. He further speculated that state lawmakers may beat 
the couples to the punch, adding, “I expect that it will be ad-
dressed in the General Assembly and maybe the question will 
disappear in the spring.”

over 30 years. 
Council also is poised to appoint the final seven members 

of an advisory commission it created to review the Coliseum 
replacement proposal that could be accompanied by more than 
$900 million in private investment in apartments, offices and retail 
operations on mostly city-owned property near City Hall. 

The project, embraced by Mayor Levar M. Stoney, is the 
brainchild of the Navy Hill District Corp., which is led by the 
top executive at Dominion Energy, Thomas F. Farrell II. The 
development company and project are named after the African-
American neighborhood that once occupied the area from the 
Coliseum to City Hall. 

The decision to have the lengthy briefings from the admin-
istration has disappointed Ms. Gray, who believes Dr. Newbille 
and her council allies have another motivation. 

“It appears that they are trying to undermine the (council) 
commission before it is even seated,” Ms. Gray said. 

She expressed concern that the five council members also ap-
proved increasing the amount allocated from the council’s budget 
to hire an independent consultant from $50,000 to $190,000. 
That decision also took place during Monday’s informal council 
session while the four members were out of the room. Ms. Gray 
said she learned about it when a council staff member casually 
mentioned it. 

Ms. Gray said she would not attend the briefings and, in 

an email she sent Monday to Dr. Newbille and other council 
members, urged the council president to “delay moving forward 
with this series of special meetings.” 

Ms. Gray asked for the delay “until it can be determined how 
much in additional council expenditures will be incurred” by 
tying up city staff for the extended meetings on the project and 
“until greater public participation can be encouraged.” 

In her email, Ms. Gray noted that all of the sessions on Navy 
Hill are to be held from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., a time that she stated 
“is not conducive to public participation. The interests of transpar-
ency and accountability are not served when many citizens cannot 
take the time during the workday to attend the meetings.” 

Ms. Gray noted that “skepticism about the merits of the Navy 
Hill proposal will only be reinforced if it is believed that public 
opinion is not valued.” 

She also objected to Dr. Newbille’s decision to move ahead 
on a motion to boost council spending for a consultant without 
all nine members weighing in.

“The public has a reasonable expectation that its duly elected 
representatives will have an opportunity to participate in all 
decisions” related to Navy Hill, Ms. Gray wrote. “Further, all 
taxpayers expect that significant increases in council expendi-
tures should not be incurred without due consideration from 
each council member. To allow otherwise constitutes a breach 
of faith with those who elected us.” 

Dr. Newbille has not responded to a Free Press request for 
comment. 
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Her ouster followed the release of an internal inspector 
general’s report alleging that Ms. Cuffee-Glenn had been 
involved in the city’s hiring of at least one of her extended 
family members. 

In a statement issued at 6:57 p.m., Mayor Stoney said he 
was “both concerned and deeply disappointed” by the findings 
of the inspector general.

He said “the conduct detailed in this report erodes the public 
trust, violates the spirit of good government and has diminished 
my confidence in the CAO to continue to serve in her role.” 

He said the city “has separated the CAO from employment” 
and that he appointed Lenora Reid, currently the city’s chief 
financial officer, as interim CAO.  

Ms. Cuffee-Glenn was named CAO in April 2015 and con-

tinued after Mayor Stoney took office in January 2017. 
Mayor Stoney stated that after learning in May that a relative 

of Ms. Cuffee-Glenn had gained employment with the City of 
Richmond, he said he went to the inspector general, then Lou 
Lassiter, who also is the city auditor, and “pledged my admin-
istration would fully cooperate in a review of the circumstances 
of the hiring and compensation.”

The mayor was briefed about the report earlier this week by 
current inspector general James Osuna.

Along with her husband, Keith Glenn, who serves as a 
Richmond sheriff’s deputy, the report disclosed that other fam-
ily members on the city payroll include Ms. Cuffee-Glenn’s 
daughter, a sister’s child, two second cousins and the spouse 
of one of the second cousins. 

The report turned up evidence that Ms. Cuffee-Glenn had 
aided in the hiring of the second cousin’s spouse.  

Selena Cuffee-Glenn fired
Continued from A1

tion that we have been in discussion with 
them on” that involves the providing them 
with a suitable vending cart with storage 
space, Ms. Jenkins stated.

 According to Richard Tatnall, a com-
munity organizer who has been the foremost 
advocate for the sisters, the final straw for 
the sisters was an Aug. 27 meeting with 
Mr. Sledge.

According to Mr. Tatnall and the sisters, 
Mr. Sledge again made promises about 
the city’s commitment to them, but then 
abruptly cut off further communication after 
the meeting and didn’t respond to follow-
up emails that included questions. 

Mr. Sledge stated that he had provided 
written responses to the questions and also 
added that he, too, wants the sisters to 
return as the city continues to work with 
them on a long-range solution. Neither 
he nor DPRCF indicated a timeline for 
making the solution happen. 

Ms. Fleming and Ms. Allen’s departure 
ends a family selling dynasty that stretches 
back to at least the 1890s, when their 
grandfather, Thomas Carter Sr. and his 
wife, Lelia, began selling produce grown on 
their Hanover County land and elsewhere 
at the city’s farmers’ markets. 

The sisters’ parents, Thomas E. and 
Inell Carter, continued the practice and 
also worked for other county farms with 
their 15 children, including the two sisters, 
as well as a wave of 67 foster children 
whom the family cared for through the 
years, Ms. Fleming said. 

“People who hired us knew the work 
would get done as promised,” she said. 

The family had stands at other locations, 
as have the sisters. Ms. Fleming said that 
she and her sister have sold produce and 
other items at the once popular Boulevard. 
For 60 years, she spent at least one day a 
week at Malvern Avenue and Cary Street, 
and she’s considering returning there. 
Christmas wreaths were her most popular 
item there. 

But the sisters have mostly spent their 
time at the 17th Street Farmers’ Market. In 
addition to selling produce, the sisters also 
helped keep the place tidy. Ms. Fleming 
said they picked up litter and dog poop 
the city wouldn’t clear away so customers 
would not get disgusted.

“It was the city’s job, but we did it to 
keep the place looking nice,’ she said. 

They also mothered the homeless who 
ended up sleeping in Shockoe Bottom, 
providing them with sandwiches, bever-
ages and caring conversation. 

While they work with Mr. Tatnall to 
press their claim for the $72,000, Ms. 
Fleming said she and her sister plan to 
return to the market at least two days 
a week to visit with their “family,” the 
many people they know, including a bread 
delivery driver who has been part of their 
feeding operation for years. 

She said she and her sister also plan 
to distribute beverages and food to their 
homeless friends, and also could distrib-
ute the unsold produce that is still at Ms. 
Allen’s farm. 

“We won’t be selling, but we want to 
come back to see people we know,” she said. 
“We don’t want to give up doing that.”
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