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PLANTATION, Fla. —
An explosion at a Plantation
shopping center injured 23
people around 11:30 a.m.
local time Saturday, in a
loud blast that could be felt
for miles around. No deaths
have been reported.

The blast tore through
the shops near LA Fitness
on S. University Drive in
Plantation, about six miles
west of Fort Lauderdale,
shortly before 11:30 am.,,
fire Battalion Chief Joel
Gordon told reporters.

First responders found
and secured an active gas
leak when they got to the
strip mall, Gordon said, but
had not confirmed whether
that caused the explosion.

“We cannot confirm that
a gas leak caused this explo-
sion,” Gordon said. “We
suspect it was but we can-
not confirm that yet.”

“At this point, nobody
was killed. Thank goodness
for that,” he added. “As bad
as it is, it could have been a
lot worse.”

Two people were taken to
Broward Health Medical
Center in serious condition,
while the others had non-
life-threatening injuries,
Gordon said.

Police Sgt. Jessica Ryan
said no one was found
trapped in the rubble at
Fountains Plaza.

Dozens of firefighters re-
sponded and could be seen

BRYNN ANDERSON/ASSOCIATED PRESS

A firefighter walks through rubble left behind after an explosion Saturday in Plantation,
Florida. A vacant pizza restaurant is thought to be the source of the blast.

Gas leak suspected in Florida
strip mall blast; 23 people hurt

picking through the rubble
with dogs sniffing through
the debris to make sure
people weren’t trapped.

Fire Rescue initially had
trouble getting close to the
scene because of debris
blocking the access roads to
the two adjacent shopping
centers, Fountains Plaza
and the Plantation Market-
place, Gordon told report-
ers.

The Broward Sheriff’s
Office bomb and arson unit
joined state fire marshals at
the scene. Representatives
of the federal Bureau of
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms
and Explosives, and a
TECO Energy crew, joined
the investigation.

Witnesses said a vacant
pizza restaurant appeared
to be the source of the
explosion. The explosion
demolished the building,
leaving behind only part of
its metal frame. The restau-
rant, called PizzaFire, had
been out of business for
several months. The blast
also blew out the windows
of a popular fitness club
next door at the shopping
plaza in Broward County.

Michael Lind, a former
firefighter who helped
evacuate people, told the
Miami Herald that all that
remained of the vacant
pizza shop was its frame.

“It was like a war zone,”
Lind told the Herald. “T've
seen buildings blow up in
the past but I've never seen
it like this. it was just so
much debris. The sheet
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metal was twisted. There
was a lot of energy behind
that explosion.”

The explosion was heard
and felt for miles.

Niko Davis, 12, was at
home with his mom about
three miles away when they
heard a “boom” and heard
the windows on their house
shake.

The explosion scattered
large pieces of concrete as
far as 50 yards away and
sent pieces of metal as far as
100 yards across the street.
Alex Carver, a worker at a
deli across the street from
the explosion, said two of
his co-workers’ cars were
destroyed.

“We thought it was thun-
der at first, and then we felt
the building shake and
things started falling. I
looked outside and it was
almost like the world was
ending,” said Carver. “It was
nuts, man. It was crazy.”

Some onlookers me-
andered throughout the
plaza as firefighters and
police picked through a
large debris field.

Just before the blast, Ev-
an Hoffman, 47, of Davie,
was working out with his
wife, Stacey, at LA Fitness.

“A huge, huge bang,
thump, almost, explosion,”
he said. “It started shaking
back and forth and the roof
tiles started crashing down
and the power went out.”

The Washington Post and
Associated Press contrib-
uted.
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* New Zealand
o Africa

* Asia
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o Australia
o U.S. National Parks
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Includes: Professional tour manager; hotel accommodations;
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'Savings depends on itinerary. Must book and deposit between June T~ July 31, 2019 for travel June 1 - December 31, 2019. Offer is not valid on the following tours: British Landscapes, Cultural
Treasures of Japan, Wonders of South America, Complete South America, Highlights of South America, Peru: Ancient Land of Mysteries (8 day itinerary), Taste of Vietnam, India’s Treasures,
Spotlight on Rome, Spotlight on Havana, Madrid & Barcelona, Italy’s Bella Vita, Novelties of Northern Spain, California New Year's Getaway, Historic Hotels of New England, California Coast,
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MCV through AAA Travel required to obtain sedan service. Purchase of required internal airfare(as applicable) does not qualify for sedan service. Included in many US. cities within a 50
mile radius of more than 90 airport gateways. Service is available between 51.and 75 miles for a small fee. One transfer per room booking. Additional stops are not permitted on route.
Other restrictions may apply; call for details. *Savings is per person, applied at time of reservation and is not yet reflected in rate. “Credit must be used toward the pre-purchase of additional
optional tours at the time of booking. Africa, Asia, Australia, New Zealand and South America itineraries receive $75 credit; All other destinations receive $50 credit. Credit s valid per person
and cannot be substituted or transferred and is nonrefundable with no cash value; All offers may be withdrawn at any time. Other conditions and restrictions apply.

Unless otherwise indicated: Rates quoted are accurate at time of publication & are per person, hased on double occupancy. Airfare, taxes, fees, surcharges, gratuities, transfers & excursions
are additional. Advertised rates do not include any applicable daily resort or facility fees payable directly to the hotel at check-out; such fee amounts will be advised at the time of booking.
Rates, terms, conditions, availability, itinerary, taxes, fees, surcharges, deposit, payment, cancellation terms/conditions & policies subject to change without notice at any time. Cruise
rates capacity controlled. Advance reservations through AAA Travel required to obtain Member Benefits & savings which may vary based on
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