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We were almost double, so we 
wanted to be comparable to the 
facilities in our area, although we 
know that Luter Sports is nicer.
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Smithfield timeS
the

— Town Parks Director Amy Novak
On request to slash ball field fees, p. 1

No notice needed?
Thrower says tax hike didn’t require public notice

York River
Band Friday

The York River  Band will 
perform Friday at 8 p.m. on the 
green in front of  The Smithfield 
Times.

The popular community 
band is a regular participant 
in the Summer Concert Series 
and offers a lively mix of  patri-
otic tunes and broadway show 
tunes as well as a few surprises 
each year.

The Summer Concert Series 
is co-sponsored by The Smith-
field Times and the Isle of  Wight 
Arts League. Concerts are free 
to the public.

Concert cancellations due to 
rain are made as late as possible 
on Friday. Rainouts are posted 
when possible on www.face-
book.com/smithfield.times and 
www.smithfieldarts.org.

Drinking &
boating to
be targeted
Local checks part
of nationwide effort
By Diana McFarland
Managing editor

Boaters this weekend should 
be aware that law enforcement 
agencies will be out enforcing 
laws against drinking while 
boating. 

The Pagan and James rivers, 
Jones Creek and other local 
waterways will be part of  Op-
eration Dry Water, a national 
awareness and enforcement 
campaign to reduce the number 
of  drug-and-alcohol fatalities 
on the water, said Sgt. Brandon 
Woodruff  with the Virginia De-
partment of  Game and Inland 
Fisheries. 

This year, Operation Dry 
Water is scheduled for July 5-7.

Operation Dry Water, ongo-
ing since 2009, is held around 
July 4, a holiday known for 
increased boaters on the water 
when alcohol use is prevalent, 
according to the National As-
sociation of  State Boating Law 
Administrators.

Alcohol use is the leading 
known contributing factor in 
fatal boating accidents. Where 
the primary cause was known, 
it was listed as the leading 
factor in 19 percent of  deaths, 
according to the U.S. Coast 
Guard recreational boating 
statistics for 2017.

Boating under the influence 
is a Class 1 misdemeanor in 
Virginia and penalties are 
similar to a DUI. While a person 
charged with a BUI may lose his 
or her boating privilege, it does 
not affect the person’s driver’s 
license or ability to drive a ve-
hicle, said Woodruff. 

Woodruff  said the DGIF con-
servation police need probable 
cause to pull a boat over, how-
ever, the agency plans to patrol 
during the day and evening 
and there will be checkpoints 
around the state. 

“They want a visual deter-
rence,” said Woodruff.

The checkpoints will be 
similar to those conducted by 
law enforcement officers on the 
road for DUI’s, he said. 

Operation Dry Water is co-
ordinated nationally by the 
National Association of  State 
Boating Law Administrators 
and is produced under a grant 
from the Sport Fish Restoration 
and Boating Trust Fund admin-
istered by the U.S. Coast Guard.

By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer 

Smithfield town staff  has pro-
posed cutting the rental rates in 
half  for use of  its four baseball 
fields at the Joseph W. Luter 
Jr. Sports Complex in order to 
increase interest in the facility 
— and ultimately, boost revenue. 

Smithfield Parks and Recre-
ation Director Amy Novak said 
that several coaches and player 
parents told her staff  that the 
complex’s field rental rates were 
“very high” compared to other 
area facilities. 

“We were almost double, so we 
wanted to be comparable to the 
facilities in our area, although we 
know that Luter Sports is nicer,” 
she said at the June 25 Smithfield 
Parks and Recreation Committee 
meeting, adding that the new 
rates would still be high compared 
to some area facilities, but that the 
difference wouldn’t be as large.  

Novak said that she’d like to 
have a lower rental fee advertised 
on the Luter Sports Complex web-
site in order to draw more clients, 
and then potentially increase 
the fees later if  the facility gains 
popularity. 

The option of  renting any of  
the five fields on an hourly basis 
has also been eliminated in the 
proposal, which was expected to 

Luter
rental
too high?
Town staff wants
to slash fees to
attract users

By Diana McFarland
Managing editor

The Windsor Town Council 
has zeroed in on five focus areas 
to support its vision for the next 
20 years — with opportunities for 

different types of  housing receiv-
ing a good deal of  discussion.

The vision is for Windsor to 
be a proactive, strong, caring 
community of  people that is con-
nected to its citizenry, promoting 

a sense of  pride and engagement 
that is attractive to families and 
offers a high quality of  life. 

The town’s vision, focus areas 
and ways to get there were devised 
during a strategic planning ses-
sion held recently at the munici-
pal building. 

The five proposed focus areas 
for the future are economic de-
velopment, managed growth and 
beauty, connected and engaged 
citizens, effective government 
and infrastructure and lifestyle 
and wellness.

