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By Hilary Holladay
Staff Writer

Del. Nick Freitas (R-
Culpeper) is still waiting to 
hear whether his name will 
be on the ballot in the 30th 
District on November 5. 

Last Thursday afternoon 
in Richmond, the Virginia 
State Board of Elections 
deferred the Freitas matter 
to a later date, just as it had 
at its June 28 meeting, and 
said it would seek further 
guidance from the state at-
torney general’s office. 

This week, the board an-
nounced it will meet at 2 
p.m. Friday. 

At issue are two required 
candidacy forms, nei-
ther of which the Virginia 
Department of Elections 
received by the posted 
deadlines: a one-page par-
ty certification of Freitas’ 
candidacy for the general 
election and a separate 
form validating his candi-
dacy from Freitas himself. 

The board heard 
from Freitas’ attorney, 
Christopher Woodfin, and 
gathered information from 
state elections officials 
before going into closed 
session. Woodfin told the 
board Freitas believed he 
had submitted the “cer-
tificate of candidate quali-
fication” via postal mail, 
and he said Bruce Kay, 
chair of the 30th District 
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County
denies
“camping”
changes

Supervisors reject 
zoning definition 

revisions supporting 
“glamping”

By Jeff Poole
Editor

“This looked like a horse until we 
got up close and it looked like a don-
key.” 

That was District 1 Supervisor 
Mark Johnson’s assessment follow-
ing a public hearing last Tuesday 
that included more than a dozen cit-
izens speaking out against proposed 
changes to definitions for camping, 
campground and recreational vehi-
cles in the county zoning ordinance. 
The board unanimously voted down 
the proposed changes. 

In the current ordinance, “camp, 
campground and recreational ve-
hicle park” are all uses allowed with 
a special-use permit. Meanwhile, 
the current definition of “camp” 
requires some sort of instructional 
component, while “campgrounds” 
must contain a minimum of five 
acres of land and accommodate 
paying guests in tents or travel trail-
ers owned by guests. 

Three months ago, Albemarle 
County resident Rusty Speidel 
approached the county with an 
idea to create upscale rural lodg-
ing (“glamping”) opportunities in 
Orange County. He pitched the idea 
of “proximal lodging,” that would al-
low tourists traveling to the county 
to stay at the very places they came 
to visit. 

Essentially, he (or another ap-
plicant) would partner with a lo-
cal landowner, business or agrito-
urism operation and enter into a 
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As part of their visit to Orange County, the young African leaders participating in the Presidential 
Precinct’s Mandela Washington Fellowship program attended the Orange County Playin’ in the Park 
Independence Day celebration July 6 in Booster Park. The participants spent four days at James 
Madison’s Montpelier, learning about rights-based constitutions, building a strong civil society, 
moving from factions to coalitions, policy advocacy and grassroots campaigning.  Here, a number 
of the participants take a group selfie during their visit to Booster Park. 

African fellows visit Orange

Next generation of global leaders 
study constitutions at Montpelier

By Hilary Holladay
Staff Writer

A group of young African lead-
ers recently converged on Orange 
County from Zimbabwe, Ethiopia, 
South Sudan, Uganda and many 
other African nations. In classes 
with scholars at James Madison’s 
Montpelier and over informal din-
ners with Orange County residents, 
they discussed key political and so-
cial issues in their home countries 
and soaked up lessons on American 
history, government and cultural 
traditions. 

The Presidential Precinct, a 

nonprofit organization based in 
Charlottesville, is hosting 25 partic-
ipants in the Mandela Washington 
Fellowship Program, a national ini-
tiative with 700 fellows spread out 
across the country, many of them 
staying at universities. 

The idea behind the program is to 
give the fellows, who are between 
the ages of 25 and 35, the oppor-
tunity to study and discuss “hu-
man rights and justice, good gover-
nance and women’s empowerment 
through the lens of civic leader-

By Hilary Holladay
Staff Writer

When Sunnie Capelle looks at 
Verling Park in Gordonsville, she 
sees all it has to offer and all it 

could become. As a member of Town to 
Trail, a working group organized by the 
Piedmont Environmental Council (PEC), 
she is committed to helping raise money 
to renovate the little park that area resi-
dents have enjoyed for many decades. 

Capelle grew up in northern Virginia, 
where she made full use of recreational 

opportunities readily available to her. The 
former lifeguard and pool manager said, 
“I love outdoor recreation.”	

Over the past several years, Town to 
Trail has been working with the Town 
of Gordonsville to consider ways to ex-
pand and improve Verling Park, home of 
Orange County’s only public swimming 
pool. Among the group’s recent achieve-
ments is its contribution of $35,000 to-
ward the town’s purchase of 112 Linney 
Street at the corner of Piedmont and 

Town to Trail
Connecting communities with recreation

See GLAMPING, page A2

See TOWN TO TRAIL, page A10

See BALLOT, page A9
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Families cool off in the Dix Memorial Pool at Verling Park in Gordonsville. The pool is the only 
public pool in the county. A grassroots group is hoping to improve the park and pool area to 
promote recreation and enhance the neighborhood and community. 

See LEADERS, page A9


