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Thursday, Oct. 3
HEALTH FAIR—The Commission on 
Aging is hosting its annual health fair, 
Thursday, Oct. 3 at The Smithfield 
Center.  Doors open at 9 a.m. and 
the event runs until 1 p.m.  Enjoy 
valuable information from vendors 
and speakers along with door-prizes 
and lunch. Tickets are $7, cash only 
and are available at Americare Plus 
in Carrollton, Carrollton Nike Park, 
Home Sweet Home Care in Smithfield 
and True Value in Windsor.

Friday, Oct. 4
SURRY FARMERS—The grand 
opening of the Surry County Farmers 
Market Pavilion is Friday, Oct. 4, 
with a ribbon cutting at 3:30 p.m. 
The market opens at 4 p.m. at 45 
School St. next to the Surry County 
Government Center. The market 
features locally grown produce, 
pork products, vendors, children’s 
activities, entertainment and more. 
The market schedule is Oct. 11, 18 
and 25 and Nov. 22 from 4-7 p.m. 

ARMY TRANSPORT—Bring a lunch 
for a session to hear the history 
of Army transportation with Alisha 
Hamel, director of the U.S. Army 
Transportation Museum at Fort 
Eustis on Friday, Oct. 4, noon at the 
Isle of Wight County Museum in 
downtown Smithfield. This lecture 
will discuss the different modes of 
transportation — boat, rail, ground 
and air — and how they have changed 
over time to meet the changing 
needs of the Army. 

Saturday, Oct. 5
BARBECUE—The Rushmere Volunteer 
Fire Department Ladies Auxiliary is 
hosting a barbecue fundraiser on 
Saturday, Oct. 5, noon to 4 p.m. The 
cost is $10 a meal and includes 
barbecue, cole slaw, baked beans 
and a roll. The station is located at 
5354 Old Stage Hwy. Donations can 
also be made online at rvfd30.org.

TEXTILES—The Wakefield Historical 
Association’s latest book “Wakefield 
Textiles And Their Stories” can be 
purchased for $15 in Wakefield 
at Plantation Peanuts, Wakefield 
Pharmacy, and in Ivor at Ivor 
Furniture Company.  Wakefield Day 
is Oct. 5 and many of the items in 
the book will be on display in the 
Wakefield Foundation at 10 a.m. 

WAKEFIELD FAMILY DAY—The 
Wakefield Foundation Inc. is 
hosting its annual Family Day and 
Homecoming on Saturday, Oct. 5, 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Wakefield High 
School Building. The day begins with 
a parade and includes food, such as 
Wakefield’s famous Brunswick Stew, 
train rides, crafts, children’s games, 
music and a special textile exhibit by 
the Wakefield Historical Association. 
The exhibit features items ranging 
from dresses made from World War 
II parachutes to tools used to make 
clothing and fabric. A book on textile 
exhibit will be available for purchase. 
For more information, call 899-5591 
or 899-6451. 

Sunday, Oct. 6
WINDSOR FIRE—The Windsor 
Volunteer Fire Department invites 
the community to dedicate its 
new heavy rescue 40 apparatus 
on Sunday, Oct. 6, 2 p.m. at the 
fire station, located at 80 East 
Windsor Blvd. The department will 
provide demonstrations and the 
Windsor Police Department has also 
been invited to attend. For more 
information, call Walter Bernacki at 
404-2586 or email superw140@
hotmail.com.

ROGERS REUNION—The 40th annual 
Rogers Family Reunion will be held 
on Sunday, Oct. 6, at Carsley United 
Methodist Church, at Carsley on 
Route 615 about six miles northwest 
of Dendron in Surry County.  A 
covered dish luncheon will be served 
at 1:30 p.m.  Bring a dish to share.  
Rogers Store will be open following 
the reunion. For information, call 
David Barlow at 899-7308, or Bill Fox 
at 869-3501.

GOLDEN KEYS—The Golden Keys 
are celebrating its 69th gospel 
anniversary Sunday, Oct. 6, 4 p.m. at 
Carrollton Elementary School, 14440 

By Diana McFarland
Managing editor

Not every girl practices for 
her 15th birthday.

For Smithfield High School 
sophomore Lissett Negron, the 
practices took a few months and 
involved a dedicated group of  
friends — her damas and cham-
belanes who made up her “court.”