The Windsor Town Council 
borrowed some ideas from the 
towns of  Smithfield and Farm-
ville to come up with its focus 
areas.

Under each focus area, the 
Town Council proposed several 
objectives, such as developing a 

Windsor Council sets
town’s future goals

Queen(s) of the Pagan
Bee Smoke took Queen of the Pagan honors Saturday during the annual Pagan River 
Raft Race at Smithfield Station. The four-woman team included Dana Gay, Kellie Gies, 
Sara Gies and Caitlyn Rose. Liki Tiki came in second, followed by Fueled by Bacon in 
third and The Orange Cat in fourth. In all, 11 rafts competed in two divisions — Huck 
Finn and Modified — which refer to the materials used to build the raft. American BBQ 
unfortunately sank at the string line. The raft race was a holdover from Smithfield’s 
Olden Days festival, which was cancelled this summer. 

What does a vision cost?
By Diana McFarland
Managing editor

The cost to devise a town’s vision depends on the town.
The Smithfield Town Council spent three days at a Williams-

burg resort at a cost of  $11,439 to come up with its vision.
The Windsor Town Council met informally Friday at the 

town’s municipal building, aided by packaged snacks and sand-
wiches that cost $150.

Windsor’s facilitator, Renee Rountree, joked that the town 
was saving a lot of  money by having her lead the meeting in the 
council’s chambers. 

The Smithfield Town Council came up with a two-page vision 
with seven focus areas that sound a lot like what already exists.

• See TOWN, p. 3

• See LUTER, p. 3

• See RETREATS, p. 3
• See WINDSOR, p. 3

Isle of Wight County puts on two fireworks displays for Fourth 
of July. In Smithfield, fireworks are launched Wednesday, July 
3, 9:30 p.m. from Clontz Park. 

Windsor hosts an annual Fourth of July, town-wide event that 
culminates with fireworks at 9:30 p.m. 

By Diana McFarland
Managing editor

The Smithfield Town Council 
raised its real estate tax rate by 3 
cents beginning this month, but 
did not publish a public notice to 
alert residents of  the increase. 

If  The Smithfield Times had 
not reported the increase as a 
news story, residents would likely 
not know it was going to occur, 
but it was Smithfield resident 
Dave Goodridge who raised the 

issue about the public notice 
discrepancy. 

Smithfield Town Manager Bri-
an Thrower said a locality such as 
Smithfield can raise its real estate 
tax by three cents without adver-
tising that intention in a public 
notice.  Thrower said Smithfield’s 
tax increase was “properly adver-
tised per state code”.

Isle of  Wight County, however, 
uses a different code section when 
it comes to informing the public 
about a possible tax increase.

By being properly advertised, 
Thrower was referring to a May 
22 public notice in The Smithfield 
Times that stated the tax rate 
would remain at 16 cents per $100 
in value. The Town Council held a 

public hearing on a budget with a 
real estate tax rate of  19 cents on 
June 4, and adopted a budget with 
that tax rate on June 24. 

“My proposed budget includ-
ed the real estate tax increase; 
however, when the public notice 
was sent to the paper for adver-
tisement, Council’s direction/
intent was to start charging trash 

collection fees in its place,” said 
Thrower.

During a May 7 budget work 
session, the Town Council decided 
to advertise the budget without 
the tax increase, but include in-
formation concerning a charge 
for trash and recycling. The no-



ish and American navies. 
Midshipmen were “made” 
lieutenants, assuring them 
of  a path upward. And lieu-
tenants who were fortu-
nate enough to receive a 
ship (usually a very small 
one initially) were “made 
commanders, a key step 
forward.

Most of  us have had to 
“moonlight” at some point 
in our lives, working a sec-
ond or even third job to 
make ends meet. “Moon-
light” work had a somewhat 
nefarious origin, however. 
It was smuggling, bringing 

contraband ashore without 
paying taxes on it.

We’ve all been hard-
pressed at some point as 
well. No matter what we did, 
we couldn’t seem to keep up 
with debts, obligations or 
whatever. But we don’t have 
even an inkling of  what it 
was like to be “pressed” 
two centuries ago. When 
the Navy needed manpower, 
young men were routinely 
“pressed” into serving. It 
was a bit like the military 
draft, but was administered 
with a group of  rowdies 
carrying clubs.

An old country phrase, 
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go before the Town Coun-
cil for a vote July 2. The 
complex’s fields include 
four baseball fields and one 
multipurpose field, which is 
shaped like a football field 
and has a track around it. 

“The main goal of  adjust-
ing the rates is to increase 
interest in the facility so 
teams and tournaments 
from all over Virginia and 
North Carolina will want to 
use LSC. If  you can get them 
to come to the venue once 
and they see how beautiful 
the complex and our town 
are, then the good word will 
spread quickly,” said Novak 
in an email dated June 29. 

