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During a recent forumonhuman trafficking,DeDeWallace got the attentionof
the 110people in the roomwhen she asked about thosewho trade sex formoney.

“If I said Iworkwithprostitutes, howmanyof youwouldbehere?”
wonderedWallace, a StaffordCounty resident andvictimassistance

specialistwithHomelandSecurity Investigations.
Wallace then explained thedifferencebetween theoldest profession
in theworld andhuman trafficking, oneof the fastest-growing

crime categories in theUnitedStates.

“If you’re a prostitute, it’s
because something happened,
and your body is your com-
modity,” she said. “You stop
being a prostitute and become a
human-traffickingvictimwhen
somebody controls you, when
youcan’tmake thedecision.”
Human trafficking involves

transporting people from one
country or area to another for
forced labor or sexual exploita-
tion. Themost common type is
when adults are forced to pro-
vide sex in exchange formoney,
foodor drugs—orwhenminors
are involved in sex acts.
The Fredericksburg, GFWC

Mary Ball and King George
women’s clubs hosted the re-
cent forum,whichwasattended
by at least twowomen, plus the
motherof a third,whohadbeen
lured into sex trafficking.
OnewasAmy, a singlemoth-

er who needed money for her
baby’s medical needs. An-
other was Marie, a graduate of
Stafford County schools who
wasn’t on the agenda, but at-
tended to network with local
advocates.Herheroinaddiction
led to trafficking, and for two

years, she was sold for sex at
Fredericksburg-areahotels.
The thirdwas a ninth-grader,

living in a well-to-do home in
the shadowof thenation’s capi-
tol, when she was targeted by a
member of theMS–13 gang.
Each was manipulated into

believing she would be taken
care of or loved.
All were broken into submis-

sionwhen the so-called protec-
tionmorphed into brutal domi-
nation. Themen became pimps
who put photos of the women
and descriptions of services
they could provide on raunchy

websites that advertise escorts.
The pimps arranged the

encounters and pocketed the
money. If the women didn’t
comply, the pimps beat them,
denied them drugs and food or
threatened to harm their loved
ones.
“I was told, if I don’t do what

I’m supposed to be doing, I
won’t get back tomybaby,” said
Amy, a quiet woman in her 30s
who recounted events from a
decade ago. “That was more
powerful than the violence, and
therewas a lot of violence.”

STATERANKSSIXTH
Reports of human traffick-

ing are on the rise across the
country because either the
problem—or awareness of
it—is growing, according to the
National Conference of State
Legislatures.
Because it’s often mixed

with other crimes, such as
selling drugs or guns, hu-
man trafficking can be hard
to identify, investigate and
prosecute, according to theVir-
ginia Department of Criminal
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‘I CANORDERAPIZZA
ANDAPROSTITUTE’

COMMENTSON
TRAFFICKERS
ANDVICTIMS

What kind of personwould
take another’s soul like
that and damage them to
such a degree? To look at
a humanbeing and say, ‘I
don’t carewho you are. You
are a product forme to sell
andmakemoney.’What
kind of person does that?

—DEDEWALLACE,
STAFFORDCOUNTY

RESIDENTANDVICTIM
ASSISTANCESPECIALIST

WITHHOMELANDSECURITY
INVESTIGATIONS

• • •
[Traffickers] will get

a tattoo gun and tattoo
theirmark on them, right
there in the hotel room.
It’s likemarking cattle
to them, these girls are
a possession. Theymark
’em, they brand ’em.

—SGT.GORDONRIDINGS,
SPOTSYLVANIA

SHERIFF’SOFFICE

• • •
I look at it like this, 99

percent of the time, these
womendon’t have a choice.
I’ve onlymetmaybe one
or twowomen thatwere
independent, and I don’t
really think of it as a choice,
either.One of themwas
a school bus driver, and I
think shewas just trying to

keep the lights on.
—DETECTIVEROBGRELLA,

STAFFORDSHERIFF’SOFFICE

• • •
Human trafficking is real,
it is out there, it is in your
communities, and it can
happen to anybody.
—SUSANYOUNG,

ATECHNICALADVISER
WITHJUSTASK.

HERDAUGHTERWASLURED
INTOSEXTRAFFICKINGBY

AGANGMEMBER.

HUMANTRAFFICKING
The Trafficking Victims Protec-
tion Act of 2000 describes hu-
man trafficking as as involuntary
servitude, slavery or practices
similar to slavery, debt bondage
and forced labor, according to
the U.S. State Department.

SEE TRAFFICKING, A10

THE SERIES

MODERN-DAY SLAVERY

SUNDAY: Sex trafficking
in the Fredericksburg area.

MONDAY: Victims tell
their stories.

TUESDAY: Local resources
to combat human trafficking.
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One local law enforcement official said finding an escort is as easy as ordering a pizza.
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The public hearing is looming
for the proposed 500-megawatt
solar facility in the western part
ofSpotsylvaniaCounty.
The Board of Supervisors

publichearing, for three special-
use permits, is scheduled to
start at4:30p.m.Tuesday.
The hearing will be held at

Spotsylvania High School be-
cause a large crowd is expected.
Thecounty’sPlanningCommis-
sionwas forced to hold itsmeet-
ings on the three special-use
permits at the Marshall Center
to accommodate the crowd.
If the supervisors’ hearing

resembles past meetings on the
contentious proposal, it will be
a long night, with the applicant,

Big crowd
expected for
Spotsy solar
hearing

SEE SOLAR, A8
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The Stafford School Board
will consider three new plans
for redistricting the county’s
17 elementary schools for the
2019–20school year.
ARCBridge Consulting, the

Herndon-based firm hired by
the school board to develop re-
districting plans, presented the
three new plans at a work ses-
sionSaturdaymorning.
Under the original redistrict-

ing timetable, the board was to
have voted this week on a final
redistricting plan. But the board
sent the consultants back to
the drawing board earlier this
month after the first two plans
were met with widespread dis-
approval byStaffordparents.
The plans presented Saturday

were developedusingnewcrite-
ria, explained ARCBridge’s Priti
Mathur.
The updated guidelines in-

clude ensuring no bus rides
are longer than they are now,
keeping the percentage of free
and reduced lunch recipients
at or below 53.8 percent—the

Stafford
mulling
school
shift plan

SEE STAFFORD, A8