Upon turning fifteen
Quinceanera Lissett Negron, right, waits as her sister, Isabel, left, and mother, Angie, approach to present her with a 
crown, one of the traditional parts of this Hispanic coming-of-age ceremony. 

Staff photos by Diana McFarland

Their goal was to nail the 
waltz, “Tiempode de vals,” for 
her big day. 

Every culture has its own way 
of  signaling that a child is begin-
ning the transition to adulthood. 

For a Hispanic girl, her 15th 
birthday can be marked with an 

Quinceanera court members, from left, Madison Perdue, 
Paityn Barefoot, Jake Fales, and friend, Hannah Smith, ham 
it up for a candid photo after dinner. 

Jorge Negron replaces his daughter’s tennis shoes with her 
first pair of high heels, another Quinceanera tradition. He is 
assisted by his son, and Lissett’s brother, Angel. 

The Quinceanera dances with younger family and friends 
after the waltz. 

The chamberlanes, from left, Caleb Tucker, Wyatt Langston, 
Jake Fales, Manuel De La Torre and chamberlane de honor 
Benjamin Ruuamau, figure out how to put on bow ties and 
adjust suspenders during a practice session. 

The Quinceanera court during a dress rehersal Friday. Counterclockwise: Eliza De La Torre and Wyatt Langston, Holly Greer 
and Caleb Tucker and Benjamin Ruuamau and Lissett Negron. 
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elaborate ceremony called 
a Quinceanera, or Fiesta de 
Quine Anons.

Lissett’s dance practices 
culminated Saturday night 
as the Negron family hosted 
their daughter’s Quinceane-
ra for family and friends at 
The Smithfield Center. 

Negron wore a flowing 
floor length ball gown and 
her four damas — Eliza 
De La Torre, Paityn Bare-
foot, Madison Perdue and 
Holly Greer, wore shorter 
dusty pink party dresses 
and wrist corsages. 

Negon’s chambelanes, 
Wyatt Langston, Jake Fales, 
Manuel De La Torre, Caleb 
Tucker and chambelane de 
honor, Benjamin Ruuamau, 
navigated the intricacies of  
bow ties, suspenders and 
stiff  white shirts. 

Quince
• Continued from p. 9

The group performed 
the waltz, a choreographed 
dance, after a blessing and 
a series of  traditions be-
stowed on Lissett as she 
sat alone in the middle of  
the room — the center of  
attention. 

The evening included a 
group of  padrinos — family 
and friends who served as 
sponsors. 

Quincearnera tradition 
calls for various family 
members to bring the birth-
day girl a ring, a necklace 
and her last doll — signal-
ing that she is leaving child-
hood behind. The doll was 
handed off  to her damas, 
Eliza. 

Angie, Negron’s moth-
er, and her sister, Isabel, 
brought her a crown and 
placed it on her head.

Negon’s father, Jorge, 
performed the shoe cere-
mony. Negon’s tennis shoes 
were removed and replaced 
with her first pair of  high 
heels — to show she is step-
ping into the world as an 
adult woman. That was fol-
lowed by a father-daughter 
dance. 

After the waltz with her 
damas and chambelanes, 
Negron’s younger cousins 
danced around her.

The evening also includ-
ed photos, a taco bar and a 
tiered cake. 

As Jorge was thanking 
everyone for attending 
and participating in his 
daughter’s Quinceanera, 
he looked her way and said, 
“You are the light of  our 
lives … You’re always going 
to be our little girl.” 

Annah Foster’s fifth grade class at Westside Elementary School 
commemorated the 18th anniversary of the 9/11 bombings. They were 
one of many classes that made cards for local first responders to thank 
them for their service. All of Isle of Wight County’s nine public schools 
received a Freedom Flag to mark the occasion. 

Commemoration

IW Parks and Rec wins award
Isle of  Wight County 

Parks and Recreation won 
the Best New Special Event 
for its Drive-in Christmas 
showing of   “The Polar 
Express” at Heritage Park 
in 2018.

The award was for local-
ities with a population of  
25,001 to 50,000. 

This year, there were 115 
entries in 14 categories sub-
mitted during the annual 
conference of  the Virginia 

Recreation and Park Soci-
ety in Tysons Corner. 

The VRPS is the state 
professional organization 
for parks and recreation 
organizations in Virginia. 