The fee adjustment pro-
posal also adds Smithfield 
Pop Warner Football and 
Cheerleading to the list of  
organizations that can use 
the fields without charge, 
alongside Smithfield Recre-
ation Association. SRA has 
a 20-year lease on the prop-
erty that gives the associa-
tion scheduling priority for 
the baseball fields, accord-
ing to its lease agreement 
with the town.

In terms of  rate struc-
ture, Luter Sports Complex 

• Continued from p. 1

Luter
users are divided into three 
levels that dictate what 
rental fees apply: the Level 
1 user — Smithfield Recre-
ation Association — does 
not pay to use the complex 
at all or for field prepara-
tion, according to the un-
amended fee schedule. The 
fee structure amendment 
proposal, if  adopted, would 
make Smithfield Pop War-
ner and Cheerleading Level 
1 users as well. 

Level 2 users include Isle 
of  Wight County Parks and 
Recreation, Isle of  Wight 
County Schools, the Wind-
sor Athletics Association, 
the Town of  Windsor and 
other Isle of  Wight-based 
recreation associations. 
They pay $150 to rent one 
of  the baseball fields and 
$100 to rent the multipur-
pose field for a day in the 
unamended fee schedule. 
Level 2 hourly rates are $20 
per field per hour for the 
baseball fields and $12.50 
per field per hour for the 
multipurpose field. 

Level 3 users — which 
include youth sports orga-
nizations outside the coun-
ty, adult sports leagues and 
other nonprofit and for-prof-
it organization events  — 

pay twice the Level 2 daily 
and hourly rates in the 
unamended fee schedule 
and are required to pay a 
50-percent estimated cost 
deposit.   

I f  the proposed fee 
changes are adopted by 
Town Council, baseball field 
rental rates will be halved 
for Level 2 and 3, at $75 
and $150 per field per day, 
respectively. The 50-percent 
deposit requirement for 
Level 3 users continues in 
the proposal, as well as the 
multipurpose field rental 
rates. 

If  the rate changes go 
into effect, light fees would 
remain $50 per hour and 
additional field prepara-
tion — such as dragging 
the infield, lining batter’s 
boxes and foul lines and 
moving bases, mounds and 
goals — would remain $25 
per occurrence per field for 
Level 2 and 3 users. 

Comparatively, softball 
fields at Nike Park in Isle of  
Wight County can be rented 
for $50 to residents and $80 
to nonresidents per field for 
a full day, with rates going 
to $30 and $50 for a half  day 
rental. Light fees are $35 
and $45 for residents and 

nonresidents, respectively, 
and dragging field costs 
range between $15 and $25. 

Sports fields at John F. 
Kennedy Athletic Complex, 
Kings Fork Athletic Com-
plex, Monogram Ball Field 
and Peanut Park Softball 
field — all managed by the 
city of  Suffolk — are $60 
for a half  day with lights 
included and $115 for a full 
day with lights per field. 
Without lights, fees are 
$40 for a for a half-day and 
$65 for a full day per field. 
A $25 application fee and 
a $150 refundable deposit 
is required, and fields at 
the various parks include 
baseball, softball, football 
and soccer fields.     

According to Novak 
and Smithfield Pop War-
ner Treasurer Sean Kelly, 
Pop Warner has an MOU 
agreement with the town 
to use the football field in 
exchange for a percentage 
of  the youth football non-
profit’s registration and 

concession sales income at 
the end of  the season. 

On top of  a $25,000 an-
nual rent, SRA has an ar-
rangement with the town 
to pay $30,000 in annual 
fees in lieu of  selling SRA-
owned Beale Park, with the 
latter payments starting 
in 2020, according to the 
lease amendment. Prior to 
that arrangement, SRA had 
intended to sell Beale Park 
and contribute $300,000 
from that to the construc-
tion of  the Luter Sports 
Complex.

In the effort to save Beale 
Park, a fundraising commit-
tee put on a successful golf  
tournament last month, 
raising more than $20,000, 
according to SRA President 
Chris Kennedy. 

“We didn’t have enough 
room for all the teams that 
wanted to get in,” he said, 
adding that another tour-
nament is in the works that 
will accommodate a larger 
number of  participants.  

While the Luter Sports 
Complex opened last fall, 
the lack of  a VDOT-re-
quired turn lane requires a 
police officer to direct traf-
fic whenever the complex is 
used for events. 

A $1.05 million turn lane 
and utilities project that’s 
planned to begin later this 
summer will, in addition 
to implementing a turn 
lane, connect the complex’s 
sewer lines to those on W. 
Main Street and eliminate 
the need for the current 
“pump-and-haul” system, 
according to Smithfield 
Mayor Carter Williams. 

