sand on Chincoteague this summer
to determine its age and history.

Building a marsh near Tom’s Cove
will be a big challenge due to the
risk to shellfish, he said. On Wal-
lops, “they can keep nourishing the
beach, but it will still wash away,” he
said referring to the money spent to
build up the beach near the NASA
launchpad.

Projections for sea level rise “are
nearly a foot by 2050,” he contin-
ued. “The way the currents are, they
should fall within the high end of
the projections.”

The beach will steadily roll west
even if they build marsh, said Coun-
cilman Gene Wayne Taylor. He
doesn’t think it will stop migration.

“It would slow it down,” said Hein.
“This is one of those areas that is
chaos. It is the most complicated ar-
ea. It has to be looked at in a strate-
gic and integrated way rather than
each individual interaction.”

Paramore Island has some of the
highest elevations on the Eastern
Shore with 250-year-old dunes, he
said.

Hein offered a review of Hogg Is-
land from the 1865 shoreline. “It has
changed more than seven times its
own width.”
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“It seems like the islands move
every week,” the scientist continued.
“Most of the barrier islands formed
about 6,000 years ago and are con-
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stantly moving. They tend to be
long and the longest is 100 miles in
southern Brazil in South America.”

Exmore Budget Matches County’s in Employee Salary Increases

By Stefanie Jackson

It’s budget season, and Exmore
Town Manager Robert Duer is commit-
ted to keeping pace with Northamp-
ton County in the salary race.

Northampton County employ-
ees will get a 3 percent raise in fis-
cal year 2020, and so will Exmore
town employees, Duer announced on
Monday.

But Duer went one step further.
Some employees will get a 3 percent
raise, while others will get 2 percent
plus $500, whichever is greater for
the individual employee.

Another highlight of Exmore’s FY
2020 budget is monthly contribu-
tions of $3,000 to the town’s capital
improvement fund.

Duer updated the town council on
Exmore’s pursuit of U.S. Department
of Agriculture (USDA) grant funds to
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help pay for a new garbage truck.

Exmore has more than $2.8 million
in assets, and one USDA representa-
tive is worried that the town has “too
much cash” to qualify for assistance.

Considering that Exmore has a
$508,000 bond to pay off and well and
sewer projects to pay for, the town
does not have too much cash, Duer
asserted. He will continue to update
the council on the grant as more in-
formation becomes available.

Director of Utilities Taylor Dukes
reported that he visited a wastewa-
ter facility in Lewes, Del., that op-
erates without drain fields. Instead,
the wastewater drains into sand bun-
kers, also called sand traps.

What Exmore’s sewage system ac-
complishes on about 30 acres, the
Delaware facility accomplishes on
about 2.5 acres — and it’s cheaper,

Dukes said.

He plans to meet with the De-
partment of Environmental Quality
(DEQ) to discuss what it would take
to bring the technology to Virginia.

Duer asked town council members
if anyone was interested in attending
a meeting in Onley on April 11 for up-
dates on the sewage treatment feasi-
bility study being conducted by the
Hampton Roads Sanitation District.
The meeting is invitation only, he said.

Council members were also amena-
ble to Duer’s idea of a billboard fea-
turing the message, “Welcome to Ex-
more — Home of the World-Famous
New Ravenna,” the custom mosaic
manufacturer.

He said the relationship between
the town and business has “never
been better” and both would benefit
from the advertising venture.
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MLS #46534
Waters Edge Landing, Just Reduced!

LR, K, DA, 3-1/2 BA, 2BR plus den w/ assigned
boat slip. Two separate garage/carport parking
under unit.

$479,000 $35,000

MLS #48651
Dogwood Ln.

Large .74 acre building lot, conveniently located
near entrance to NASA and 15 minutes to
Chincoteague and Assateague Islands. 4BR

septic certification letter on file

| 0

MLS #48190
Two island home located on Ridge Rd.for one price!
Large home: 3 BR, 1BA, LR, DR, K, den, office.
maller Cottage: 2BR, 1BA, LR, K, utility
room. A great opportunity to become part of

island life.

$249,000.

Holly Circle
Large .91 of acre building lot conveniently
located near entrance to NASA and 15 minutes
to Chincoteague and Assateague Islands.4BR

septic certification letter on file.

MLS #48961
Willow St.
Adjacent to the carnival grounds, this 2BR, 1BA, LR,

K; laundry room, and enclosed porch home allows
you to be a part of the world renowned
Pony Penning and auction.
$129,900

MLS #49068
Miles Rd., New Church
Spacious lot in upscale §ated community of
Baywatch on Pitts Creek. Ideal building location
for a new home. Deeded water access, community
barn, and riding area. 13.3 acres.

$59,900

Travel Trailer w/addition has an extra lot
perfect for your outside family fun. 1 BR, K,1
BA, LR. Furnished. Shed.
$79,900
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MLS #48248 MLS #48276 MLS #47979
Bay View Ln. Mill Dam Rd. Deep Hole Rd.

Desirable Building Lot .68 of acre close to
Chincoteague and Wallops Island.
$34,000

Great starter home or as a seashore retreat!
This townhome has eat-in kitchen, living
room, two bedrooms, and two baths.
$137,000