Kennedy said that op-
eration of  the complex is 
not limited and has been 
used every day by the as-
sociation in the spring and 
into summer during their 
regular youth baseball sea-
son. He also said that the 
“pump-and-haul” system 
for the porta-potties on site 
is working fine. 

business district to assist 
with economic develop-
ment, diversify the type of  
housing through zoning, 
increase the number of  
community events, develop 
greater water and sewer 
capacity and offer more 
recreational opportunities, 
among others. 

T h e  To w n  C o u n c i l 
counts as strengths its low 
taxes, the Town Center, low 
crime rate and Route 460. 
Weaknesses listed were that 

Windsor is not well-known, 
a limited sewer capacity, the 
six-way intersection, limit-
ed useable land and zoning 
ordinances that limit diver-
sified housing types. 

Some members of  the 
Town Council were in-
trigued by the tiny house 
movement — houses of  
less than 1,000 square feet, 
either mobile or on a foun-
dation.  

The town could set up 
an area especially for tiny 
houses, said Council mem-
ber Kelly Blankenship. 

Mayor Glyn Willis sug-
gested changing the zoning 
ordinances to allow for 
senior housing and other 
arrangements other than 
single-family homes on 
large lots. 

Town Manager Michael 
Stallings agreed that the 
zoning ordinances could 
use more flexibility and 
variety. 

Town officials also had 
a sense of  humor about 
Windsor, noting that Route 
460 likely wasn’t its most 
attractive feature.

“460 is probably one of  
the ugliest parts of  town,” 
said Town Council member 
Randy Carr. 

Willis described a por-
tion of  the highway that 
runs through town as “no 
man’s land,” in terms of  
older buildings. 

At the same time, Route 
460 is a major transpor-
tation route that brings 
people through town, the 
Council agreed. 

The Town Council plans 
to continue the discussion 
in October.

• Continued from p. 1

Windsor

The Smithfield Town 
Council then handed off  the 
document to its staff, which 
will come up with specific 
actionable objectives. 

Smithfield Vice Mayor 
Mike Smith said there are 
31 objectives, but said they 
haven’t yet been revealed to 
the Town Council.  

In a few hours, the Wind-
sor Town Council came 

up with a paragraph-long 
vision statement of  where 
it wants to be in 20 years, 
five focus areas and ways to 
achieve its objectives.

The Windsor Town Coun-
cil plans to meet a few more 
times this year to finalize its 
vision, and will meet in its 
own Town Center. 

Meanwhile, Isle of  Wight 
County schools spent more 
than $25,000 on its retreat. 

Retreats

tice said the Council would 
adopt an ordinance to adopt 
a trash and recycling fee, 
but did not indicate what 
that would be. 

The Council eventually 
decided to forgo charging 
for trash pickup and instead 
to raise the real estate tax 
rate by 3 cents.

“Councils do not have 
to re-advertise the “final” 
budget, given the fact the 
final budget, tax rates, fees, 
etc. are subject to change 
at any time up to the time 
of  final budget adoption,” 
said Thrower.

Thrower referred to code 
section 15.2-2506, which 
states that a brief  synopsis 
of  the budget, for planning 
purposes only, be published 
once in a newspaper of  
general circulation in the 
locality. 

The code section does 
not indicate that a locality 
must advertise the tax rate 
it intends to ultimately 
adopt, nor does it address 
the need for a public hear-
ing. 

Isle of  Wight County 
uses another code section, 
15.2-107, when it comes to 
advertising a possible tax 
increase, according to Isle 

of  Wight Assistant County 
Administrator Don Rob-
ertson.

That code section spells 
out what an advertisement 
of  a tax increase should 
include, such as the actual 
dollar amount or percent-
age change, if  any, of  the 
proposed levy, fee or in-
crease, as well as the time, 
date and place of  the public 
hearing. 

The May 22 public notice 
also included a sentence 
concerning a tax levy in-
crease due to a 2 percent 
hike in property values as 
a result of  the recent reas-
sessment. 

The information was 
based on a real estate tax 
rate of  16 cents, not the 19 
cents that was eventually 
adopted. 

Smithfield town attorney 
William Riddick was on 
vacation this week and not 
available for comment.

Isle of  Wight County and 
the Town of  Windsor each 
published separate public 
notices concerning the tax 
levy increases in their re-
spective localities due to the 
reassessment, including in-
formation about a separate 
public hearing. The notices 
were formatted according 
to the Code of  Virginia 

that states localities may 
use the four-item format 
and includes how much, 
by percentage, the locality 
expects to receive due to 
the increased property as-
sesssment. 

Smithfield’s notice did 
not. 

Isle of  Wight and Wind-
sor decided to retain its 
current tax rate for fiscal 
2020 to obtain the addition-
al revenues as a result of  
increased property values 
rather than going “revenue 
neutral,” which would have 
resulted in decrease in the 
real estate tax rate. 

Isle of  Wight County and 

Windsor also held separate 
public hearings concerning 
the tax levy change due 
to the reassessment. The 
Smithfield Town Council 
has not yet done so, accord-
ing to its agendas.

The fiscal 2020 budgets 
for Isle of  Wight and Wind-
sor are easily found on their 
respective websites.  Smith-
field’s fiscal 2020 budget is 
included in the June 4 Town 
Council agenda packet, but 
not as a separate document 
on its website.  

The most recent budget 
available under financial 
reports is for fiscal 2016. 

not often heard today, was 
that something could be 
done in “two shakes,” mean-
ing very quickly. It only took 
one “shake” of  a ship’s sails 
for a helmsman to know he 
had steered too close to the 
wind and was causing sails 
to luff. The slightest shift 
in the wind would cause a 
telltale “shake” or luff  and 
it happened very quickly.

When times are tough, 
we are often told we should 
pull together to accomplish 
something. Sailors didn’t 
“row” boats. They “pulled” 
oars, and they had to pull 
in unison to accomplish 
anything.
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HISTORY THE 4TH
Isle of Wight residents cele-
brated Independence Day in 
various ways. 

— See page 9

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“
”

The James now supports one 
of the densest breeding popula-
tions (of eagles) found anywhere 
through the species’ range.

Still looking for a  
home, IW Historical 
Society has its eye on 
the old clerk’s office.

— See page 8
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Smithfield timeS
the

— Biologist Dr. Bryan Watts
On resurgence of the bald eagle, p. 1

Sharp drop in IW crime

Bluegrass
Friday

The Summer Concert Se-
ries continues Friday with the 
Flatland Bluegrass Band. 

The performance will be-
gin at 8 p.m. on the Gazebo 
Stage at 228 Main St.

Flatland, which offers tra-
ditional bluegrass favorites, 
has performed at the Pungo 
Strawberry Festival and will 
appear this fall at the Graves 
Mountain Apple Festival.

The concer t  series  is 
co-sponsored by The Smith-
field Times and the Isle of  
Wight Arts League. Concerts 
are held each Friday from 
Memorial Day to Labor Day.

Concert cancellations due 
to rain are made as late as pos-
sible on Friday and are posted 
when possible on www.face-
book.com/smithfield.times 
and www.smithfieldarts.org.

Eagles are soaring 
along James River

Crab numbers excellent

A bald eagle nesting along the James River. Mating pairs now exceed target for the 
entire Chesapeake Bay region.

By Diana McFarland
Managing editor

The “dogma” that eagles need a mile between 
nests has been debunked as more and more rear 
their young along the James River, said biologist 
Dr. Bryan Watts. 

The distance is due more to the ability to 
secure food, said Watts, who heads up the Cen-
ter for Conservation Biology, which recently 
announced that a milestone had been reached 
when it comes to the breeding pairs of  eagles 
on the James River.

This year, the Center recorded 302 pairs of  
eagles, making the James the most significant 
waterway for the iconic raptor, according to 
the Center. 

“This new milestone is particularly grati-
fying since the James is the only major tribu-
tary of  the Chesapeake Bay where the species 

completely disappeared as a breeder during the 
1970s,” Watts said.

During the 2019 breeding season, the popu-
lation produced 344 young. Strongholds along 
the river include Charles City County (62 pairs), 
James City County (50 pairs), Surry County (39 
pairs) and Prince George County (36 pairs).

Watts said Surry is attractive to eagles for 
three main reasons — it is rural, has trees big 
enough to nest in and offers an abundance of  
food. 

Meanwhile, there are 10 pairs along the 
Pagan River alone in Isle of  Wight County, said 
Watts, adding that most of  these are located near 
fresh water inputs. 

The number of  nests along the James sug-
gests that food is abundant, he said. 

By Diana McFarland
Managing editor

The Chesapeake Bay blue 
crab population is up 60 per-
cent from last year — a boon 
for the watermen who harvest 
them and consumers who enjoy 
eating them. 

Blue crab stocks are the best 
they’ve been since 2012, ac-
cording to the Chesapeake Bay 
Stock Assessment Committee. 

The report concludes that 
the fishery is not depleted 
and not overfished, with the 
total population increasing 
from 372 million in 2018 to 594 
million this year, according to 
the report.

The results include data 
from the annual Bay-wide win-
ter dredge survey.

The report noted that 23 per-
cent of  all female crabs were 
harvested, falling below the 
targeted 25.5 percent and below 
the threshold of  34 percent for 
the eleventh consecutive year. 

At the start of  the season 

this year, there were about 191 
million age one and up female 
crabs, above the abundance 
threshold of  70 million crabs 
and near the target of  215 
million crabs, according to the 
report. 

Also this year, overwinter-
ing deaths were below average 
and among the lowest observed 
in recent years, according to 
the report. 

The report advises jurisdic-

tions to maintain a risk-adverse 
approach with no adjustments 
to management and implement 
ways to more accurately track 
commercial and recreational 
harvest. 

The blue crab population 
has fluctuated after a precipi-
tous drop in 1992, falling below 
400 million from 1997-2009. 
The population has stayed at 

The Chesapeake Bay’s iconic blue crab has been the 
region’s most popular seafood for generations.

By Diana McFarland
Managing editor

DUIs, drugs, assaults and 
thefts — in that order — were the 
most common offenses resulting 
in arrests last year in Isle of  
Wight County. 

Overall, however, the number 
of  reported incidents has dropped 
by 45 percent from 10 years ago, 
from 1,297 in 2008 to 704 in 2018, 
according to statistics from the 
annual Crimes in Virginia for 
2008 and 2018 and compiled by the 
Virginia State Police. 

Arrests are also down by near-
ly 26 percent in those same ten 
years, according to the report. 

The Town of  Smithfield and 
Surry County saw similar drops 
in the number of  reported inci-
dents, 45 and 42 percent, respec-
tively. Surry County had a larger 
decrease in the number of  arrests 
last year compared to 10 years ago, 
by 53 percent.

Isle of  Wight Sheriff  James 
Clarke said he’d like to think the 
drop in the county is due to his 
agency being more proactive. 

The dedicated Carrollton pa-
trol, added a few years ago, has 

DUIs, drugs, assaults lead,
but total numbers down 45%

helped, as well as vigilant resi-
dents and business owners and 
deputies talking to people, said 
Clarke.

“More eyes, more visibility, 
more deterrence,” he said. 

When crime does happen, 
deputies are there to quickly 
respond and that leads to arrests, 
said Clarke.

The areas along Route 17 in 
Carrollton have become espe-
cially vulnerable to crime in 
recent years due to the build-up 
of  houses and businesses, as well 
as the proximity to the larger 
metropolitan areas via the James 
River Bridge and through Suffolk. 

Deputies have dubbed it the 
“corridor of  crime.” 

The top three reported inci-
dents in Isle of  Wight for 2018 
were larceny, simple assault and 
drugs. 

“I don’t think the drug problem 
will ever go away,” said Clarke.

In Isle of  Wight the most prev-
alent substance leading to arrests 
is marijuana — and the same 
holds true statewide, according 

Town will advertise
before adopting real
estate tax increase
By Diana McFarland
Managing editor

The Smithfield Town Council 
was scheduled to vote on a 3-cent 
real estate tax increase July 2 
but stopped short when it was 
acknowledged that a mistake had 
been made.

That mistake will be corrected 
when the Council holds a public 
hearing in the fall. 

The tax rate increase that the 
Council was poised to vote on, 
from 16 cents to 19 cents, was 
based on a June budget public 
hearing. 

The June public hearing was 
advertised in a public notice in 
The Smithfield Times stating that 
the real estate tax rate would re-
main at 16 cents and that the Town 
Council planned to impose a trash 
collection fee instead.

Between the June 4 budget 
public hearing and the final fiscal 
2020 budget adoption on June 25, 
the Town Council opted instead to 
ditch the trash fee and go with the 
3-cent real estate tax increase that 
Town Manager Brian Thrower 
had initially proposed. 

The town, however, did not 
re-advertise that change. 

It wasn’t necessary, said Town 
Attorney William Riddick in a 
July 8 phone interview, adding 
that to do so may have pushed the 
town past its state-imposed dead-
line to approve and appropriate 
funds for the upcoming fiscal year. 

Instead, the Town of  Smith-
field now plans to advertise and 
hold a public hearing on its 3-cent 
tax rate increase at the same time 
it sets the rate as required in a 
reassessment year, likely this fall. 

The confusion arose due to the 
tax increase coming at the same 
time as the real estate property 

reassessment, which occurs every 
four years, as well as the town 
having a new manager used to 
doing things a different way, said 
Riddick. 

Riddick said the mistake was 
having an ordinance to raise the 
tax rate included in the July 2 
Town Council agenda based on 
the June budget public hearing. 
Once the mistake was noted at the 
July 2 meeting, the Council didn’t 
vote on the ordinance enacting 
the tax hike. 

It’s all been done correctly and 
legally, said Riddick, adding that 
legally the tax rate does not have 
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to the report. Clarke attri-
butes the arrests to deputies 
being assigned to federal 
and state drug task forc-
es. Clarke said there have 
been some opioid arrests, 
and they take overdoses 
seriously. 

Clarke said another driv-
ing distraction is rivaling 
alcohol and that’s texting 
while driving. Sometimes 
a deputy will pull a driver 
over on a suspected DUI, 
but it’s not that, it’s phone 
use, he said. 

Clarke said his agency is 
also trying to get people to 
lock their car doors. 

People move here and 
think they’re in the bucolic 
country, but individuals are 

coming to Isle of  Wight to 
steal things, and the Eagle 
Harbor area is particularly 
vulnerable, he said. 

Yearly crime statistics 
reflect what occurred in a 
locality that past year, and 
Clarke predicts a spike in 
the number of  pornography 
arrests for 2019.

The Isle of  Wight Sher-
iff ’s Office has a deputy 
dedicated to those crimes 
and so far this year there 
have been several arrests. 
Smithfield

Drug-related incidents 
moved into the top three 
reported offenses in Smith-
field for 2018, edging out 
destruction of  property and 
vandalism from ten years 
ago. The most reported of-
fense for 2018 was larceny, 

followed by simple assault.
As for arrests in Ham-

town, the top three were 
for drugs and DUI, with 
drunkenness and assault 
tied for third. 

There was no arrest data 
available for 2008. 

Smithfield Police Chief  
Alonzo Howell said the 
town’s crime rate, like most 
localities across the United 
States, is going down. 

Howell is hesitant, how-
ever, to take too much credit 
for the decline because if  it 
goes up again, he’d have to 
take credit for that too. 

Howell would like to 
think it’s due to a concerted 
effort by police and a com-
munity becoming more ed-
ucated about what to report. 

“We have pairs that are 
less than 100 yards apart 
now,” said Watts. 

At the same time, as 
more pairs take up resi-
dence along the James and 
broader Chesapeake Bay, 
younger pairs are spilling 
out across the landscape 
and into adjoining states, 
said Watts. 

Watts said that the 300-
pair mark represents a sym-
bolic milestone: In 1990, 
the United States Fish and 
Wildlife Service Bald Eagle 
Recovery Team established 
300 pairs as the recovery 
goal for the entire Chesa-
peake Bay.

 “For the James River 
alone to have surpassed 
this goal is a remarkable 
achievement,” Watts said. 
“The James now supports 
one of  the densest breed-
ing populations found any-
where throughout the spe-
cies’ range.”

The pesticide DDT was 
the agent that wiped out 
the eagle population in the 
1960s, leading to its ban in 
1972. 

Three years later there 

or above 400 million except 
between 2013-2014, accord-
ing to the report. 

“By using sound science 
included in this annual re-
port to manage the fishery, 
the Bay jurisdictions have 
enabled responsible harvest 
of  female blue crabs for the 
past ten consecutive years. 
Consumers can enjoy their 
Chesapeake Bay crab feasts 
knowing blue crabs are re-
sponsibly managed,” said 
Sean Corson, acting direc-
tor, NOAA Chesapeake Bay 
Office; Chair, Sustainable 
Fisheries Goal Implemen-
tation Team.

Blue crabs are important 

to be set until the tax bills 
go out in December. 

Meanwhile, the Smith-
field Town Council has ap-
propriated funds for its 
fiscal 2020 budget that in-
cludes funding based on a 
3-cent tax increase, from 16 

Plus, residents are learn-
ing to lock their car doors, 
he said. 

As with Isle of  Wight, 
marijuana is the most prev-
alent illegal drug fueling 
arrests in the town, said 
Howell. 

With the talk of  legaliz-
ing pot, some folks think it’s 
OK to use it, but if  the state 
does go that route, local 
police will have to deal with 
the aftermath, said Howell.

The public will still need 
to be educated on what one 
can and cannot do with 
marijuana, such as driving, 
he said. 
Windsor

The number of  reported 
offenses last year in Wind-
sor dropped by 19 percent 
from five years ago. Infor-

mation from 2008 was not 
available. The top three re-
ported offenses, and arrests, 
in Windsor last year were 
for drugs, assault and DUI.

“Those are the social 
issues of  the day, aren’t 
they?” said Windsor Police 
Chief  Rodney “Dan” Riddle.

Riddle said assaults are 
outside the realm of  what 
the police can control. His 
department likes to focus 
on teaching people how to 
prevent burglaries, robber-
ies, credit card theft, fraud 
— those sorts of  crimes. 

Drugs and alcohol are 
a social issue, said Riddle, 
adding, “You can’t legislate 
morality.”

Riddle wanted to point 
out that with an agency as 
small as Windsor, statistics 
can be misleading, as a 
small change one way or 
another looks bigger than 
it may actually be. 

Riddle said most of  the 
arrests in Windsor are from 
those passing through town 
and not Isle of  Wight res-
idents.

Officers pull over a driv-
er for a traffic issue and 
“one thing leads to anoth-
er,” he said.

Riddle is happy with the 
work his officers are doing 
and that his department 

jumps on issues quickly as 
they arise. 
Surry County

The three most frequent-
ly reported incidents for 
Surry County in 2018 were 
larceny, simple assault and 
drugs. Assaults and drugs 
were joined with trespass-
ing as the top three arrest 
categories. 

Reported drug-related 
offenses were not in the top 
four 10 years ago, or even 
five years ago, according to 
the crime report. 

Ten years ago, assaults 
still generated the most ar-
rests, with DUIs in second. 
Tied for third in arrests 
were bad checks, drugs and 
trespassing. 

Surry County Sheriff  
Carlos Turner was pleased 
to see that breaking and en-
tering incidents were down. 
In 2018 there were 11 report-
ed cases of  burglary, down 
from 37 in 2013, according to 
the Crime Reports. 

Turner attributes that to 
better educated residents, 
heightened technology and 
deputies making regular 
patrols in designated zones 
throughout the county. 

Turner said there are 
still cases of  breaking and 
entering, but “not as much 
as before.”

Crime

to the Chesapeake Bay’s 
ecology and economy, as 
both a food source for ani-
mals and humans, as well as 
supporting recreational and 
commercial fishing. 

The Blue Crab Adviso-
ry Report is developed by 
the Chesapeake Bay Stock 
Assessment Committee, a 
group of  experts from state 
and federal agencies and 
academic institutions. 

The blue crab fishery 
in the Chesapeake Bay is 
managed by the Maryland 
Department of  Natural 
Resources, Virginia Marine 
Resources Commission and 
Potomac River Fisheries 
Commission.

cents to 19 cents. 
There’s no conspiracy 

here to keep information 
from the public as all budget 
discussions were held in 
open, public meetings, said 
Riddick, noting that The 
Smithfield Times ran sto-
ries on those discussions. 

The budget itself  is a 

planning document, said 
Riddick.

Riddick said that if  after 
the public hearing this fall 
the Town Council decides 
not to raise the real estate 
tax after all, it can do that 
also. 

“Sure, they can, but 
they’re not going to,” he 
said. 

As for transparency’s 
sake, Riddick said the tax 
rate increase “wasn’t a se-
cret” and that it was openly 
discussed in public meet-
ings. 

“We (the town) are ex-
traordinarily transparent. 
We go above and beyond,” 
he said. 

By law, the town must 
hold a public hearing on 
the budget and a separate 
public hearing on setting 
the tax rate based on the 
property reassessment. 
That’s the hearing that will 
be held this fall.

The Town of  Windsor 
and Isle of  Wight Coun-
ty held their public hear-
ings on setting the tax rate 
based on the reassessment 
in June. 

Crabs

Tax

was not a breeding pair to 
be found along the James 
River.

In 1980, a lone breed-
ing pair was found and 
the numbers have steadily 
increased since, growing 
from 204 pairs in 2013 to 
302 this year, according to 
the Center.

Today, the two largest 
threats to the eagle popula-
tion are the loss of  nesting 
habitat due to urbanization 
and contaminants ingested 
through prey.

Lead has become a major 
contaminant in this region 
from spent bullets in deer 
carcasses, said Watts. 

“They can pick up small 
lead fragments in the gut 
piles left by hunters or dead 
deer not found by hunters, 
said Watts.

“As a community, we 
should be doing what we 
can to reduce lead exposure 
by burying gut piles and 
shifting to copper ammuni-
tion,” he said. 

Eagle nests are often 
six to eight feet across and 
can be 10 or more feet deep, 
and require a large tree to 
support them. The base of  
the nest is made of  large 

sticks that eagles break off  
trees, but the lining of  the 
nest is made of  soft grasses 
and other plant material. 
A typical breeding pair 
will raise up to three large 
chicks. Eagles can live up 
to 30 years.

Eagles begin to breed 
in December, and unlike 
osprey, which migrate else-
where for the winter, eagles 
remain in Virginia year-
round. 

Ospreys, which are also 
raptors, were also com-
pletely lost on the James in 
the 1970s, but have made a 
tremendous comeback in 
recent years, said Watts.

Ironically, the biggest 
threats to ospreys are eagles 
and great horned owls eat-
ing their young, said Watts. 

The Center for Conser-
vation Biology bands eagles 
and tracks them using satel-
lite imagery to assess their 
mortality rates and other 
eagle unknowns. 

Watts said the Center got 
its start many years ago at 
Aberdeen Proving Ground 
in Maryland when eagles 
were getting electrocuted by 
flying into power lines. The 
Center tracked 70 birds and 

then advised the military 
where it would be helpful 
to bury power lines rath-
er than leave them above 
ground. 

The Center does an an-
nual count of  nests each 
year and information about 
the results can be found 
on their website at www.
ccbbirds.org. 

Eagles


